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† † † † † † † 
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and 

from our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. Amen. You 
would almost have to be from another planet to never 
have noticed how children are often far from joyful 
when a brother or sister experiences some good fortune. 
Consider how, at a birthday party, the sibling of the one 
whose birthday is being celebrated – rather than cele-
brating and making merry – instead flies into a fit of 
jealousy, petty rivalry, or perhaps even attacks the one 
celebrating the birthday – simply because that child re-
ceived a present or some attention the other one didn’t. 
Or maybe you’ve had the misfortune of observing how 
sometimes the saddest part of a funeral isn’t the fact 
that someone died, but in the bickering that often fol-
lows concerning how that person’s earthly possessions 
will be distributed. The hard feelings that arise out of 
such circumstance can run so deep and scar so com-
pletely, that oftentimes people never get over them. 

But, before you jump on the bandwagon and say: 
“Yeah! I know those things happen – to other people,” 
you have to remember that these things don’t always 
happen to “other people.” Occasionally they happen to 
you – and there are times when you may be the cause of 
the problem. Even in the Church there are far too many 
times when – instead of rejoicing together over God’s 
boundless love for us all in the blood of Jesus Christ – 
bitterness, jealousy, anger, and self-righteous indigna-
tion raises its ugly head. Priorities are thrown to the 
four winds as people concern themselves more with 
worldly things than with the things of God. And so, in 
today’s Gospel our Lord reminds us how we’ve been 
called to live life differently – to celebrate the love and 
mercy God extends to all lost sinners – and how we are 
to set as our first priority the salvation of all who are 
lost and drowning in sin. 

Now the person who usually gets the most attention 
in this Parable of the Prodigal Son is the son who runs 
away and later returns home. Yet if you look closely, is 
it not, in fact, both sons who are guilty of sinning 
against their father? Is it not both sons who refuse their 
father’s love? The younger, of course, was more overt. 
He was the one who physically fled from his father’s 
house in a vain pursuit of worldly pleasure – the one 
who squandered all the resources his father had so gra-
ciously given him. And he was the one who eventually 
found himself wallowing with pigs in impoverishment, 
degradation and despair. 

The older son was more discreet – but in all honesty 
would you not have to agree that his behavior was just 
as grievous? While this son may not have run away, he 
most certainly was concerned more with his own priori-
ties than he was with the love of his father. See how his 
pride, his portion of the estate, his status in the family, 
and his over-inflated opinion of the goodness of his be-
havior toward their father – at least in his eyes – was far 
more important than what his father felt toward him. 
It’s patently obvious that all these things were more es-
sential to him than the love he should have been extend-
ing to his brother – to the one who had been lost, but 
now was found. 

In the knowledge that our Lord always directs His 
parables toward us so that we might more clearly see 
our sin, I ask you: “Which of these sons are you?” Like 
the younger, have there not been similar situations in 
your own life where you were tempted to forsake the 
Father’s love? Might it have been adolescent rebellion – 
which, sadly, can last well into old age? Might it have 
been some mid-life crisis causing you to crack under its 
weight? Might it have been a quest for romance, ex-
citement, or thrills? Or, might it have been nothing 
more than the common need so many today have – a 
need to achieve ever increasing new levels of wealth 
and status? Still, no matter which of these temptations 
may have overtaken you, the end result will always be 
some sort of spiritual impoverishment, degradation, or 
despair – perhaps, possibly, even spiritual death! 

But the temptations which moved the younger son in 
this Parable aren’t the only weapons in Satan’s arsenal 
– for truth be known, until the day you die, Satan will 
continue steadfastly in his demonic efforts to move you 
further and further from the Father’s love in the hope 
that perhaps, ultimately, you’ll forsake Him altogether. 
And so here God also sets before us the actions of the 
older brother – the same behaviors we are all tempted to 
engage in from time to time. There’s our preoccupation 
with status, possessions, wealth, work – or even family 
– and the haunting fear that someone might take any, or 
all of it, away from us. There’s the jealousy we all fall 
victim to whenever we see an abundance of blessing in 
someone else’s life. There’s the snare of self-
righteousness, where we stand with the Pharisee, and 
say: “I’m glad I’m not like him or her!” And finally, 
there’s the pride we experience because we think we’ve 
avoided all those riotous excesses others have fallen 
prey to. But the final result  of any of this will always 



be the same. If you continue down that path, you’re go-
ing to experience the same thing everyone else experi-
ences – spiritual estrangement, separation from the Fa-
ther, bitterness, and possibly even spiritual or eternal 
death! 

