
1 

I Will Give You Living Water 

John 4:5-26 

Trinity Lutheran – Kearney, Missouri 
March 15, 2020 – Third Sunday in Lent 

† † † † † † † 

In the name of the Father, and of † the Son, and of 

the Holy Spirit. Amen. When my wife and I were liv-

ing in California, we attended a retreat where they 

had something the organizers called a “Servant 

Meal.” At this meal no one was allowed to serve 

himself. Each person was to rely on another, and that 

other person was to rely on you. You weren’t allowed 

to ask someone to serve you, you could only offer 

your service to them. The loophole was that if you 

wanted a drink, you might turn to your neighbor and 

say: “May I pour you a drink?” – which was sup-

posed to clue them in to the fact that you were thirsty. 

But of course if your neighbor didn’t take the hint 

and return the favor you were out of luck and had to 

go without! 

In this morning’s Gospel, our Lord Jesus did pre-

cisely the opposite. He asked so that He could give. 

He came to a well at noon, approached a Samaritan 

woman and said: “Will you give Me a drink?” Now 

this might not sound all that extraordinary, but when 

you consider that Jews weren’t to associate with Sa-

maritans, you begin to get the picture. Yet, there was 

Jesus asking this Samaritan woman for a drink! Even 

in our own day the situation might seem a bit odd. Is 

it all that farfetched to believe that the woman might 

have wondered why this Man was asking her for a 

drink? Was He so helpless He couldn’t fill a cup with 

water Himself? 

That was probably why Jesus said to her: “If you 

knew the gift of God, and who it was asking you for a 

drink, you would have asked Him and He would have 

given you living water.” There it is! Jesus was asking 

so that He might give. And so it is also in our day. 

Jesus places Himself before you almost as if He was 

dependent on your service, prayers, praise, and offer-

ings. “Come, worship Me!” He says. “Come, bring 

your gifts. Come, fill My House.” And all this He 

says almost as if He can’t live without you! Does it 

not seem foolish, that the One who created the heav-

ens and the earth should make Himself seem needy 

and desperate? 

It certainly surprised this woman – and it also ap-

pears to have surprised our Lord’s disciples. Now, 

according to the verses immediately preceding this 

text, we read that through His disciples Jesus had 

been Baptizing in Judea. When the Pharisees got all 

hot and bothered about it, He took His Word and wa-

ter and went northward to Samaria – to this woman. 

And there He had to do all the work Himself, because 

the Twelve were far too wrapped up in how they 

thought God ought to operate. We know this because 

when they returned with lunch they were surprised to 

find Jesus talking with this woman – asking her to get 

Him a drink of water so that He might have the op-

portunity to give her the thing she needed most. 

Jesus knew that if she could only see the Gift of 

God standing there before her, she would soon be 

begging Him for what He had to offer. For there be-

fore her was a Fountain – the Word made flesh – wa-

ter welling up to everlasting life. But are we any dif-

ferent? Are the Twelve who wondered what Jesus 

was up to any different? If they really knew, would 

they have been as surprised as they were to find Him 

there, speaking with that woman? If you really knew, 

would you be wondering any longer why you ought 

to come here to this place every week – why parents 

ought to make sure their children get out of bed on 

Sunday morning – why your pastor begs you to be 

faithful, urging you to put aside your busy schedule 

and your children’s homework on Wednesday nights 

during Lent and Advent so you can come to hear his 

preaching? 

If people really knew the Gift of God waiting for 

them here, would anyone have to beg them to come? 

No, instead they would be begging: “Sir, give me this 

water so that I won’t ever thirst again!” So the wom-

an begged – and so would you, if you knew the Gift 

before us – if you didn’t see a man dressed in robes, 

but Christ Himself Baptizing, as He did through His 

disciples – if you had been properly trained to recog-

nize within your pastor’s preaching that God Himself 

was here addressing sinners with His forgiveness – if 

we all would only learn to say with Dr. Luther: “I 

saw God Himself Baptizing, preaching, and adminis-

tering the Sacrament.” If you knew the Gift, would 

you not ask for it – and would our Lord not give it 

freely? 
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Perhaps it’s that you think the Gift is actually God 

Himself, so we say: “Oh, pastor, we can have God 

anywhere – in Samaria, Jerusalem, on the golf 

course, or in our homes.” And while that may be true, 

it’s not the same as having the Gift of which Christ 

here speaks. You can see that in His words, where He 

says to the woman: “Go, call your husband and come 

back,” and she answers Him, saying: “I have no hus-

band.” “You are right,” Christ tells her, “when you 

say you have no husband. The fact is, you have had 

five husbands, and the man you now have is not your 

husband.” Now, tell me, where is the Gift in having 

God lay bare your sins like that? See how we sinners 

cower when the Lord addresses us in this manner. 

