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But then, what role does death 

pay in the minds of our people? 

I guess the fact that funerals 

have become celebrations of 

life should tell us something. 

It’s a 

kind of avoidance or denial. 

And so we might ask with St. 

Paul, “O grave, where is thy 

victory?” But there are fewer 

graves and more urns, a good 

deal of this owing to financial 

reasons, no doubt.  

But there is more. So many no 

longer see death as the enemy. 

With Easter and the celebration 

of Christ’s resurrection drawing 

closer and closer I thought this 

timely article from the Rev. Dr. 

Peter Scaer was quite appropri-

ate for us to meditate on. 

(Doctor Scaer is Doctor of The-

ology and a teacher of the 

Church currently called to 

teach at Concordia Theologi-

cal Seminary, Fort Wayne, 

Indiana.) 

Yesterday, I brought up the 

question of how the Law 

should be preached at a fu-

neral. It has been said 

commonly among us that 

we could go light on the 

law, as the presence of the 

body of the deceased, the 

nearness of death, and all 

the other things one sees at a 

funeral was already saying 

what needs to be said, leaving 

the pulpit and the preacher to 

share nothing but good news. I 

have never really bought into 

that notion, though. Comfort is 

key, as is gentleness, but it must 

be said that our sinful actions, 

the selfish nature which is com-

mon to us all, results in death – 

and for that we needed someone 

to pay the price.  

“We were nothing before we 

were born, and will be nothing 

after we die,” or so the saying 

goes. What’s so appealing 

about such nihilism? Well, it is 

a release from the pains of the 

world, something that’s been 

sweeping through our pop 

culture. It’s the ultimate 

road to being comfortably 

numb. And if that’s the 

case then death becomes 

for some a darkly intri-

guing experience, or a 

medicated speed bump 

on the way to oblivion. 

But fear is not ban-

ished. The real terror 

comes not with death, 

but with the judgment 

that comes afterward. 

Once to die, and after that 

the judgment, the writer to 

the Hebrews reminds us. Cer-

tainly, preachers have down-

played hell, unlike the Lord 

whose word they preach. But 

what needs to emphasized in 

our day and age, I would pro-

pose, is the final judgement. 

Our Lord comes to save his 

people, but he comes also to 

judge the world. He will divide 

the wheat from the tares, the 

good fish from the bad fish, 

Death’s Sting? 
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and the sheep from the goats. 

Some will go to the everlasting 

glory prepared by the Father, oth-

ers to the judgment, to the place of 

horror prepared for Satan and the 

demons. 

So, no, we don’t do our people any 

favor by going light on the Law. 

Again, we speak it sometimes with 

a great voice, more often gently, 

more often still with the hope that 

a word to the 

wise if suffi-

cient. But 

however 

we speak, 

we must speak, simply be-

cause we love our people. Death is 

sold as an escape, but it’s not. 

There is a judgment, and we will 

all be gathered before God’s 

throne. That means calling out the 

sinful nature we all share, and that 

means also measuring our lives, at 

least for a start, over an against the 

Ten Commandments, which are 

good and holy, and which describe 

for us a life well lived, even as do 

the Beatitudes.  

Since the judgement will come, it 

is all the more important that we 

speak of the cross not simply as an 

event, nor the Gospel simply as a 

word-powered absolution, but that 

we bring back that old time reli-

gion, and by it I mean all the scrip-

tures, which point us to the cross 

as God’s rightful condemnation of 

our sin that has been placed on 

Christ, who has been declared 

guilty on our behalf.  

Throughout the ages, artists have 

pictured for us what the judgment 

might look like. Such art can be 

awfully sobering. But it serves the 

purpose, as does our preaching. 

For death is not a get out of jail 

free card or an escape. Judgement 

comes, and when it does, the sec-

ond prison is far worse than the 

first. There’s no parole, and the 

Judge is not blind. He sees through 

our lies, even when we don’t. He 

sees through our excuses, all the 

things we say about ourselves to 

make us look better to ourselves 

and others. So, now is 

the time to return to 

the Lord. To repent. 

