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things first by attending Church 
and instead have begun to think 
of Church attendance more like 
a commodity, something to do 
when we really feel a need or 
when it’s convenient. What was 
formerly a “given” has turned 
into an option. 

The New Testament tells Chris-
tians not to stop meeting to-
gether. Apparently some of the 
earliest Christians had already 
begun skipping regular worship 
under the mistaken impression 
that “going to Church” didn’t 
matter for them as long as they 
had faith. But that misses most 
of the point about attendance. 
The key word is 

This is not new news. Church 
attendance nationally is down, 
and not just by a little bit. It is as 
though in the last fifteen years 
our culture has just collectively 
decided that going to Church on 
Sunday is not a “thing” any-
more. And what is true for our 
nation is certainly true for us 
here, as is obvious to anyone 
paying attention. But trends are 
not always fate. 

While our societal trends are not 
really in our control except to 
the degree we participate in 
them, we can still focus on what 
we can influence, which starts 
with ourselves. Most of the drop 
in attendance here at Trinity is 
not necessarily because people 
have quit Church altogether, 
but because they’ve stopped 
attending regularly. Many 
people who used to be 
here every week now 
come once or twice a 
month. People who used 
to come every other 
week now come a few 
times a year. As a so-
ciety we have 
stopped taking it for 
granted that our 
week ought to be-
gin with first 

“together,” which means that 
you not only benefit from the 
presence of other people as you 
sing, pray, and hear the Word, 
but your presence also benefits 
them. 

When you decide to skip 
Church, you aren’t only deciding 
for yourself that you can do 
without Word and Sacrament 
ministry and the mutual consola-
tion of the brethren for a week. 
You are also unilaterally declar-
ing that everyone else can do 
just fine without you there. But 
if you think that way you are 
wrong. The indelible impression 
on young minds of seeing wid-
ows and newlyweds, trouble-
makers and respectable folk, 

black and white, rich and poor, 
young and old all singing and 
praying together can never 
happen if most of those peo-
ple don’t show up. 

When you stay home be-
cause your toddler is 
such a hassle, you aren’t 
only making your 
morning more man-
ageable. You’re also 
declaring that the 90 
year old who some-
times sits behind 
you won’t have 

Skipping Church? Never! 
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your toddler to smile at and 
thereby have his faith in the fu-
ture of God’s 
promises rein-
forced. 

When you as a 
twenty-something 
stay home from 
Church because 
Sunday is the only 
day you have to 
sleep in and you 
don’t feel like you 
get much out of 
Church anyway be-
cause you already 
learned it all in 
Sunday school, 
you’re not only getting extra 
sleep for yourself. You’re also 
depriving some other twenty-
something visitor, who never 
did learn it all in Sunday school, 
and who is nervous and uncom-
fortable in Church, of the assur-
ance your presence might have 
given that this strange place is a 
place for them, too. 

When you as a middle-aged 
man skip Church, you’re not 
only (mistakenly) reasoning that 
you have more important places 
to be, but you are robbing 
some fatherless 
teenage 
boy 
whose 
mom 
made him 
go to 
Church that 
morning of the ex-
ample your presence in worship 
might have given. 

When you stay home because 

you’re too embarrassed to use 
the wheelchair, you are robbing 

your Church family of the com-
fort of seeing that growing old 
gracefully is possible, and that 
should the day ever come from 
them to be a wheelchair, their 
Church would welcome them as 
it welcomes you. 

No matter who you are or what 
your situation is, when it says in 
Hebrews not to stop meeting to-
gether, God isn’t just telling you 
that you will be blessed if you 
go to Church. 

He is 
also tell-
ing you 
are a 

blessing to 
the others 
there 
whether 
you know 

it or not. Don’t 
selfishly rob everyone else of 
the blessing God wants to give 
them through your voice, your 

problems, your prayers, and 
your presence with them in wor-
ship. 

