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Pastoral Ministry Ramblings & Confessions 
will have to find a way to po-
litely excuse myself from 
them. Or maybe I’m just bone 
tired. I want to chill. I don’t 
want to see people. I just want 
to stay home on Sunday morn-
ing, drink coffee, and do as lit-
tle as possible. Unlike David, 
I’m not always smiling at the 
thought of going to the house 
of the Lord. 

These revelations might sur-
prise you when you learn 
that – like you – there are 
times when us pastors don’t 
want to go to Church either. 
Maybe it’s between sermon 
and Bible Study preparations; 
hospital visits; committee 
meetings; counseling sessions; 
visitor follow-ups; calls on 
members; late night phone 
conversation; typing, copying, 
and other “office duties,” I feel 
like I’ve worked hard enough 
for the last six days. Maybe 
I’m just sick of being cooped 
up in my study or at my desk. 
Maybe I could really use a day 
at the beach or a long walk in 
the park. Every week I try my 
best to come up with a good 
sermon, but, in all honesty, 
there are lots of times I feel 

Note: This article was adapted 
from a recent blog by Chad 
Bird, author of two hymn in Lu-
theran Service Book, “The In-
fant Priest Was Holy Born,” and 
“Hear Us Father, When We 
Pray.” 

I like the Psalms, but I have to 
be honest. I can’t pray some of 
them with a straight face. Psalm 
122 is a prime example. David is 
just a little too cheerful for my 
taste when he exclaims, “I was 
glad when they said to me, ‘Let 
us go to the house of the Lord!’” 

Those words certainly don’t roll 
off my tongue very easily when 
I plop out of bed on Sunday 
morning at 4:30. Maybe it was 
that my wife and I stayed out a 
little too late the night before 
(though that’s not too likely in 
my case since I don’t usually 
like going out on Saturday night 
for precisely that reason.) Of 
course, there’s yard work, gro-
cery shopping, laundry and a 
hundred other things that need to 
be done before Monday comes 
around. It’s possible that there 
might be a meeting after Church 
that most pastors would like to 
avoid at all costs. I might be 
afraid of being cornered by Mr. 
Meddler or Mrs. Gossipalot and 

like the I’m about to preach is 
going to be a total flop. There 
are times when I’m afraid I 
might even fall asleep in the 
pulpit while preaching (as most 
of you know, I’m not exactly a 
“morning person”). I may not 
want to see Mr. Changehater, 
who’s been bellyaching for 
three months straight about the 
Church not singing his favorite 
hymns, who sits with his arms 
crossed over his chest during 
every hymn. And of course, he 
also afraid that Mrs. Gossipalot 
is probably going to corner 
him, too, so she can express her 
“Christian concern” about the 
fact that she just happened to 
notice how someone in the con-
gregation has been engaging in 
some open sinning and she 
wants to know if pastor is 
aware of this fact. 

Honestly, some Sunday morn-
ings I may not even want to be 
a pastor. There are times when 
I wish I had a different vocation 
(even though I know God has 
different ideas and plans for my 
life). I sometimes have zero de-
sire to stand in the pulpit or at 
the altar. For once, I would just 
like to leave the alarm clock 
unset on Sunday morning, sleep 
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until noon, do nothing, and sim-
ply be lazy. The last thing I 
would be likely pray on those 
days when I feels like that is, “I 
was glad when they said, ‘Let us 
go to the house of the Lord!’” 
What would probably make me 
very glad on those days is to 
simply stay home. 

Now of course I’m making this 
sound much worse than it actu-
ally is. And I’m most certainly 
not saying every Sunday, or 
even most Sundays, are like this. 
But truth be known, I’ve never 
met a pastor who doesn’t feel 
like this from time to time – and 
that there are days for each of 
them they’re as excited about 
going to work on Sunday morn-
ing as you are at times about go-
ing to work on Monday morn-
ing. 

But here’s the point: we go to 
Church anyway. And glad or 
not, willing or not, we somehow 
manage to crawl out of bed and 
get ourselves over to the house 
of the Lord. And in so doing, in 
a most unexpected way, we ful-
fill another duty of the office we 
hold: we set an example for the 
flock over whom the Holy Spirit 
has made us overseers. 

