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Grace to you and peace, from God our Father, andhat's why the other disciples became indignant and

from our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. Amen. Wit
you think — or who do you think of — when you thin
about greatness and glory? Do you think about Bualié
dropping a home run over the back fence of Yank
Stadium, Richard Petty driving his way into the NZ¥&R
history books, or Joe Namath’s illustrious careerthe
NFL? Maybe Bill Gates come to mind, or Sylvest
Stallone, or Stephen Spielberg. Well, you get ttheai
Most everyone has their own version of what comgts
greatness and glory. For some it means power,igpees
popularity, and possessions — winning American, ldol
movie deal, making a good investment, being athed
of the class, or any number of things. Greatnedsgéory
are what James and John were after — favored gesitir
the heavenly banquet hall. And, they were bold ghao
ask Jesus to give it to them.

But was it not strange that they would make thg
request at this particular moment? Jdsars just told His
disciplesfor the third time that He was going to Jerusaler
to be tried, crucified and resurrected, but thegaapntly
didn't get it. They don't seem to have heard a wbal
said. Jesus announced He was going to Jerusaleim,to
which prompted them ask about the seating arrangesm
at the banquet following. They acted as if Jesugdw
them a favor. If it wasn’t blind ambition or a retkess
pursuit of honor and glory for its own sake thatszd
them to ask Jesus to give them this thing, themn'td
know what it looks like.

Sadly, the same thing is at work in us, drivingtos
elevate ourselves by climbing on the backs of atliera
merciless pursuit of “success” at all costs. Whatden't
understand, though, is that greatness and glorit ban
pursued as a goal. If you're after greatness awodygl
you'll never get them. You'll spend your entire elif
chasing after them — and in the end you’ll haveéhimgt to
show for it. James and John understood neithetrggss
nor glory. That was why Jesus said to them: “Youn'do
know what you'’re asking.” There was a cup to diankl a
Baptism to fulfill — Jesus’ death on the cross, shaing
moment of His greatness when He would come into |
glory on a cross between two criminals. These cratsi
were the ones appointed by the Father to sharesnsJ
glory, because His glory was to be found in Hisrifiae
for sinners on Calvary. And of course, James arith J
didn’t understand that part at all.

Just like the other disciples, they were still limgkat

started bickering among themselves. Look at whgiag

k on in our own world today — greed dominating mone a
more businesses, politicians scrambling over oraghan

edn pursuit of power and wealth, and family members
seeking control over everyone else in the familgutan
see it in the Church wherever power is exerciseash—

br Boards, or in voters assemblies. It's usually egduas
“the business side” side of Church affairs. Butréhare no
such categories as sacred or secular, spirituaiaterial,
eternal or temporal, because truth be knowal| ibelongs
to the Lord. Did Jesus not warn His disciples agfain
acting like the Gentiles by lording it over othess
everyone would know who'’s the boss? He said to them
“It shall not be so among you!”

As a Church body which at times has taken on the

ways of business and politics, has District Pregsle
birrather than shepherding bishops, directors instefd
deacons, flow charts and power structures in plaice
fasting, prayer, and obedience to God’s Word, shaidre
comfortable with the ways of Wall Street than tlaeraw
way of sacrifice and the cross, we need to hearWuord
and take it to heart — namely, that it should netdo
among us. When we find ourselves getting too bigofo
britches, bickering about who’'s in charge, or who's
answerable to whom — whenever we find ourselves
thinking in terms of personal power, control, homord
glory, our Lord’s leveling “No” needs to ring in oears:
“It must not be so among you.”

Greatness and glory in the kingdom of God is the
greatness and glory of wood, nails, body and bldtsl.
the greatness of self-sacrifice. So, if you wantkiow
what greatness looks like, look to the cross, whieeeSon
of God, divested of His divine honor and glory, patthe
robes of a servant, bent down to wash the feet ief H
disciples, extended His arms in death, and gaveolis
lifeblood for the life of the world. Greatness todGmeans
Him making Himself obedient unto death, even thathle
of the cross. No wonder Jesus said to James amd Joh
“You don’t know what you're asking.”

IS Jesus had a cup to drink — the cup of God’s wrath
poured out against sin. And He drank it to the dooton
our behalf. He had a Baptism to fulfill — a Baptigrhich
put him on the road to Jerusalem and the crossrentie
died as the Sinner, “poured out His life unto deaihd
was numbered with the transgressordhis is the
greatness of God and His glory — the greatness of
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all this in terms of the greatness and glory of wueld.

suffering servanthood and the glory of the cross.



