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In the name of the Father, and of the † Son, and of the 

Holy Spirit. Amen. This morning’s Gospel reading speaks 

– although not in nearly as much detail as the parallel ac-

counts in Matthew and Luke – of an encounter our Lord 

Christ had with the Prince of Darkness – or, as Luther 

liked to call him that “Old Evil Foe.” The story of that 

encounter is, of course, familiar to all of us, but I’d like to 

suggest that perhaps our familiarity with this account has 

become problematic because most of us no longer take 

Satan as seriously as we ought. Indeed, the misperceptions 

people have concerning Satan in our own day – if you’ll 

pardon the pun – are legion! 

The scariest thing, however, isn’t that no one believes 

in the devil anymore – although many most certainly 

don’t – it’s rather that we arre no longer able to recognize 

when he’s having his way with us – how precarious our 

situation is as our souls dangle dangerously over the prec-

ipice of hell – or, the grave danger our eternal welfare 

faces in those moments! Hollywood, of course, has helped 

in this process by showing how those who are under sa-

tanic influence can be sadistic, vile, and cunning, and yet 

are still able to walk among us without arousing anyone’s 

suspicions until it’s too late. But where Hollywood has it 

wrong is when they put forth the idea that those who are 

under the influence of Satan are merely victims. As evi-

dence of this I set before you the vile example of the 19 

year old shooter from Florida this past Wednesday. 

The idea that you can be a “victim” of the devil is pure 

bunk! It’s true, of course, that the devil will go to great 

lengths to tempt you, but we often give him more than 

enough assistance – which hardly then qualifies us as 

“victims.” The other misconception put forth by Holly-

wood is that blood, guts, gore, and ritual killings are what 

Satan and those who follow him are all about. That is not 

the primary nature of the devil’s game. To be sure, he is 

infinitely more sinister and evil than anything Hollywood 

could ever dream up. And Luther was right when he 

wrote: “If you could see how many daggers, spears and 

arrows are at every moment aimed at you by Satan, you’d 

come to the Sacrament as often as possible.” 

You see, the Devil has been engaged in a war with us 

since the very beginning – and a very real war it is, too. In 

his very first battle with Adam and Eve, Satan was so sure 

he had been victorious, that when he met Christ in the 

wilderness here in this text, he undoubtedly believed vic-

tory would be his once again. If only he could convince 

Jesus to “sing his tune” – even for a second – hell would 

have won the cosmic battle with God, and the war would 

have been all but over. However, the devil made a serious 

tactical error – the same error you and I make in our deal-

ings with him – he didn’t know his Enemy. 

That first battle in this cosmic war was fought as Ad-

am and Eve frolicked in a lush garden paradise. The sec-

ond battle would be fought after Jesus’ Baptism – after He 

had been driven – that is to say, after He had been thrown 

– by the Spirit into a harsh, bleak wilderness. Adam and 

Eve had every good thing to eat – except the fruit of the 

tree of the knowledge of good and evil. In contrast, Jesus 

had been fasting for 40 days – but as true God He had the 

knowledge of good and evil. Adam and Eve had perfect 

communion with God, one another, and their world. Jesus 

only had sand, rock, loneliness, and a world drowning in 

sin. And in both cases, who shows up? – the devil! Sa-

tan’s first move to tempt Adam and Eve was to trick them 

into believing God’s Word wasn’t really what they 

thought it was – and then to convince to rebel against it. 

With Jesus, the devil peeled off his disguise, because he 

didn’t think he needed it. Satan thought that if Christ 

could only be tempted to falter in the execution of the task 

the Father had given Him, then victory would be his – 

over both Jesus and us! 

So, the devil proudly approached the hungry Jesus 

with bread and sarcasm. “If You are the Son of God,” he 

told Him, “command these stones to become bread.” Mis-

quoting Scripture had worked with Adam and Eve, why 

wouldn’t it work now? If Satan had been able to trick our 

first parents into wanting just one more thing from God – 

although they already had more than enough to satisfy 

their every desire – how much easier would it be to tempt 

this starving, would-be Savior to command a sandwich or 

two into existence? But this One who alone gives seed to 

the sower and bread to the hungry, did something quite 

unexpected. He properly quoted Scripture right back in 

the devil’s face, and with it exposed his lies. But Satan 

isn’t easily deterred. He hadn’t wanted Adam, Eve, or Je-

sus just to eat! He had something far more hellish in 

mind! 

Next, he brought Jesus to the pinnacle of the Temple, 

and again – sarcastically slamming Him – he said, “If You 

are the Son of God, take a flying leap. After all, the Scrip-

tures say that ‘the angels won’t permit so much as a stone 

to strike Your foot.’” And again Jesus answered with the 

Words of Holy Scripture, saying: “God cannot be put to 

the test!” The technique that had worked so well with 



those fools in the Garden obviously wasn’t going to work 

with Jesus, so the devil pulled out all the stops at his dis-

posal. He would put an end to this hellish conflict once 

and for all. Showing our Lord Christ all the glory of the 

entire creation, he next offered to give it to Him – as if it 

were his to give – but only if our Lord Christ would fall 

down and worship at his feet. That was when Jesus ended 

the entire sordid matter, saying: “Be gone, Satan! For it is 

written, ‘You shall worship the Lord your God, and Him 

only shall you serve.’” 

