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True Love Is Built on Doctrine 
course, is where Jesus speaks to 
us most clearly. 

People who claim to have a rela-
tionship with Jesus apart from 
the teaching and words of Scrip-
ture – apart from doctrine – have 
fallen for the postmodern belief 

that truth is a human construct 
employed in the pursuit of power 
and therefore truth is relative. 
Such thinking is not new. It is 
pursued by all false teachers who 
promote their wares. Adam and 
Eve were the first ones to be 
mesmerized under the spell of 
thinking they could have a rela-
tionship with God while at the 
same time they were ignoring 
His Words – that is, His doctrine: 
“And the LORD God com-
manded the man, saying, ‘You 
may surely eat of every tree of 

Especially during the seasons of 
Advent/Christmas and Lent/Easter, 
we who believe what Holy Scrip-
ture teaches are confronted with the 
reality of the fact that sadly we live 
in a world and amongst a people 
who are hostile to what we believe, 
teach and confess as Christians. So 
what are we to do? How can we 
reach out to those who believe 
differently than we do – or not 
at all. One of the things Chris-
tians attempt to do is win others 
over with talk about what Jesus, 
and their relationship with Jesus 
means to them, but they are often 
reluctant to go much deeper than 
that in their conversation, feeling, 
perhaps that in-depth conversation 
about Christian doctrine isn’t really 
appreciated or necessary. 

“I have a relationship with Jesus. 
I’m not interested in doctrine.” 
This kind of talk is heard so fre-
quently in our world today that it’s 
taken on an air of truth. But are 
such words true? Can you actually 
have a relationship with Jesus – or 
anyone for that matter – apart from 
words, that is, apart from doctrine? 
Well, let’s consider the word, 
“doctrine,” for a moment. Doctrine 
is actually a Greek word that has 
been brought into English. Trans-
lated simply, “doctrine” means 
“teaching.” And what is taught 
within the Christian faith is no 
more than data and facts that arise 
from Holy Scripture – which, of 

the garden, but of the tree of the 
knowledge of good and evil you 
shall not eat, for in the day that 
you eat of it you shall surely 
die.” (Gen 2:16-17) 

Like our first parents, when we re-
fuse to hold to doctrine in our re-
lationship with God, the result is 
death. Does not the human 
“relationship” in marriage 
quickly disintegrate when one of 
the partners in that marriage 
doesn’t hold, treasure, observe, 

or follow the words/doctrine of 
the other? Every marriage coun-
selor and pastor who has worked 
with troubled marital relationships 
will attest to this sad truth. How 
much more then does the heav-
enly relationship die when we, as 
Christ’s bride, seek to a relation-
ship with Jesus irrespective of 
what He has said in His Word/

Doctrine! Whenever one claims to 
have a relationship with Jesus 
apart from His doctrine, that rela-
tionship is on or will soon be 
heading toward rocky shoals. 

As sure as flowers bloom in the 
spring, we know there will be 
secularists tearing down and slan-
dering the Faith under the pre-
tense of reporting the latest schol-
arly findings. Lately promoted in 
the media is the “news” that Jesus 
had a wife. Never mind the fact 
that such spurious documents 
were not written by eye-witnesses 
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of Christ’s life, but centuries after 
the life, death, and resurrection of 
Jesus – and by followers of Gnosti-
cism, which denies the Trinity and 
the two natures of Christ – both of 
which are Biblical doctrines! 

Such beliefs and many like them 
don’t develop in a vacuum over-
night. Rather they grow and mature 
in an environment which asserts 
that doctrine doesn’t matter – but 
that what does matter is having a 
“relationship” with Jesus. The 
written Word is seen sadly by 
many as nothing more than a 
shackle inhibiting the “leading of 
the spirit.” 

So, true love is a relationship built 
on doctrine – never apart from it. 
When a man and woman meet, the 
“chemistry” between them is in-
vigorated when in their conversa-
tion they find that they hold in 
common certain facts or data – cer-
tain doctrines. Aware that they 
hold this in common they are 
drawn closer to each other. Con-
sumers of on-line dating sites 
freely admit they are attracted to 
those with whom they share com-
mon data and facts, for it is upon 
this doctrine that relationships 
blossom. Where the doctrine (data 
and facts) turns out to be unreliable 
or questionable the relationship 
will likely fall apart. 

