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† † † † † † † 
In the name of the Father and † of the Son and of the 

Holy Spirit. Amen. In this mornings Gospel we are in-
troduced to a Pharisee by the name of Nicodemus. Most 
of us, of course, are familiar with this man. He’s the 
one who came to Jesus by night to speak with Him 
about who He was. Nicodemus knew He had come 
from God, but wasn’t quite sure what that meant. He 
wanted to know more, and Jesus was happy to oblige 
him. This subject – the nature of God and how Jesus fits 
into it – is high and lofty – far beyond our ability to ful-
ly comprehend. Yet, even though a proper understand-
ing of God’s nature is beyond our capability, we still 
rejoice that this is the same God into whom we were 
Baptized – the same God whom we worship and con-
fess each week in the Apostles’, Nicene and Athanasian 
Creeds – the One who comes to us in the Divine Ser-
vice, in preaching, Baptism, and the Breaking of Bread 
– and all so that through these means He might freely 
give us His life and salvation. 

Perhaps because we’ve seen and experienced these 
things which God has given us in His Church year after 
year, we’ve begun to take them for granted. But make 
no mistake, these simple things – worship, preaching, 
Baptism and the Lord’s Supper are very high and lofty 
– indeed, they have to be, because they communicate 
God to His people – and God is high and lofty. In fact, 
God is so high and lofty that a person can never hope 
know or believe in Him apart from what He reveals to 
us in His Word and the gifts of His Church. And what 
that means for us is the realization that the only way 
anyone can ever hope to understand anything about 
God is if God Himself reveals these thing to us in His 
Word. 

Another way of expressing this might be to say that 
if a person really truly wants to know who this Triune 
God is, what He’s like – and even more importantly, 
what He thinks of and desires for us – we dare not al-
low ourselves to rely on our own private opinions or 
judgment. God Himself will have to reveal these things 
to us in His inscripturated word. It’s that Word – rec-
orded for posterity by holy men moved by the Holy 
Spirit – recorded nowhere else on earth or in heaven – 
which teaches not only that our God is Triune, but that 
He alone is holy. And, since God alone is holy, what 
that means is that we must regard Him with honor, rev-
erence, respect, and dignity. It means that this Holy, 
Triune God is not a God to be trifled with or thought of 
lightly – and that the Word He speaks isn’t to be re-

garded as mere trivia – or re-interpreted to match up 
with whatever our current sensibilities might happen to 
be at any particular moment. In other words, we cannot 
content ourselves with understanding God only in ways 
that tickle our own ears. We must allow the Scriptures 
to stand on their own, interpret and explain themselves, 
and never be subject to any private, human interpreta-
tion. 

But there’s another thing Holy Scripture teaches us 
about God. It teaches us not only that God and His 
Word are Holy, but more importantly, that each and 
every one of us have sinned against this high, Holy God 
and His Word. It shows us that we have all tried to re-
fashion God into our own image – that in matters of 
daily living, we almost always do things the way we 
want to do them, not the way God’s Word directs us – 
and that in matters of faith and doctrine we tend to 
choose those things we want to believe rather than al-
lowing the Word of God to be the only Rule, Source 
and Norm for what we believe, teach and publicly con-
fess. 

So the things we’re talking about here aren’t simply 
some minor flaw or defect in our personality. What we 
have here is thorough-going corruption and fallenness. 
And what that means, very simply, is that in our natural 
state we are broken beyond repair. No matter how un-
pleasant this picture might seem, the fact is that even 
our most pious thoughts and works are unclean and 
wicked in the eyes of God. To be sure, it was this sober-
ing truth which brought the prophet Isaiah to mouth the 
words of this very familiar passage: “All our righteous-
ness is like a filthy rag before the Lord.” Now Isaiah – I 
think it’s safe to say – had a pretty good grasp of our 
sinful condition. Just look what happened to him on that 
day when he found himself face to face with the Holi-
ness and Majesty of the Divine Trinity in the 6th chapter 
of the Scripture that bears his name. Reading from the 
1st verse the scene is laid out before us: 

1 In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the 
Lord sitting on a throne, high and lifted up, and 
the train of His robe filled the temple. 2 Above it 
stood seraphim; each one had six wings: with two 
he covered his face, with two he covered his feet, 
and with two he flew. 3And one cried to another 
and said: “Holy, holy, holy is the LORD of hosts; 
The whole earth is full of His glory!” 4And the 
posts of the door were shaken by the voice of him 
who cried out, and the house was filled with 



smoke. 5 So I said: “Woe is me, for I am undone! 
Because I am a man of unclean lips, and I dwell 
in the midst of a people of unclean lips; for my 
eyes have seen the King, the LORD of 
hosts.”6 Then one of the seraphim flew to me, 
having in his hand a live coal which he had taken 
with the tongs from the altar. 7 And he touched 
my mouth with it, and said: “Behold, this has 
touched your lips; your iniquity is taken away, 
and your sin purged.” 