Whatever hope the Old Evil Foe may have had of re-

peating his Garden triumph was brought to a screeching 

halt. All God’s efforts had been turned against the devil 

and hell. Jesus had come to do battle, and He had 

emerged as the Victor. Jesus now took the next step in His 

journey to Calvary’s cross. Without notice, quietly, the 

first green sprouts of the New Eden began to bloom out 

there in the desert. God’s promise of deliverance first 

spoken to Adam and Eve following the Fall would now 

become visible so that the whole world could see it more 

clearly. Soon the events of Calvary would crush the dev-

il’s head in eternal defeat and death, while the seemingly 

fatal wounds of Jesus would prove on Easter morn that He 

was not only Victor over Satan, but that He, Himself, was 

Life Incarnate. 

Remember, the devil didn’t want Adam, Eve, or Jesus 

just to sin. He wanted their worship! Had Jesus given in 

to Satan’s devilish temptation, it would have meant an 

outright denial of His Father – not to mention Himself – 

and that He could not do! But as he did with Adam and 

Eve, the devil still sometimes gets from us the worship he 

craves – not by the fact that we continually are wont to 

engage ourselves in sinning – but in a way we rarely, if 

ever suspect. C.S. Lewis put it most succinctly in his clas-

sic novel, Mere Christianity, where he wrote: 

“ . . . Putting youself first – wanting to be the cen-

ter – wanting to be God – that was the sin of Satan; 

and that was the sin he taught the human race. 

What Satan put into the heads of {our first parents} 

was the idea {that} they could ‘be like gods’ – be 

their own masters – invent some sort of happiness 

for themselves outside {of} God – apart from God. 

And out of that hopeless attempt has come nearly 

all that we call human history – money, poverty, 

ambition, prostitution, class {hatred}, empires, 

slavery, and war – the long, terrible story of man 

trying to find something other than God which will 

make him happy.” 

And that’s what you and I continue to do each and eve-

ry time we seek to fulfill the warped desires of our own 

self-centeredness. We are worshiping none other than 

ourselves when we think and act as if we were God! We 

trap ourselves into playing the devil’s game. Only it’s not 

a game – it’s pure hell. For when we worship ourselves, 

we are actually worshipping the devil! And, isn’t that real-

ly what Satan wanted from the very beginning – to be 

worshipped as God? Isn’t that really the true nature of his 

“game?” 

Dear friends, there is really only one way out of this 

dilemma in which we find ourselves – and that’s to be 

washed in and by – to listen to and believe every word 

from – to follow and feed only upon the proper Object of 

true worship – Jesus Christ – that One who was tempted 

as we are, yet remained without sin. As you and I daily 

discover how much sin still torments us – how much it 

forces us to practice the devil’s self-love – that false love 

which clings to us like glue – and as we see death creep-

ing ever so surely upon and over us – God’s Word is there 

as a reminder that we really only have one option. We 

must not stand in the way of the Holy Spirit’s work – 

whose task it is to give us faith in, and fill us with Jesus – 

to drive out our prideful self-centered love of ourselves – 

and to oust that false worship the devil desires – even as 

Christ ultimately cast the devil away from Himself on the 

Mount of his Temptation – Calvary. 

In your Baptism, in Holy Absolution, as you hear the 

Gospel preached and sung in the Divine Service, as you 

receive the true Body and Blood of God’s own Son with 

hand and mouth, Jesus cries out to the hellish one: “Be 

gone, Satan! The only true God is worshipped here! Only 

God’s dear children may be found here!” And to remind 

Satan that he’s already been defeated – and also to prove 

it to us – Jesus directs us all the more to His Cross and 

suffering. He brings to our remembrance the fact that 

there, on Calvary’s cross, the Father loved us – all of us – 

more than He loved even His own Son. To believe that 

God loves you who are unlovable – without reservation – 

even at your worst – isn’t just the beginning of true wor-

ship – it is, in fact the only true worship of God. Only 

faith which worships this God can know that Jesus once 

and for all sent the devil back to his fiery pit screaming in 

hellish frustration with his “game-plan” ruined. Only faith 

which hears Jesus say: “My beloved, the war is over. I 

went to hell and proclaimed the victory for you. Follow 

Me, and I will take you home,” – only such faith can also 

know that indeed, you are already well on your way as the 

desert moves ever further behind you with each passing 

day, and paradise lies just ahead in the holy wounds of 

our Savior. Amen. 

And now that peace of God, which passes all under-

standing, will keep your hearts and minds in that one true 

faith in Christ Jesus unto life everlasting. Amen. 

 

 