This is why Jesus has given the 
Church – and specifically His un-
der shepherds (pastors) – the re-
sponsibility of speaking and teach-
ing about the life of Christ to peo-
ple in sermons, Bible studies and 
Confirmation Classes. To be sure, 
the Holy Spirit says that doctrine 
saves, that  it brings people into a 
relationship with Jesus. That’s why 
St. Paul wrote: “Watch your life 
and doctrine closely. Persevere in 
them, because if you do, you will 
save both yourself and your hear-

ers” (I Timothy 4:16). And that’s 
also why Jesus, in John 8, said: “If 
you abide in My word, you are 
truly My disciples.” (John 8:31) 
And to drive home the point He 
also said: “Beware of false proph-
ets, who come to you in sheep’s 
clothing but inwardly are ravenous 
wolves. You will recognize them by 
their fruits. Are grapes gathered 
from thorn bushes, or figs from 
thistles?” (Matthew 7:15-16). 

The fruit by which you recognize 
either false or true prophets isn’t 
by their lifestyle or good works. 
I’m sure you’ve met many non-
Christians who are truly nice peo-
ple, who excel at the good works 
of kindness, gentleness, patience 
and other such virtues. Should we 
think Jesus meant us to understand 
that false and true prophets can be 
detected by their behavior – their 
good works? If that’s what you be-
lieve you will have inadvertently 
veered into works’ righteousness 
which was the theology of the Me-
dieval Church and what many still 
teach to this day. Indeed, if that 
were true, Jesus would be no dif-
ferent from Buddha, Mohammed, 
Joseph Smith etc., who, standing 
on the sidelines, would seek to 
coach us concerning how we might 
earn our own salvation. 

False prophets and true can only be 
identified by the doctrinal facts 
they proclaim and teach. These 
doctrinal facts are communicated 
in Law-Gospel preaching as the 
Holy Spirit is always carried along 
in and through the sound waves of 
pure teaching. When the pure 
preaching of the Word comes forth 
the ever present Holy Spirit creates 
where and when He will a trusting 
relationship with Him who speaks 
these words; that is, Christ. (Luke 
10:17) 

When the right administration of 
the Sacrament of Baptism is con-
ducted with the doctrine of water 
and the Triune name, the recipient 
is brought into a loving, eternal re-
lationship with Jesus who, inciden-
tally, is the One who is doing the 
Baptizing! A most loving, forgiv-
ing relationship is fostered only 
when the data of the Words of In-
stitution along with the facts of 
bread and wine are employed. 
With such facts a relationship of 
forgiveness, mercy, love, and trust 
are strengthened with Jesus who 
comes to us in, with, and under the 
bread and wine. 

The whole tenor and theme of 
Scripture is that of the indissoluble 
unity between having a relation-
ship with the living, Triune God in 
and through doctrine, namely, by 
keeping his Word. This is why Je-
sus said: “If anyone loves Me, he 
will keep My word, and my Father 
will love him, and We will come to 
him and make our home with him. 
Whoever does not love Me does 
not keep My words. And the word 
that you hear is not Mine but the 
Father who sent Me.” (John 14:23-
24) 

So, away with all this misleading 
talk about the possibility of having 
a “relationship” with Jesus apart 
from doctrine – apart from Jesus’ 
Words. Let us instead rejoice and 
be glad in the gift of doctrine 
which Jesus gives. For in the gift 
of pure doctrine freely given to us 
by Jesus in Holy Scripture we have 
a loving relationship with the risen 
Lord! 

