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† † † † † † † 
In the name of the Father, and of † the Son, and of 

the Holy Spirit. Amen.  A relatively recent phenome-
non of the 24 hour television cycle has come to be 
known as the infomercial, a quasi news special which 
attempts to convince viewers that the featured product 
is the most amazing invention to come to the market 
in the last 100 years – and that you can’t live without 
it. Some of the most popular infomercials are those 
that tout face creams, wrinkle removers and rejuvena-
tors that are guaranteed to make you look years 
younger. What the advertisers hope to do is instill in 
you such a desire to be young again that you’ll call 
them up, give them your credit card number, and buy 
their product. Interestingly enough, most folks who 
buy these things don’t feel as if they’ve gotten their 
money’s worth, and wonder why they aren’t as ener-
getic, enthusiastic or good looking as the people por-
trayed in the infomercial! 

Deep down inside, we all know that much of what 
is advertised is seldom what it’s cracked up to be – 
and that for the most part we don’t really need all 
those things nearly as much as the advertisers would 
like us to believe. But having said that, I think it’s also 
safe to say that there is something we each have a 
deep need for – even though we would prefer not to 
think about it. The unquenchable thirst we all have 
deep down inside is for the righteousness and for-
giveness of God. The problem, however, is that by 
nature we’d rather not think about that. So, since we 
oftentimes don’t feel spiritually thirsty, that’s precise-
ly why God has to “advertise” that fact to us, if you 
will, so that we might realize how thoroughly dehy-
drated our souls really are. 

This morning you can find that “advertisement” in 
the Samaritan woman’s thirst for “Living Water” – 
especially after Jesus said to her: “whoever drinks of 
this ordinary water will thirst again, but whoever 
drinks of the water I shall give will never thirst again. 
The water I give will become like a fountain of water 
springing up into everlasting life.” Now, if like the 
woman at the well, you think Jesus is speaking of the 
kind of drink that will soothe physical pain and satisfy 
earthly appetites, then you’ve misunderstood His 
words. This drink is of another type entirely. It satis-
fies and takes away the guilt of sin, quenches one’s 
worries about God’s wrath and punishment, and re-

freshes with the promise of eternal joy with Christ in 
heaven. 

As the Samaritan woman would soon learn, this 
water would completely change her life and make her 
a child of God. That’s why Jesus had to “advertise” it 
to her – because she was looking for something else. 
She was hoping for the kind of water used for normal 
drinking, cooking and cleaning – rather than Christ’s 
Living Water! But what about you? Don’t you tend to 
see your needs only in terms of immediate wants and 
desires? For instance, how often does your need for a 
paycheck overshadow your need for forgiveness? A 
peaceful weekend might seem more precious to you 
than spending time in God’s House. Your lunch and 
dinner table might look more inviting than the Lord’s 
Supper. Recreation and leisure might hold a higher 
priority for you than worship. So, today Jesus is “ad-
vertising” to you concerning the need you have for 
His “Living Water” – for truth be known, there isn’t a 
one of us who aren’t spiritually dehydrated. 

If you’ve ever spent any time out in the desert, one 
thing you learn quite quickly is that a person needs to 
drink lots of water even though they might not feel 
thirsty. Desert air is so dry that sweat evaporates be-
fore you even know you’re sweating. So, the rule of 
thumb is that even though you might not feel thirsty, 
you have to assume you are. And that same rule ap-
plies to spiritual thirst. It doesn’t matter how little you 
might think you need God’s forgiveness, the truth is, 
you always need it. Without it you’ll stumble through 
the dry desert of this life until finally you collapse and 
fall headlong into the endless heat of hell’s fiery fur-
nace. 

Like the woman at the well, you and I also once 
lived in an endless desert of sin. We were spiritually 
parched, yes, near collapse – that is until God came to 
our rescue. By means of His Law, He showed us how 
thirsty we really are – how we are sinners of the worst 
kind – how we don’t keep God’s Commandments, 
have love for either God or our neighbor, and how we 
daily fail to live the perfect life He requires of us – all 
of which demonstrates how dried-up and shriveled we 
are without Jesus. Only then can God fill us with the 
“Living Water” of His life-giving Gospel. In the “Liv-
ing Water” of Holy Baptism, God gives new life and 
re-hydrates thirsty souls by the power of the Holy 



Spirit, without whose help, aid and comfort we most 
certainly would all have perished eternally. 