So here’s the bottom line. No-
body, not even your pastor, ever 
goes to the house of the Lord for 
entirely spiritually pure motives. 
Yes, he goes to Church to hear 
the Word, but he also knows he 
has a mortgage and a car pay-
ment, not to mention most of the 
same expenses as everyone else 

in the congregation. And those 
expenses are hard to pay if he’s 
unemployed. Yes, he goes to the 
house of the Lord to receive the 
Supper, but he’s secretly glad to 
get out of his own house early 
since he and his wife may have 
had a disagreement the night be-
fore and there’s still a bit of chill 
in the air. Indeed, he enjoys 
singing praises to the Lord, but 
the handshakes, the pats on the 
back and the warm greeting he 
receives as his flock exit the Di-
vine Service leave him feeling a 
bit better about himself, too. 

So, is your pastor glad to go to 
the house of the Lord for the 
Lord’s sake or for his own sake? 
Yes. 

In other words, your pastor is 
just like you. He’s a deeply 
flawed human being, with an in-
flated ego, potentially thin skin, 
lust in his heart, selfish ambi-
tions, and plenty of other nasti-
ness hidden beneath his Sunday 
best. And for all those reasons, 
going to Church is the best thing 
he can do, regardless of his mo-
tives. Because in Church he’ll 
hear about the God who loves 
him despite his flaws, who calls 
him to repentance, and who 
stands ready to wash him in the 
waters of forgiveness. He’ll 
hear – in his own sermon, no 
less – about the Christ who died 
and rose for him and Mr. Med-
dler and Mrs. Gossipalot and the 
people in the congregation who 
are engaged in sinning (which 
includes each and every one of 

us). He will kneel at the altar 
and hear Christ say, “Take, eat, 
this is My body,” without ever 
questioning what his motives 
are for kneeling there. In the 
house of the Lord, the Holy 
Spirit will apply the cleansing 
blood of Jesus to his heart full of 
bad, twisted self-serving mo-
tives, so that his heart is pumped 
full of nothing but the pure, sav-
ing blood of Christ. And what 
God does for your pastor on 
Sunday morning, he also does 
for you, regardless of whether 
you’re there for entirely right 
reasons or not. 

Part of the vocation of your pas-
tor is to go to the house of the 
Lord even on those hard days 
when he’d rather stay home. He 
sets an example for rest of his 
flock who would also like to 
stay home many Sundays as 
well. 

One thing is certain: when you 
and I are not glad to go to the 
house of the Lord, the Lord is 
glad, nonetheless, to have us all 
there. And that’s really all that 
matters. 

I hope to see you all there with 
us for worship this Sunday . . . 

Birthdays 
Shirley Kueck  ..................... 3/6 
Thomas Goodroad  .............. 3/7 
Marlo Howard  ..................... 3/9 
Connie Brammeier  .............. 3/9 
Deann Benningfield  .......... 3/13 
Wayne Suter  ...................... 3/16 
Amanda Schroeder  ............ 3/18 
Bob Howard  ...................... 3/20 
Pat Mayes  .......................... 3/23 
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Chris Blunk  ......................  3/24 
Conner Jackson  ................  3/24 
John Darmstaetter  .............  3/24 
Lee Wathen  ......................  3/25 
Rick Strack  .......................  3/25 
Charlene Henke  ................  3/26 
Delany Stout  .....................  3/26 
Cheryl McClain  ................  3/28 
Jana Schwarz  ....................  3/31 
Kayla Propst  .....................  3/31 
Gwen Mayes  .......................  4/2 
Roy Keller  ..........................  4/3 
Sean Williams  ....................  4/3 
John Luppes  ........................  4/5 
Taylor Altis  ........................  4/5 

Baptisms 
Kevin Schroeder  .................  3/1 
Allen Harris  ........................  3/4 
Rick Strack  .........................  3/9 
Shane Strack  .......................  3/9 
Craig Schley  .....................  3/13 
Steve Christensen  .............  3/14 
Bobbie Suter  .....................  3/14 
Bill Wersinger  ..................  3/16 
Thomas Goodroad  ............  3/20 
John Barth  ........................  3/26 
Alan Bozarth  ......................  4/1 
Michelle Fairhurst  ..............  4/1 
Jack Oldag  ..........................  4/6 
Alec Walworth  ...................  4/6 
Doris Mann  .........................  4/7 
Ben Augur  ..........................  4/8 
Taylor Altis  ........................  4/9 

Anniversaries 
Tom & Phyllis Clemens 

3/8/1997 
Peter & Deanna Korondi 

3/11/1989 
Mike & Colleen Jackson 

3/24/1984 
Keith & Mary Wornson 

4/4/1970 
Tony & Jane Alshouse 

4/4/1981 

Elders 
Vic Edwards 

Larry Goodroad 
Ken Meier 

Dallas Hoffman 
Peter Korondi 
Bill Moore, Jr. 