To claim Christ as our 

Lawyer, the One who will speak 

for us before the judgement seat, 

so that we may be acquitted and 

live forever in Christ’s kingdom, 

the heavenly Jerusalem come 

down from heaven, the home of 

God’s elect. 

Birthdays 
Dean Goodroad  ......................  3/5 

Tom Goodroad  .......................  3/7 

Richard Buesing  .....................  3/8 

Connie Brammeier  .................  3/9 

Marlo Howard  ........................  3/9 

Deann Benningfield  .............  3/13 

Amanda Schroeder  ...............  3/18 

Bob Howard  .........................  3/20 

Pat Mayes  .............................  3/23 

Conner Jackson  ....................  3/24 

Lee Wathen  ..........................  3/25 

Jana Schwarz  ........................  3/31 

Rick Soutter  ...........................  4/2 

Roy Keller  ..............................  4/3 

Leah Chapman  .......................  4/5 

John Luppes  ...........................  4/5 

Baptisms 
Kevin Schroeder  ....................  3/1 

Allen Harris ............................  3/4 

Rachel Riley  ...........................  3/7 

Craig Schley  .........................  3/13 

Steve Christensen  .................  3/14 

Thomas Goodroad ................  3/20 

Rick Soutter  .........................  3/23 

Dean Goodroad  ....................  3/25 

John Barth  ............................  3/26 

Richard Buesing  ...................  3/31 

Michelle Fairhurst  ..................  4/1 

Alan Bozarth  ..........................  4/1 

Jack Oldag  ..............................  4/6 

Doris Mann  ............................  4/7 

Anniversaries 
Mike & Colleen Jackson 

3/24/1984 

Tony & Jane Alshouse 
4/4/1981 

Elders 
Larry Goodroad 

Dallas Hoffman 

Bill Moore 

Allen Harris 

Tim Brammeier 

Altar Guild 
3/7, 4/4 

Mary Ellett, Pat Owens 

3/14, 4/11 
Leslie Young, Dee Hoffman 

3/21, 4/1, 4/18 
K. Goodroad, D. Korondi 
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3/28, 4/25 
P. Clemens, S. McCubbin 

Acolytes 
3/10. 3/24, 4/2, 4/18 

Simon Korondi 

3/14, 3/28, 4/4 (6:30), 4/25 
Andrew Swain 

3/3, 3/17, 4/4 (9:00) 
Sam Wornson 

3/7, 3/21, 4/1, 4/11 
Colton Harris 

Ushers 
March 7 

Dan & Larry Goodroad 

March 14 
Don & Scott Mayes 

March 17 
John Luppes, Larry Long 

March 21, 28 
Bob Marchert, Don Mayes 

March 24 
Ken Meier, Don McCubbin 

April 1 
Bill Moore, Craig Schley 

April 2 
Terry Wood, Mark Young 

April 4 (6:30) 
Terry Wood, Mark Young 

April 4 (9:00) 
Jim Wornson, Darrin Abend 

April 11 
Craig Schley, Bill Moore 

April 18, 25 
Gary Schmidt, Norm Sowell 

Sunday School Reopens 
Good news for kids and parents. 

Our Sunday School will have its 

first session on Sunday morn-

ing, March 14. We have a good-

ly number of Sunday School 

aged children who have been 

missing out on the benefits of 

Sunday School every since the 

beginning of this Coronavirus 

pandemic. 

Since it has been shown that 

children of that age have very 

little chance of contracting 

Covid-19, and since so many 

are now getting vaccinated, and 

since the Clay County Health 

Department has adjusted its rec-

ommendations for dealing with 

this virus, we have decided to 

reopen. It is so important that 

the children of our congregation 

come to Sunday School and be 

taught the Scriptures that we 

feel this step is of the utmost 

importance. 

So parents, bring your children 

to worship and Sunday School 

so that they might be built up in 

that most holy faith into which 

they have been Baptized. 

