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† † † † † † † 

In the Name of the Father, and of the † 
Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. The 
night before Pharaoh agreed to finally allow 
God’s people to leave Egypt was a horrific, 
bloody night. Countless children, cattle, and 
lambs had to die. They had to die because 
Pharaoh’s heart had been hardened, but also 
because in the Garden our first parents, Ad-
am and Eve, had eaten fruit from the forbid-
den tree. In that act of defiance against God 
and His Word they joined themselves with 
the rebel angel armies of Satan, took up the 
cause of death, and plunged us and all crea-
tion into chaos, destruction, and slavery to 
sin. The lambs who shed their blood, of 
course, were innocent. They had not re-
belled, sinned, or enslaved anyone. Yet they 
nonetheless died that night and were sacri-
ficed – their blood marking the doors of 
those who had submitted to God’s Word 
through Moses – who, in repentance, were 
pleading for mercy to the only One who 
could give it. Thus while the angel of death 
took the firstborn of the Egyptians, the peo-
ple whose doorposts were marked by the 
blood of the lamb were spared, and the an-
gel of death passed over them. 

The night before God’s people were al-
lowed to leave Egypt was a bloody night 
because, while God loves the world, He has 
no sympathy for those who reject Him, at-
tempt to worship Him by some other name, 
refuse to hear His Word, or ask Him to share 
their devotion and prayers with false gods. 
These get only what they desire and de-
serve, the inheritance of the fall and eternal 
death. But don’t be taken in by sentimentali-
ty, for in spite of their innocence, God has 

no sympathy for the lambs either. He has no 
sympathy because their blood was the price 
of man’s rebellion. They had to die so that 
men might once again be God’s. Thus God 
loved the world by killing these lambs and 
hiding His people under innocent blood, so 
that the killing angel might pass over them – 
so that through the lamb’s death they might 
be spared from death. 

But it wasn’t enough that the lambs died 
in place of those sinners whose doors were 
marked with the innocent blood which hid 
them from the angel of death. Because the 
people still needed life, they next ate the 
flesh of the lambs whose blood had saved 
them. Safe from death, they ate in a foreign 
land, in haste, and in preparation for their 
pilgrimage to freedom. They drew strength 
and nourishment for their journey from the 
flesh God provided. The lambs, if you will, 
had done double duty. They had served as a 
substitute for God’s people and had turned 
away the angel of death. Now their flesh 
would feed these same people as they es-
caped the slavery of Egypt, and were given 
strength on their journey to the Promised 
Land. 

The night before Our Lord’s departure 
from this life was also bloody. In the Garden 
His anguish turned to bloody sweat, but His 
Father was unflinching about the needed 
Sacrifice. As the Lamb of God, Jesus would 
also have to die so that men might once 
again be God’s. Christ’s blood would stain 
thorns, whips, the hands of evil men, the 
wood of the cross, and the dust of Golgotha 
as God once again spared men from death 
through death. But first, the Blood of the 
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Lamb would have to stain the cup and lips 
of His children to mark the doors of theirs 
hearts so that the angel of death might pass 
over them. The Lamb of God who takes 
away the sin of the world would do what 
those lambs in Egypt were only able to il-
lustrate. His life would also do double duty 
– first He would die as our Substitute. And 
then, having died in our place, He would 
give Himself to us as Food to sustain us on 
our journey to the promised land of heaven. 

Thus in our eating and drinking in the 
Supper we proclaim the Death He once-for-
all died as the all-atoning Sacrifice which 
removes our guilt and sin. His is the Death 
which makes those who believe in Him safe 
from death. And His living flesh in the 
bread and wine – truly present according to 
His promise – comprehended only by faith – 
is what sustains us now in our journey to-
ward heaven. When men take into their 
mouths Christ’s Body and Blood but deny it 
– and when they’re impenitent or mouth a 
hypocritical confession, they make a mock-
ery of His gift. Thus, St. Paul warns that 
such unworthy reception brings only God’s 
judgment. What God meant for good, fallen 
men have perverted and used for evil to 
promote their own agenda, and create their 
own brand of phony unity. 

Therefore you must heed Paul’s warning 
and examine yourself – whether you believe 
Christ’s body and blood are really present in 
this Meal, whether you are heartily sorry for 
your sins, whether you truly trust in Christ 
as Savior, and whether we are one together 
in our common confession of the faith. So, 
examine yourself, dear Christian. Remem-
ber how God called you to be His own, 

Baptized you into His Name, gave you faith, 
and revealed His grace and will to you in 
His Word – and all so that you might sorrow 
over your sin and want to do better. God has 
united us together under a common confes-
sion so that we are now able to call one an-
other “brother” and “sister” – not in some 
abstract sense, but in the knowledge of the 
concrete reality that God has united us to-
gether as one in His Son – not just in heav-
en, but also here on earth. 

Thus, we come together tonight on bend-
ed knee seeking mercy and forgiveness, so 
that we might receive Christ’s very body 
and blood to our good. Before coming, you 
might ask, “Am I worthy?” And the answer 
is “Yes” – because God has made you wor-
thy through the sacrifice of His Son. In Him 
He has forgiven you all your sin. He has 
given you faith, placed you in the fellow-
ship of His Church, and given us all a com-
mon confession: namely, that according to 
His Word, Christ died for us all on Calvary’s 
cross and rose again to bring you life, for 
the grave could not hold Him. He is the only 
Hope for fallen sinners – the true and only 
Savior – God and Man in one Christ – who 
has loved you to the end. His Doctrine is 
what sets men free and liberates them from 
all false gods and the false teachings of the 
devil. And at the last He will bring you fi-
nally into the heavenly promised land, 
where you will live forever with Him who is 
our Life, even Jesus Christ our Lord. May it 
always be so for His sake. Amen. 

And now that peace of God, which passes 
all understanding, will keep your hearts and 
minds in that one true faith in Christ Jesus, 
unto life everlasting. Amen. 

 


