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† † † † † † † 
In the name of the Father, and of † the Son, and of 

the Holy Spirit. Amen. You know the story. Following 
our Lord’s Baptism, the Spirit led Jesus into the wilder-
ness to be tempted by the devil, and after 40 days of 
fasting – that’s 5 weeks and 5 days without so much as 
a morsel of food – Jesus was hungry. So the devil ap-
peared to Him, offering bread to fill his stomach. Next, 
knowing He was weak, tired and longing for human 
contact, Satan offered Him the honor of being saved 
from a fall by the angels who’d been given charge over 
Him. Then finally, hoping Jesus would falsely believe 
His Father had abandoned Him, the devil extended a 
“neighborly hand” by offering to step in and be His 
“god.” Satan wouldn’t ask Him to suffer and die as the 
Father had done. Indeed, he would be more than happy 
to relieve Him of that obligation. The devil seems so 
nice, doesn’t he? All he wants is for Jesus to have bread 
to sustain Him, the honor He rightly deserves as God’s 
Son, and to be spared any suffering. 

Obviously the devil hadn’t yet seen the whole pic-
ture. He didn’t understand things very well – or, as C.S. 
Lewis put it so aptly in his book, The Lion, The Witch, 
And The Wardrobe, he didn’t understand the “deep 
magic.” And so Satan came to Jesus in a vain attempt to 
get Him to exchange His rightful role as Savior for the 
momentary, fleeting pleasures of this world and life – 
and perhaps the safety of knowing that the cross and 
grave would no longer be part of His future. To put it 
simply, what we see here is that the devil is a liar and 
the “father of lies.” He knows it’s impossible to have 
more than one god, and that if you don’t worship the 
God of Holy Scripture, you’ll end up worshiping the 
devil. Those are your only options. 

In the end, our old evil foe gets for himself not only 
those who are out-and-out witches, Satanists and devil 
worshipers. He also gets those who are undecided, who 
prefer to be fence-sitters, who managed to keep their 
names on the Church rolls somewhere even though they 
were only lukewarm pretenders who wanted nothing to 
do with God. Satan also gets those who chose to wor-
ship no god at all, and those who worship the false gods 
of false religion. The devil’s “kindly” ecumenical offer 
to share the stage with the Father is like the SS troops 
of World War II beckoning the Jews into the showers of 
the death camps! Satan’s desire that Jesus have bread 
and honor and be spared worldly suffering had only one 
purpose – that the fallen men, women and children of 

this world would go to their graves without hearing Je-
sus’ Word. 

So the devil comes to our Lord following His 40 
days of fasting and says Him: “Jesus, You shouldn’t 
have to do all this. It’s not Your fault man is so weak. 
See how the people of Israel behaved during the 40 
years of the Exodus. All they did was grumble and 
complain! They picked the bread and quail up off the 
ground which the Father had given them, and all the 
while they hungered for the cucumbers and onions of 
Egypt. These people aren’t worthy of You or Your 
gifts. Take these stones. They could be bread for you – 
pleasing to the eye, good for food, even tasty! You’re 
God’s Son. You have the right to take care of Yourself. 
Go ahead, be God. Let me have the men. I can assure 
You, those miserable ingrates will never bother You 
again, because I will be their god and I’ll take care of 
them.” 

But in spite of how tempting Satan’s offer may have 
appeared, Jesus does what Adam, Moses, and Israel did 
not do. He resisted the devil’s might. To be sure, He 
was tempted in every way, even as we are – but He 
wasn’t overcome by the temptation. He doesn’t fall or 
sin. Instead, Jesus suffers in His obedience for our diso-
bedience. He lives His life perfectly according to God’s 
Word. He’s fully confident the Father will provide eve-
rything He needs. Therefore the Son will wait. Led to 
the place of temptation by the Spirit, the Son submits to 
the Father, and in that process knows hunger and 
shame. The Father provides for the Son, not by remov-
ing the burden from His shoulders, but by offering Him 
up as a Sacrifice. The Son goes silently as a Lamb to 
the slaughter without so much as a complaint – without 
bread, without honor, and without friend. The Father 
sacrifices the Son to give the Spirit to the those misera-
ble excuses for human beings who had come into the 
world before Him, and who would come into the world 
after Him – to Adam, Moses, Abraham, Israel, and fi-
nally, of course, us. 

