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In the name of the Father, and of † the Son, and of 
the Holy Spirit. Amen. Have you ever noticed how 
most things in life have two sides – coins, sports and 
politics, just to mention a few? In fact, this is true even 
when something only appears to have one side. For in-
stance, it’s said that if you look closely at the Lincoln 
Memorial, Abraham Lincoln almost appears to have 
two distinct faces. From one side he looks downcast – 
almost as if considering the terrible consequences of the 
Civil War. But looking at it from the other side, Lincoln 
almost seems to be smiling – as if thinking about the 
freedom so many of our citizens gained from the out-
come of the War. And the same thing is true about this 
morning’s Gospel, for here in this reading we see  that 
there’s another side – “the other side” if you will – of 
God’s judgment. 

There’s no question that the words of this text cast a 
severe judgment upon the house of Israel – most espe-
cially upon Israel’s leadership. It’s a searing indictment 
aimed squarely at their rebellion and rejection of God’s 
grace. The “other side,” however, is that in these words 
God is also speaking to each of us as modern-day 
members of the House of Israel, His Bride, the Holy 
Christian Church. Or, looking at it from still another 
vantage point, these words are spoken not only as 
judgment – but also as a statement of God’s unending 
grace and love for the people of our world – something 
even more apparent as we hear these words from the 
“other side” of the cross – understanding what our Sav-
ior’s death was all about, and what it accomplished. 

In this parable our Lord compares the Israelites to 
farmers who are renting land – a familiar picture if you 
live in the Midwest. Such farmers don’t own the land 
they farm, they simply use it. They manage the land for 
someone else – and in return the owner receives a por-
tion of the profit made from the harvest of their crops. 
In this particular situation, however, it wasn’t long be-
fore greed set in, and the farmers began plotting how to 
cheat the owner and keep all the profits for themselves. 
They thought that if they played their cards right they 
might even be able to leave the owner of the vineyard 
empty-handed and take possession of his land. 

But the owner – unbeknownst to them – well knew 
their evil intentions. But rather than working to thwart 
their plans, He actually became even more patient than 
before. In an ultimate act of love – those who don’t un-
derstand who this Landowner is might classify His be-
havior as stupid – he determined to send his own son to 

speak to them in the hope that they might listen. But as 
we just read, they had no intention of hearing his son. 
Instead, when the landowner’s son came to speak with 
them, they beat him mercilessly and afterwards killed 
Him – all in the incredibly stupid, false belief that if 
they got rid the heir they would inherit the land. Only 
then did the landowner find himself pushed to the limit. 
It took all that for him to reach the inescapable conclu-
sion that no matter how much love he felt for these un-
ruly tenants, he would have to destroy them completely 
and give the vineyard to someone else. 

When all is said and done, you would have to agree 
that these farmers met a very tragic end. How is it that 
these men – whose landlord treated them so much better 
than they deserved – felt constrained to treat him so 
shabbily in pursuit of their own interests? I don’t know 
the answer to that question, but as we’ve noted so many 
times before, these parables of Jesus are much more 
than just interesting stories. Our Lord spoke them spe-
cifically so that you and I might more clearly see our-
selves for who we really are – and seeing that, repent 
and turn to Him for forgiveness. Consider how all that 
you have has been given to you by God. If you’re going 
to be honest, you have to acknowledge that everything 
comes freely from His hand as a gift. But do you live 
your life as if you really believe this? Our Lord has giv-
en you your life and everything you have – your time – 
your talents – your treasures – His forgiveness and eter-
nal life – also the strength and power to live your life as 
a child of God. All this He’s given to you freely without 
measure. Yet see how much and how often we abuse 
each and every one of these blessings! 

Consider also – even more importantly – how God 
has given you His Holy, precious Word, the Sacraments 
of Baptism, Absolution, and the Meal of His very own 
Son’s body and blood so that you might receive the free 
gift of forgiveness and life, and be strengthened to serve 
Him in His kingdom. And yet, see how easy it is to for-
get who, and whose, you are. How often do you cherish 
the importance of your Baptism, neglect the necessity 
of regular worship, shortchange yourself in the study of 
the Holy Scriptures, and fail to take advantage of every 
opportunity God has given you to receive the Lord’s 
Supper? In all this are we not failing to offer up to God 
the fruits of faith – a joyful response to the life and sal-
vation He so freely and fully bestows on us in Christ? 