But what is this “Living Water?” you might ask. 
Holy Scripture teaches that this “Living Water” isn’t 
some magic potion or a special, divine, blessing which 
only a chosen few are able to receive. Consider the 
words of our Lord as recorded in St. John’s Gospel, 
the 7th chapter. Quoting Jesus, John writes: “If anyone 
is thirsty, let him come to Me and drink. He who be-
lieves in Me, as the Scripture has said, out of his heart 
will flow rivers of living water.” Then in verse 39 
John explains Jesus’ words further, saying: “This He 
spoke concerning the Holy Spirit, who those believing 
in Him would receive.” And this, dear friends, mark 
well. This happened long before the “Coming of the 
Holy Spirit” on the Day of Pentecost. 

That was what Jesus was talking about in His con-
versation with the Samaritan woman. He tells her that 
she needs this “Living Water” because the Holy Spirit 
is necessary if you are to confess Jesus as Lord. 
Hence, you and I also need the Holy Spirit because, 
just as our bodies need water, so also our souls need 
the Holy Spirit. No one can understand God’s Word 
without the Holy Spirit. The Sacraments have no 
power to deliver faith, hope or comfort without the 
Holy Spirit. The nutrients you need to live a Godly 
life of faith cannot be channeled into your heart unless 
the Holy Spirit delivers God’s gifts to you by means 
of words, water, bread and wine. 

Consider the necessity for water as it cleans your 
blood and eliminates harmful wastes from your body. 
Likewise, this “Living Water” of which Christ here 
speaks, is also required so that your soul might be 
cleansed, and the harmful wastes of your old sinful 
nature eliminated. Through Baptism God washed 
away your sin – and by daily remembering your Bap-
tism, the Holy Spirit is continually at work – daily 
ridding you of sin and death. In Baptism your Old 
Adam was crucified with Christ so that the body of sin 
might be done away with. There is where Christ’s 
death became your death, and Christ’s life, your life – 
so that more and more your life might daily be con-
formed to the life of our Savior. 

Consider how water cools the body and maintains a 
proper operating temperature. So also the Holy Spirit 
cools and comforts you during trials and temptations – 
even though the devil may be attacking you and at-
tempting to destroy you. The Holy Spirit keeps your 
faith strong during the struggles of sickness, conflict, 
doubt, despair, death, and difficult times. Through all 
these things the Holy Spirit is there to comfort you 

and bring to your remembrance our Lord’s power to 
protect and preserve you in any and all situations. It’s 
the Spirit who directs you to God’s promises in Christ 
– and who alone is the Source of all comfort and hope. 

Living water enables you to breathe in the breath of 
life. Without the right amount of moisture in your 
lungs, the exchange of oxygen can’t take place and 
you’ll suffocate. That’s how the Holy Spirit also 
works in prayer – and why Scripture calls prayer the 
“vital breath” of the Christian. In spite of the fact that 
you don’t always know what and who to pray for, the 
Spirit is always interceding on your behalf with groan-
ings too deep for words – making intercession for all 
the saints according to the will of God. Even when 
you don’t know what you need – you can be certain 
the Holy Spirit is still breathing His prayers for you 
before the throne of God – both to keep your faith 
alive, and to make your needs known to the Father. 

Without the “Living Water” of the Holy Spirit, 
faith would quickly suffocate, your soul would shrivel 
and die, and there would be no life in you at all! But 
the Good News is that Christ gives this “Living Wa-
ter” freely and abundantly to all who will receive it. 
Jesus says: “I am the Alpha and the Omega, the Be-
ginning and the End. To him who is thirsty I will give 
to drink without cost from the spring of the water of 
life.” Commenting on this text, Luther writes: “When 
the Lord says here that He will give you to drink, He 
doesn’t intend you to do this with a spoon. He doesn’t 
siphon it through a pipe, or tap it from a spigot. No, 
streams of comfort are yours, and all who are thirsty 
shall be satisfied boundlessly.” 

Now there are some who will try to convince you 
that in order to receive the Holy Spirit you have to 
“surrender yourself,” “empty yourself,” or “prepare 
yourself” so that God can work in Your life. But our 
Lord Christ has promised to give His Spirit freely – 
without any work or preparation on your part – and, in 
fact, He made this promise while we were still dead in 
our trespasses and sins! In Baptism – through the 
promise of the Gospel – and through faithful reception 
of our Lord’s body and blood in the Holy Supper, 
Christ has already given you “Living Water” like a 
fountain that springs up unto everlasting life. My 
prayer is that it may ever and always be so in your life 
– for sake of Jesus. Amen. 

And now that peace of God, which passes all un-
derstanding, will keep your hearts and minds in that 
one true faith in Christ Jesus unto life everlasting. 
Amen. 

 


