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“Christian” circles. 

Well, we’ve come a long way, 
baby. Over the last 45 years 
I’ve watched in horror as 
“Christian Churches” have gone 
from wholeheartedly embracing 
the clear teachings of Holy 
Scripture to tolerating and 
sometimes even endorsing the 
standards of the world and its 

leader, the prince of the power 
of the air, the guy with the red 
long johns and the pitchfork – 
you know who I’m talking 
about, the devil. 

When I graduated from high 
school in 1964 I can remember 
hearing about girls in my class 
who just suddenly moved away 
to live with a distant relative for 
a time and then just as suddenly 
came back and finished up the 
school year as if nothing had 
happened. Later on I came to 

When I first became a Christian, 
which was somewhere in the 
neighborhood of 45 years or so 
ago, things seemed much more 
clear cut that they seem to today. 
And I suspect that for those of 
you who have been in the 
Church longer than that the dif-
ferences are perhaps even more 
pronounced for you. 

When I was Catechized and 
Confirmed in the faith it was 
right about the time of the 
Seminex “walkout” at the St. 
Louis Seminary, but I was pretty 
much oblivious to what was go-
ing on at the time. Later on I 
learned more about what had 
happened on and was shocked to 
find out that there were actually 
leaders (pastors and even Semi-
nary professors) who were 
teaching that the Bible contained 
errors; that Adam and Eve never 
existed, that the story of Noah 
and the Flood never happened, 
and that Jesus may never have 
actually risen from the dead! It 
seemed impossible to me that 
anyone who claimed to be a 
Christian could deny such fun-
damental teachings from God’s 
Word and remain in the faith. 
But it didn’t take too long before 
I discovered how pervasive such 
thinking had become in 

understand that they had gotten 
pregnant and had gone away to 
have the baby somewhere else so 
as to not bring “shame” on them-
selves or their families. There 
were murmurings about back-
alley abortions and horror stories 
about some of the terrible things 
that could happen to the women 
who underwent them, but it was 
all very hush-hush and not to be 
talked about in polite company. 

Then the sexual revolution came 
along and set everyone “free” 
from their old puritanical “hang-
ups.” Now all these previously 
forbidden subjects were no 
longer prohibited. Now people 
were free to say and do whatever 
they pleased. No longer were 
people tied down to the “old 
way” of thinking. Burger King 
picked up on the feeling of the 
upcoming baby boomer genera-
tion and encouraged everyone to 
“have it your way” – and a good 
many of our nation’s citizens did 
precisely that. They threw off the 
shackles of the old fashioned 
way of thinking and reveled in 
the new freedom they had found. 

The Church, of course, protested, 
called all this new found freedom 
what it really was, sin, and cried 
out for repentance and a return to 

In The World, But Not Of The World 
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the faith, but the Old Adam in 
us wanted no part of it, thumbed 
his nose at the voice of the 
Church, and en masse many 
turned their back on the Church 
and decried the Church’s way of 
thinking as being too old fash-
ioned and confining – and cer-
tainly not nearly as much fun. 

It all seemed so innocent while 
it was happening, and when all 
said and done, it didn’t seem so 
bad after all. What had people 
lost, anyway? Not that much. 
They may even have come out 
on the positive side of things. 
Indeed, if you add everything 
up, people now had more free 
time since they were no longer 
having to get up on Sunday 
mornings to go to Church. They 
no longer had to put money into 
the offering plate each week and 
thus could keep more of those 
hard earned bucks for them-
selves. No longer was that 
stigma of the Church’s old Puri-
tanical ways hanging over peo-
ple’s heads telling them what 
they could and should not do. 
All in all the world looked like a 
much inviting place. 

Then people started honestly 
looking around at what the 
world had become since the 
Church had been given the boot. 

There are so many examples I 
could cite to drive home this 
point, but none could be any 
clearer than what we saw take 
place in New York state only a 
few short weeks ago where 
Governor Cuomo enthusiasti-
cally signed a new law placed 
before him by the State Legisla-

ture allowing for an unborn 
child to be killed in the womb 
any time up until the day he or 
she was to be born – for almost 
any reason whatsoever! On the 
day the bill was voted on it re-
ceived a standing ovation by the 
legislators, and on the day the 
bill was signed into law with 
much pomp and circumstance, 
the Governor was surrounded by 
admirers and activists grinning 
from ear to ear over this ground-
breaking legislation. And it was-
n’t long before legislators in 
other states starting putting forth 
similar laws. 