Christ goes on alone to pay for sins He didn’t com-
mit. He turns the other cheek, allows His enemies to 
force a crown of thorns down upon His brow and drive 
cruel nails into His hands and feet. He permits Satan to 
do his worst, have his day, and take his price. Ah, but 
then, then the price is paid. The ransom has been made. 
The sacrifice is now complete. There’s nothing more 
Jesus needs to accomplish on our behalf. Now, having 
fully satisfied the unyielding demands of the Law, He 



removes its crushing guilt and shame. He takes up His 
power again and rises triumphant from the grave. His 
power to save is greater than the power of the devil to 
destroy, seek vengeance, deceive, or tempt. Christ 
makes no threats nor gives any empty promises. His is 
the greatest power of all – the power to forgive sin! He 
rules not by might, but by grace, with love. He makes 
citizens to populate His Kingdom of grace by declaring 
those who had formerly been rebels to be His own dear 
children, washing them in the rosy waters of Baptism 
stained with the blood of His Cross. Satan’s fantasy of 
killing God comes true – but proves to be his utter de-
feat. Failures, losers, cowards and weaklings the world 
over and throughout time are set free from their dark 
shame and welcomed back into the light of the Father’s 
embrace! 

Thus you, dear Christian, you are no longer a failure 
or a coward. You are a beloved child of the Father and 
of the Son and of the Holy Spirit forever. You may still 
have to live out all your days here in the wilderness of 
this world in weakness – knowing hunger and shame 
and being attacked by the devil – but that isn’t the end 
of your story, for the student is not above his Master 
and Teacher. God’s way, you see, is to hide heroes in 
weakness and saints in sinners. You now follow Jesus 
in the Way of the Cross, the grave, and the empty tomb. 
It’s not by bread alone that you live, but by every Word 
which proceeds from the mouth of God. He’s the One 
who provides that Word-infused bread for you to eat 
unto eternal life. He’s the One who sees to it that you 
don’t go to the slaughter. No longer are you alone, for 
your sins have been forgiven and forgotten. Now you 
are holy, righteous and innocent – entirely without fault 
or blame. 

But still and alas, though you are on the road that 
leads to your heavenly home, you aren’t yet there. 
You’re still suffering in this barren place full of sin and 
temptation at every turn – full of sorrow, death and sad-
ness everywhere you look. And so it is that with the 
earthly bread by which you’re sustained here in this 
world, God has also given You His Word to keep you 
for eternal life – out of His mouth into yours. And note 
how He doesn’t just give you bread alone. Rather He 
gives all of Himself, the Word made Flesh, His body in 
the bread and His blood in the wine, so that you might 
persevere and live! In this Meal – this Medicine of Im-
mortality – He joins you to Himself – encouraging, 
strengthening, and nourishing you. Out of your mouth 
then comes the Word He places inside you, your praise 
of His mercy and a pious “Amen.” Through all this – 

through what appears to be ordinary words, and every-
day water, bread and wine – God cleanses you from 
your sin and makes you worthy of receiving His gift of 
eternal life. 

That’s how your pastor is now able to stand before 
you holding up what appears as bread before your eyes. 
“Take and eat,” he says, “this is the true body of Christ. 
Take and drink, this is the very blood of Christ, given 
unto death for the forgiveness of your sin.” And hearing 
those words, you respond, saying: “Amen.” “It is true. 
It is good. It is for me. Thanks be to God that He loves 
me and has endured all things for me. He feeds me not 
with bread alone but with Himself. He makes me a holy 
Temple of His grace. He hasn’t forgotten me. He’s here 
attending and serving me. He is for me! Amen! Amen!” 

And this is what the devil doesn’t get – nor will he 
ever get it no matter how many times he observes it. 
This is who the Messiah is and how He desires to be 
known. He is anointed to be a Sacrifice, the Lamb God 
provides to make men His own. He’s caught up in His 
compassion and desire to have you. So He does it all – 
hungers in the desert, carries His cross to Golgotha, and 
is mocked by the soldiers – all of it for you. This is 
what it took to make you His own – His holy Incarna-
tion, His fasting and temptation, and His suffering, dy-
ing, and rising. You are now a royal priesthood, a Bride 
so beautiful and precious, that the Bridegroom of grace 
is willing to pay the dowry Himself in order to have 
you. 

His is the not the way of power and might. His way 
isn’t at all like the way of the imaginary gods designed 
by men. His is the way of weakness, substitution, and 
mercy. He is the Answer to what tempts and tortures 
you. Jesus, having suffered in your place, has now for-
given you all your sin – and it isn’t coming back! On 
that Day which is still coming, it will be revealed for all 
of creation to see that you are a child of God, well-
pleasing in His sight. What you may suffer now for a 
time isn’t even worthy of comparing with the glory that 
will be revealed in you on that Day. Behold, even now, 
you’re surrounded, and ministered to by angels. With 
them and the whole company of heaven we laud and 
magnify His glorious Name, the Name of peace into 
which you were Baptized – that Name in which you 
live, and move, and have your being, the name of Jesus! 
Amen.  

And now that peace of God, which passes all under-
standing, will keep your hearts and minds in that one 
true faith in Christ Jesus, unto life everlasting. Amen. 

 