Birthdays 
Shirley Kueck  .........................  3/6 
Tom Goodroad  ........................  3/7 
Marlo Howard  .........................  3/9 
Connie Brammeier  ..................  3/9 
Deann Benningfield  ..............  3/13 
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Wayne Suter  .........................  3/16 
Amanda Schroeder  ...............  3/18 
Bob Howard  .........................  3/20 
Pat Mayes  .............................  3/23 
Chris Blunk  ...........................  3/24 
Conner Jackson  .....................  3/24 
Lee Wathen  ...........................  3/25 
Rick Strack  ...........................  3/25 
Char Henke  ...........................  3/26 
Delany Stout  .........................  3/26 
Cheryl McClain  ....................  3/28 
Kayla Propst  .........................  3/31 
Gwen Mayes  ...........................  4/2 
Sean Williams  .........................  4/3 
John Luppes  ............................  4/5 
Taylor Altis  .............................  4/5 

Baptisms 
Kevin Schroeder  .....................  3/1 
Allen Harris  ............................  3/4 
Rick Strack  .............................  3/9 
Shane Strack  ...........................  3/9 
Craig Schley  .........................  3/13 
Steve Christensen  .................  3/14 
Bobbie Suter  .........................  3/14 
Bill Wersinger  ......................  3/16 
Tom Goodroad  .....................  3/20 
John Barth  .............................  3/26 
Alan Bozarth  ...........................  4/1 
Michelle Fairhurst  ..................  4/1 
Jack Oldag  ..............................  4/6 
Alec Walworth  .......................  4/6 
Doris Mann  .............................  4/7 
Ben Augur  ..............................  4/8 
Taylor Altis  .............................  4/9 

Anniversaries 
Bill & Laura Perry 

3/6/1976 

Tom & Phyllis Clemens 
3/8/1997 

Peter & Deanna Korondi 
3/11/1989 

Mike & Colleen Jackson 
3/24/1984 

Keith & Mary Wornson 
4/4/1970 

Tony & Jane Alshouse 
4/4/1981 

Elders 
Vic Edwards 

Larry Goodroad 
Ken Meier 

Dallas Hoffman 
Peter Korondi 
Bill Moore, Jr. 

Acolytes 
3/11  ......................  Sammy Harms 
3/15  .....................  Tom Goodroad 
3/18  ......................  Sammy Harms 
3/22  ....................  Conner Jackson 
3/25  ........................  A.J. Martinez 
3/29  .............................. Eli Ramer 

Ushers 
March 11 

Kevin Schroeder & Norm Sowell 

March 15 & 18 
Tim Brammeier & John Diaz 

March 22 & 25 
R. Stumpenhaus & A. Starkebaum 

March 29 
Vic Edwards & Andy Fairhurst 

Greeters 
March 15 

Ken & Brenda Meier 

March 18 
Tony & Ellen Propst 

March 22 
Bill Moore & Linda Newman 

March 25 
Alan & Debra Rhea 

March 29 
Yvonne O’Grady & Nelson Hayes 

Altar Guild 
March 11 

Phyllis Clemens 

March 15 
McCubbin & Phyllis Clemens 

March 18 
Penny Harris 

March 22 
Dee Hoffman & Leslie Young 

March 25 
Pat Owens 

March 29 
McCubbin & Clemens 

Easter Preparations 
We’re now into the 3rd Week of 
Lent, and Easter will soon be here! 
Please consider joining us each 
Wednesday evening for dinner at 
6:00 before the Service at 7:15. 

Palm Sunday, March 29, will begin 
the Holy Week observances as all 
the youngsters of the congregation 
join in the Procession of Palms at 
the beginning of the Divine Ser-
vice. During Holy Week there will 
be no Midweek CBS classes, no 
Men’s or Women’s Bible Studies, 
and no Matins Service. 

Private Confession and Absolution 
will be available on Maundy 
Thursday afternoon from 3:00 to 
5:00, or by appointment anytime. 
Maundy Thursday Communion 
Service and Good Friday Tenebrae 
Service will both be at 7:00. Dur-
ing the Eve of Easter we will have 
our Prayer Vigil, when we ask the 
members of the congregation to set 
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aside some time for prayer in the 
Nave of our Sanctuary at half hour 
intervals throughout the night 
(resources will be made available). 

Easter morning Sunrise Service 
will be at 6:30, followed by the an-
nual Youth Easter Breakfast. Then 
at 9:00 there will be another Divine 
Service, which is essentially the 
same as the Sunrise Service for 
those who would prefer to attend at 
that hour. 

