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Boaz: The Kinsman-Redeemer 
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In the name of the Father, and of † the Son, and of the 
Holy Spirit. Amen. Have you ever noticed that there are 
some people who never seem to get a break? While those 
around them often appear to be making it most of the time 
with comparative ease, there always appear to be some 
who daily struggle with one problem after another. Forget 
the old adage that trouble often comes in threes, because 
for some, trouble is daily food. Their labor and work go 
from bad to worse. The stack of bills only grows higher, 
and as soon as one debt is paid off, another smacks them 
in the face. Shortly after a problem with one of their kids 
is momentarily settled, another goes into orbit. Barely do 
they recover from one illness, when another strikes! 

The prophet Job often comes to mind for many when 
they think about classic examples of suffering in the 
Scriptures. But Job is an extraordinary example. Accord-
ing to God’s Word, Job was caught up in the midst of an 
unexplainable contest between God and the devil. The 
cosmic dimension of his suffering makes it pretty difficult 
for most of us to connect with him. Indeed, the best we 
can do when we experience trials is to say: “Well, Job suf-
fered far worse.” The other difficulty with Job is that the 
solution to his problem almost fell into his lap. After for-
ty-some chapters of constant complaining, it took only a 
few verses for his problem to be solved. Literally, the 
Lord made Job prosperous again and gave him twice as 
much as he had before. The Lord blessed the latter part of 
his life more than the first. 

As we contemplate saints who’ve suffered before us, 
we should give some time to Naomi and Ruth – for if you 
read the entire story concerning them, what you’ll find is 
that Naomi and Ruth lost nearly as much as Job – includ-
ing husband, son, income, property, legal status and pro-
tection. But these ladies were a bit more pragmatic about 
their situation than Job. It’s true, the older of them was 
prone to complaining – and even instructed everyone to 
call her “Mara” – or “Bitter Lady” – because of her mis-
fortune. But neither of these women were ready to consign 
themselves to an ash heap or whining. They accepted their 
lot in life, moving forward as best they could, and ex-
pected nothing to fall out of the sky. 

Maybe that’s what makes Boaz such a compelling im-
age of our Lord Jesus, for Boaz intervened on behalf of 
those who otherwise were holding out no hope for inter-
vention. He saved when salvation didn’t even seem possi-
ble for those who needed it. He acted with mercy and love 
toward those who had no idea that anyone would be inter-
ested in their plight. Indeed, listen to what Ruth asked Bo-
az. She said: “Why have I found such favor in your eyes, 
that you would notice me, a foreigner?” Boaz could have 

easily shirked his responsibility, passed it off to another, 
and pretended he had nothing to do with the land and in-
habitants of his deceased relative. After all, he was under 
no obligation to act as he did. 

As we’ve seen with all the other characters we’ve ex-
amined during this Lenten season, Boaz also stands in the 
shadow of the much greater Kinsman-Redeemer – our 
Lord, Jesus Christ. By all rights, our Lord Jesus could 
have claimed no responsibility or commitment to this fall-
en world and its beleaguered inhabitants. But nonetheless 
He still chose to act where no one else before or after had 
been able to act. He willingly identified Himself with us – 
first by becoming one of us as He was born of the Virgin 
Mary – and later by claiming to be our Blood-Relative and 
Redeemer. Or, putting it another way, He assumed the 
heavy burden and full responsibility of all that was 
brought about by our fall into sin and death. 

Boaz announced to the elders at the city gate, saying: 
“Today you are witnesses that I have bought from Naomi 
all the property of Elimelech, Chilion and Mahlon. I have 
also acquired Ruth the Moabitess, Mahlon’s widow, as my 
wife, in order to maintain the name of the dead with his 
property, so that his name will not disappear from among 
his family – or from the town records. Today you are wit-
nesses!” In a similar way dear Christian, Jesus has also 
claimed you, saying: “This is what the Lord says – He 
who created you, O Jacob, He who formed you, O Israel – 
‘Fear not, for I have redeemed you. I have summoned you 
by name. You are Mine.’” You see, that which Boaz did 
for Naomi and Ruth became the reason why many brought 
their praise and adoration before God. In fact, that’s exact-
ly what happened to Naomi and Ruth when some women 
came to them saying: “Praise be to the Lord, who this day 
has not left you without a kinsman-redeemer!” You and I, 
as Christians, should also be speaking those very same 
praises to the very same God – the One who has looked 
upon our pitiful, helpless Lenten condition – who has per-
formed for us the Holy Week work of redemption – and 
who has promised us a new life in His life –  a life which, 
for us sinners and our salvation, once burst forth anew on 
Easter morn from the same empty tomb in which His dead 
body had been placed on Good Friday. Praise be to the 
Lord, who on this day has not left us without a Redeemer 
in Jesus. Amen. 

And now that peace of God, which passes all under-
standing, will keep your hearts and minds in that one true 
faith in Christ Jesus, unto life everlasting. Amen. 


