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Ten Reasons Why We Use The Liturgy 
western catholic mass form as 
it has been handed down by 
way of the Lutheran Reforma-
tion consisting of the five 
fixed canticles – Kyrie, Gloria 
in Excelsis, Credo, Sanctus, 
and Agnus Dei. Pardon the 
Greek and Latin, but it sounds 
cool and since we still use 
these terms in the Church, I’m 
going to use ‘em too. 
“Liturgy” also includes the as-
signed Scripture texts for the 
Sundays, feast days, and sea-
sons. Most of what I will say 
about the liturgy of the Divine 
Service will pertain to 
“liturgical worship” in general. 
Now, why do we worship ac-
cording to the western, catho-
lic liturgy? 

1. It shows our historic roots. 
Some parts of the liturgy go 
clear back to the days of the 
Apostles. Even the apostolic 
Church did not start with a 
blank liturgical slate but 
adapted and reformed the litur-
gies of the synagogue and the 
Sabbath. The western mass 
shows our western catholic 
roots, of which we as Luther-
ans are not ashamed. Truth be 
known, I’d rather be confused 

What with so many Churches to-
day moving away from the “old 
way” of doing things in an at-
tempt to bring along the 
“Millennial” generation with it’s 
so-called disdain of the status 
quo (and with it their rejection 
of the “traditional” religious 
practices of their predecessors), 
it would seem that Churches to-
day using the historic Liturgy 
would find themselves in the mi-
nority so that even those who 
love using the Liturgy are 
tempted to change in the hopes 
of bringing back some of those 
who have left for what they 
think are greener pastures. 
Never mind the fact that by do-
ing this many of those who have 
been part of the Church for gen-
erations will at the same time 
likely be driven away or at least 
turned off by such a move. 

What follows is an article by 
Rev. Bill Cwirla, pastor at Holy 
Trinity Lutheran Church in Ha-
cienda Heights, California, and 
past former President of Higher 
Things. Prior to entering into the 
ministry Pastor Cwirla was a 
chemical engineer. Pastor 
Cwirla writes: 

First a definition and a dis-
claimer. By “liturgy” I mean the 

with a Roman Catholic than 
just about anything else. We’re 
not the first Christians to walk 
the face of the planet, nor, 
should Jesus tarry, will we be 
the last. The race of faith is a 
relay race, one generation 
handing on (“traditioning” if 
you will) to the next the faith 
once delivered to the saints. 
The historic liturgy underscores 
and highlights this fact. It is 
also “traditionable,” that is, it 
can be handed on to those who 
follow us. 

2. The liturgy serves as a distin-
guishing mark. In other words, 
it distinguishes us from those 
who do not believe, teach, and 
confess the same as we do. 
What we believe determines 
how we worship, and how we 
worship confesses what we be-
lieve. 

3. It is both Theocentric and 
Christocentric (God centered 
and Christ centered). From the 
Invocation of the Triune Name 
in remembrance of Baptism to 
the three-fold Benediction at 
the close of the service, the lit-
urgy is focused almost exclu-
sively on the activity of our Tri-
une God centered in the Person 
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and Work of our Savior, Jesus 
Christ. Worship is not primarily 
about “me” or “we” but about 
God in Christ reconciling the 
world to Himself, as in our Bap-
tism He includes us in His sav-
ing work. 

4. It teaches. The liturgy teaches 
the whole counsel of God – 
creation, redemption, and sancti-
fication, Christ’s incarnation, 
passion, resurrection and reign, 
the Spirit’s outpouring, and the 
new life of faith. Every liturgi-
cal year cycles through these 
themes so that the hearer re-
ceives the “whole counsel of 
God” on a regular basis. 

5. It is transcultural. One of the 
greatest experiences of my wor-
ship life was to be in the Divine 
Service in Siberia with the Sibe-
rian Lutheran Church. Though I 
spoke only a smattering of Rus-
sian, I knew enough to recog-
nize the liturgy, knew what was 
being said (except for the ser-
mon, which was translated for 
us), and was able to participate 
knowledgeably across language 
and cultural barriers. I have had 
the same experience with our 
Chinese mission congregation. 

6. It is repetitive in a good way. 
Repetition is, after all, the 
mother of learning. Fixed texts 
and annual cycles of readings 
lend to deep learning. Obvi-
ously, mindless repetition does 
not accomplish anything; nor 
does endless variety. 