Family Fellowship 
The group will be going bowling at 
Plattsburg Bowl on March 21 from 
6-10 P.M. Everyone is welcome! 
Come join us for a fun evening of 
bowling! Please bring a snack to 
share. Drinks must be bought 
there, but are very reasonably 
priced. Cost of bowling...FREE! 
Contact Larry Goodroad with 
questions. 

TLC Preschool  
Enrollment is now being taken for 
the fall. A Parents Day Out will 
also be available in June and July 
from 8:30 AM till noon on 
Wednesday and Thursday. For 
more information or to enroll, call 
Stacey at 682-9939. 

Ladies Night Out 
Our next event is March 23 at 6:00 
PM. We will be headed to the 
Cracker Barrel in Liberty. Con-
sider joining us for an evening of 
food and fellowship. Pease sign up 
on the kiosk. Questions? Contact 
Shari Schley at (816) 686-3270. 

MLA 
Greetings to you in the name of 
our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 
Martin Luther Academy is back in 
session after a long Christmas 
break, and we are now excited and 
ready for the second half of the 

school year. One of the great op-
portunities that occurs in January is 
our Open House. This is a perfect 
time for new families to come to 
our facility, meet our teachers, and 
learn more about our school. 
Thank you for sharing this infor-
mation with your congregation, 
friends and family.  

Another great event that takes 
place in the second half of the 
school year is our annual MLA 
Auction. This year it is on Satur-
day, March 28th. The auction this 
year will be held on our campus, 
allowing so many of our supporters 
to see our school, and how great it 
is for educating our children. We 
appreciate everyone who attended 
the auction in the past, and we look 
forward to your return. We, of 
course, look forward to having 
newcomers as well. Please contact 
the school office (816.734.1060) 
and someone can help you with 
ticket sales. This is our biggest 
fundraiser of the year, and we 
really need your support and par-
ticipation. I hope you are able to 
make it. Check out our auction 
Facebook page (https://www.
facebook.com/
events/559936527471191/) for 
more information. 

MLA is a great place. If you have 
children in elementary or middle 
school, I hope you consider send-
ing your child here. Please contact 
me if you are interested, and I 
would love to share information 
about our school.  

Thank you for all of your support 
and prayers as we continue to nur-
ture children spiritually, emotion-
ally and academically. 

Yours in Christ, 
Rick Schneider, MLA Principal 

Summer 
Sunday School 

Parents:  Would you like to have a 
summer Sunday School class for 
your children approximately 3 
years to 1st grade? If you have an 
interest, please advise Leslie 
Young, 308-5970 

Youth 
The Annual Sweetheart Dinner 
hosted by the Youth Group was 
held on Saturday, February 7th. The 
youth served just over 100 people 
that evening and raised roughly 
$1,800 to put towards the Te Deum 
2015 Higher Things youth confer-
ence this July. Thanks so much to 
all of the youth, parents, and 
grandparents for volunteering your 
time to make this event a success 
and a BIG thank you to all who at-
tended the dinner in support of our 
Youth Group. We hope that you 
enjoyed the evening.  

The Youth Group is planning to go 
ice skating on Sunday, March 1. 
Youth and chaperones will meet at 
church at 1:00 pm and leave 
shortly thereafter. 

The Youth Group will be hosting 
the March 11th Lenten dinner. 
More details to come regarding the 
menu for that evening. 
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And don’t forget that we are host-
ing the Easter Breakfast on April 
5th . . . We’ll be getting in touch 
with you about what you can do to 
help. 

Trinity’s Youth Group consists of 
6-12th graders. We would love for 
you to come join us!! Please watch 
the bulletin and Kiosk for updates 
on upcoming events. If you have 
any questions, please feel free to 
give me a call. 

Lisa Starkebaum, 
Youth Director 

Trinity Care Group 
Do you need assistance because of 
illness, birth of a baby, death, hos-
pitalization, etc.? Trinity Care 
Group can help. We would be 
happy to arrange for providing 
meals, doing errands, visiting with 
the family, etc. Please contact Dee 
Hoffman at 320-2490. 