Greatness means not being lord and master, buarger
and slave of all — giving your life in service tthers. To
be first in line is to take your place with thewaa at the
back of the line. Luther taught that Christians arene
and the same time completely free — slave to no-oyet
completely bound — the servant of all. In other agor
Christ has freed us to serve others even as Hedeis:

Greatness in the kingdom of God, then, is the ge=at
of servanthood. God came down to us. He reachdtiall
way down out of heaven to us. And what that meang
that if you want to serve God, you don't reach bpt
down, because the real place of honor is not albate
below — is found not in self-service, but in seltsfice,
as you give yourself away to others in the nam€luist.
One of President John Kennedy's most frequentlyteglio
sayings is: “Ask not what your country can do fouybut
what you can do for your country.” Tigmall Catechism
expressed this same thought a long time before J
Kennedy came along — only it spoke this way alatiuthe
spheres of one’s life. To paraphrase tatechism we
might say: “Ask not what your Church can do for ybut
what you can do for your Church.” “Ask not what yol
family can do for you, but what you can do for yol
family.” “Don’'t ask: ‘What will | get out of it? Wht
reward is there for me? Or, how will this improvey n
position?’ But instead: ‘What can | give? How camelp?
How can | give myself away?"”

No work should be beneath the dignity of the dilgciy
of Him who works from below — that is, of the Godthav
reached down from heaven to be born in a mangedind
on a cross. Do you want to experience the greatmeds
glory of the kingdom of God? Then in faith visitethkick,
comfort the dying, give food to the hungry, drinkthe
thirsty, clothing to the naked, care for the orgddinthe
widowed, and the poor. Visit the imprisoned. Lovauy
enemies, and do good to those who hate you. Whan
think of greatness and glory, think of Mary, whorgaup
her wedding plans, her name, her reputation — ohdeer
entire life — to say “Yes” to the Word of God satlshe
might bear His Incarnate Promise into the worldinKtof
Paul, well on his way to greatness as a rabbi -a a
Pharisee among Pharisees — who gave up everythin

v the sin of the world. Therefore God says, “I wilgHim
a portion among the great, and He will divide tpeils
with the strong, because He poured out His life w#ath,
and was numbered with the transgressors. He bersitth
of many, and made intercession for them.” But the
greatness of servanthood isn't something you giriru
yourself. It isn't some kind of self-help througlelfs
sacrifice plan. It's the work of God. It's the lifef Christ
lived in and through us. Jesus promised James aima J
jthat they would be Baptized with His Baptism anthkdr
from His cup. Hence He was Baptized into our desth
that we might be Baptized into His death and imeeiig
His life. He drank the cup of suffering so that wéght
drink the cup of blessing — His blood poured out tfte
forgiveness of our sins.

But you might be saying: “I can’t do this. | cawmjive

myself up like that!” And that’s true. You can'tirgt you
pbhhave to die. Christ first has live in and througtu yfor He
came not to be served but to serve and to givdifdias a
ransom for many. Here in the Liturgy Jesus comessto
not to be served, but to serve us with His giftdis-Word,
His body and His blood, His blessing, death anel idr
our salvation. He comes to be our Servant — andl fthe
sends us out in peace to our neighbor — againtonbe
served, but to serve as we have been served. Baptid
the Lord’s Supper do that to us. We are put intoistin
Baptism, and Christ is put into us in the precious
Sacrament of His body and blood.

Through all this we are made to be “icons” of Chris
for our neighbor — an image which makes visible Wgha
otherwise hidden — a little window, if you will, tm the
heavenly realms. Holy Scripture calls Jesus thert'lof
the invisible God,” because Jesus makes the ingiSiod
visible to us. He reveals God to us. And when wedbe
down to serve our neighbor — reach down in saerif@

yoothers with a confession of faith upon our lipswadl as
working in our members — we are likewise an icon of
Christ — a picture of Jesus — for our neighborw&sgive
of ourselves and speak of the One who sends usdtid
is then able to see a little bit of the Christ whave

s Himself for the life of the world. So, if you watd learn

g tvhat greatness and glory are, be Baptized withsJesu
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serve the One he once persecuted. Think of the womaBaptism, and drink deeply from Jesus’ cup. Let His

who gives up personal ambition to be a mother to

children, or the man who gives up promotions anses
in favor of spending time with his family — who g up

his one day to sleep in so his family can come @arh
God’s Word.

The greatness and glory of Jesus Christ is thargsa
and glory of self-sacrifice. It's the greatness ghaty of
the Suffering Servant spoken of by the Prophetalsait

neBaptism and cup have their way with you — as thdly k
you to yourself and your sin, and make you alivéstad
in the life of Jesus who is in you. He is the Orfeowame
as Servant — not to be served, but to serve, agivéoHis
life as a ransom for many — and especially for yamen.

And now that peace of God, which passes all
understanding, will keep your hearts and mind$at one
true faith in Christ Jesus, unto life everlastiAgen.

was God’s will that Christ suffer as the Guilt-Qffey for