By the Rev. Peter Speckhard, 
pastor of St. Paul’s Evangelical 
Church and School, Munster, 
Indiana 

Birthdays 
Dean Goodroad ................... 3/5 
Shirley Kueck ..................... 3/6 
Thomas Goodroad .............. 3/7 
Richard Buesing ................. 3/8 
Marlo Howard ..................... 3/9 
Connie Brammeier .............. 3/9 
Deann Benningfield .......... 3/13 
Wayne Suter ..................... 3/16 
Amanda Schroeder ........... 3/18 
Bob Howard  ..................... 3/20 
Pat Mayes ......................... 3/23 
Conner Jackson ................. 3/24 
John Darmstaetter ............. 3/24 
Lee Wathen ....................... 3/25 
Delany Stout ..................... 3/26 
Cheryl McClain ................ 3/28 
Jana Schwarz .................... 3/31 
Kayla Oulman ................... 3/31 
Gwen Mayes ....................... 4/2 
Roy Keller ........................... 4/3 
Sean Williams ..................... 4/3 
John Luppes ........................ 4/5 
Taylor Altis ......................... 4/5 
Leah Chapman .................... 4/5 

Baptisms 
Kevin Schroeder ................. 3/1 
Allen Harris  ....................... 3/4 
Rachel Riley ....................... 3/7 
Craig Schley ..................... 3/13 
Bobbie Suter ..................... 3/14 
Steve Christensen ............. 3/14 
Thomas Goodroad ............ 3/20 
Rick Soutter ...................... 3/23 
Dean Goodroad ................. 3/25 
John Barth ......................... 3/26 
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Richard Buesing ................ 3/31 
Alan Bozarth ....................... 4/1 
Michelle Fairhurst ............... 4/1 
Alec Walworth .................... 4/6 
Jack Oldag .......................... 4/6 
Doris Mann ......................... 4/7 
Ben Augur ........................... 4/8 
Taylor Altis ......................... 4/9 

Anniversaries 
Tom Phyllis & Clemens 

3/8/1997 
Mike & Colleen Jackson 

3/24/1984 
Keith & Mary Wornson 

4/4/1970 
Tony & Alshouse  

4/4/1981 

Mission Central 
On June 1, 1994, the work of 
Mission Central started in the 
basement of a farmhouse as Mr. 
Gary Thies prayed for the Lord 
to raise up “not normal” people 
who would take the mission of 
Jesus personally and support 
missionaries around the world. 
The expanded campus of Mis-
sion Central was dedicated in a 
service held on a Saturday af-
ternoon in August 
of 2003. 

You can’t miss 
the large lit sign 
in the driveway 
and the Way-
side Chapel as 
you drive East 
just two miles out-
side of Mapleton, Iowa. 
With the blessing of the head-
quarters of The Lutheran 
Church Missouri Synod 
(LCMS) in St. Louis, Missouri 

and area Districts such 
as Nebraska, Iowa 
West, Kansas, South 
Dakota and others, 
much has happened to 
further the 
Lord’s 
mission. 

The Lord 
has pro-
vided this 
place for missionaries 
to stay when on home 
service, offices where 
some of the 104 vol-
unteers work to sup-
port their missionar-
ies, facilities for mis-
sion events and wor-
ship space for more 
than 300. A new addition in 
2017 includes a Creation Thea-
ter. 

Mission Central is the largest 
mission network that is provid-
ing support to LCMS Office of 
International and National Mis-
sion also known to many people 

as LCMS World Mission. 
It continues to be blessed 

by God as a conduit to 
raise millions of dol-
lars every year to 
send and keep mis-
sionaries in the mis-
sion field. The work 

of Mission Central 
supports 4 Regions and 

over 100 Missionary 
families and individuals in 

41 countries 

Since its beginning, Mission 
Central has had thousands of 
visits from missionaries and 

their families and tens of 
thousands of people from 
hundreds of congregations 
have come to tour, pray for 
and send missionaries all 

over the world. 
God has indeed 
blessed this place 
to be a mission 
center focusing on 
telling others about 
Jesus! 