7. It is corporate. Worship is a 
corporate activity. “Let us go to 

the house of the Lord.” The lit-
urgy draws us out of ourselves 
into Christ by faith, and the 
neighbor by love. We are all in 
this together. Worship is not 
simply about what “I get out of 
it,” but I am there also for my 
fellow worshippers to receive 
the gifts of Christ that bind us 
together, and to encourage each 
other to love and good works 
(Hebrews 10:25). We are drawn 
into the dialogue of confession 
and absolution, hearing and con-
fessing, corporate song and 
prayer. To borrow a phrase from 
a favored teacher of mine, in 
Church we are “worded, bodied, 
and bloodied” all together as 
one. 

8. It rescues us from the tyranny 
of the “here and now.” When 
the Roman world was going to 
hell in a handbasket, the Church 
was debating the two natures of 
Christ. In the liturgy, the Word 
sets the agenda, defining our 
needs and shaping our ques-
tions. The temptation is for us to 
turn stones into bread to satisfy 
an immediate hunger and 
scratch a nagging spiritual itch, 
but the liturgy teaches us to live 
by every word that proceeds 
from the mouth of God. 

9. It is external and objective. 
The liturgical goal is not that 
everyone feel a certain way or 
have an identical “spiritual” ex-
perience. Feelings vary even as 
they come and go. The liturgy 
supplies a concrete, external, 
objective anchor in the death 

and resurrection of Jesus Christ 
through Word, water, bread, and 
wine. Faith comes by hearing 
the objective, external Word of 
Christ. 

10. It is the Word of God. This 
is often overlooked by critics of 
liturgical worship. Most of the 
sentences and songs of the lit-
urgy are direct quotations or al-
lusions from Scripture or sum-
maries, such as the Creed. In 
other words, the liturgy is itself 
the Word of God, not simply a 
packaging for the Word. Many 
times the liturgy will rescue a 
bad sermon and deliver what the 
preacher has failed to deliver. I 
know; I’ve been there. 

Well, ten is one of those good 
numbers in the Bible signifying 
completeness, so I’ll stop at ten. 
I’m sure there are more. 

Birthdays 
Mike Owens  ........................ 5/2 
Adyline Christensen  ........... 5/2 
Erik Israel  ............................ 5/5 
Phyllis Clemens  .................. 5/9 
Laura Schmidt  ..................... 5/9 
Bette Hensel  ...................... 5/13 
Kay Sowell  ........................ 5/14 
Kari Goodroad  .................. 5/15 
John Diaz  .......................... 5/17 
Jensen Mayes  .................... 5/18 
Dallas Hoffman  ................. 5/21 
Ginger Cuba  ...................... 5/23 
Janet Miller  ....................... 5/24 
John Mischlich  .................. 5/24 
Abigail O'Grady  ................ 5/24 
Killian Blunk  .................... 5/26 
Karen Wersinger  ............... 5/27 
Carolyn Paterson  ................. 6/3 
Sam Goodroad  .................... 6/3 
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Alec Walworth  ...................  6/3 
Lilly Wornson  ....................  6/4 
Samuel Wornson  ................  6/4 
Alexandria Fairhurst  ...........  6/4 
Dianne Mischlich  ...............  6/6 
Jim Wornson  ......................  6/6 
Carson Schmidt  ..................  6/8 
Steve Harms  .....................  6/10 
Andrea Martinez  ...............  6/10 

Baptisms 

Roy Keller  ..........................  5/1 
Lee Wathen  ........................  5/1 
Ellen Propst  ........................  5/1 
Bruce Cantwell  ...................  5/7 
Jana Schwarz  ......................  5/8 
Courtney Fairhurst  ..............  5/8 
John Luppes  ......................  5/12 
Kayla Propst  .....................  5/12 
Ashley Fairhurst  ...............  5/13 
Cheryl McClain  ................  5/15 
Pat Mayes  .........................  5/18 
Don Jaeger  ........................  5/19 
Tiffany Propst  ...................  5/22 
Tim Wiese  ........................  5/26 
Phyllis Clemens  ................  5/29 
Erik Israel  .........................  5/30 
John Mischlich  ...................  6/1 
Ginger Cuba  .......................  6/1 
Charlene Henke  ..................  6/3 
Ardyth Stone  ......................  6/6 
Bryan Fent  ........................  6/10 

Anniversaries 
Kenneth & Katherine Rogers 

5/3/1969 
Bob Dawn & Marchert 

5/20/1983 
Wayne & Bobbie Suter 

5/22/1982 
Tim & Connie Brammeier 

5/28/1983 
Andy & Michelle Fairhurst 

6/7/2008 

Elders 
Vic Edwards 

Larry Goodroad 
Ken Meier 

Dallas Hoffman 
Peter Korondi 
Bill Moore, Jr. 