Acolytes 
3/2  ....................  Gabriel Sowell 
3/6  .................. Ben Starkebaum 
3/9  ....................  Andrew Swain 
3/13  ....................  Joe Goodroad 
3/16  .................. Tom Goodroad 
3/20  ..................  Sammy Harms 
3/24  ....................  Colton Harris 
3/25  ................. Conner Jackson 
3/27 (6:30)  ......  Simon Korondi 
3/27 (9:00)  ...............  Eli Ramer 
4/3  ....................  Gabriel Sowell 
4/10  ................ Ben Starkebaum 
4/17  ..................  Andrew Swain 
4/24  ....................  Joe Goodroad 

Ushers 
March 2 & 9 

Mark Fairhurst, John Luppes 
March 6 

Dan Goodroad, Tony Propst 
March 13 & 20 

Larry & Sam Goodroad 
March 16 & 27 (6:30) 

Max Goodwin, Jim Hargrave 
March 24 & 25 

Steve Harms, Allen Harris 
March 27 (9:00) 

Bob Marchert, Nelson Hayes 
April 3 

Bob Marchert, Don Mayes 
April 10 

Don Mayes, Darrin Abend 
April 17 & 24 

Ken Meier, Scott Mayes 

Greeters 
March 2 

June Ramer, Dorothy Riley 
March 6 

Alan & Debra Rhea 
March 9 

Kevin & Julie Schroeder 
March 13 

Craig & Shari Schley 
March 16 

Gary & Diane Schmidt 
March 20 

Don & Sharon McCubbin 
March 24 

Tony & Jane Alshouse 
March 25 

Pete & Deanna Korondi 
March 27 (Sunrise) 
Rob & Ardyth Stone 
March 27 (9:00 AM) 

Andy & Lisa Starkebaum 
April 3 

Rick & Diane Strack 
April 10 

Wayne & Bobbie Suter 
April 17 

Fred & Sandy Walworth 
April 24 

Lee Wathen, Harry Akiyama 

Altar Guild 
March 24 

Sharon McCubbin 
March 25 

Good Friday 
March 27 (Sunrise) 

Phyllis Clemens, Sharon 
McCubbin 

March 27 (9:00 AM) 
Pat Owens, Mary Ellett 

Ladies Night Out 
Ladies Night Out will be head-
ing to the new Ted's Cafe Es-
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condido in Liberty behind Ched-
dar's. We will meet up there on 
March 21 at 6:00 PM.  

Holy Week Schedule 
Believe it or not, Easter will be 
hear in about two weeks, spe-
cifically on March 27th. Mark 
your calendars so you don’t 
miss anything. We’ve had really 
great attendance at our midweek 
Lenten Services this year, so 
we’re looking forward to big 
crowds during Holy Week as 
well. 

On Palm Sunday, March 20th, 
we will begin the Divine Service 
with the procession of palms by 
the children of the congregation, 
so parents, make sure your kid-
dos are there a little early so 
they can participate. There will 
have no Wednesday activities 
on March 23rd, which includes 
the Men’s and Women’s Bible 
Studies, Midweek School, Din-
ner, etc. If you’re a member of 
one of our choirs you will want 
to check out that schedule with 
your directors. Thursday night is 
the Maundy Thursday Commun-
ion Service at 7:00, which in-
cludes the stripping of the Altar 
(see Sharon McCubbin if you’d 
like to participate in that). Fri-
day night is the Tenebrae Ser-
vice of Darkness which com-
memorates the day our Lord Je-
sus was laid in the tomb. Satur-
day night is the Easter Prayer 
Vigil. All night long the Church 
will be open for people to come 
and pray for Church and world 
(resources will be provided). We 

are asking people to sign up for 
30 minute blocks so that some-
one is in the Church all night 
long). 

Then on Easter Sunday we be-
gin with the Sunrise Service at 
6:30, followed by a breakfast 
sponsored by the Youth from 
7:30 to 8:30 (or thereabouts), 
then the 2nd Service at 9:00. 
Both the Sunrise and 9:00 Ser-
vices are essentially the same, 
so feel free to come to either or 
both (if you hear the sermon 
twice you can report to the pas-
tor which version you liked 
best!) . . .  