Elders 
Larry Goodroad 
Dallas Hoffman 

Bill Moore 
Vic Edwards 
Allen Harris 

Tim Brammeier 

Acolytes 
March 4 & 25 ..... Colton Harris 
March 8 & 29 ..  Simon Korondi 
March 11 .......... Andrew Swain 
March 15 ...........  Sam Wornson 
March 18 .........  Jacob Wornson 
April 1 .............. Andrew Swain 
April 5 ...............  Sam Wornson 
April 9 .............  Jacob Wornson 
April 10 .............  Joe Goodroad 
April 12 (6:30) ... Colton Harris 
April 12 (9:00)  Simon Korondi 
April 19 ............ Andrew Swain 
April 26 .............  Sam Wornson 

Ushers 
March 4 

Allen Harris, Dallas Hoffman 
March 1 & 8 

Andy & Mark Fairhurst 
March 11 & 18 

Mike Jackson, Larry Long 
March 15 & & 22 

Dan and Larry Goodroad 
March 25 

John Luppes, Bob Marchert 
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March 29 

Sam Goodroad, Jim Hargrave 
April 1 

John Luppes, Bob Marchert 
April 5 & 9 

Don & Scott Mayes 
April 10 

Fred Walworth, Terry Wood 
April 12 (6:30) 

Ken Meier, Bill Moore 
April 12 (9:00) 

Rick Soutter, Craig Schley 
April 19 

Gary Schmidt, Jack Oldag 
April 26 

Rick Soutter, Gary Schmidt 

Thank-You! 
As we move further into 2020, 
Trinity’s LWML would like to 
thank our congregation members 
who have supported and con-
tinue to support our activities 
and special projects. Some of the 
activities for 2019 was contrib-
uting to Kearney Food Pantry, 
Totes for new mothers at Rachel 
House, collecting pop tabs & old 
keys for Ronald McDonald 
House, 
saving 
stamps 
to add to 
Mission 
Mites, 
and 
more. 
We ap-
preciate 
your help. 

Greeters 
March 1 

John & Carol Diaz 
March 4 

Larry & Carrielee Long 

March 8 

Steve & Adyline Christensen 
March 11 

June Lueckert, Doris Mann 
March 15 

Mary Ellett, Jim Hargrave 
March 18 

John and Jamie Luppes 
March 22 

Andy & Michelle Fairhurst 
March 25 

Bob & Dawn 
Marchert 
March 29 

Mark & Donna 
Fairhurst 
April 1 

Don & Pat 
Mayes 
April 5 

Dan & Emily 
Goodroad 

April 9 

Gary & Diane 
Schmidt 
April 10 

Dawn Riley, 
Debra Rhea 

April 12 (6:30) 

Sam & Dana 
Goodroad 

April 12 (9:00) 

Jack & Nancy 
Oldag 

April 19 

Allen & Bon-
nie Harris 
April 26 

Nelson Hayes, 
Martha Jenkins 

Altar Guild 
March 1 & April 5 

Mary Ellett, Pat Owens 
March 8 & April 12 

Leslie Young, Dee Hoffman 

March 15, March 29, April 9 

April 19 

Kari Goodroad, Deanna 
Korondi 

March 22 & April 26 

Phyllis Clemens,  
Sharon McCubbin 

Every Sunday  
Communion 

And not just on 
Sunday. But defi-
nitely on Sunday. 
But you don’t feel 
the need? Proba-
bly a good sign 
that you need it. 
Because you don’t 
feel the need? 
How about the 
guy sitting next to 
you who is sitting 
in despair, won-
dering if the Lord 
is there, wonder-
ing if he can make 
it through the day. 

What is communion? Well, it’s 
a celebration of the feast to 
come. It’s the very body and 
blood of our Lord. It’s a taste of 
heaven. That’s what the wine, 
which is Christ’s blood, is all 
about. The blood, real blood, 
cleanses us from all sins. The 
wine brings us a taste of joy, 
soon to be fulfilled, the first 
taste of a cup that runneth over. 

The bread? That is Christ’s 
body, the real body. In Baptism, 
we are incorporated in Christ’s 
body, and in the supper, Christ’s 
body, His real body, is now our 
sustenance. This is the fulfill-
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ment of the temple’s Bread of 
Presence, the promise that our 
Lord will be 
our 
Emanuel, is 
with us for-
ever. What 
a great 
treasure we 
have. It’s all 
ours. 

Bread of sustenance of pres-
ence.… 

Wine of joy.… 

Body offered upon the cross, … 

Blood shed for our forgiveness.
… 

Heady stuff. And it’s all ours, if 
only we have ears to hear, 
tongues and eyes to taste 
and see that the Lord 
is good. 