As you well know, no matter what situation you find 
yourself in, you’re going to undergo temptations and 
problems. But what can you do about it – especially 
when you know in your heart of hearts how easy it is to 
fall into sinful behavior? Let’s turn again to the text. 
There we see how the younger son – even in his prodi-
gal living – was well aware of his father’s love, even 
though he had forsaken it. There we’re reminded how, 
by God’s grace, this young man finally came to his 
senses and repented before it was too late. There we 
learn anew how – when in bitter tears this prodigal re-
turned home, his father received him warmly and excit-
edly – even running to him with open arms to welcome 
him back home. The father knew his son was impover-
ished and had no hope, and so, willingly he lavished 
upon him the best robe, the finest sandals, a ring for his 
finger, and the fatted calf. 

But what about the older son? The Scriptures don’t 
report what happened to him. All we know is that the 
father also showered his love upon the older son. We 
know he invited him to join in the feast, so that with his 
younger brother, he might also enjoy the party, the cel-
ebration, and the father’s love. We know the father lov-
ingly sought to set him straight about his need to for-
give his younger brother – who, in spite of his previous-
ly rebellious behavior, was still part of the family. We 
know the father reminded this wayward youth how his 
concern ought not be in the things of this world, but 
rather in the restoration of those who are lost and with-
out hope – and most especially when they’re members 
of the family. And we also know how this brother re-
sponded. Unlike his younger sibling, who relished his 
father’s forgiveness, this son continued steadfastly to 
reject his father’s overtures – preferring to wallow in 
self-pity and despair even though his father was urging 
him to repent of his sin and rejoin the fellowship of his 
family. 

Dear Christian, through the perfect life, suffering, 
death and resurrection of the Only Begotten Son of 
God, Jesus Christ, our heavenly Father is continually 
lavishing His love upon you. Whether your sins are like 
unto the sins of the younger son – or whether your taste 
in sinning runs more in the manner of the older brother 
– what you need to know is that God will always be 
running down the road to meet you when you return 
home to Him so that He might bestow upon you all the 
blessings He has to offer us poor sinners in Christ. Even 
before you speak, He’s already forgiving you. Even be-
fore you ask, He’s already acting to grant you what you 
need. And, lest any fall into the pits of hell, He’s there 
reaching out His arms in love to catch you when you 
fall. 

That’s why, in response to this great, glorious love 
which the Father is always ready to lavish upon us even 
while we are yet sinners, we are here in this place call-
ing upon the One who suffered to save us so that we 
might have life in His name. We are here to receive the 
Father’s love in repentance and humble faith – trusting 
solely in Jesus for our salvation and life. We are here to 
receive with our ears and our mouths the gifts of God’s 
Word, as well as the body and blood of Him who died 
so that we might live. My prayer is that like the younger 
son you might continue in this celebration each and 
every Lord’s day – as well as every day of the week – 
and with grateful hearts rejoice in the Father’s love, re-
membering the blessings He bestows on us as His peo-
ple, and looking for opportunities to share this love with 
our brothers and sisters who, for one reason or another, 
may have rejected or walked away from it. And all this 
God enables you to do by grace, so that those who pre-
viously were lost might one day join us with our Lord 
in His heavenly banquet hall – where with angels, arch-
angels, and all the company of heaven – we will all to-
gether continue in that eternal celebration of the Fa-
ther’s love for time and eternity. In the name of Jesus. 
Amen. 

And now that peace of God, which passes all under-
standing, will keep your hearts and minds in that one 
true faith in Christ Jesus, unto life everlasting. Amen. 

 