In all of this we remember the 
reason for the season is to cele-
brate our Lord’s death and res-
urrection to earn for us poor sin-
ners the forgiveness of sins and 
eternal life. To Him the glory 
forever and ever! 

Family Fellowship 
The Family Fellowship group 
will be heading to Plattsburg 
Bowl on Saturday, March 19th. 
We have the bowling alley re-
served from 6-10 pm. Please 
bring a snack to share. The 
bowling alley asks that we buy 
our pop there. Everyone is wel-
come! We always have a great 
time of fellowship around food, 
friends and rolling heavy, noisy 
plastic balls across wooden 
flooring and knocking down 
helpless bowling pins! 

Board of Director’s 
Meeting 

Members Present: Connie 
Brammeier, Tim Brammeier, 

Dan Goodroad, Larry Goodroad, 
Nelson Hayes, Dee Hoffman, 
Bob Marchert, Pastor, Norm 
Sowell. 

Tim called the meeting to order. 
Pastor opened with prayer. The 
board continued their study of 
the Augsburg Confession. 

Admission of members: We 
welcome transfers Rebekah 
Rueger from Holy Cross Lu-
theran Church, Kansas Cit, and 
Carolyn Paterson from Trinity 
Evangelical Lutheran Church. 
Norm moved we accept the 
transfers, Dan seconded. Passed 
by vote. 

Bob moved we accept the min-
utes from last month, Norm sec-
onded. Passed by vote. 

Pastor: Nothing new to report. 

VP: Nothing new to report. 

Treasurer: An update of the 
Year-End Report is available 
upon request. Dan moved we re-
ceive the report, Nelson sec-
onded. 

Elders: Nothing new to report, 
they did not have a meeting last 
month. 

Properties: A number of things 
have been completed. The play-
ground is now locked, the fence 
around the air conditioner and 
the exit light downstairs is fixed. 
The lights over the altar will be 
revisited after Easter. 

Evangelism: N/A 

Education: The cradle roll pro-
gram is going well. At the last 
quarter of the year, good atten-
dance gifts were handed out to 
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those who attended 10 Sundays 
or more. VBS planning has 
started, we will need an assistant 
director to be there during the 
week and an assistant director 
for this summer to track atten-
dance, offerings, etc. Please let 
Leslie know if you are inter-
ested. 

Stewardship: Working on an 
article for the newsletter. 

Youth: There are 5 youth and 2 
adults signed up for the confer-
ence. They served 110 for din-
ner and did very well in dona-
tions. 

Public Relations: Nothing new 
to report. 

Planning: This position is open. 

Services: Nothing new to re-
port. 

Secretary: Nothing new to re-
port. 

Unfinished Business: The 
KHRA has found a new place to 
have their meetings, this will be 
their last month. 

New Business: The Constitution 
needs an update. 

Nelson moved we adjourn, Dan 
seconded. Pastor closed with 
prayer. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Emily Goodroad 

Lutherans For Life 
The Northland Chapter meets 
the quarterly at the home of 
Fran and Marsha Szarejko. If 
you have any questions, please 
contact Kimberly Murphy, 628-

6815. Everyone is invited to join 
us at these meetings. 

Trinity Care Group 
Do you need assistance because 
of illness, birth of a baby, death, 
hospitalization, etc.? Trinity 
Care Group can help. We would 
be happy to arrange for provid-
ing meals, doing errands, visit-
ing with the family, etc. Please 
contact Dee Hoffman at 320-
2490. 

Top Of The Hill 
The group met at Church on 
Tuesday, March 8, for Papa 
Murphy’s pizza at 11:30 PM – 
which was delicious, by the 
way. Then we spent the rest of 
the afternoon in fun and fellow-
ship. 

Please consider joining us next 
month on April 12th for our next 
meeting. Watch the Bulletin for 
more details. 