Acolytes 
May 1  ............... Tom Goodroad 
May 8  ...............  Sammy Harms 
May 15  ...............  Colton Harris 
May 22  ............ Conner Jackson 
May 29  ............  Simon Korondi 
June 5  .......................  Eli Ramer 
June 12  .............  Gabriel Sowell 
June 19  ........... Ben Starkebaum 
June 26  .............  Andrew Swain 

Ushers 
May 1 & 8 

Bill Moore, Darrin Abend 
May 15 

Ken Meier, Tony Propst 
May 22 

Jack Oldag, Tony Propst 
May 29 

Pete Korondi, Craig Schley 
June 5 

Craig Schley, Fred Walworth 
June 12 & 19 

Gary Schmidt, Norm Sowell 
June 26 

Rick Strack, Wayne Suter 

Greeters 
May 1 

Terry & Lynn Wood 
May 8 

Keith & Mary Wornson 
May 15 

Mark & Leslie Young 
May 22 

Darrin & Debra Abend 
May 29 

Tony & Jane Alshouse 

June 5 
Tanya Altis, Jackie Augur 

June 12 
Melvin & Erma Altis 

June 19 
John Barth, Vic Edwards 

June 26 
Chris & Jessica Blunk 

Altar Guild 
May 1 & June 5 

Pat Owens, Mary Ellett 
May 8 & June 12 

D. Korondi, K. Goodroad 
May 15 

June Ramer, Phyllis Clemens 
May 22 & June 19 

Dee Hoffman, Leslie Young 
May 29 & June 26 

P. Clemens, S. McCubbin 

Ladies Night Out 
Our next event is May 16 at 
6:00 PM. We will meet at the 
Ventana Grill in Excelsior 
Springs. Please sign up on the 
Kiosk. Questions? Contact Shari 
Schley, 686-3270. 

Board of Director’s 
Meeting 

April 11, 2016 

Members present: Connie 
Brammeier, Tim Brammeier, 
Mark Fairhurst, Daniel 
Goodroad, Larry Goodroad, 
Nelson Hayes, Dee Hoffman, 
Bob Marchert, and Leslie 
Young.  

Tim called the meeting to order 
and opened with prayer. 

Evangeline Barth transferred her 
membership in from Grace Lu-
theran Church in Escondido, 
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California. Mark moved we ac-
cept, Dan seconded. Passed by 
vote. 

Dan moved we accept the min-
utes from last meeting, Larry 
seconded. Passed by vote.  

Pastor’s Report: Will be at-
tending the ACELC free confer-
ence April 25th through 29th. 

VP: Nothing new to report 

Treasurer: Mark moved to re-
ceive the report, Dee seconded, 
passed by vote. 

Elders: Nothing new to report. 

Properties: They got the sump 
pumps ready to go and the lights 
replaced in Sanctuary. 

Evangelism: Nothing new to re-
port. The Evangelism committee 
served lunch at the Church 
clean-up. 

Education: Nothing new to re-
port, have been getting the usual 
attendance. 

Stewardship: Nothing new to 
report. 

Youth:  N/A 

Public Relations: Nothing new 
to report. 

Planning: This position is open. 

Services: There are many wed-
dings coming up. They are tak-
ing donations for the baskets.  

New Business: None 

Mark moved we adjourn, Dan 
seconded. 

Closed with the Lord's Prayer. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Emily Goodroad, Secretary 

Youth 
We have registered five of our 
youth and two adult chaperones 
for the upcoming Bread of Life 
2016 Higher Things Conference 
that we will be attending in Ce-
dar Falls, IA, at the University 
of Northern Iowa. The confer-
ence is scheduled for July 5-8th 
this year. With just over two 
months left until we leave for 
our conference, the youth group 
will start meeting soon to work 
through some of the details and 
planning. Some of the things we 
need to start thinking about in-
clude the design of our group’s 
t-shirts, fun activity planning to 
and from the conference, as well 
as events our youth group may 
want to participate in while at 
the conference. In addition, as 
the conference date gets closer, 
we’ll be meeting at Church for 
weekly study sessions to famil-
iarize ourselves with the confer-
ence material.   

Trinity’s youth group is com-
prised of grades 6-12. Everyone 
is encouraged to participate in 
this age range as well as parents 
and we would gladly welcome 
new faces. If you have any ques-
tions, please contact Lisa 
Starkebaum or Connie Bram-
meier.    

Lutherans for Life 
The Northland Chapter meets 
the quarterly at the home of 
Fran and Marsha Szarejko. If 
you have any questions, please 
contact Kimberly Murphy, 628-
6815. Everyone is invited to join 
us at these meetings. 

VBS News 
This year’s VBS program, 
“Bread of Life,” will be held 
July 11-15 from 9:00-12:00. We 
will again be doing registration 
online and the forms are now 
“live.” If you are sending some-
one to VBS this year, just go to 
the congregational website and 
the link is in the first paragraph 
of our welcome message. The 
form to fill out if you would like 
to be a volunteer is also there. 

