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In the name of the Father, and of † the Son, and of 
the Holy Spirit. Amen. Given the nature of the 24 
hour news cycle, it’s not unusual to hear about folks 
who have tragedy strike their lives. No doubt you are 
all aware of the disastrous flooding that’s been taking 
place just north of us in Nebraska, Iowa, Illinois and 
many other states, including parts of our own. What 
most of us may not be aware of, however are the re-
lief efforts taking place to try and alleviate some of 
their suffering. There are pilots flying in food and 
supplies to help people who aren’t able to get in or 
out of their towns. There are farmers and truckers 
driving hundreds of miles on their own dime to sup-
ply much needed hay and grain to keep livestock and 
cattle alive for those farmers and ranchers who would 
otherwise be in danger of losing their entire herd. 

Sometimes it’s quite obvious that God is caring 
for His creation and people. But what about you? 
Have you ever wondered whether or not God is 
aware of the problems in your life – if He’s really 
concerned about your day-to-day needs, worries, 
cares, frustrations, and temptations?  If you have, 
then today might be a good opportunity for you to 
reflect once again some of the stories found in St. 
Luke’s Gospel. There you’ll read accounts of God’s 
care for common, everyday people – the widow of 
Nain; Zacchaeus; the woman who washed Jesus’ feet 
with her tears and her hair; and of course, the Gospel 
lesson appointed for today, the Prodigal Son. Some 
of these people needed Jesus help and aid because of 
situations beyond their control, and others perhaps 
because of something they brought on through some-
thing they themselves did. The story of the Prodigal 
son is a story of the latter. 

This story isn’t simply a fairy tale account of a 
young foolish lad from a long time ago in a land far, 
far away. No, rather it’s a story about you. It’s a story 
about you and your relationship with God. It begins – 
if you can imagine – with a son who goes to his fa-
ther and requests that all of his future inheritance be 
given to him long before his father was even on his 
deathbed! From the get-go it isn’t hard to see how 
this young man’s selfishness was ruling his life – but 
the Scriptures also paint a picture of a father who is 
wonderfully generous. Now, as a parent, I can’t im-
agine doing the same thing under similar circum-

stances – and yet, that’s exactly what this father did 
for his son, even though he knew the likely outcome 
of his action. 

And of course, this son did exactly as his father 
knew he would – He went out and squandered every-
thing on “loose living.” In similar fashion, God – our 
true Father – has also given us a great inheritance. 
Not only has He given us the promise of eternal life 
through the work of His Son, but He’s also given us a 
goodly number of other treasures. How much of this 
inheritance have we spent wisely? How much of it 
have we used in Godly ways? How much of it have 
we squandered selfishly on ourselves – on our own 
wants and desires? If we’re going to be honest, we’d 
have to conclude that precious few of us have used 
this inheritance wisely – and that the sin of using this 
inheritance unwisely almost always brings about a 
tragic end. 

And that’s precisely what happened to this Prodi-
gal. Soon he “began to be in want.” Rather than liv-
ing in the lap of luxury as he had envisioned, he soon 
found himself living in squalor, feeding another’s 
man’s pigs. Living in conditions better suited for 
farm animals, he realized that he had no real friends, 
and had nowhere to go. You see, those who disobey 
God’s will almost always end up the same predica-
ment. While it may not happen as graphically as de-
picted here in this text, it almost always happens. The 
person who ignores God ultimately finds that at the 
end of his life there is nothing left. As he moves fur-
ther and further away from God’s Word, the fellow-
ship of believers, and the ministry of the Church, he 
finds himself in the midst of spiritual squalor – all 
alone, with nothing but despair and damnation his 
constant companions. 

But what should you do when you find yourself 
sharing the fate of the Prodigal? Well, what did he 
do? Did he look for some benefactor to come along 
and bail him out? Did he think he could pull himself 
up by his own bootstraps? No. Jesus says, “He came 
to his senses.” Reality hit him squarely between the 
eyes. He reached the conclusion that all this was his 
fault, and no one else’s. The only solution he could 
see was to go to his father and throw himself on his 
mercy. Which, by the way, must be your solution as 
well. If you haven’t done everything right – and you 



 

haven’t. If you haven’t been the kind of Christian 
God desires you to be – and you haven’t. If you’ve 
neglected the study of God’s Word in your life, fail-
ing to take advantage of all the many opportunities 
God gives you in His Church – and that is precisely 
what you have done. And if you haven’t been pulling 
your fair share here in this world and Church – which 
you haven’t – who’s to blame? You are! What are 
you to do? Like the Prodigal, there is only one solu-
tion before you, and that’s to repent and throw your-
self on the mercy of our Heavenly Father. 

