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In the name of the Father, and of † the Son, and 

of the Holy Spirit. Amen. Before I get started, I 

want to call your attention to an activity we’re all 

familiar with – that is, walking. Walking is some-

thing you normally have to do when you want to 

travel from one place to another. It’s something we 

all take for granted, but it actually requires a bit of 

planning. For instance, if you want to go from point 

A to point B, you first have to know where point B 

is, then you have to keep your eye on the goal. If 

you watch your feet rather than the goal, you may 

end up walking in circles – and there’s a good 

chance you may never even reach your destination. 

This simple principle also applies to how you 

live your life. What I mean is if your life has no fo-

cus, how are you ever supposed to accomplish any-

thing? If you allow yourself to get distracted and 

hung up on the problems you encounter along life’s 

way, you’ll never achieve any of your life’s goals. 

If you fixate on your troubles, your mistakes, or the 

mistakes and troubles of others, you likely will be 

so distracted by those things that you never accom-

plish anything with your life. The old evil foe, the 

devil, likes nothing better than when you get 

caught-up in the kinds of issues which cause you to 

take your eye off the goal – when you get hung up 

over something happening in your life – whether it 

be an illness, a disease, remorse over something 

you did or didn’t do, the guilt of your sins and 

shortcomings, or the failures of life. Satan is abso-

lutely ecstatic whenever you allow yourself to be 

drowned in anger, guilt, or condemnation. 

Holy Scripture teaches that instead of looking 

inward for the solution to your problems, you ra-

ther ought to be looking outward – keeping your 

eye on the prize of the upward call in Christ Jesus. 

Jesus Christ, the Light of the World, can overpower 

any darkness, disease or despair. And it’s during 

this season of Lent when we’re reminded once 

more of the fact that from the depths of our sin and 

woe we are to look only to the Crucified One – for 

there alone is where God gives you the power to go 

on living – yes, to go on dying! To be sure, these 

words are much easier to say than to put into ac-

tion, because it’s almost always easier when you 

find yourself in dire straits to blame someone else 

rather than taking it upon your own shoulders. In-

deed, we sinners see to have an innate knack for 

blaming anyone or anything other than ourselves 

when life isn’t going the way we want it to go. Af-

ter all, blaming someone or something else sure 

beats the heck out of the hard work of self-

assessment. Grumbling at God over one’s predica-

ment is always easier and comes more naturally 

than admitting our own weaknesses and asking God 

for help. 

That’s why here in this text our Lord Christ once 

again directs our attention to the Israelites as they 

were making their way from the bondage of Egypt 

to the promised land. Even though God had gra-

ciously delivered them from the hand of Pharaoh 

and fed them daily with manna and quail from 

heaven, they still complained bitterly – first over 

the fact that God had taken them out of the land of 

Egypt, and then about the “miserable” food He had 

been giving them to eat. This text shows us not on-

ly that God often has infinite patience with us poor 

sinners, but also that He isn’t going to forever put 

up with those who spurn His love. In this instance 

God sent deadly serpents to punish the grumbling 

Israelites. 

Now consider how in the Garden our first par-

ents were “bitten” by the deception of the devil and 

fell into the curse of sin. That curse has now been 

passed on to each of us. It poisons our lives, cuts 

them short, and embitters them, so that by nature 

we’re more inclined to grumble about our misfor-

tunes rather than turning to God for relief. In the 

case of the grumbling Israelites, God could have 

left things the way they were, but He didn’t. In-

stead, He instructed Moses to cast a bronze serpent 

and set it up on a pole. And even though it would 

look like an image of death, God instructed Moses 

that all who had been bitten and yet gazed upon this 



snake in faith would be saved from death and live. 

The snake’s poison would not harm them. 

Some might wonder what kind of hocus-pocus, 

mumbo-jumbo this story of a magic bronze snake 

was, but it wasn’t magic. It was rather, the miracu-

lous working of God to save people from their sins. 