Top of the Hill  
The Top of the Hill 
group is back up and 
running following our 
winter respite. We 
will meet this 
March on the 10th at 
11:30 in the Fel-
lowship Hall. Lunch will be 
pizza, salad and dessert, fol-
lowed by games, fun and fel-
lowship. Hope you can join us 
as we start the new year! 

Trinity LWML Host-
ing Spring Rally 

The Kansas City North 
Zone Spring Rally will 
be hosted and held at 
Trinity on Saturday 
March 28th. Registra-

son, Melvin Altis, Gary 
Schmidt or Darrin Abend. All 
proceeds will go to the Veterans 
Community Project. Over the 
last two years, with the Congre-
gation’s help, we have donated 
$1,000 to this very worth char-
ity. 

Lent/Easter News 
The Lenten/Easter season began 
a bit earlier than normal this 
year, with Ash Wednesday fal-
ling on February 26th. The cele-
bration of the resurrection of 
our Lord on Easter Sunday is a 
wonderful time of the Church 
Year when we remember how 
God the Father was pleased 
over all that His dearly beloved 
Son had accomplished to save 
fallen mankind from the de-
struction and anguish of hell. 

The joy of that day is even more 
wonderful when you have 
had an opportunity 
to meditate 
on all the 

events that 
preceded 
our Lord’s resur-
rection. Please consider taking 
some time away from your nor-
mal Wednesday evening activi-
ties, and for a few short weeks 
join us as we meditate on our 
Lord’s passion and all that He 
has done to save you! The ser-
vices are short so that you can 
bring your kiddos with you to 

tion will be at 9:30 and the 
meeting starts at 10:00, with our 

speaker, the Rev. 
Dr. Brent Smith, 
speaking on his 
work in missions 
for the LCMS. Fol-
lowing Dr. Smith’s 
presentation lunch 
will be served. 

We invite all the la-
dies of Trinity to join us and to 
enjoy the fellowship of other la-
dies from our LWML Zone to 
learn about the work of 
“Mission Central” in Mapleton, 
Iowa, part of the LCMS World 
Mission. 

Rod & Gun Club 
Save This Date: May 2nd – 

The Rod and Gun 
Club will be holding 

their annual dinner and 
raffle event. There will be 

drawings for prizes as well as 
give away items. This year we 

are asking the congregation’s 
help in donating items for a 

silent auction. We have a 
lot of talented individu-

als who can make 
items or maybe you pur-

chased an item but it does not fit 
with anything so it is just taking 
up space. You could donate 
something like that to the club. 

You should bring the items at 
least one week before Sat-

urday, May 2nd. If you 
want to list a 

value or even a 
minimum bid 
please do so. 

Bring the items to 
Church and give to Keith Worn-
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reflect upon the great love of 
our Savior who willingly went 
to the 
cross to die 
for your sins 
and save you 
for eternal 
life. 

A Lamb goes un-
complaining forth, 

The guilt of 
sinners 
bearing 

And, laden with the sins of 
earth, 

None else the burden sharing; 

Goes patient on, grows weak 
and faint, 

To slaughter led without com-
plaint, 

That spotless life to offer, 

He bears the stripes, the 
wounds, the lies, 

The mockery, and yet replies, 

All this I gladly suffer. 

LSB #438 – “A Lamb Goes Un-

complaining Forth” 

LWML Minutes 
January 13, 2020 

Call To Order: 
Mary Worn-
son, President 

Opening Prayer: Pastor 
Newman 

LWML Pledge: Recited 
by all 

Attendance: Erma Altis, Dee 
Hoffman, Marlo Howard, June 
Lueckert, Doris Mann, Pastor 
Newman, Joyce Lehning, Kay 

tures: Kearney Food Pantry--
$50.00. Balance As Of January 
23,2020: $726.06 (Including – 
$133.51 for 2020 Senior quilts, 
$79.99 in mites, and $200.00 
for Tom Goodroad.) Available 

Funds – $312.56 

Mission Grants Story And 

Mite Report: Mites balance – 
$79.99. Mission story – Mobile 
Medical Mercy. Mission Bus 
for Guatemala – $100,000. 