Good Theology 
“The liturgy is therefore neces-

sary. Where the liturgical life of 

the church is stunted, the new 

life in Christ cannot develop in 

its full riches. Where the divine 

service is limited to the sermon, 

supplemented only by a few 

sung hymns and a free prayer 

by the pastor, there something 

essential has been lost. The gen-

eral prayer, the praise of the 

whole congregation, the implor-

ing Kyrie uniting all voices into 

one, the cultic rejoicing as it 

comes to expression in the Glo-

ria, the Sanctus, and the Bene-

dictus-the church can dispense 

with none of these. In the litur-

gy the most important experi-

ences of faith are represented 

again and again. The Christian 

participates therein not as a pi-

ous private person, but as a 

member of the mystical body of 

Christ. Liturgy is eternal. In 

heaven the confession of sin 

ceases. The Kyrie becomes si-

lent and the Agnus Dei trans-

forms itself into the praise of 

the Lamb who has purchased us 

with His blood. But the whole 

heaven is filled with one exu-

berant Gloria, Hallelujah, and 

Benedicamus.” 

Bishop Bo Giertz, 1957 (The 

Meaning and Task of the Ser-

mon in the Framework of the 

Liturgy). 

Coronavirus Update 
The Clay County Health De-

partment has once again updat-

ed their recommendations, for 

safely gathering together in 
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Church to hear God’s Word and 

gifts, and to enjoy the friendship 

and fellowship we have together 

as God’s Church. We are still 

asking that worshippers wear 

masks and practice “social dis-

tancing,” but we also recognize 

the importance, for us as Chris-

tians to be regularly in God’s 

house to be built up in the faith 

and strengthened in our ability to 

withstand the assaults of the 

devil and his minions, who 

would like nothing better than to 

snatch your faith and remove 

your name from heaven’s rolls. 

For clarification then, while you 

are in the Nave for worship (if 

you are comfortable doing so) 

you may remove your face 

mask. Families and people who 

are together during the week 

may sit together, but we are ask-

ing that when you come in you 

sit at either end of pews marked 

with the yellow dot on the arm, 

or in the middle of the pews not 

so marked. 

We are all adults and we know 

everyone will do whatever they 

need to do to ensure that our fel-

low members are neither ex-

posed to Covid-19 nor made to 

feel like they might be in danger 

by coming to worship services. 

Easter News 
At the Board of Elders meeting 

last month it was decided that 

with so many restrictions being 

lifted due to the decline in Coro-

navirus infections that we need 

to return as much as possible to 

our regular worship routine. 

So, we have decided that on 

Easter morning this year we will 

have our Sunrise Service as we 

always have, followed by the 

Easter breakfast sponsored by 

the Youth, followed then by the 

9:00 Divine Service. We hope 

many of you will be able to join 

us for worship that day and sup-

port the Youth and their Easter 

breakfast. 

Easter Egg Hunt 
Getting back into the swing of 

things, we are hoping to have an 

Easter Egg hunt for the children 

of our congregation and their in-

vited friends. The time hasn’t 

been set yet, as we would also 

like to provide lunch for the 

families in attendance – grilled 

hot dogs, chips and drinks. 

We’ll need help with that as 

well. 

Time is short for planning, since 

Easter is only 3 weeks away. If 

you would be able to help out, 

please let Pastor know. 

Life News 
If you’ve been watching the 

news since the new administra-

tion took office you may have 

noticed that there is a definite 

move to remove all restrictions 

on abortion and to make abor-

tions more widely available to 

anyone who wants to have one 

– right up until the day the baby 

was due to be born! And they 

also would like the taxpayers of 

our Republic to foot the bill. 

On March 19th – from 7:00 AM 

to 7:00 PM the Lutherans of the 

Kansas City area (and our Par-

ish) have been invited to join 

with Risen Savior Lutheran, 

Basehor, Kansas, (and Pastor 

Robert Weinkauf) to participate 

in the “40 Days of Life” nation-

wide campaign to end abortion. 

This is an opportunity for us as 

Lutherans to publicly confess 

Christ before our communities 

as we in the LCMS are com-

pelled to confess the sanctity of 

all life. If you would like to join 

in this effort you can come 

when you want and leave when 

you want, but we hope to gain a 

large following this year to 

show how concerned we are 

about the lack of concern the 

people of our nation have 

shown for life, pre-born up to 

old age. 