Of course, many of our nation’s 
citizens were shocked by all this 
while another rather sizable 
number couldn’t figure out what 
the fuss is all about. But why 
did it take so long for so many 
of us to be shocked by the pas-
sage of this law in New York? 
Abortion has been the law of the 
land for a long time. Ever since 
the passage of Roe v. Wade in 
1973, somewhere in the 
neighborhood of 60,000,000, 
yes, that’s 60 MILLION babies 
have been legally put to death, 
or rather, murdered, by medical 
doctors who had previously 
promised in the Hippocratic 
Oath to “do no harm.” Just 
imagine, almost 20 percent of 
the present population of our na-
tion has been put to death le-
gally during the past 46 years! 
Consider what a difference 
those 60,000,000 lives might 
have made to the complexion of 
our nation if they had been al-
lowed to live. 

While there is always forgive-
ness in the blood of Jesus for 
those who have had an abortion, 
we must never pretend or imag-
ine that this is something we, as 
Christians, should ever overlook 
or ignore because of the Gospel. 
Scripture admonishes us to 
speak out for those who cannot 
speak for themselves and to call 
to repentance those who are 
snubbing their noses at God’s 
holy will. God has called us as 
His people to be in the world, 
but not of the world. May God 
grant us the strength and the 
courage for the days ahead as 
we are empowered by His Word 
and Spirit to do what He would 
have us do. In the name of Je-
sus. Amen. 

Mike Owens  ....................... 5/2 
Adyline Christensen  .......... 5/2 
Phyllis Clemens  ................. 5/9 
Laura Schmidt  .................... 5/9 
Kay Sowell  ...................... 5/14 
Kari Goodroad  ................. 5/15 
John Diaz  ......................... 5/17 
Jensen Mayes  ................... 5/18 
Dallas Hoffman  ................ 5/21 
Ginger Cuba  ..................... 5/23 
Janet Miller  ...................... 5/24 
Carolyn Paterson  ................ 6/3 
Samuel Goodroad  .............. 6/3 
Alec Walworth  ................... 6/3 
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Riley Lisec  .........................  6/3 
Lilly Wornson  ...................  6/4 
Samuel Wornson  ...............  6/4 
Alexandria Fairhurst  ..........  6/4 
Jim Wornson  .....................  6/6 
Carson Schmidt  .................  6/8 
Andrea Martinez  ..............  6/10 

Baptisms 
Roy Keller  .........................  5/1 
Lee Wathen  .......................  5/1 
Ellen Propst  .......................  5/1 
Bruce Cantwell  ..................  5/7 

Jana Schwarz  .....................  5/8 
Courtney Fairhurst  .............  5/8 
John Luppes  .....................  5/12 
Kayla Oulman  .................  5/12 
Ashley Fairhurst  ..............  5/13 
Cheryl McClain  ...............  5/15 
Pat Mayes  ........................  5/18 
Tiffany Propst  ..................  5/22 
Tim Wiese  .......................  5/26 
Phyllis Clemens  ...............  5/29 
Ginger Cuba  ......................  6/1 
Charlene Henke  .................  6/3 
Ardyth Stone  .....................  6/6 

Anniversaries 
Rick & Karen Soutter 

5/6/2016 
Bob & Dawn Marchert 

5/20/1983 
Wayne & Bobbie Suter 

5/22/1982 
Tim & Connie Brammeier 

5/28/1983 
Bret & Emily Wiley 

5/28/2016 
Andy & Michelle Fairhurst 

6/7/2008 

Elders 
Larry Goodroad 
Dallas Hoffman 

Bill Moore 
Vic Edwards 
Ken Meier 

Acolytes 
May 5  .............  Simon Korondi 
May 12  ............  Andrew Swain 
May 19  .............  Sam Wornson 
May 26  ...........  Jacob Wornson 
June 2  ................ Joe Goodroad 
June 9  ................  Colton Harris 
June 16  ........... Conner Jackson 
June 23  ...........  Simon Korondi 
June 20  ............  Andrew Swain 