Unfinished Business: Thank 
you to Marlo for her work on 
the Thrivent Meal & fund raiser 
for Tom Goodroad. We raised 
$200.00. The ladies did a fine 

job. The leftover 
food items 

were donated 
to the Kear-
ney food 
pantry. 

The 
Spring 
rally will 
be held 

here on 
March 7th for the board 
meeting, with the Rally on 
March 28. Marlo made the mo-
tion to accept the date, seconded 
by Dee. Motion carried. Will fi-
nalize the details in February 

The March 7th Board Meeting 
will be set up by Kay & 

Dee. Light refreshments 
will be served. 

New Business: Made 
a few corrections in 
the 2020 manual. We 
need to increase our 

Quarterly subscription. Marlo 
made the motion to order 15 

Sowell, Mary Wornson, Diane 
Schmidt. 

Minutes: No-
vember minutes 

were read and ap-
proved. (no meet-
ing in Dec., met 

for lunch for social 
and Fellowship. 

Correspondence/

Communications/

Announcements: 
Received a per-
sonal note from 

Gary and Stephanie, missionar-
ies in Togo Africa, for the 
$100.00 donation. Request to 
add to our donation to Mission 
Grants and Mission Central. 
Kearney food pantry sent a re-
ceipt for our $50.00 dona-
tion. 

Treasurer’s Report: Be-

ginning Balance – 
$395.98 Deposits – (No 
December Business meet-
ing). December 3rd Sunday 
Treats – $35.00. Advent Din-
ner –  (Thrivent fund raiser for 
Tom Goodroad) $200.00. No-
vember meeting offering 

(includes Special 
donation of 6 

members of 
$10.00 each) – 
$83.00. November meeting 
mites – $31.24. November Sun-
day mites – $30.79. Expendi-
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copies. Seconded by June. Mo-
tion carried. Each member to 
pay $5.00. 

We will look into more in the 
Orphan Grain Train for a possi-
ble project. 

Marlo shared information on the 
funeral for Pastor van der 
Linde, our former pastor. 

February Meeting: We will 
meet on the 10th at 1:00 pm 
here at the church. 

Ronald McDonald House: 
Third Thursday of each month, 
January 16,2020. 

Third Sunday Treats: 1/19 – 
Kay, Mary, 
Erma 2/16 – 
Joyce, 
Erma, Dee 
3/15 –Dee, 
Marlo, Mary 

hostess next 

month: 
February 
10th – Kay 
Sowell 

Meeting 
with ad-
journed with 
prayer re-
quests and closing prayer by 
Pastor Newman. 

Bible Study: Pastor completed 
the Quarterly study on The 
Pharaoh’s daughter. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Joyce Lehning 

February 10, 2020 

Call To Order: Mary Wornson, 
President 

Opening Prayer: Pastor New-

fering, $63.00. January third 
Sunday treats, $37.00. January 
meeting mites, $27.02. January 
third 3rd Sunday treats, $26.05.  

Expenditures: Tom Goodroad/
seminary expenses, 
$200.00, LWML MO District/
quarterlies, $75.00. 

Balance as of 2/10/20, $604.13 
(including $133.51 for 2020 Sr. 
quilts, Mites $133.06) . Avail-
able funds $337.56. 

Mission Grants Story And 

Mite Report: Mites Balance, 
$133.06. Mission Story, #7 Re-
storing Hope For Detroit Chil-

dren and 
Families. 
Camp Re-
store Detroit, 
$100,000. 

Unfinished 

Business: 

Spring Rally 
for Zone will 
be held here 
on March 28, 
2020. Regis-
tration at 9:00 
am, Rally at 
10:00. Board 
Meeting here 
on March 14, 

2020. Diane, Kay & Dee will 
take care of the light refresh-
ments and set-up for board 
meeting. 

New Business: Rally: Speaker 
will be Brent Smith from 
“Mission Central”. Marlo will 
find out more of the details so 
we can co-ordinate our decora-
tions and booklet cover and in-
gathering. Theme will be based 

man 

LWML Pledge: Recited by all 

Attendance: Diane Schmidt, 
Dee Hoffman, Janis Bozarth, 
Doris Mann, June Lueckert, 
Marlo Howard, Kay Sowell, 
Erma Altis, Mary Wornson, 
Janet Miller, Carolyn Paterson, 
Joyce Lehning and Pastor New-
man. 

