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† † † † † † †  

In the name of the Father, and of the † Son, and 

of the Holy Spirit. Amen. Dear children of God. On 

that day when you were Baptized, God gave you 

some very important gifts. First of all, He gave you 

the gift of the forgiveness of sins – a forgiveness 

which can never diminish nor fade, but will remain 

whole, constant and complete until that day when 

you enter into heaven. Second of all, He gave you 

the gift of eternal life by joining you to Christ’s 

own death and resurrection – for as the Small Cate-

chism reminds us, where the forgiveness of sins is 

found, there also is found eternal life. And third of 

all, He gave you eternal salvation, which means no 

enemy, temptation, struggle, sorrow, persecution, 

or disease can ever destroy you, for as St. Paul 

teaches in his letter to the Church at Rome: “I am 

convinced that there is nothing in all creation 

which will be able to separate us from the love of 

God which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.” 

But in addition to the powerful, death-defying 

gifts Christ has given to you in Baptism, you need 

to remember that the devil was also there on that 

day – and he was giving you something as well. 

But what the devil was giving you is no gift! Lu-

ther put it this way: “Every Christian, from the time 

of his Baptism onward, has been saddled with the 

devil, who harasses him so long as he lives.” And 

the devil has some very good reasons for wanting 

to put a saddle on you at your Baptism. How else 

could he ride around on you for all your time here 

in this world? And so the devil saddles you, be-

cause his desire is to do everything within his pow-

er to separate you from our Lord Christ and the 

great gifts which He has given to us all. From his 

position astride that saddle, our ancient enemy is 

relentlessly attacking you and endlessly seeking 

your destruction. 

First the devil tugs at your reins, so to speak, as 

he attempts to divert your attention away from 

Christ and your Baptism – as he hopes to get you 

interested in things other than Christ. The devil will 

throw his whole weight into pulling on your reins, 

as he tries to turn your gaze toward money prob-

lems, health concerns, family worries, or bodily 

temptations. This bitter enemy doesn’t really care 

where your attention focused, just so long as it isn’t 

on Christ or your Baptism. Where this fails, he next 

digs in his heels in an effort to create a sense of un-

bearable hardship or panic in your life. He hopes to 

make you bolt, so that you lose your head and run 

away from the forgiveness and life Christ has given 

you. But the devil isn’t given only to using brute 

force or terrors of conscience to turn you away 

from Christ. He also likes to lean way over in his 

saddle and whisper into your ear – and he has lots 

of things to whisper. 

He says: “You don’t need to be regular in your 

worship life. Lots of Christians completely avoid 

preaching and the Sacraments, and they don’t seem 

to be suffering any ill effects! They still consider 

themselves to be Christian, don’t they?” He says: 

“You don’t need to be concerned about social is-

sues like abortion or sexual identity. Lots of Chris-

tians don’t worry about things like that, and they’re 

none worse for it.” He says: “You don’t need to 

concern yourself with any of the Ten Command-

ments, much less the Creeds or the Lord’s Prayer. 

Hasn’t Jesus given you His life to set you free from 

laws such as these?” Go ahead, indulge the tempta-

tions of the flesh – drunkenness, lust, and self-

infatuation. Hasn’t God already forgiven you for all 

these things?” 

He says: “Hey! You’re a child of God! It’s OK 

for you to hoard and lust after money! After all, 

God wants you to have all the cool stuff, too. Why 

should you worry about serving others? Let them 

serve you for awhile!” With such goading and 

whispering, the devil can make even the most poi-

sonous of grasses look good enough to eat – and he 

can make even the deadliest of serpents seem as 

harmless as a piece of rope lying on the ground. As 

soon as Jesus was Baptized – as Matthew points 

out in this morning’s Gospel – He “was led by the 

Spirit out into the wilderness to be tempted by the 
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devil.” So if even our dear Lord Jesus couldn’t 

avoid being saddled by the devil in His Baptism, 

why should you expect it to be any different for 

you? 