Only then can you gain a new start – and indeed, 
isn’t that precisely what this story is all about? When 
the son decides to turn to His Father’s mercy, notice 
how, while he was still a good distance off, the father 
began running toward him. Before he could even get 
a word of explanation out of his mouth, the father had 
wrapped his arms around his neck, placed a fine coat 
on his back, a ring on his finger, and cried out for joy 
that his son had finally returned home. And what’s 
especially interesting to note here is that the  only 
other time in Holy Scripture that the word Luke uses 
here to refer to the compassion this father has toward 
his wayward son is when it’s used to refer to the 
compassion God has for us poor sinners in the cruci-
fixion and cross of His own dear Son. In other words, 
the compassion this man showed toward his son is 
the very same compassion God has for you when you 
come seeking His forgiveness. 

So, getting back to my original question. Even 
when times are tough and things aren’t going your 
way, is it ever proper to conclude that God doesn’t 
care for you? Of course not! God most certainly does 
care, and He is always standing ready to forgive you 
and take you back. Just remember the story of the 
Prodigal. He had foolishly spent his father’s money 
on riotous living and needlessly had squandered eve-
rything his father had given him. By his actions and 
life he had brought shame to His father’s good name. 
And yet his father was still willing and ready to for-
give. Dear Christian, how many times in your life 
have you grieved God? And that in spite of the fact 
that God has freely given you the greatest treasure 
anyone could ever receive – true life with God in His 
heaven, and the forgiveness of sins here in this life 
for Christ’s sake. 

Just think for a moment about the worst thing 
you’ve ever done. How would you feel if you woke 
up one morning and discovered that that sin had been 
broadcast far and wide so that everyone you knew 
had found out about it? Well, fortunately, that’s not 

likely to ever happen – unless maybe you decide to 
run for the President of the United States. But Some-
one greater than your friends and family already 
know about that sin – and has been greatly grieved by 
it. But consider this also. Although God is and has 
been grieved your sin, like the father in this story, He 
still desires your return. He’s waiting for you like the 
Prodigal’s father waited for him – desirous of throw-
ing His arms around your neck, killing the fatted calf, 
rejoicing over your return, and clothing you in the 
robe of righteousness purchased for you by the blood 
of His Son. So, do you think God cares? Is He really 
interested in your life? You bet He is! 

God’s mercy for sinners is unending – which 
means His mercy for you is unending, as well. His 
greatest desire is only that you cast your sins and 
burdens at His feet so that He can cast them into the 
sea of forgetfulness – as far as the East is from the 
West so that He remember them no more. And that is 
precisely what He does. In Holy Baptism He has 
claimed you as His own. In Confession and Absolu-
tion He lavishes upon you even more the gift of His 
forgiveness. And in the Lord’s Supper, the Medicine 
of Immortality, He gives you His very own Son’s 
body and blood to eat and drink for the forgiveness of 
your sins and the strengthening of your faith. And all 
this He gives you freely as a gift so that you might 
share it with others when they find themselves in the 
position of the Prodigal, as we all do from time to 
time. 

The Good News here is this text is that in Christ 
there is no yesterday – only today and tomorrow. 
You can only move ahead from the here and the now. 
And the more you realize that this salvation Christ 
earned for us all is freely yours as a gift of pure grace 
– and not because of anything you’ve done – the less 
likely you’ll be to play the role of the older brother 
who was jealous of what the father had given to his 
younger son. And the more you realize this, the more 
you’ll rejoice with the Father over His unending mer-
cy and goodness in Christ Jesus as He lovingly 
throws His arms around the neck of every penitent 
sinner who comes into the fold of His Church. How 
much more, realizing this, will you be able to say 
with great joy: “Thank God, He hasn’t dealt with me 
according to my sins . . .” Amen. 

And now that peace of God, which passes all un-
derstanding, will keep your hearts and minds in that 
one true faith in Christ Jesus unto life everlasting. 
Amen. 

 


