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In the name of the Father, and of † the Son, and of 

the Holy Spirit. Amen. Imagine this afternoon that 

you’re going to buy a new car – forgetting for a mo-

ment, of course, that you can’t buy a car in Missouri on 

Sunday. But if you were in the market for a new car and 

could buy it on Sunday, what’s the first thing you’d do 

after deciding what kind of car you wanted? You might 

do some research on the Internet, but eventually you’re 

probably going to go to the showroom where you can 

actually see the car. After that you’d casually look 

around at the cars on display –mildly entertaining over-

tures from the salesperson in the corner who’s been ey-

ing you – after all, you don’t want to look too interest-

ed. Then, after playing all your cards, you’d cautiously 

approach him and ask: “What will you take in trade for 

that Lamborghini over there?” 

What you have here is an example of trading – 

which is at the heart of the American way of doing 

business. In fact, trading is about as American an activi-

ty as you could imagine. That’s how commerce works. 

When you walk into an automobile showroom to buy a 

car, what you want to know is how much they want for 

a particular automobile – that is, how much of your 

hard-earned labor they’re willing to take in trade for the 

car of your dreams – since money really represents your 

effort and work. So, for the most part, anytime you buy 

or sell something – whether you use money, labor, or 

goods – you’re engaged in the art of trading. 

Trading is such a natural activity that you might 

sometimes even get the impression that it’s possible to 

do some trading with God. When you engage in some 

particular activity – stop doing some other thing – or 

make a “sacrifice” for God – don’t you sometimes think 

God might just bless or help you? Don’t you occasion-

ally feel as if your relationship with God is based on 

trading – at least to a certain extent? It only makes 

sense, because in our world trading reigns supreme. 

Should it not then also be a factor in our relationship 

with God and His Church? Consider this morning’s 

Gospel. Here Jesus is talking about His Church, and He 

gives us the answer to this question in no uncertain 

terms. In fact, He’s quite adamant. In His Church there 

is absolutely no trading allowed! 

That’s a pretty bitter pill for most of us to swallow, 

though, for by nature we always want to get the best 

deal we can under any given circumstance. We want to 

give the minimum and receive the maximum. And, you 

don’t have to look too far to see what I mean, for exam-

ples abound in both Scripture and experience. When 

you go to buy that new car you want to pay as little as 

possible, right? When you go to the market don’t you 

often compare prices, sizes, and look for sales? You 

might even use a coupon if you have one – and remem-

ber to bring it with you. The more you save, the better 

off you are, right? Not always. 

Let’s take a look at what was going on in the Temple 

here in today’s Gospel. The Temple marketplace of Je-

sus’ day had sprung up quite innocently as a conven-

ience – a convenience so visiting Jewish pilgrims could 

go to the Temple with an acceptable sacrifice – while at 

the same time experiencing a minimum amount of trou-

ble. However, over time, the Temple had become a 

place where worshipers would come wanting to know 

what the minimum was they could pay while still re-

ceiving a blessing from God. Is that not what’s taken 

place in many Churches today? On occasion – maybe 

the not-so-rare occasion – have you never wondered 

how little you could give to your worship life, your 

stewardship life, your exercise of our Church’s liturgi-

cal heritage and practice, your life of service to God, 

and yet still receive the blessing He promises to those 

who belong to Him? 

We humans, you see, we are basically egomaniacs – 

although admittedly, some are better at hiding it than 

others. The Jews of Christ’s day looked on the Temple, 

the work they and their predecessors had expended to 

make the Temple possible, the money they had contrib-

uted to keep construction under way, and the pious ac-

tivities they had engaged in over the years, and they 

were very proud of themselves. They were bursting at 

the seams, you might say, over what great works they 

had accomplished to make the Temple possible. Are 

there not times when you might also find yourself look-

ing at your own life and works the very same way? 

But remember, the point our Lord is making here is 

that in our Father’s house there is no trading allowed. 

Here Christ reminds us that when we wheel and deal in 

the affairs of God’s house it does nothing but profane it 

and make it unholy. The Temple in Jerusalem had 

reached the point where it had become a stench in 

God’s nostrils. Our Lord could no longer stand the 

smell. That’s why Jesus had to cleanse the Temple. This 



 

text, then, teaches us that God’s house is a holy place – 

a place set apart for God’s work, not ours. The Divine 

Service is God’s work for us, not our work for God. 