The address of the march is 

2820 College Boulevard, in 

Overland Park, Kansas 

(between Roe and Metcalf). As 

Lutherans, we act in love and 

charity confessing Christ as the 

One who sanctified the womb 

and from the moment of con-

ception this is a life that Christ 

died for, that He desires to be 

Baptized and have life in Him. 

Come and join us as we confess 

our Lord’s truth of life. 
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Luther Says: 
See, now you understand the 

meaning of the term “to hallow” 

and “holy.” It is nothing else 

than withdrawing something 

from misuse and dedicating it to 

its proper godly use, just as a 

church is dedicated and appoint-

ed solely to the service of God. 

In like manner we must be hal-

lowed in our whole life, leaving 

nothing but the name of God to 

dwell in us, in other words, 

nothing but kindness, truth, jus-

tice, etc. Hence the name of 

God is hallowed or profaned not 

only with our lips but also with 

our soul and all the members of 

our body. [An Exposition of the 

Lord’s Prayer for Simple Lay-

men] 

Lawn Maintenance 

ears, your heart, soul, mind, and 

strength with those three words: 

“I forgive you.” His resurrection 

from the dead is also yours. Not 

just yours in your Baptism – 

once is never enough for Jesus – 

the forgiveness (justification, 

innocent verdict) of His resur-

rection is also made yours 

through those words: “I forgive 

you.” Jesus delivers through 

those Spirit-filled words all the 

benefits of His death and resur-

rection to all who hear them; 

“He who by grace the Word be-

lieves The purchase of His 

blood receives.” (LSB 614:6) 

Forgiveness of sins in His name 

is everything to Jesus. He sends 

out pastors to deliver those three 

eternity-changing words all 

over the world. He sent 

your pastor to deliver 

them to you. If you 

have sins, even a spe-

cific sin, 

your 

pastor’s 

there to deliver Jesus’ for-

giveness for it. It’s not just your 

pastor, either. You, too—yes, 

you! You were baptized and 

gifted all the people in your life 

so that “if your brother sins 

against you seven times a day 

and returns to you seven times 

saying, “I repent,” you will for-

give him.” (Luke 17:4) 

“I forgive you.” Powerful 

words. Jesus words. His words 

for you through “The minister 

whom Christ has sent.” (LSB 

614:5) Also His words for oth-

ers through you. These words 

won’t just change your summer 

or transform your daily life as a 

You probably haven’t noticed, 

Summer is drawing ever closer 

day by day, and that means 

we’ll be needing volunteers ei-

ther to mow (using the Church’s 

commercial lawn mower), or 

else pay to have a contractor 

mow in your place. 

Lawn mowing can be fun, espe-

cially on our lawnmower. If you 

would be able to help us out we 

would be most appreciate. You 

can contact Melvin Altis or sign 

up on the signup sheet posted 

on the upstairs Kiosk. 

Youth News 
The Youth Group will soon be 

up and running again soon, but 

we are already planning our an-

nual Higher Things Gather-

ing trip. 

This 

year, the 

week of 

July 5th 

we will be at-

tending the Conference in Fort 

Collins, Colorado at Colorado 

State University (one of four 

that are planned for this Sum-

mer). 

The theme for this year’s Con-

ference is “Forgiven.” 

“I forgive you.” The three most 

powerful words in the universe. 

They don’t just change the uni-

verse for someone. They change 

someone’s eternity. They 

change your eternity! 

From His cross, Jesus said, “It 

is finished.” (John 19:30) His 

once-for-all death is yours, 

made yours, delivered into your 
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baptized child of God. With 

these three words, Jesus chang-

es your eternity. 

Board of Directors 
January 11, 2021 Meeting 

Attendance: President (Mark 

Fairhurst), Elder(Larry Good-

road), Properties (Melvin Altis), 

Evangelism (Sam Goodroad), 

Education (Rebekah Chapman), 

Stewardship (Bill Moore), 

Youth (Deanna Korondi), Pub-

lic Relations (Derek Chapman), 

Planning (Tim Brammeier), 

Services (Dee Hoffman), Treas-

urer (Connie Brammeier), Sec-

retary (Erma Altis) 

Call to Order: President 

Mark Fairhurst 

Scripture and Prayer: Mark 

Fairhurst presented a recording 

from Higher Things  

Reading of the Minutes: Mark 

Fairhurst asked for a motion to 

approve the minutes. Sam 

Goodroad made a motion to ap-

prove the minutes, seconded by 

Melvin Altis. Vote taken, ap-

proved. 