It Is To Laugh 
I received this from Larry 
Goodroad . . . you can draw your 
own conclusions. ☺ 

The Explanation 

Brains of older people are slow be-
cause they know so much.  People 
do not decline mentally with age, it 

just takes them longer to recall 
facts because they have more in-
formation in their brains, scientists 
believe. 

Much like a computer struggles as 
the hard drive gets full, so, do hu-
mans take longer to access infor-
mation when their brains are 
full.  Researchers say this slowing 
down process is not the same as 
cognitive decline. 

The human brain works slower in 
old age, said Dr. Michael Ramscar, 
but only because we have stored 
more information over time.  The 
brains of older people do not get 
weak.  On the contrary, they  sim-
ply know more. 

Also, older people often go to an-
other room to get something and 
when they get there, they stand 
there wondering what  they came 
for.  It is not a memory problem, it 
is nature's way of making older 
people get more exercise. So there! 

I have more friends I should send 
this to, but right now I can't re-
member their names... 

Top Of The Hill 
The group will meet at 11:30 on 
Tuesday, March 10, at JJ’s Restau-
rant and return to Church for des-
sert. Please join us for this time of 
fun and fellowship. 

MLA Golf Outing 
The 11th annual event will be Sat-
urday, April 18, at 1:00 PM at the 
Winder Stone Golf Course, Inde-
pendence. Fee for the day includ-
ing cookout is $100. For more in-
formation call the office, 734-1060 
or Daryl Rinne, 628-6040. 

Board of Director’s 
Meeting 

January 12, 2015 

Members present: Connie Bram-
meier, Mark Fairhurst, Dan 
Goodroad, Larry Goodroad, Dee 

Hoffman, Ian Larson, Bob 
Marchert, Pastor, Lisa Starkebaum 
and Leslie Young. 

Bob called the meeting to order. 
Pastor opened with prayer. 

Herb Israel transferred his mem-
bership to Trinity Lutheran Church 
in Ithaca, New York. 

Mark moved we accept last 
month’s minutes, Dan seconded. 

Pastor: nothing new to report. 

Vice President: nothing new to re-
port. 

Treasurer’s Report: Mark moved 
we receive the report, Lisa sec-
onded. 

Elders: They had a meeting last 
month and studied The Book of 
Concord. 

Properties: nothing new to report. 

Evangelism: nothing new to re-
port. 

Education: nothing new to report. 

Stewardship: No director, Mark 
moved to appoint Nelson, Leslie 
seconded. 

Youth: Sweetheart dinner is com-
ing up on February 7th from 5-7 
pm. The youth are registered for 
the 

Higher Things conference this 
summer. 

Public Relations: nothing new to 
report. 

Congregational Planning: noth-
ing new to report. 

Services: Prepared a gift basket for 
Carlee Luppes’ baptism. 

Unfinished Business: 

Reports for Congregational Meet-
ing were due by January 18th. The 
meeting will be held on February 
8th after Sunday School. Lunch will 
be provided. 
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Larry moved we adjourn. Pastor 
closed with prayer. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Emily Goodroad 

Walther’s Word of  
Welcome to 

New Church Members 
The following short letter was 
written by our first Synodical 
President, sometime in the mid 
1800s, to welcome new members 
to the congregation he was serving. 
He writes: 

By signing the constitution of our 
congregation, you have shown that 
you approve of it and have sol-
emnly promised to abide in it. In 
the name of the congregation I 
welcome you as voting members. 
Permit me to add a few remarks. 

Only that is a good deed which is 
promoted by proper motives and 
performed in a proper spirit. Alms, 
for example, are good deeds only 
when given out of love, not under 
pressure or merely to make people 
believe that you are a Christian. 
Diligence in our earthly calling is a 
good deed only when it issues from 
the desire to please God, who wills 
that we eat our daily bread in the 
sweat of the brow, and not because 
you wish to gain riches. 