God doesn’t want us tinkering with it as though it was 

something we are to use in negotiations with Him. We 

aren’t to treat the Church as if it were nothing more 

than just another corporation with which we do busi-

ness. 

The same is also true of the Christian life. See how 

Jesus responded to those well-intentioned entrepreneurs 

whose only desire was originally to make worship more 

convenient for travel-weary Jews. What they should 

have learned is that trading with God is really robbing 

God of what is rightly His and His alone. That’s what 

happens whenever you call His work your work, or try 

to take some of the credit yourself for what God alone 

has done. In the end, God is the One who is robbed. 

Whenever you try to buy God’s grace with sinful, filthy 

lucre it’s an abomination. And you need to know He 

won’t stand for it forever. 

Interestingly enough, however, isn’t the entire idea 

of trading with God more than just a little ridiculous? I 

mean, you and I don’t have anything of value we could 

actually trade with God in the first place. Can the 

mightiest, worthiest, or the costliest of your earthly 

treasures make God any richer, stronger or wiser than 

He already is? Is there anything you could do that 

would make God more glorious? What, I ask you, could 

you or I – poor, wretched, miserable sinners that we are 

– ever give to God that would make Him any better off? 

Of course there will always be some who will try to 

insist against both better judgment and available evi-

dence that they still have something to trade with God. 

Sadly however, on Judgment Day these folks are going 

to be sorely disappointed. Those who think they can 

strike a trading bargain with God will not find His love 

and mercy, but rather a wrathful God – a God who will 

not only not bless them with heaven, but will condemn 

them for their sins – “rewarding” their fruitless labors 

with an eternity in hell. The Temple merchants in our 

text had already rejected the claim of God’s Son in fa-

vor of doing “business as usual.” And so likewise, just 

as Jesus cleansed the Temple in Jerusalem, there is 

coming a day on which God will cleanse His eternal 

Temple of all such traders. 

Can you imagine trying to strike a bargain with a 

highway patrolman or a judge when you’re clearly in 

the wrong – and they have proof to back up their charg-

es? Unless the patrolman or the judge is more dishonest 

than you are, that would be the fastest way in the world 

to receive the maximum punishment allowable by law! 

So also, when guilty sinners try to bargain with God – 

and we are all guilty sinners, are we not? – it only stirs 

His wrath against us. Wouldn’t it be so much better 

were we simply to admit our guilt and believe God’s 

word of mercy concerning the Person and work of His 

Son, Jesus Christ – who is the only Savior of fallen 

mankind? 

Dear Christian, our God is a God who is zealous 

about mercy. In fact, this is the very reason Jesus 

cleansed the Temple. By His perfect life, suffering, 

death and resurrection, Jesus Christ has already opened 

God’s house of prayer to all who will simply believe in 

His son as Savior –and the admission charge has al-

ready been paid. God’s “household finances” are run 

solely by the accounting principle of free grace – not 

with dollars and cents and good works. And God’s 

mercy is always driving Him to continue in His pursuit 

of us. Through His holy Word and blessed Sacraments 

God is always calling us to come to Him. And so we 

shall, even this morning. Our gracious Triune God has 

bestowed upon you His unmerited mercy in Christ. It 

was this mercy that brought Jesus down from heaven to 

the Temple, and it’s what drove Him to the cross to die 

for your sins. The Temple of Christ’s body was de-

stroyed so He could raise it up again to save us all from 

eternal destruction and fill us with God’s resurrection 

power. 

God, even now, is continuing to bring you His mer-

cy in Christ. For our Lord Christ raised the true Temple, 

His very own body, from the dead. Therefore, as you, 

the faithful, eat and drink His body and blood in the 

Lord’s Supper, God is in His Temple mercifully saving 

His people. How good it is, that our Father has forbid-

den trading in His house, for there is nothing you can 

either do or avoid, no sacrifice you could ever trade for 

God’s favor and riches in Christ Jesus. So then, give 

thanks to God each and every day – and especially this 

day – for sending His Son to be so zealous in showing 

mercy! Humble yourselves before God with confidence, 

because when it comes to mercy, God means business. 

In God’s house the rule is always: “No trading allowed 

– only His mercy, freely given!” Amen. 

And now that peace of God, which passes all under-

standing, will keep your hearts and minds in that one 

true faith in Christ Jesus, unto life everlasting. Amen. 

 


