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In the Shadows of the Son 
Judges 7:1-8 & 16-21 

Sermon for Third Week of Lent 

Gideon: Armed Only With The Word 

† † † † † † † 

In the name of the Father, and of † the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. As I was reading 

through tonight’s appointed Scripture text, I couldn’t help but notice the similarities between the 

language used here and the language St. Paul used in his 2nd letter to the Church at Corinth, where 

he described his preaching in very Gideon-like terms. St. Paul wrote: “God, who said, ‘Let light 

shine out of the darkness,’ made His light to shine in our hearts. But we have this treasure in jars 

of clay to show that this all-surpassing power is from God and not from us.” Here Paul describes 

the Divine Word as if it were a light or a torch carried about in the clay pots of our own human 

bodies. These pots may not look like much, but within these clay pots burns a Light powerful 

enough to pierce the darkness all around. 

Could it be that St. Paul had Gideon in mind when he wrote these words? After all, God 

loves the underdog. He whittled down Israel’s army from thirty-two thousand men to three hun-

dred – less than one percent of the original fighting force. And this He did so that Israel might not 

later be able to boast that it was her own strength – and not God’s – that saved her. If we were to 

paraphrase St. Paul’s words we might say that our Lord narrowed Israel’s fighting force “to show 

that this all-surpassing power is from God and not from us.” 

Bright lights hidden in crude pots. What an amazing idea God gave to Gideon so that he 

might place trumpets and empty jars in the hands of those who accompanied them – and in those 

jars hide flaming torches. Gideon moved his men forward into battle armed only with God’s 

Word. He went because he had no doubt God would fulfill His promise to be with him – and that 

he and his men together would be able strike down all the Midianites. Armed with only a torch 

and a clay pot, Gideon was given no room to doubt God, no room to protest, no option but to be-

lieve. And so, God fought through this man whom He had chosen. On that day light would shine 

in darkness and the trumpet call of victory would sound forth. 

As we just read, Gideon and the hundred men with him reached the edge of the enemy 

camp at the beginning of the middle watch – just after the guard had been changed. Three compa-

nies of men took hold of their trumpets, smashed the jars in their hands, grasped the torches as 

they fell free from their clay prisons, then sounded their trumpets and shouted: “A sword for the 
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Lord and for Gideon!” And as they went, each man held his position around the camp, causing all 

the Midianites to flee – crying as they ran. 

“A sword for the Lord and for Gideon!” Thus cried the men among whom not a single 

blade of steel was to be found. You see, the sword used by this army was a supernatural sword, a 

divine sword, a “living and active sword” as the writer of the book of Hebrews describes it – the 

sword of God’s Word which shines in light and rings forth in the trumpet blast. Truth be known, 

Gideon and His men were standing in the shadow of a much greater warrior, a Word-of-God-

Fighter who arms Himself only with torches and pots – our Lord Jesus Christ, who Himself is the 

Light of the World, “the Light that gives light to every man,” an all-surpassing power from God, 

veiled in human flesh. 

You might even be able to make the point that this Light of God was also hidden in a jar of 

clay. And when that Light shined forth in the fullness of all His resurrection glory, every enemy 

of both man and God were driven away. Our Lord Jesus routed them all with His divine Light in 

the clay pot of His full humanity which was opened on the cross for you. By His death and resur-

rection, our Lord Christ robbed the devil and all demons of their confidence in war, and left them 

with only the panic of their final, inescapable destruction. And like the Midianites, they too cried 

out in terror as they fled. “God, who said, ‘Let light shine out of the darkness,’ made His Light to 

shine in our hearts. But we have this treasure in jars of clay to show that this all-surpassing power 

is from God and not from us.” 

Dear Christian, when you consider the weakness of your own flesh, and how the good you 

desire to do is what you don’t do, and the evil you deplore is what you find yourself doing, re-

member how St. Paul describes the divine Word as being akin to a light or a torch which is car-

ried about in the clay pots of our own humanity. For the light of the Word is a Torch and a Light 

which is carried about in the bodies of all who belong to Him. Now God has given to you the very 

same battle gear He once gave Gideon’s army. And know this well: you have a faithful Com-

mander who will not waver, even when the odds seem insurmountable to you. You have a valiant 

Soldier to defend and eternally protect you – who once in this life and on the cross fought a battle 

you could never hope to win – and even now still fights faithfully for you – Jesus, our Gideon, 

our Lord. Amen. 

And now that peace of God, which passes all understanding, will keep your hearts and 

minds in that one true faith in Christ Jesus, unto life everlasting. Amen. 