The woman said to Him: “I can see You are a proph-

et.” But what she was really saying was: “I’m in big 

trouble now!” 

Next, she tried to change the subject, saying: “Our 

fathers worshipped on this mountain, but you Jews 

claim that the place where we must worship is in Je-

rusalem.” It’s better, she thinks, to talk about theolo-

gy than to talk about her sin. But Jesus has her right 

where He wants her – squirming – thinking she has to 

evade His words – thinking He’s come to beat her up 

just a little more! But what a surprise He has for her! 

He tells her everything she’d ever done, but none of it 

mattered! He still wanted her in His Church – wor-

shipping upon His mountain –  bathing in His water, 

eating from His nail-pierced hands, and drinking 

from His pierced side! She had had the wrong god all 

along – a god she thought she had to hide from in 

fear. And so He showed her what a Gift He really is: 

the God who knows her sin, but loves her nonethe-

less. 

That’s the kind of God you have – the God who 

begs, pleads, pokes and prods, but not so as to get 

something from you! Do you suppose Jesus ever got 

His drink? It doesn’t really matter. The only reason 

He begs is so that He might have the opportunity to 

give you something – and that something is Himself 

upon the cross – for you, me, and the entire world – 

so that you might know for sure that your sins have 

been forgiven – so that they can no longer hurt or 

harm you – so that you no longer have to hide the 

fact that you are a sinner. Now you can do precisely 

as this woman did – confess your sins just like Jesus 

is begging you to do. And it’s not because He needs 

to know what those sins are. He knows already. The 

reason He’s begging you to confess your sins is so 

that He might give you His forgiveness – so that He 

might call you a saint even though you are most sure-

ly a sinner – so that He might declare you holy and 

forgiven, just if your sins no longer mattered. And as 

far as He is concerned, they don’t matter. That’s what 

the woman learned at the well that day. And that’s 

what Jesus desires for you. 

What a gift you have before you in this God who 

acts as if He’d die without you giving Him a drink of 

water. That’s why He pleads for it beside the well 

and begs for it upon the cross, crying out: “I thirst.” 

He’s urging you to fill His house, to meditate on His 

Word, to bring your gifts, and to say your prayers. He 

acts as if He can’t live without you. And all this He 

does because He wants to give you living water – 

here in the washing of forgiveness, the hearing of His 

Word, and at the Feast of His very own body and 

blood. He wants that living water to well up in you 

the way it did for the Samaritan woman. He wants it 

welling up so that it spills out of your mouth and over 

your lips to others, so that you will joyfully say to all 

whom you meet: “Come! Come with me to meet this 

Man who told me everything I ever did . . . and yet, 

still wants me, and indeed, wants all sinners, to wor-

ship on His holy mountain!” 

Dear Christian, that is precisely what our Lord Je-

sus desires. He wants all who are sinners – which, of 

course, means each of us – to recognize their sin, 

seek holy absolution, and worship on His holy moun-

tain in spirit and in truth – with the faith of Jesus – in 

Jesus. And our Lord not only wants just any and eve-

ry sinner – though that is most certainly true – but He 

most especially wants you to be here so that you 

might also drink the water He deigns to give to all 

who are His – water that gives life because He died – 

water that’s living because He lives and reigns to all 

eternity – water that’s in your ears, on your head, and 

in your mouth. That water is the fact that God knows 

your sin and yet will not allow it to get in the way of 

having you in His presence forever – the fact that we 

have a God who bids and begs us to come so that He 

might give us life – and give it abundantly. In the 

name of Jesus. Amen. 

And now that peace of God which passes all un-

derstanding, will keep your hearts and minds in that 

one true faith in Christ Jesus unto life everlasting. 

Amen. 

 