Ushers 
May 5 

Sam & Tom Goodroad 
May 12 

Jim Hargrave, Allen Harris 
May 19 

Sam & Dan Goodroad 
May 26 

Allen Harris, Jim Hargrave 
June 2 & 9 

John Luppes, Gary Schmidt 
June 16 

Bob Marchert, Fred Walworth 
June 23 

Bob Marchert, Scott Mayes 
June 30 

Don & Scott Mayes 

Greeters 
May 5 

Dallas & Dee Hoffman 
May 12 

Mike & Colleen Jackson 
May 19 

Martha Jenkins, Cliff Keller 
May 26 

Deanna Korondi, June Lueckert 
June 2 

John & Jamie Luppes 
June 9 

Bob & Dawn Marchert 
June 16 

Bill Moore, Doris Mann 
June 23 

Don & Pat Mayes 
June 30 

Scott & Lacey Mayes 

Altar Guild 
May 5  & June 2  

Mary Ellett, Pat Owens 
May 12 & June 9  

Leslie Young, Dee Hoffman 
May 19 & June 16 

K. Goodroad, D. Korondi 
May 26 & June 23 

P. Clemens, S. McCubbin 
June 30 

Dawn Riley, June Ramer 

Security Committee 
In the interest of the safety and 
security of our members while 
they are attending activities here 
at our Church, we have formed, 
for lack of a better name, a 
“Security Committee” to look 
into ways that this can be done. 

We should all be well aware of 
the fact that the age in which we 
live in is becoming increasingly 
dangerous, and that each of us 
needs to be more alert and vigi-
lant as we go about out our day 
to day activities. 

If you would like to be more per-
sonally involved in this effort – 
or if you have ideas about how 
we might implement this plan – 
we invite you to speak with 
Melvin Altis, who is heading up 
this project. 
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Trinity Rod & Gun Club 
We held our first TRGC dinner 
and raffle on May 4th with an at-
tendance of nearly 50 members. 
We enjoyed a picnic style dinner 
of hamburgers, hot dogs, and all 
the attendant condiments and 
goodies. 

We also held the raf-
fle drawing for 
the pellet rifle 
which 

was donated by Darrin Abend 
(John Barth was the winner), the 
pellet pistol (Kay Sowell one this 
prize), and the $100 gift card 
(which was picked up by Tim 
Brammeier). We also raffled off 
a number of items that were do-
nated for this event, and we had 
so many donations that everyone 
who attended walked away with 
something! 

Everyone agreed this was a suc-
cess, so we plan to have it again 
next year. Keep your eyes peeled 
for more upcoming events. 

And men, if you like fishing, 
hunting, target shooting, archery 
or any other outdoor activities 
we hope you will attend one of 
our upcoming meetings or 
events. This is an excellent op-
portunity for you to get to better 
know the other men in our con-
gregation. 

Property Board 
With Summer close at hand you 
have all undoubtedly noticed that 
the grass is getting greener and 

taller every day. It’s wonderful 
to see God’s creation as it 
blooms and grows, but that also 
means that it’s time to start tak-
ing care of all that increased 
growth – especially on the 
Church property. 

We have depended on our mem-
bers to take care of lawn mow-
ing and weeding tasks rather 
than hiring an outside contrac-
tor, but what that means is that 
we need you to help us with that 
task. 

The congregation owns a John 
Deere commercial, zero turn 
lawnmower which is kept on the 
property, so all we need are peo-
ple to drive it. There is a signup 
sheet on the Kiosk in the up-
stairs Narthex where you can in-
dicate your preference of weeks 
to help out. If 16 members 
would sign up to help out in this 
way no one should have to mow 
more than one week. 

Please consider when you can 
help out with the task of keeping 
our Church grounds beautiful! 

Newsletter Editor 
Needed 

You undoubtedly have noticed 
that we have not had a consis-
tent Newsletter for the past few 
months, while there are a num-
ber of reasons this has hap-
pened, one of the main reasons 
is that we don’t have anyone to 
edit or do the layout. 

If this is something you might 
be interested in doing, please 
contact Pastor and let him know. 

Of course we also need content. 

If you have something you’d 
like to ad or a congregational 
event you’d like to promote, just 
send it to Pastor’s e-mail, 
gnuguy1946@gmail.com 

More Jesus 
What do our churches need? 
More Jesus. And so we read the 
Old Testament, which points to 
Jesus. The epistles, which re-
flect upon the work of Jesus. 
And the gospels, every Sunday, 
which record the life and deeds 
of Jesus. No, not more self-help, 
more Jesus. Not more sermon 
series, more Jesus. 