Youth 
We are super excited about the 
turnout that we had at our An-
nual Sweetheart Dinner on Sat-
urday, February 6th. The weather 
was beautiful for February and 
helped make our turnout a huge 
success. We served over 100 
people in a short three hours but 
our youth group did a fantastic 
job as usual waiting tables. I be-
lieve the change in menu items 
was also a big hit. Thanks very 
much to Tim and Connie Bram-
meier for suggesting the change 
and all of their hard work in put-
ting the main dishes together. 
Thanks very much to Kari 
Goodroad for her artistic abili-

ties in creating the backdrop for 
our pictures, and to Aaron and 
Becky Edwards for assisting 
with the photography. A BIG 
thank you goes out to all of the 
parents who volunteered their 
time in preparation leading up to 
the event and for working be-
hind the scenes in the kitchen 
that evening. We were blessed 
with many donations that were 
provided that helped keep ex-
penses down and the youth 
group appreciates that very 
much also. We made $2,200 to 
put towards the Higher Things 
Conference this summer which 
is a new record compared to 
prior years. Thanks so much to 
everyone who reserved a spot 
for this fun event in support of 
our youth group.  

The youth group will be hosting 
the March 9th Lenten dinner. 
The menu has not yet been fi-
nalized so it will be a surprise!  

Upcoming Events: The youth 
group will also be making palm 
crosses for Palm Sunday so stay 
tuned for those event details. 
The youth group will also be 
serving breakfast on Easter 
morning, March 27th, immedi-
ately following the sunrise ser-
vice.   

We have registered five of our 
youth and two adult chaperones 
for the upcoming 2016 Higher 
Things Conference that we will 
be attending in Cedar Falls, I, at 
the University of Northern Iowa. 
The conference is scheduled for 
July 5-8th this year.  
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Trinity’s youth group is com-
prised of grades 6-12. Everyone 
is encouraged to participate in 
this age range as well as parents 
and we would gladly welcome 
new faces. If you have any ques-
tions, please contact Lisa 
Starkebaum or Connie Bram-
meier.   

LWML 
February 8, 2016  

Call to Order: Dianne Mischlich 

Opening Hymn: "What A Friend 
We Have In Jesus," #516 

Opening Prayer: Dianne 
Mischlich read a poem by Helen 
Steiner Rice, “What Is Prayer”. 
LWML Pledge was recited. 

Attendance: Dianne Mischlich, 
Marlo Howard, June Lueckert, 
Mary Wornson, Janis Bozarth, 
Dee Hoffman, Diane Schmidt. 

Minutes: January minutes were 
read and approved. 

Correspondence: Thank you was 
received from Kearney Family 
Foundation for donation of 
$1,020.00. Thank you was re-
ceived from Lutheran Church 
Missouri Synod for Joint Semi-
nary Fund donation. Thank you 
received from LWML for 
$500.00 donation. Thank you 
was received from Lutherans for 
Life for $250 donation. 

Treasurer’s Report: A balance 
as of 2/7/16 was $1,084.99 
(including $85.53 in mites). A 
free will offering was taken. 

Mission Grant Story was read 
entitled “Hope & Healing to the 
Navajo People”. 

Quilting Report: One more Sr. 
quilt is needed. 

Unfinished Business: Next work 
day at Ronald McDonald House 
is 2/18/2016.  

Augur wedding was discussed. 
LWML was asked to only serve 
at wedding on Memorial Day 
weekend. 

Marlo Howard purchased 2 pa-
per towel holders for the church 
kitchen. She will submit a bill. 

New Business: Easter cleanup is 
3/12. Suggestions are welcome 
as to what needs to be cleaned 

LWML Convention will be June 
3-5, 2016, in Cape Girardeau, 
MO. A letter was read from Pam 
Duncan, KC North President. 

Third Sunday Treats: 2/21
           Marlo Howard, Joyce 
Lehning, Dee Hoffman; 3/20
           June Luekert, Janet 
Miller, Dianne Mischlich, 4/17; 
Diane Schmidt, Janis Bozarth, 
Dee Hoffman 

Next meeting will be Monday, 
March 14 with Marlo Howard as 
hostess.  

Business meeting was adjourned 
with The Lord’s Prayer. Bible 
Study was led by Dianne 
Mischlich entitled “Taking 
Pleasure In Dance” taken from 
Lutheran Women’s Quarterly. 

Refreshments were served by 
Marlo Howard and June 
Lueckert. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Janis Bozarth, Secretary 

Thank You 

Thank you for your donation to 

the Kearney Enrichment Coun-
cil in support of the Kearney 
Food Pantry. Your generosity 
helps us accomplish our mission 
of improving the quality of life 
in Kearney. With great apprecia-
tion, Mary Gaul; Jenny Hayes 
and the Kearney Enrichment 
Council. 

* * *  

Thank you for your generous 
donation of $150. This helps us 
help those in need. – Kearney 
Food Pantry 


