
In the Shadows of the Son 
Exodus 33:7-11 

Sermon for 1st Week of Lent 
Joshua: Keeping Vigil in the Father’s Presence 

† † † † † † † 

In the name of the Father, and of the 
† Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. Chil-
dren are occasionally horrified when they 
hear someone say heaven is going to be 
like an eternal worship service – because to 
them fifteen minutes of preaching probably 
already seems like an eternity! But children 
aren’t the only ones who think this way. 
They may be more vocal, but the fact is 
that all of us – including pastors – have a 
natural distaste for worship. It’s part of the 
residue of the Old Adam that keeps creep-
ing back into our heads no matter how hard 
we try to put it aside. When Paul wrote that 
“the sinful mind is hostile to God,” he 
wasn’t speaking only of unbelievers, for 
none of us wholeheartedly wants worship – 
not all the time. And admit it, even when 
our bodies are here, our thoughts are often 
somewhere else. The only ones who are be-
ing truly honest about their feelings are 
those who openly despise preaching and 
God’s Word – and seldom or never darken 
the doors of the Church at all. 

In tonight’s Old Testament reading 
we saw how Moses’ young aide, Joshua, 
exhibited a striking dedication for worship. 
Where others feared God and wanted Mo-
ses to speak on their behalf while they 
waited in the camp, Joshua faithfully went 
up to the tent of meeting with Moses. Even 
after Moses was ready to leave the tent, 
Joshua wanted to stay. He may have been 
nothing more than a doorkeeper in the 
house of God, but there it appears Joshua 
had found a place worthy of his full atten-
tion and constant devotion. Could this not 
also be a picture of our Lord Jesus, whose 

Greek name translates into Hebrew as 
Joshua? While we struggle against our own 
self-idolatry and aversion to worship and 
things Divine, Jesus remains steadfast in 
our place. He keeps the Sabbath faithfully 
and completely, although we, more than 
not, often find the task nearly impossible. 
Remember how our Lord Jesus explained 
Himself to His mother when His parents 
found Him in the Temple as a 12 year old 
boy sitting among the teachers? He asked 
her: “Why were you searching for Me? 
Didn’t you know I had to be about the 
things of My Father’s House?”  Even as a 
Child, Jesus was preoccupied with being in 
His Father’s presence. 

Despite our haste to escape the con-
fines of the Sanctuary as soon as the clos-
ing hymn has concluded, a part of us al-
ways heads home with a touch of remorse. 
In our hearts the New Man, Christ, is al-
ways there to remind us how good it is to 
be in God’s House. We know God is al-
ways with us, even to the end of the age, 
but here in His House is where He has 
promised to be present among us in ways 
we can actually see, hear, taste and feel. 
Here in His House He speaks to us, feeds 
us, and for a time makes the travail of the 
rest of the week seem momentarily distant 
– perhaps a even little bit smaller. Here we 
can actually relax in the realization that 
here we need make no contribution, but on-
ly receive what God deigns to give us. Here 
God acts while we remain passive. Here 
God gives while we simply receive. Here 
God speaks while we have to but listen. In-
deed, here in His House our acting, giving, 



and speaking arise only because of what He 
has first done, given, and said. Here, con-
trary to the rest of our lives, no one is mak-
ing any demands on us. 

When Moses went into the tent of 
meeting, all the other matters that otherwise 
would have crowded his every waking 
moment were left outside with the people – 
who were standing at the entrances of their 
own tents watching and waiting for Moses’ 
return. Eventually, of course, everyone had 
to go back to their daily vocation – every-
one, that is, except Joshua, the shadow of 
Jesus, who would not leave God’s House. 
Here was a man who apparently grasped 
the full import of God’s Divine Service – a 
man who perceived the one thing needful – 
a man whose solitary vigil in the presence 
of God both condemns and comforts all 

who seek the first opportunity to escape 
from God’s presence. Joshua’s attentive-
ness before God should shame each of us, 
young and old alike. Yet Joshua also pro-
vides us with a refreshing picture of our 
Lord Jesus Christ and His faithfulness on 
our behalf. What joy there is in knowing 
that where we cannot bear to remain, Jesus 
faithfully maintains His vigil and is seated 
for all time at the right hand of the Father. 
“Therefore,” Holy Scripture reminds us, 
“He is able to save completely those who 
come to God through Him, because He al-
ways lives to intercede for them.” May it 
always be so for Jesus’ sake. Amen. 

And now that peace of God, which 
passes all understanding, will keep your 
hearts and minds in that one true faith in 
Christ Jesus, unto life everlasting. Amen. 

 