You and I, we are the wicked vinedressers! We have 
ignored the words of the Apostles and Prophets record-



ed in the pages of Holy Writ. We have tried God’s pa-
tience with our sometime inactivity and our lack of in-
terest in His will for our lives. We have turned our 
backs on the work of Christ and sought to do things our 
own way. We haven’t relied on Him to get us through 
those difficult times. And yet, in spite of all this great 
wickedness, God has continued to be patient with us. 
His endurance is steadfast, reliable – even unshakeable. 
From this side of the cross – from the “other side” of 
God’s judgment – what we see is that the Father is still 
here with us and for us through His Grace in Christ Je-
sus, our Lord. 

Here in this Parable this is nowhere more clearly 
seen than when Jesus points us to the true meaning and 
significance of this story by citing the 118th Psalm, 
which reads: “The Stone that was rejected has become 
the Chief Cornerstone.” In this Parable, you see, the 
death of the son isn’t the end, for it’s through the death 
of this Son that God saves the entire human race – all 
who will believe in His name. At the hands of the wick-
ed vinedressers, the Son incurred the full wrath and 
judgment of God in our place. He was the Stone that the 
builders rejected, who became the Chief Cornerstone of 
the Christian faith. Through Him God has given you 
new life – a new beginning. Through Him God has cast 
aside your inborn wickedness and given you a new role 
as a good vinedresser – as one who esteems and lifts up 
the Owner of the vineyard, and treats Him as He ought 
to be treated – with love, honor and respect. 

But how can this be, you ask – especially when you 
consider the evil in which we all daily wallow? How 
are you going to take a more active, enthusiastic interest 
in the work of the kingdom when we’ve all neglected it 
for so long? How are you to embark on a journey of 
studying God’s Word when for the most part we’ve all 
been guilty of neglecting it for so long? Well, God 
hasn’t left you without means. Before you knew Christ 
– before you were even aware of how much God loves 
us sinners – before you knew how God sent His Son to 
die in your place – were you not without hope? You 
may have hoped against hope that there was something 
for you beyond this life – but you weren’t sure. All you 
had to hold on to was a vapor – a vapor you weren’t 
even sure existed – a vapor which is here today and 
gone tomorrow. You really had nothing but hope based 
on feelings. You weren’t sure whether or not God really 
existed, and if He did, you most certainly weren’t con-

vinced in your heart as to whether or not He cared for 
or about you. You feared God, and derived no comfort 
from Him. Because without Christ, there can be no real 
hope of anything beyond this short, transient life. 

But, by God’s grace – through the power of His Ho-
ly Spirit working in Word and Sacrament – God does 
come into hearts to rescue and release them from fear, 
failure, and sin. Miraculously He changes unbelief into 
trust. He renews hope for living – far beyond what any-
one could imagine in their wildest dreams. Dear Chris-
tian, as God’s child, Holy Scripture teaches that you can 
call on Him in any circumstance with the full assurance 
that in Christ He has already made you to be a new cre-
ation – a person not only capable of loving life – but of 
serving God. This same God who enables you to be-
lieve and trust in His mercy – who is able to translate 
you from spiritual death into eternal life – might He not 
also be able to make other changes, as well? This same 
God who calls you to faith, will He not – through those 
same means of grace by which He saved you – also 
equip you to carry out the work of His kingdom? 

Dear friends, in Christ, God has changed you from 
what you were into what He wants you to be. He’s 
made you into one of the good vinedressers! And as a 
good vinedresser He wants you to know that you are 
not like the farmers in this Parable. Humbly aware of 
God’s grace toward all of us in Christ Jesus – He has 
made You receptive to His Word – caused you to cling 
firmly to His Son in faith – and enabled you to bear 
more and bigger fruits to the glory of His name. View-
ing this scene from the “other side” of the cross – and 
clearly seeing how our Lord Christ has freely borne all 
your sins in His own body – how He has taken God’s 
full wrath and judgment in your place – God has hum-
bled you, motivated you, and equipped you for good, 
useful service in His vineyard. Each day you live here 
in this world, God is working to accomplish and carry 
out His will for your life – bringing you closer to the 
inheritance He has prepared for you from eternity – a 
place in His heavenly mansion where you will live for-
evermore with Him in His kingdom as an heir of the 
vineyard you now work in His name through our Sav-
ior, Jesus Christ – to whom be honor, power and glory 
forevermore. Amen. 

And now that peace of God, which passes all under-
standing, will keep your hearts and minds in that one 
true faith in Christ Jesus, unto life everlasting. Amen. 

 