Report by Pastor: Alpha 

Wiese was received into 

Christ’s heavenly kingdom. 

Report by Treasurer Connie 

Brammeier: Mark Fairhurst 

ask for a motion to receive the 

treasurer’s report . Deanna 

Korondi made a motion to ap-

prove the treasurer’s report, se-

conded by Larry Goodroad. 

Vote taken, approved. 

Report by Directors: Presi-

dent Mark Fairhurst. Welcome 

Church Software – Servant 

Keeper, will be upload on 

Thursday. Annual Meeting: 

February 21, 2021 at 12:00. 

Annual reports are due (Send to  

bjgrant1945@gmail.com ) 

New Business: Cub Scout Pin-

ewood Derby - Tim Brammeier 

would like to use the Church for 

the Cub Scout Pinewood Derby 

for about 2-3 hours on January 

30th, 2021. Motion was made by 

Deanna Korondi to let the Cub 

Scout have their Pinewood Der-

by at the Church, seconded by 

Tim Brammeier. Vote taken, 

passed. 

Property Insurance: Melvin 

Altis passed out insurance infor-

mation ahead of time to change 

the Church Property insurance. 

The agent will be at our next 

meeting to go over the infor-

mation. If the Board has any 

questions please ask the agent at 

that time. 

Adjournment: Mark asked a 

motion to adjourn the meeting. 

Larry Goodroad made a motion 

to adjourn the meeting, second-

ed by Tim Brammeier. 

Prayers: President Mark 

Fairhurst closed with the Lord’s 

Prayer. 

Meeting Adjourned  

Respectfully submitted, 

Erma Altis, Secretary 

Board of Directors 
February 8, 2021 Meeting 

Zoom Online Meeting 

Attendance: President Mark 

Fairhurst, Vice President Darrin 

Rebekah Chapman and Bill 

Moore. 

Elders – Larry Goodroad: El-

ders had a meeting on Decem-

ber 21, 2020. 

Properties – Melvin Altis: Up-

dates on ongoing projects. Ele-

vator – still waiting for door 

controller. Tree Trimming – 

completed on Pin Oak. Side-

walk Heater – will be repaired. 

Evangelism – Sam Goodroad: 

Nothing at this time. 

Education – Rebekah Chap-

man: Planning on have Sunday 

school in a few months. Work-

ing on getting new material for 

the kids. 

Stewardship – Bill Moore: 

Nothing at this time. 

Youth: – Deanna Korondi: 

Planning on maybe four youth 

being able to go to Higher 

Things this year in Colorado.  

Public Relations – Derek 

Chapman: The older boys are 

doing a great job on the live 

stream. 

Planning – Tim Brammeier: 

Nothing at this time. 

Services – Dee Hoffman: 

Working on two baskets for 

Baptism.  

Secretary – Erma Altis: Noth-

ing at this time. 

Unfinished Business: Stew-

ardship Director – Motion need-

ed to appoint Bill Moore. Mel-

vin Altis made a motion to ap-

prove Bill as Stewardship Di-

rector, seconded by Tim 

Brammeier. Vote taken, passed. 
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Abend, Elders Larry Goodroad, 

Properties Melvin Altis, Evan-

gelism Sam Goodroad, Stew-

ardship Bill Moore, Youth 

Deanna Korondi, Public Rela-

tions Derek Chapman, Planning 

Tim Brammeier, Services Dee 

Hoffman, Secretary Erma Altis, 

Pastor Drew Newman, Treasur-

er Connie Brammeier, Jerry Al-

exander from Loomis Insurance 

Agency. 

Call to Order. President Mark 

Fairhurst called the meeting to 

order. 

Scripture and Prayer 

(Pastor). Pastor opened with 

prayer. 

Reading of the Minutes From 

Last Meeting: Tim moved to 

approve the minutes. Larry se-

conded. Passed. 

Report by Pastor. Admission 

and Dismissal of Members: 

Tom Clemons transferred to 

Christ’s Heavenly Kingdom. 