What parts of Jesus' life? All of 
it, from conception and virgin 

birth, to baptism, ministry, all 
his teachings, all his words. 
More Jesus. And yes, Jesus on 
the cross. The crucifix. Lifted up 
upon that cross he draws all 
people to himself. Not as some-
thing in the past, but as a picture 
that must be put before our eyes, 
and preached into our ears, and 
confessed with our lips. Christ 
crucified for the sins of the 
world. We are determined with 
Paul to preach nothing but 
Christ crucified. More Jesus. 

And yes, this Jesus into whom 
we are baptized. More Jesus. 
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This Jesus who gives us his 
body and blood from the altar, 
and in this way remains our 
Emanuel. More Jesus. Ah, and 
yes, the one who has ascended 
and remains with the us. The 
one who will come, sooner than 
we think, to judge the living 
and the dead. 

And so, what do we need? Not 
a generic message, or a watered 
down service, unless of course 
that water is baptismal. What 
we need is to be bold. Jesus as 
preacher. Jesus as redeemer. Je-
sus as teacher. Jesus the cruci-
fied and risen Lord. Jesus, 
whose name means the Lord 
saves us from our sins. 

What do we need? More Jesus. 

From Dr. Peter Scaer, Professor, 

CTS, Fort Wayne 

Trinity Care Group 
Do you need assistance because 
of illness, birth of a baby, death, 
hospitalization, etc.? Trinity 
Care Group can help. We 
would be happy to arrange for 
providing meals, doing errands, 
visiting with the family, etc. 
Please contact Dee Hoffman at 
320-2490 

Board of Directors 
April 8, 2019 

Members Present: Tim Bram-
meier, Connie Brammeier, Dan 
Goodroad, Mark Fairhurst, Dar-
rin Abend, Dee Hoffman, Pas-
tor, Michelle Fairhurst, Larry 
Goodroad and Norm Sowell.  

Tim called the meeting to order. 
Pastor opened with prayer and 
conducted bible study.   

Coyote Warning 
Redwood City, California obvi-
ously has someone with a sense 
of humor working in their sign-
age department, as evidenced 
by the following sign posted at 
one of their parks frequented by 
Coyotes. It says: 

Warning, Coyote Activity. 
Coyotes are wild animals and 
can be dangerous. Do not en-
courage them to approach. They 
are smart, fast, and will take 
whatever they can get. All pets 

must be kept under direct con-
trol for your safety and the 
safety of the animals. Never 
feed coyotes! 

Please call animal control if 
you see any dangerous coyote 
activity such as: 

• A coyote carrying a box 
marked “Acme.” 

• A coyote detonating explo-
sives/TNT. 

• A coyote in possession of a 
giant magnet. 

Dan moved to accept the min-
utes, Michelle seconded. Passed 
by vote.   

Pastor: Ethan Carmack is 
home from the hospital. Pastor 
went to safety seminar with 
Melvin and are going to work 
together to progress the safety 
plan.  

Vice-President: Nothing new 
to report.  

Treasurer: Mark moved to re-
ceive the report, Norm sec-
onded. Passed by vote. 

Elders: Served a Lenten meal, 
did not have a meeting last 
month.    

Properties: Thank you to the 
work day crew. Fixed exit 
lights and coordinating the ele-
vator inspection  

Evangelism: Going to restock 
the brochures before Easter. Pa-
rade planning committee meet-
ing soon.  

Education: Working on VBS 
and creating Easter baskets for 
kids.  

Stewardship: N/A 

Youth: Made palm crosses and 
are planning Easter breakfast.   

Public Relations: Nothing new 
to report. Shared the article 
about Pastor. 

Planning: N/A 

Services:  Putting together a 
baptismal basket for Leah 
Grace Chapman. 

Norm Sowell moved we ad-
journ, Mark Fairhurst seconded. 
Pastor closed with prayer.  

Respectfully submitted, 
Emily Goodroad 
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• A coyote holding a sign 
such as “Detour” or “Free 
Bird Seed!” 

• A coyote in possession of a 
catapult. 

• A coyote dropping an anvil 
from a hot air balloon. 

Faith Doesn’t Talk 
Like That 

A statement that’s often heard 
in conversations amongst Chris-
tians, and between Christians 
and non-Christians, is this: 
“You don’t have to go to 
Church to be a Christian!” 

Is that statement true or not? 
Well, technically it 
is true, sort of. 
What is 
“necessary” to 
being a 
Christian is 
faith in Jesus 
Christ as Lord 
and Savior. It’s trusting in Jesus 
alone to save you and putting 
no hope at all in anything that 
you do. 