Minutes: The January minutes 
were read by Diane Schmidt, 
Joyce was losing her voice, with 
no corrections. 

Correspondence/

Communications/

Announcements: America Bi-
ble Associates sent information 
On Bibles for our troops. It will 
be tabled until next meet-
ing. Received a 2019 Thank 
You from Ronald McDonald 
house for our help. More than 
8200 families have been served 
for families with sick children. 

Treasurer’s Report: Beginning 
balance, 2/10/20 of $726.06. 
Deposits, January meeting of-
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on Mark 16:15: Go into all the 
world & preach the Gospel to 
every creature. Registration ta-

ble will be in the narthex. June 
and Doris will take care of it 
with registration of $5.00. Erma 
will furnish fruit bars. 
Kay will furnish 
apple & orange 
juice and cof-
fee. Marlo, 
Diane and 
Janet will also 
make some 
breads. Dee 
will bring fruit. 
We are expecting 
between 40-50. Lunch will 
be Hawaiian sliders and salads 
and dessert along with coffee 
and tea. Joyce and Kay will take 
care of the sliders. Salads will 
be Marlo, Diane, Janis, Carolyn 
and Mary. Desserts: Doris, 
June, Janet, Kay, and Dee. Cof-
fee and tea will be available. 
We can finalize at the March 
meeting. 

Lenten Meal: We will serve on 
March 11 with a casserole, 
salad, dessert. 

Quilt: Mary will make a H.S. 
Senior quilt for Jacob. Janis will 
make a lap quilt for Amy Davis, 
cancer patient. 

Ronald McDonald House: 
Third Thursday of each month, 
February 20, 2020. 

March Meeting will be Mon-
day, March 9, 2020, at 9:30 at 
the church with Erma Altis as 
Hostess. 

Third Sunday Treats: 2/16, 

therans prefer being categorized 
with the Reformed, Baptists, 
Methodists, and so forth.  

Is a Lutheran a follower of the 
sixteenth-century Augustinian 
Monk, Martin Luther? Yes, they 
are, for Dr. Luther began the 
Reformation through his draft-
ing of the 95 Theses posted in 
Wittenberg, 1517. However, not 
all of what was written by Mar-
tin Luther is accepted by Lu-
therans. While Dr. Luther was a 
great theologian who wrote a 
portion of the Book of Concord 
(i.e., the Large and Small Cate-
chism, as well as the Smalcald 
Articles), not all of Luther’s 
Works are accepted as official 
confessions of Lutherans. And 
so, Lutherans follow Dr. Luther, 
but not all of what Dr. Luther 
wrote is followed by Lutherans.  

Are Lutherans German or Nor-
wegian? There are indeed 11 
million Germans in Germany 
and 4 million Norwegians in 

Norway that bear the name 
Lutheran. However, not all 

Lutherans are German 
or Norwegian. For ex-
ample, in Ethiopia, 

there are 8 million Lu-
therans and over 6 million 
more Lutherans in Tanzania. 
And so, not all Germans and 
Norwegians are Lutherans, 

and not all Lutherans are 
German or Norwe-

gian.  

Are Lutherans 
supporters of 
the Solas – 

the Word alone, Faith 
Alone, and Grace Alone? Lu-

Joyce, Erma, Dee. 3/15, Janet, 
Marlo, Mary. 4/19, Kay, June, 
Doris. 

Prayer Requests And Closing 

Prayer: Pastor 

Bible Study: Pastor had the 
study from the Winter 

Quarterly, “Why the 
joy of the Lord is 

our strength!” 