This is a great opportunity for us 
to invite our friends and 
neighbors to “see Jesus” through 
this yearly outreach into the 
community. Let’s all work to-
gether to make this a big suc-
cess. 

Martin Luther Academy 
Martin Luther Academy is add-
ing a second Kindergarten class 
for the 2016-2017 school year. 
Applications are now being ac-
cepted for this position. Qualifi-
cations include a valid teaching 
certificate in Early Childhood 
for the state of Missouri and 
Synodically trained or have 
completed their colloquy. If in-
terested, please submit a resume 
to the school office, in care of 
Ann Arndt, Principal 

Trinity Care Group 
Do you need assistance because 
of illness, birth of a baby, death, 
hospitalization, etc.? Trinity 
Care Group can help. We would 
be happy to arrange for provid-
ing meals, doing errands, visit-
ing with the family, etc. Please 
contact Dee Hoffman at 320-
2490. 
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Top of The Hill 
The group will meet at Church 
Tuesday, May 10, for pizza, 
salad and yummy desserts at 
11:30 PM. We will spend an af-
ternoon of fun and fellowship. 
Please join us. 

LWML 
Date: April 11, 2016 

Call to Order:  Dianne 
Mischlich 

Opening Hymn: What Is the 
World to Me 

Opening Prayer: Pastor New-
man led with prayer. LWML 
pledge was recited. 

Attendance: Pastor Newman, 
Penny Harris, June Lueckert, 
Mary Wornson, Dee Hoffman, 
Janis Bozarth and Janet Miller, 
Marlo Howard, Joyce Lehning, 
Judy Goodwin, Diane Schmitt, 
Dianne Mischlich. 

Minutes: March minutes were 
read and approved. 

Correspondence: A letter was 
read from LWML that included 
envelopes that are to be used for 
memorials. 

Treasurer’s Report: A balance 
as of 4/7/2016 was $917.73 
(including $121.79 in mites). 

Mission Grant Story was by 
Janet Miller entitled “Providing 
Hope for Detroit – Acts 2 Enter-
prise (A2E)” 

Quilting Report:  Two senior 
quilts have been completed. 

Unfinished Business: None.  

New Business: Plans were 
made for spring rally in Farley, 

MO, on 4/16. Attendees will 
meet at the Church at 8:30. Ad-
ditional information and details 
to come by e-mail. 

Election of Officers: Vice 
President, Janet Miller; Treas-
urer, Kay Sowell; Mites, Penny 
Harris. Slate of officers was ap-
proved. 

Next work day at Ronald 
McDonald House will be 4/21. 

Had discussion about possible 
LWML picnic in the shelter 
house before new construction 
begins. A motion was made by 
Penny Harris and seconded by 
Janet Miller. Motion carried. 

Third Sunday Treats: 

March 17: Diane Schmidt, Janis 
Bozarth, Dee Hoffman 

May 15: Kay Sowell, Janis Bo-
zarth, Dianne Mischlich 

June 19: Judy Goodwin, Penny 
Harris, Dee Hoffman. 

Next meeting will be Monday, 
May 9, with Kay Sowell as host-
ess.  

Business meeting was adjourned 
with The Lord’s Prayer and 
prayer requests. 

Bible Study was led by Pastor 
Newman entitled, “Elections 
and Our Christian Faith” 

Refreshments were served by 
Mary Wornson. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Janis Bozarth, Secretary 

ACELC Free Conference 
Pastor Newman attended the re-
cent ACELC Free Conference in 
Nashville, Tennessee during the 
last week of April. 

This year’s Conference was en-
titled “Christ For Us: Dispute 
Resolution.” It dealt with the is-
sues in our Synod regarding 
how disputes are settled on a 
Synodical, District and congre-
gational level. 

Our speakers this year were pas-
tors and theologians who were 
well versed in this process and 
procedure either as “Recon-
cilers,” District or Synodical Of-
ficers and pastors. 

All in all the Conference was 
quite informative and instruc-
tive. This year, for the first time, 
we were able to videotape the 
entire event, including the indi-
vidual presentations, the Q&A 
sessions following, as well as all 
the Conference sermons. 

If you would like to watch the 
conference videos, just go to our 
website, www.acelc.net, and 
you will find a link in the first 
paragraph of the welcome mes-
sage as well as under the 
“Resources” link on the toolbar. 

If you watch the videos and 
have any questions or com-
ments, please feel free to give 
pastor a call and he would be 
happy to meet with you to dis-
cuss the Conference or the work 
of the ACELC, which we are all 
involved in as a member congre-
gation. 


