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Grace to you and peace, from God our Father, 

and from our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. Amen. 

The text before us this morning is a portion of a 

rather long section from John’s Gospel, where Je-

sus and His disciples encounter a man born blind. 

Interestingly, it doesn’t appear that the people of 

Jesus’ day were much different from the people of 

our own time, for you hear many of the same 

things today that Jesus heard back then. Jesus’ dis-

ciples speculated that the reason this man was blind 

was because either the man himself had sinned, or, 

because his parents had sinned and he was being 

punished. Quickly, however Jesus cleared up their 

confusion. It was neither. This man’s blindness, nor 

any of our maladies and sufferings, for that matter, 

are necessarily a consequence of sin – our sin or 

anyone else’s. They are, however, opportunities for 

the work of God to be made manifest in our lives. 

Dear friends, if you yourself have had to suffer 

anything during your lifetime – and I doubt that 

there isn’t a one of us who hasn’t – then you need 

to know, that as God’s dear child in Christ, you 

have reaped blessings which God has bestowed on 

you in and through that suffering. That’s the way 

God works. “He causes all things to work together 

for good to those who love Him and have been 

called according to His purpose.” And so, as St. 

Paul says elsewhere: ”we rejoice in our sufferings, 

knowing that suffering produces endurance, endur-

ance produces character, character produces hope, 

and hope does not put us to shame, because God’s 

love has been poured into our hearts through the 

Holy Spirit who has been given to us.” 

Therefore it is vitally important for us to quickly 

dispatch with the notion that God regularly punish-

es us with, or because of our sin. The truth is, that 

while sin may indeed have many consequences, 

God has already laid the punishment for our sin on 

His own dear Son. “God made Him who knew no 

sin to be sin that we might be the righteousness of 

God in Him.” And so, after Jesus’ initial comments 

about suffering and its relationship to sin, our Lord 

Christ next addressed the Pharisees’ reaction to the 

blind man who regained his sight, which composes 

the bulk of this morning’s reading. To be brief, in 

the Pharisees reaction, we see, once again, that 

nothing – absolutely nothing – was able to stir up 

the anger and hatred of these enemies of Jesus 

against Him like a good, old fashioned healing! 

Jesus, they thought, couldn’t have healed the 

man because, from their perspective, He was a sin-

ner, and no sinner could do such marvelous things. 

Their vision, we might say, was obscured by their 

preconceptions and biases. When I was in my mid 

40’s – as some of you may remember – I went to 

the eye doctor for some glasses because I found I 

could no longer read things close up as I had all my 

life. I asked the doctor if my condition was “far 

sightedness.” He told me, no, it’s called being over 

40. My preconception was wrong and I was left 

with the cold, hard fact that I was simply getting 

old and I wasn’t able to see as well as I once did. 

In refusing to see the glory of God in Jesus, the 

Pharisees were left with the cold, hard fact that it 

was they who were blind. In their case, however, 

blindness was a choice, a choice they had made to 

protect their place in the religious order – to protect 

their power and position. When those things were 

threatened, it was then that their blindness became 

most apparent. They saw that which is good as evil, 

and that which is evil as good. They considered it a 

good thing to persecute the man who had regained 

his sight. Why? Because they believed they had to 

get rid of Jesus! They believed this whole thing 

was nothing more than a ruse to put a mad man, 

Jesus, in control of their lives and the lives of the 

people. 

This healing, of course, was only one of many 

miracles worked by Jesus. John, particularly, was 

fond of calling Jesus’ miracles “signs.” A sign, as 

you know, is supposed to direct one’s attention to 

something else. For instance, on the highway you 

may have seen one of those billboards asking the 

question: “does billboard advertising work?” Be-



 

low the question it says: “This one just did!” Signs 

direct, or, catch our attention and point us to some-

thing else – a company, a product, or a cause. 

When Jesus restored the blind man’s sight the 

sign’s message was clear. John says elsewhere that 

“these things are written so that you may believe 

that Jesus is the Christ, and that believing you may 

have life in His name.” The blind man made his 

confession. “Never since the world began has it 

been heard that anyone opened the eyes of a man 

born blind. If this Man were not from God, He 

could do nothing.” The miracle, the “sign” pointed 

to the deity of Jesus. In fact, every miracle of Jesus 

pointed to the greatest miracle of them all, namely 

that “God was in Christ reconciling the world unto 

Himself.” 

So, when the man regained his sight, the ques-

tion that should have arisen in everyone’s mind 

was, “who could do such things but God, and God 

alone?” And yet, the Pharisees stood adamantly 

behind their bias, for, they answered the blind man, 

saying: “You were born in utter sin, and would you 

teach us?” And they cast him out. It seems that no 

one is so blind as the person who refuses to see. 

Even when the Light of Christ comes to pierce the 

darkness it cannot break through. That person is 

left groping in a world of his own creation, a crea-

tion where darkness is bliss and the Light is to be 

feared. He perceives the world he has created as 

“good,” and the good that Christ gives as “evil.” 

His knee does not bow, and his tongue does not 

confess that Jesus Christ is Lord to the glory of the 

Father. 

And yet, there but by the grace of God go you 

and I! Still, hope springs eternal. The evil of this 

fallen, broken world and humanity’s zeal for power 

and fame has never been able to put out the light of 

Christ. For “in Him was Life, and the Life was the 

Light of men. The Light shines in the darkness, and 

the darkness has never been able to put it out.” 

Good triumphs over evil – even the evil of our bro-

kenness – as our Lord opens our eyes with soothing 

Baptismal water so that we might see – so that we 

might repent of our quest for power and control, 

and that we might then confess Him as King of 

kings and Lord of lords. Our knees bow in willing 

obedience to God who is worthy of all glory, honor 

and praise. 

You, my friends, you have been delivered from 

the domain of darkness and transferred to the king-

dom of God’s beloved Son, in whom we have re-

demption, the forgiveness of sins. You have been 

born anew. And while you still struggle with the 

desire for power, whether it’s power over others, 

over your future, or, perhaps even over your past, 

you are, by God’s grace, willing – in fact, com-

pelled – to forsake it all for the surpassing great-

ness of knowing Christ Jesus, who has delivered 

you from a tortuous life of groping in the darkness 

of sin. 

“What do you see?” the little boy asked impa-

tiently as his brother peered into the heavens 

through the telescope perched on the corner of the 

deck. “Tell me what you see!” His brother, with the 

wisdom of the ages, took his eye from the telescope 

and from the comet, which was who knows how 

many light years away, and he said to his brother: 

“This you have to see for yourself.” It is the very 

same way when it comes to seeing Jesus as the Son 

of God and our Savior. Each of us has to see, one 

by one, and then, when we have seen, we cannot 

help but talk about and rejoice in Him to others. 

That ability, which is given to us by Christ, through 

His Word, and by the power of His Sacraments, is 

a gift beyond compare – a gift you have no choice 

but to share with the world. May God give you the 

strength and courage to do it always and every-

where to the praise and glory of His name – and for 

the sake of His Son. Amen. 

And now that peace of God, which passes all 

understanding, will keep your hearts and minds in 

that one true faith in Christ Jesus unto life everlast-

ing. Amen. 

 