Kay served a deli-
cious dessert with 

real whipped cream 
and chocolate cov-
ered strawberries. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Joyce Lehning 

What Is A Lutheran? 
Is a Lutheran a Protestant? Yes, 
Lutherans are Protestant, for 
they were among the first to 
‘protest’ the Roman Catholic 
abuses in the sixteenth-century. 
However, not all Protestants are 
Lutherans. There are some very 
drastic theological and practical 
differences between the 
800 million Protestants in 
the world. For ex-
ample, one cannot 
theologically and 
practically lump the Re-
formed, Baptists, and 
Methodists together with 
the Lutherans, for the Lu-
therans are still very 
“catholic” (small 
“c”). And so, 
Lutherans are 
indeed the 
original 
Protestants, 
but not all Protestants are Lu-
theran, and certainly, not all Lu-
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therans indeed support the 
Word, Faith, and Grace alone! 
However, Lutherans are not the 
only ones that uphold the Solas. 
Many Reformed Baptists, 
Calvinists, Epis-
copalians, and 
Anglicans up-
hold the 
Word, Faith, 
and Grace 
alone as well. 
And so, Lu-
therans support 
the Solas, but 
they are not the 
only ones who sup-
port the Solas.  

Are Lutherans members of a 
Synod? There are indeed many 
Lutheran Synods such as the 
Missouri Synod, Wisconsin 
Synod, Evangelicals Lutheran 
Church in America, Evangelical 
Lutheran Synod, Church of the 
Lutheran Brethren, and so forth. 
However, not all members at-
tending these synods are Lu-
theran. Many members (and 
some pastors) of these synods 
are Lutheran in name only. That 
is to say, they do not subscribe 
to the tenets of their Lutheran 
denomination, or perhaps their 
denomination does not sub-
scribe to all the tenets of Lu-
theranism. And so, Lutherans 
are a part of a Synod, but not all 
members of Synods are Luther-
ans.  

So, what is a Lutheran then? In 
the 58th Regular Convention of 
the North Dakota District of the 
LCMS, a wonderful description 

of Holy Scripture). 

Homiletical – Lutherans preach 
God’s Word of Law and Gos-
pel. 

Liturgical – Lutherans (for the 
most part) gather themselves 
around the gift of the ancient lit-
urgy. 

Synodical – Lutherans walk to-
gether with other Lutherans of 
the ‘same’ confession. 

Missional – Lutherans are di-
rected and influenced by all the 
preceding points (Missional 
does not define Christ; Christ 
defines missional. Missional 
does not define our Confes-
sions; our Confessions define 
missional, and so on). Being a 
Missional Church we freely ex-
press our love toward our 
neighbor. This is our mercy care 
at home, in our community, and 
all around the world.  

So, is a Lutheran a Protestant, a 
follower of Luther, a 
German, a member of 

Synod, etc.? Yes, 
and no – kind of – 
maybe? But is a Lu-
theran Christologi-
cal, Scriptural, Sac-
ramental, Confes-
sional, Homiletical, 
Liturgical, Synodi-
cal, and Missional? 

Absolutely! 

Board of Directors 
Board Members Present: Pas-
tor Drew Newman, President 
Mark Fairhurst, Vice President 
Darrin Abend; Elders, Larry 
Goodroad; Treasurer, Connie 
Brammeier; Properties, Norm 

of what is a Lutheran was 
adopted in Resolution 1-01A. It 
consists of 8 DNA characteris-
tics of what makes up a Lu-

theran and Lutheran 
Church. The 8 

wonderful char-
acteristics of a 

Lutheran 
and Lu-
theran 

Church are: 
Christological, 

Scriptural, Sac-
ramental, Con-

fessional, Homi-
letical, Liturgical, 

Synodical, and Mis-
sional. Here is a closer 

look at each of the character-
istics:  

Christological – Lutherans cen-
ter on Christ-crucified for Justi-
fication. 

Scriptural – Lutherans 
are captive to the 
Word of God. 

Sacra-

mental – 
Luther-
ans 
cherish 
the gifts 
of Bap-
tism, 
Communion, 
and Absolution. 

Confessional – Luther-
ans have a “quia” subscription 
to the Book of Concord (that is, 
they accept the Lutheran Con-
fessions as true because they 
accurately reflect the teachings 
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Sowell, Acting Director; Evan-
gelism, Sam Goodroad; Educa-
tion, Michelle Fairhurst; Plan-
ning, Tim Brammeier; Services, 
Dee Hoffman; Secretary, Erma 
Altis 

Call of Order: President Mark 
Fairhurst call the meeting to or-
der. 