One Baptism: Ember Angel 

Abend. 

The new church software has 

been installed and data trans-

ferred over. 

Pastor is working with the virtu-

al organist company on a Blue-

tooth device. 

Pastor is also working on im-

proving the audio for streaming 

our services. 

Pastor encouraged everyone to 

share videos of our Church ser-

vices as an outreach to others. 

Report by Treasurer 

(Connie). Larry moved to ap-

Public Relations (Derek). No 

updates. 

Planning (Tim). Nothing to re-

port. 

Services (Dee). We did a fu-

neral brunch for the Tom Clem-

ens family, and I am preparing 

the Baptismal basket for the 

Chapman Baby. 

Secretary (Erma). Nothing to 

report. 

Unfinished Business – Jer ry 

Alexander from Loomis Insur-

ance Agency walked the board 

through his insurance proposal 

through Brotherhood Mutual. 

Larry moved to approve Melvin 

to change the insurance to 

Brotherhood. Darrin seconded. 

Passed. 

New Business 

Colton Harris would like to re-

fresh the landscaping in front of 

the Church for his Eagle Scout 

Project. Colton will come to the 

next meeting to present his pro-

posal. 

Adjournment. Deanna moved 

to adjourn. Larry seconded. Pas-

tor closed with prayer. 

Meeting Adjourned 

Thank you Mark Fairhurst for 

taking care of the minutes. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Erma Altis, Secretary 

Top of the Hill 
The Top of the Hill group is still 

in limbo for now, but we are 

hopeful it will be back up and 

running before too long. We 

prove the treasurer’s report. 

Deanna seconded. Passed. 

Report by Directors 

President (Mark). We re-

ceived a thank you card from 

the Cub Scouts for hosting their 

Pinewood Derby. 

Don’t forget the annual meeting 

on 2/21/2021 at noon. If you 

haven’t sent your 2020 annual 

report to Barb yet, please do so 

ASAP. 

Vice-President (Darrin). Noth-

ing to report. 

Elders (Larry). No meeting 

last month. 

Properties (Melvin). Sidewalk 

has been repaired. Getting a bid 

to add a thermostat to the side-

walk heater. 

Elevator to be repaired on Fri-

day. 

Evangelism (Sam). Talking 

with other board members about 

possibly hosting an Easter event 

for the community like an East-

er Egg Hunt. 

Education (Rebekah). I have 

ordered a 13-lesson curriculum 

for 8 kids. For this first round 

we will be doing a one-room-

school style as I anticipate low 

attendance. My hope is to start 

this the first Sunday in March if 

I can find 1 or 2 volunteers to 

help facilitate. 

Stewardship (Bill). Nothing to 

report. 

Youth (Deanna). We have 4 

youth and 2 adults registered for 

the Higher Things Conference 

in Colorado this summer. 



Trinity Lutheran Church Newsletter                                                       March, 2021 – Page 8 

will let everyone know when we 

decide to have our first lunch 

and game day. Watch for more 

details as we know more. 

Thank You 
Dear Saints of Trinity, 

I thank you deeply for the finan-

cial support which you have af-

forded to me o help cover my 

living expenses. It’s easier to 

focus on my studies since the 

stress of bills is alleviated. This 

quarter I am taking Gospel II, 

Hebrew I, Church History II, 

Field Ed., Greek Readings and 

Homiletics I. Outside of class, I 

also sing in the Bach Collegian 

which performs baroque music 

with instruments from the time 

period. I’m in the Divine Ser-

vice choir on campus, in Ger-

man Club, Latin Club and I go 

to “Toast Pastors”, which is just 

toastmasters but with a “P” 

taped over the “M”. All of this 

is useful and enjoyable but it 

does take a lot of time and 

work, which is why I’m so 

grateful to you for supporting 

me in my training. 

Blessings in Christ, 

Joe Goodroad. 

LWML News 
The LWML has been meeting 

for the past couple of months 

with good participation from its 

members. We are the host con-

gregation this Spring for the 

LWML Circuit Rally on March 

20th at 10:00, and we would like 

to invite all the ladies of the 

congregation to attend. The at-

tached flyer lists the details. 