The same holds true with respect to 
joining a Christian congregation. 
That, too, is a good deed only if we 
do so because it is Christ's will that 
believers unite in proclaiming His 
Word, conducting public worship, 
and building and spreading His 
kingdom. The same step would be 
sinful if taken for the sake of 
earthly gain, as we read of Simon, 
the sorcerer, who joined the Chris-
tian congregation in Samaria to en-

rich himself in a material way. 
(Acts 8) 

What has been said holds true also 
in the case of those who unite with 
a truly Evangelical Lutheran con-
gregation. And this step is a good 
deed only if they wish to join such 
a congregation in preference to a 
congregation of another denomina-
tion because they are convinced 
that only the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church teaches the pure, unadul-
terated doctrine of God's Word. 
Were someone, however, to seek 
voting membership in a Lutheran 
congregation simply because he 
was born and reared in its midst, or 
to please his parents, or because 
his friends are members of that 
congregation, or because the loca-
tion of its church makes it conven-
ient to attend its services, he would 
not perform a good deed, even 
though God may have led him into 
that church for the purpose of mak-
ing him a true Lutheran, in other 
words, an orthodox Christian. 

What has been said emphasizes 
three factors that are essential in 
the make-up of a genuine member 
of a Lutheran congregation. 

1. A genuine member of a Lu-
theran congregation must have a 
thorough understanding of pure 
Lutheran doctrine or at least must 
desire to grow in the knowledge of 
it. Such a one will imitate the Bere-
ans in searching the Scriptures 
daily, he will not lay aside his 
Catechism when he has completed 
his elementary school training, but 
throughout his life continue to re-
view it in order that he may under-
stand it better and become more 
thoroughly grounded in it. He will 
read other good orthodox books 
and periodicals to become ever 
more firmly established in the pure 

doctrine. In Hebrews 5:12 those 
Christians who are neglectful in 
this point are censured. We read: 
"For though by this time you 
ought to be teachers, you have 
need again for someone to teach 
you the elementary principles of 
the oracles of God, and you have 
come to need milk and not solid 
food. "  

2. A member of a Lutheran congre-
gation must be able to defend his 
faith and to prove its correctness 
from God's Word. St. Peter writes, 
I Peter 3:15: "Be ready always to 
give an answer to every man that 
asks a reason of the hope that is 
in you with meekness and fear." 
A sad state of affairs is revealed 
when members of a Lutheran con-
gregation, asked about their faith, 
say, "You will have to ask my pas-
tor about that."  

3. A member of a Lutheran congre-
gation should be able to distinguish 
pure doctrine from false doctrines. 
Only spineless Lutherans can say: 
"What do I care about doctrinal 
controversies! They do not concern 
me in the least. I'll let those who 
are more learned than I am bother 
their heads about such matters." 
They may even be offended when 
they observe that religious leaders 
engage in doctrinal disputes. A 
genuine Lutheran will not forget 
that in the Epistle of Jude also lay 
Christians are admonished 
"earnestly to contend for the 
faith which was once delivered to 
the saints." What is more, Christ 
warns all Christians: "Beware of 
false prophets." And St. John 
writes in his first epistle: "Beloved, 
do not believe every spirit, but 
try the spirits whether they are 
of God, because many false 
prophets are gone out into the 
world."  
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It is a settled fact that whoever is 
indifferent to false doctrine is in-
different also to pure doctrine and 
his soul's salvation, and has no 
right to bear the name Lutheran 
and the name of Christ. 
From: Church Membership: Addresses 
and Prayers at the meeting of the Evan-
gelical Lutheran Joint Congregation of St. 
Louis, MO., and Its Board of Elders, by 
Dr. C.F.W. Walther, CPH, St. Louis, MO. 
1931. 

Board of Director’s 
Meeting 

February 16th, 2015 

Members present: Connie Bram-
meier, Mark Fairhurst, Larry 
Goodroad, Nelson Hayes, Curt 
Henke, Ian Larson, Pastor, Norm 
Sowell, Leslie Young. 

Curt called the meeting to order. 
Pastor opened with prayer. 

Carlee Ann Luppes was Baptized 
into membership since our last 
meeting. 

Norm moved we accept the min-
utes from last month, Nelson sec-
onded. 

Pastor: nothing new to report 

Vice President: N/A 

Treasurer: Elevator is paid off, we 
are now working on the chair lift. 
Norm moved to receive the treas-
urer’s report, Nelson seconded. 