Prayers and Scripture: Pastor 
Drew Newman opened with 
prayer. We continued our study 
of the Augsburg Confession, 
Article 27: Monastic Vows 
starting at 24-62. 

Reading of Minutes from last 

meeting: Motion to approve the 
minutes by Norm Sowell and 
seconded by Larry Goodroad. 
Minutes approved 

Report by Pastor: Admission 
and Dismissal of Members, 
None 

Report by 

Treasurer 

Connie 

Bram-

meier: Mo-
tion was 
made by 
Michelle 
Fairhurst to 
receive the 
Treasurer 
Report, 
seconded 
by Norm 
Sowell. Treasurer report ap-
proved. 

Reports by Directors: 

Vice President (Darrin Abend) 
reported that he had checked 
with the company that he works 

to the northern 2 parking lot 
lights still remain an issue. The 
new phone company has denied 
responsibility in conjunction 

with laying their new cable. An 
electrician will be secured to de-
termine where the electricity 
has been interdicted.  

The Water Fountain has been 
installed. Thanks to Melvin and 
Keith. 

The Sacristy light are scheduled 
for repair and upgrade this 
week. 

Skyler Construction & country 
Home Elevator are currently 
working on the elevator. Hope-
fully it will be operating this 
week. 

The Choir Loft Air Conditioner 
has been replaced. 

Evangelism (Sam Goodroad) 
said that we need a few more 
larger print handouts for Sun-
day. He will be working with 
ushers for training this year.  

Education (Michelle Fairhurst), 
she is working on VBS for this 
summer. 

Planning (Tim Brammeier) said 
that he will be getting with Di-
rector Melvin Altis 

for and they had an extensive 
program for sexual harassment. 
He was going to be working 
with Mark to get a policy in 
place by this 
spring. Connie 
stated that she 
could get some 
information for 
Darrin & Mark 
for the com-
pany she 
worked for. 
Norm stated 
that it would be 
easier to adopt a policy that had 
already been approved by Legal 
Counsel. 

Elder (Larry Goodroad) re-
ported that he had talked to two 
members if they would be inter-
ested to become an Elder, they 
said yes. Trinity two new Elders 
are Tim Brammeier and Allen 
Harris. 

Properties 

(Norm 
Sowell) 
said the 
new prop-
erties Di-
rector is 
Melvin Al-
tis. Norm 
will stay on 
as Acting 
Director 
until 

March 15, 2020. They will be 
working together with things 
that need to be done. 

February 2020 Properties Re-

port: Norm Sowell Acting Di-
rector 

Parking Lot Lights: Electricity 
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Services (Dee Hoffman) they 
are working on meals to freeze 
for families that need help. 

Secretary (Erma Altis) she had 
purchased notebooks to start the 
2020 year for minutes. 

Unfinished Business: 

Constitution updates – En-
sure these are filed. Pas-
tor is working on get-
ting it done. 

Properties 
Direc-
tor – Mo-
tion 
needed to appoint Melvin Altis. 
Tim Brammeier made a motion 
to appoint Melvin Altis Proper-
ties Director, seconded by Dar-
rin Abend. Passed 

Security Committee – No Re-
port 

Playground behind church: We 
had a discussion on doing away 
with the playground, we no 
longer use it. With the mowing 
of the grass and weeding, it take 
a lot of time. Tim Brammeier 
stated that we would remove the 
fence and the gravel, then re-
cover it with dirt and grass seed.  

It was discussed that maybe we 
could sell the fence, but we 
would have to check out the 
condition first. Table until next 
meeting. 

The Steps need to be repaired or 
removed. The steps going to the 
playground needed to be re-
paired or removed. They are in 
bad condition and someone 
could get hurt. Properties will 
check it out, we will see what 

will be the best thing to do. 

New Business: 

Mowing Schedule: We had a 
discussion on the mowing sea-
son. 

Pastor asked the 
Board Members is 
they would like to do 
one of the meals for 
Lent. The board will 
be providing the meal 
on April 1st. 

Adjournment: Norm 
Sowell made the mo-
tion to adjourn the 
meeting, seconded by 

Sam Goodroad.  

Closing Prayer by Pastor 

Meeting Adjourned  

Respectfully submit-
ted, 

Erma 
Altis, 
Secre-
tary 