Consider how the Son of Man – our Lord, Jesus 

Christ – was also lifted up. On Mt. Calvary, on a 

criminal’s cross made of wood, there was nothing 

to distinguish Him from the two criminals between 

whom He was crucified. But like the bronze snake 

lifted up in the wilderness, Jesus, on the day of His 

crucifixion, was not what He appeared to be either. 

He was instead, the very Son of God – the Right-

eous One who had taken upon Himself the curse of 

our sin – the One who became sin in our place. Is 

there any trouble in your life? Does sin not only 

crouch at your doorstep, but does it seem to have 

moved inside and taken over? Has it shriveled your 

faith and reduced you to sometimes grumbling, 

complaining, and seeing nothing but trouble? Then, 

hear the Word of God being spoken to you this 

morning: “Look to Jesus!” “Look to Jesus, the Sin-

less One who became sin for you – to remove the 

curse and give you new life!” 

When you allow yourself to get down and out, 

you’re doing the very same thing Adam and Eve 

did in the garden. You’re listening to Satan. But 

you need to know that our ancient enemy, the 

Prince of Darkness, will never let up in His accusa-

tions and taunts. You’ve heard him say these words 

a million times: “See all your slithering, slimy sins? 

God couldn’t possibly love you. You aren’t worth 

loving. You might as well throw in the towel. You 

deserve to feel wretched and alone. There’s no way 

out for you. You might just as soon give up trying 

because you’re a lost cause!” And you listen, don’t 

you? You listen! For some reason it seems we 

would rather listen to Satan than to God – and Sa-

tan knows this all too well. 

Yet in those moments of doubt, confusion and 

pain, God also has a Word for you. He says, “Re-

member the bronze serpent lifted up in the wilder-

ness.” Though the danger of poisonous vipers was 

very real, the bronze serpent made by Moses was 

impaled and lifted up to make sport of those fiery 

vipers. So also Christ was lifted up on the cross to 

silence your accuser, Satan. Imagine an Israelite 

child asking his father why Moses put that bronze 

serpent up high on a pole for everyone to see. 

“Daddy, those snakes killed grandma, grandpa, and 

my best friend. I don’t want to look at a snake!” 

“My child,” the father would then respond, 

“Though you can’t see it now, this is God’s way of 

showing us that He beat the snakes, and that we 

never have to worry about them ever again. We can 

look up at the pole and laugh at the snakes.” It’s 

like the hunter who shoots a man-eating tiger and 

then hangs its stuffed head on the wall of his study 

to show off his conquest – to show everyone that 

the killer has been killed. 

Thus you and I are able to boast in Christ, the 

Crucified – the Son of Man who was lifted up on 

the cross to make fun of the old serpent, the devil. 

He made a public spectacle of the defeated Satan, 

as if Satan were, in fact, the one hanging upon the 

cross instead of Jesus. And just as by God’s com-

mand and promise those who looked up at the 

bronze serpent were healed, so also, by lifting up 

Christ on the Cross, our Lord and God not only re-

moved the curse of sin and silenced the old evil foe, 

but He also healed your every hurt and pain. 

Dear Christian, that bronze serpent’s power 

wasn’t magical. All it was doing was pointing to 

another Reality who would come later, Jesus 

Christ. It’s the lifted-up Son of Man who ultimately 

healed the deadly snake bite of sin, death, and the 

devil. So, in faith, you are now able look up at the 

crucified Christ now raised, and forever glorified! 

In Him is light and life everlasting. In Him is that 

which ultimately and finally overpowers all dark-

ness, disease and death. Imagine, every time you 

gather around the Table of our Lord here in this 

place to receive Christ’s true body and blood, you 

are looking up to Him again in faith. In Him you 

know that you shall live – not only here in His 

house, but also out there in the world where you 

daily live – in that wilderness of sin and death. 

Even though there are snakes aplenty who might be 

seeking to harm you, their venom will not poison 

you, because you have looked up to Jesus, the Cru-

cified One – and in Him you have a life that will 

live forever. Amen.

 