Elders: Talked about visits and 
studied The Book of Concord at 
their last meeting. 

Properties: We will have a church 
work day on March 28th starting a 
9 am. Thrivent is giving the church 
$150 to Family Tree Nursery to 
use how we wish. 

Evangelism: Will be forming a 
Thrivent Action Team to provide 
lunch for the work day. They are 

also looking for suggestions on 
what to do next with evangelism. 

Education: Getting contacts with 
the preschool. 

Stewardship: Looking for help 
and plans to write a few articles for 
the newsletter. 

Youth: Will be ice skating in Feb-
ruary or March. The Sweetheart 
Dinner was a success with 97 
guests. They made $1200 with a 
$500 match from Thrivent. 

Public Relations: Continuing to 
submit articles to the paper. 

Planning: The contract for the 
chair lift is signed. An electrician 
is needed to install lighting down-
stairs and in the back stairwell as 
safe lighting and we will wrap that 
into the chair lift cost. A fire extin-
guisher and a different door lock is 
still needed in our elevator. 

Services: N/A 

Unfinished Business: Preschool 
Update- Planning to do an Open 
House on a Tuesday or Sunday af-
ternoon in March and are thinking 
of doing a Parent’s Day Out in 
June or July. They plan to place 
signs out and ads in the paper for 
enrollment for Fall 2015. The Pre-
school finances are dwindling so 
we need to get enrollment in-
creased for it to stay open in the 
coming school year. 

Pastor closed with prayer. Dan 
moved we adjourn, Ian seconded. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Emily Goodroad 

Annual Voters’ Meeting 
February 8th 

Bob Marchert called the meeting to 
order. Pastor opened with prayer. 

Norm moved we accept the Direc-
tors’ reports, Nelson seconded, 
passed by vote. 

Missions Resolution: Norm moved 
to amend the presented resolution 
by adding ‘divide the remaining 
2/3 equally to each Fort Wayne 
and Lutheran High School.’ Larry 
moved to vote on the new amend-
ment, Tim seconded, passed by 
vote. 

Connie moved to use the donations 
made for lunch and anything else 
raised today to go toward paying 
off the elevator. Larry seconded, 
passed by vote. 

Bob Marchert moved we adjourn, 
Bob Howard seconded, passed by 
vote. 

Pastor closed with prayer. 

Mission Resolution 
Whereas, Trinity Lutheran Church 
of Kearney, Missouri (hereafter re-
ferred to as Trinity Lutheran 
Church) is committed to missions 
and believes in the spreading of 
God’s Word, and 

Whereas, Trinity Lutheran Church 
is also committed to developing 
our children to be stewards of 
God’s Word, and 

Whereas, Trinity Lutheran Church 
has already supported the North-
land Lutheran School Association 
(NLSA) and Martin Lutheran 
Academy for a great many years, 
and  

Whereas, many of the goals of the 
NLSA and Martin Lutheran Acad-
emy have already been met, and 

Whereas the NLSA and Martin Lu-
theran are now financially stable, 
and 

Whereas, Trinity Lutheran Church 
also recognizes that there are other 
entities which are in need of finan-
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cial support including Lutheran 
High School, Kansas City, and the 
Seminaries of the Missouri Synod, 
therefore 

Be It Resolved the Trinity Lu-
theran Church, at the end of the 
current school year, terminate its 
membership in the NLSA, but still 
continue to support the NLSA with 
an amount equal to approximately 
one-third (1/3) of what is currently 
being sent to them, and 

Be It Further Resolved that Trin-
ity Lutheran Church divide the re-
maining two-thirds (2/3) of the 
money currently being sent to the 
NLSA equally to support Lutheran 
High School of Kansas City and 
Concordia Theological Seminary, 
Fort Wayne, Indiana, and 

Be It Finally Resolved that Trinity 
Lutheran Church go on record as 
fully supporting the mission work 
of the aforementioned entities as 
well as any other forms of mission-
ary activity as might be directed by 
the voters of Trinity Lutheran 
Church in the future. 