The question, I think, is “What 
does that look like?” 

If we start with the Then Com-
mandments (which is probably 
a pretty good place to start), we 
find these words spoken to us 
by God: “You shall have no 
other Gods” . . . or more pre-
cisely: “You shall bring no 
other ‘gods’ before My face.” 
And then, of course, we have 
the Third Commandment: “You 
shall honor the Sabbath Day by 
keeping it holy.” 

Just think for a moment. What 
are you really saying when you 

want to try and figure out what’s 
really going on. I’m just 
sayin . . . 

LWML Minutes 

April 8, 2019 

Call to Order: Mary Wornson, 
President 

Opening Prayer: The business 
meeting was opened with prayer 
by President, Mary Wornson 
and the LWML pledge was re-
cited. 

Attendance: Dee Hoffman, 
Doris Mann, Mary Wornson, 
Marlo Howard, Kay Sowell, 
Joyce Lehning, June Lueckert, 
Diane Schmidt, Janis Bozarth, 
Jeannette Buesing, Penny Harris 

Minutes:  March minutes were 
read and approved. 

Correspondence/
Communications/
Announcements: Thank you 
for help with Lenten diner. 

Treasurer’s Report: A balance 
as of this date was $939.78 
(including $86.52 in mites, 
$264.00 for Rachel House and 
$89.00 to go toward quilts) was 
reported. Final available amount 
was $500.20. 

Mission Grant Story and 

mites report: June Lueckert 
read Mission Grant Story: 
“Prison and Jail Ministry 
Synod-wide Conference in 
2018 – $36,500” 

Unfinished Business:  Rachel 
House “New Mom” donations 
were discussed and a report on 
Lenten dinner was presented.  

New Business: Spring Rally at 
Mt. Calvary was reported on by 

try to assert that you don’t have 
to go to Church to be a Chris-
tian? Are you not putting other 
‘gods’ before the one, true 
God? Are you not saying that 
what you want to do on Sunday 
morning during the Divine Ser-
vice and Bible Class is more 
important than what God says 
you should be doing at that 
time? 

Sure, there are times when you 
may not be able to come to 
Church because of family com-
mitments, illness, work obliga-
tions or myriad other reasons. 
But be honest, if the reason 
you’re saying that you “don’t 

have to go 
to 
Church,” is 

because you 
have other 

priorities in 
your life that 

are more 
important 

at the moment (and yes, I un-
derstand if you have a chance to 
go fishing, camping, vacation 
or some other occasional hap-
ping it’s OK to skip Church 
now and again), or because you 
simply “don’t feel” like coming 
to Church? 

Let me simply tell you this. 
Faith doesn’t talk like that. 
There, I’ve said it. As painful as 
it might be to hear, that’s really 
the truth. It’s true for you, and 
it’s true for me. As Christians 
we should want to be where 
God has promised to be hand-
ing out His gifts, and if we find 
ourselves making excuses too 
often, then maybe we might 
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Mary, Marlo who attended. Net 
goal of $2,075.000 was met for 
Mission Grant. New Mom totes 
will be assembled on Friday, 
April 12. Ronald McDonald 
House work day will be 
April 18. New officers will 
be elected at next meet-
ing: Vice President, 
Janis Bozarth; Secre-
tary, Joyce Lehning; 
and Mite Chair-
man, June 
Lueckert. Fall Board 
meeting will be Octo-
ber 19 at St. John’s, 
Farley. Discussed 
congregation pictures 
and directory. Noted 
that if there is an Easter 
breakfast we will not pro-
vide 3rd Sunday Treats. 
Happy birthday to Kay 
Sowell, 5/14 and Janet Miller, 
5/24 

Our next business meeting will 
be May 13 with Dee Hoffman 
as hostess.  

Third Sunday Treats: 

4/21  ............ Mary, Janis, Erma 
5/19  ....................... Diane, Kay 
6/16  ............. Marlo, Dee, Janis  

The business meeting was ad-
journed with closing prayer and 
prayer requests. 

Bible Study: Mary Wornson 
presented the Bible Study: 
Nameless Women of the Bible 
taken from Spring Lutheran 
Woman’s Quarterly. 

Refreshments were served by 
Marlo Howard . 

Respectfully submitted, 
Janis Bozarth, Secretary 