How many of you have been to one of those 

places where they have ponies for little kids to 

ride? Some might say it’s dangerous to put a little 

child on a horse like that and let him go, but those 

horses are so accustomed to walking the very same 

path day in and day out that it doesn’t matter a whit 

how hard some little kid might kick, pull, scream 

or cause a commotion. The pony isn’t about to 

leave his appointed path. No matter what happens, 

he’ll just keep walking along quietly and patiently, 

as if there were no little terror sitting on his back 

throwing a tantrum. In the same way, Jesus like-

wise teaches you to keep walking on the path 

which He Himself appointed for you at your Bap-

tism – no matter how hard the devil might pull and 

tug at your reins. When our Lord Christ faced Sa-

tan in the wilderness He refused to focus on the se-

riousness of His condition, instead, when the devil 

yanked at His reins, Jesus yanked back, saying: “It 

is written, ‘Man shall not live by bread alone, but 

by every Word that comes from the mouth of 

God.’” 

I can remember when I was a little kid we had a 

horse whose name escapes me at the moment. But I 

do remember a couple of things that happened pret-

ty regularly whenever I tried to ride that horse. On 

one occasion, after having led the horse a short dis-

tance from the barn, he wheeled around and dashed 

back inside so he could stick his nose in the grain 

bin. There was nothing I could do other than to sit 

there and wait until he satisfied his hunger. In the 

same way, you and I, we have no business out there 

in the world where Satan is attempting to lead us. 

Rather we ought to ignore Satan’s lead and go back 

to where we can put our snouts in the grain bin of 

God’s living, powerful Word. There, dear Chris-

tian, there is where your nose belongs! And when 

you keep yourself there, there is nothing the devil 

can do to harm you. 

The second thing I remember about that horse 

was that almost every time I climbed onto its back 

he would inevitably seek out the nearest wall, 

fencepost, tree or barn door where he would sweep 

me off the saddle so he could go off to do his own 

thing! Similarly, in today’s Gospel, our Lord Jesus 

also crushed up against and rubbed the devil off of 

His back by the powerful Word of God, which Sa-

tan always finds too painful to endure. “Be gone!” 

He said, “for it is written, ‘You shall worship the 

Lord your God and Him only shall you serve.’” 

The point is that even though the devil may well 

have put a saddle on you when you were Baptized, 

and he may indeed plan on sitting on it for the rest 

of your days here in this world of sin and tempta-

tion – even as he also plans to continually tempt 

and assail you – there is no reason why you have to 

let him enjoy the ride. 

God’s living Word, you see, does more than 

merely exert its power within you as it gives you 

faith, hope and the love of Christ. God’s living 

Word also exerts its power for you. God’s Word 

guards you, protects you, and preserves you against 

all things harmful – including, and especially, that 

most bitter, hateful enemy, the devil. What we 

learn from Christ’s encounter with the devil isn’t 

how you too can overcome the devil’s wiles and 

temptations, but rather how Christ has already ac-

complished all this for you and in your place – and 

most especially how He now desires to give you all 

those things He accomplished through the simple 

means of words, water, bread and wine. 

And it is through these things, as through means, 

that Christ also wants you to learn a most valuable 

lesson – namely, that when Satan discovers you 

belong to Christ, he will flee from your presence 

and leave you alone for so long as you remain in 

the Word and trust in Christ to save you. My prayer 

today is that our almighty God and Father will con-

tinue to sustain you in that faith which He planted 

in your heart on the day you were washed in Holy 

Baptism – and that as you continue to be nourished 

with the green grass of His preaching and His Holy 

Communion, He will keep and sustain you always, 

steadfast in that one true faith. And when your final 

hour comes, know that our Lord God will once and 

for all throw off Satan’s saddle for good – so that 

according to God’s promise, you will live with 

Him forever in His heaven. This He will do, and 

even more, and all of it for the sake of our Lord 

Jesus Christ. Amen. 

And now that peace of God, which passes all 

understanding, will keep your hearts and minds in 

that one true faith in Christ Jesus unto life Everlast-

ing. Amen. 