Notice how Isaiah responds. “Woe is me!” he says, 
“I am undone.” Isaiah, the sinner – standing before the 
presence of God like hay before a fiery furnace – says 
the only thing he can say: “Woe is me! I am ruined. I 
am a man of unclean lips, and I dwell within the midst 
of a people of unclean lips – for my eyes have seen the 
King, the Lord of Hosts.” Dear friends, I’d like to sug-
gest to you that if standing in the presence of God 
doesn’t affect you in a similar way, then you either 
don’t believe in the absolute holiness of God, or you 
don’t fully recognize the depth of the sin that lurks 
within your nature. For the truth is, we must all learn to 
say of ourselves “Woe is me, for I am a person of un-
clean lips” – or else we have no hope of salvation! 

So corrupt and sinful is our human flesh – and so 
broken beyond repair – that the only answer and hope 
has to lie in Jesus’ words to Nicodemus from this morn-
ing’s Gospel, “You must be born again” – or, “You 
must be born from above.” You must be recreated and 
redesigned through Water and Word – that is, through 
the working of the Holy Spirit and Holy Baptism. And 
while this might seem impossible to our fallen reason 
and senses, we must remember that with our high, Ho-
ly, Triune God nothing is impossible! And here is also 
where we learn something else about God – something 
we would have never figured out on our own – and that 
there is something far more mysterious about God than 
His holiness – far more mysterious than even the Trini-
ty itself – and that something is His mercy. 

How this high, Holy God is able to forgive our sin is 
far above all human comprehension. How this God 
could love sinners – and how He was willing to give 
His only begotten Son over to death so that we might 

have redemption and salvation, St. Paul calls “the mys-
tery of God’s will.” The Blood of God flowing from the 
hands, side and feet of the Son of God was shed for on-
ly one reason – that you and I might be forgiven – and 
in that forgiveness be recipients of God’s mercy. That’s 
what Isaiah received in the text we just read. He was 
telling about how one of the seraphim flew to him (re-
member, God comes to us, not us to him) – how he had 
in his hand a burning coal which had been taken from 
the altar with tongs – and how he touched that coal to 
Isaiah’s lips, saying: “…this has touched your lips; your 
iniquity is taken away, and your sin purged.” 

Dear friends, today as we’re gathered here in 
Christ’s Church we need to know that we are not alone! 
God is here with us in a very special way. God the Fa-
ther is watching over us, God the Holy Spirit is moving 
to and fro by means of His Word, and Christ Himself is 
also here to offer forgiveness and life through the very 
same body and blood with which He earned salvation 
for all. Like Isaiah, you and I are also now standing in 
God’s presence. The seraphim are here to touch our lips 
with another kind of burning coal – a burning coal 
which is nothing less than Jesus Christ Himself – Hu-
man Substance emblazoned with the fire of Divinity. 
He alone is true God and True Man – and through the 
tongs of the Office of the Holy Ministry which He es-
tablished, God will again bring that Gift to our lips this 
morning as we eat it and drink it for the full and free 
remission of all our sin. Here at His table, at this Altar, 
and at every Altar where this Meal is given and distrib-
uted according to Christ’s institution, our Holy Triune 
God is once again present to feed His people. He speaks 
to you from His throne in heaven – and He says to you 
through the one He’s placed over you as your shepherd: 
“Eat and Drink. Behold this bread and wine has touched 
your lips, your iniquity has been taken away – your sin 
has been purged and forgotten.” May it always be so in 
the name and for the sake of Jesus – our Lord, our God, 
and the only Savior of fallen sinners. Amen. 

And now that peace of God, which passes all under-
standing, will keep your hearts and minds in that one 
true faith in Christ Jesus unto life everlasting. Amen. 

 