Respectfully Submitted: 

Trinity Lutheran Church 
Board of Directors 

Stewardship Notes 
Ephesians 5:15-20 – “Look care-
fully then how you walk, not as un-
wise but as wise, making the best 
use of the time, because the days 
are evil. Therefore do not be fool-
ish, but understand what the will of 
the Lord is. And do not get drunk 
with wine, for that is debauchery, 
but be filled with the Spirit, ad-
dressing one another in psalms and 
hymns and spiritual songs, singing 
and making melody to the Lord 
with your heart, giving thanks al-
ways and for everything to God the 

Father in the name of our Lord Je-
sus Christ.” 

When most people hear the word 
“stewardship” they brace them-
selves for what they know is com-
ing next, a lecture about how much 
money they ought to be giving to 
the Church. Well, even though 
every member of the congregation 
should give some serious thought 
to that subject, there is something 
more fundamental to our responsi-
bilities as stewards, and that’s how 
we use our time. 

As the passage above teaches, all 
those who belong to Christ need to 
consider how to best use this lim-
ited resource. How easy it is to be 
sidetracked by other things during 
the day – from the moment we rise 
until that time when we lay our 
heads on the pillow at night in 
search of much needed slumber. 
How easy it is to get wrapped up in 
all the many things we have to do 
that day so that soon we find our-
selves forgetting about God alto-
gether. 

What we each need to do is de-
velop some new habits that will 
help to ensure that we take time 
each day to remember who we are, 
to whom we belong, and what that 
ought to look like. Martin Luther 
often said that the more things he 
had to do in a day the more neces-
sary it became for Him to spend 
more time in God’s Word and in 
prayer. And while that might sound 
counter to logic, it makes perfect 
sense, especially when you con-
sider God’s Word which clearly 
teaches us that without Him we can 
do nothing. 

So might I be so bold as to suggest 
that, in response to what God has 
made us to be – that is, His dear 

children – each of us consider set-
ting aside some time each and 
every day to consider God’s Word 
through study and meditation. 
What, you don’t know how to do 
that? Well, we offer a number of 
resources to help you with that. 
Have you picked up a copy of the 
Portals of Prayer or the Higher 
Things Reflections lately? And if 
those don’t appeal to you, there are 
also a number of other resources 
Pastor Newman would be happy to 
share with you – in print or online. 
In all of this we are to remember 
God’s promise to us in His Word: 
“Seek first the kingdom of God 
and His righteousness, all these 
other things you need will be 
added to you.” 

In Christ, 
Nelson Hayes, 
Stewardship Director 

Schedule A Blessing! 
The Christian home is unlike other 
homes. It is a place of prayer cen-
tered around the Scriptures, Cate-
chism and Hymnal. As such, it is 
an extension of the House of God. 
Therefore, it is fitting that the 
home is blessed by the Pastor. 

This house blessing should be done 
when it is first occupied, and it 
may be repeated every year. In this 
way, the Christian hears that God’s 
care and protection extends to his 
possessions and family members. 

The Christians is also comforted to 
hear that that, during family tur-
moil and in times of distress, our 
heavenly Father is ready to extend 
His aid and consolation. 

For these reasons, and many oth-
ers, members of Trinity are encour-
aged to schedule an appointment 
with the Pastor so that he might 
bless the home in this new year. 
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Thank You Note From 
ACELC 

Dear Ladies at Trinity, 

Thank you all very much for your 
help with this year’s ACELC Con-
ference at Holy Cross. Many of 
you were experienced from the 
first conference, so we were glad 
that we had a lot of people who 
knew what was needed to make it 
the success that it was! – God bless 
you all – Pastor Stirdivant. 

* * * 

Dear Pat Owens & Volunteers 

Thanks so much for coordinating 
the refreshments from Trinity for 
the ACELC Conference. Thanks 
also to all the people who contrib-
uted. We really appreciate it. All 
the food was simply delicious.  

God’s blessing in Christ Jesus. – 
Ginny Valleau, Secretary, ACELC 

Lutherans For Life 
The Northland Chapter meets the 
quarterly at the home of Fran and 
Marsha Szarejko. If you have 
any questions, please contact 
Kimberly Murphy, 628-6815. Eve-
ryone is invited to join us at these 
meetings. 


