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In the name of the Father, and of † the Son, and of 

the Holy Spirit. Amen. Of all the Apostles, Peter was 

probably the one most often found with his foot firmly 

in his mouth. Certainly that’s what he was doing here in 

this morning’s Gospel. “Who do people say that I am?” 

Jesus asked His disciples. They answered saying that 

some thought He was John the Baptizer, others thought 

He was Elijah, while still others were convinced He 

was one of the prophets. “Enough of what other people 

think,” Jesus responded. “I want to know what you 

think. Who do you say that I am?” And that was when 

Peter spoke up, answering for them all, saying: “You 

are the Christ, the Son of the Living God – the long-

promised Messiah.” 

Remember now, Peter was a Jew. His people and 

nation had been waiting the arrival of this Messiah for 

many thousands of years! And although He hadn’t yet 

appeared, their hopes were still very high that it 

wouldn’t be much longer. They were expecting great 

things from this Messiah, so you can almost picture Pe-

ter standing there and listening to Jesus’ praises – per-

haps he was even tickled with himself because Jesus 

had finally recognized his “keen insight” and amazing 

wisdom. According to Jewish expectations, Messiah 

would be the One to destroy Israel’s enemies, restore 

the kingdom, and usher in a golden age of peace. Peter 

must have been thinking to himself. “This really is the 

Messiah! I’m the one who recognized Him. I can hardly 

wait to see all the marvelous things He’s going to do 

for me.” 

Almost immediately, however, Jesus burst Peter’s 

bubble. It was like He was saying to Peter: “I am the 

Messiah, all right, but I’m not the kind of Messiah 

you’ve been expecting. I’m the Messiah written of by 

Isaiah – the One who must still suffer many things – be 

rejected by the elders, chief priests and scribes – be 

killed, and, after three days, rise again.” “But that’s not 

what happens to God’s Messiah,” Peter thought, and 

then amazingly, began to take our Lord to task over 

what He had just said! Peter and Jesus had a totally dif-

ferent view of what Messiah should be and do. And 

though Peter was determined to impose his will on Je-

sus, He wasn’t about to let that happen. “Get behind 

me, Satan!” Jesus said to him, “You are not on the side 

of God, but of men.” Now we aren’t given Peter’s re-

sponse, but I have no doubt He was taken aback. 

In a manner of speaking this account frightens me 

just a little every time I read it – especially when I con-

sider how much you and I are like Peter. In spite of the 

fact that he had been with our Lord in training for near-

ly 3 years, he had forged an image of the Messiah out of 

his own hopes and dreams – and on almost every count 

he had been completely wrong. In our own day it’s not 

all that uncommon to hear Christians proclaiming as 

truth the very same kinds of errors Peter held. To hear 

some so-called “Christian” evangelists talk about the 

faith, it’s all about you – about what’s in it for you. If 

you only have enough faith, they say, then you will ex-

perience the power to accomplish God’s will in your 

life – all your infirmities and ailments will be taken 

care of – your financial needs will be met with abun-

dance and plenty – and countless other blessings will be 

showered down upon you one-hundred fold. According 

to them, if you just become “their kind” of Christian 

there will be all kinds of things in it for you! 

But, according to today’s Gospel, Jesus forthrightly 

rejected this “what’s-in-it-for-me” version of Christi-

anity. He rejected Peter’s erroneous understanding of 

what Messiah ought to be and look like. And may I say 

He will also reject any false notions of Christianity that 

might be dancing around in any of our heads! Although 

Jesus knew Peter’s words were nothing more than a 

reflection of a misplaced zeal to protect Him from suf-

fering, He also knew that for God’s plan of salvation to 

be carried out, Satan would have to be defeated. Jesus 

could not allow Peter nor his ignorance to stand in His 

way or derail Him from completing this task for you 

and me. 

Satan’s game is that He only wants you to be inter-

ested in Christianity because of what it can do for you – 

and isn’t that what he attempted to do in his temptation 

of Jesus? “Command these stones to become loaves!” – 

“Throw yourself down from the temple so the angels 

can bear you up on their wings!” – “Fall down and wor-

ship me, and all the kingdoms of the world and their 

glory shall be yours.” In other words, Satan was saying: 

“Look what’s in it for You.” And now – as our Lord’s 

cross and suffering were drawing ever closer – the 

temptation once again echoed in Peter’s words. “You 



 

don’t have to suffer,” Satan told Him. “Messiahs don’t 

suffer! You can have it all. There’s no need for You to 

go to the cross!” So Jesus again responded to Satan’s 

words – even though they were coming from the mouth 

of His friend – “Get behind Me, Satan! For you are not 

on the side of God, but of men.” And then Jesus pro-

ceeded to lay out what He expected from His followers 

– both then and now. 

“What’s in it for me?” Peter asked – though silently. 

And Jesus replied – not only to Peter, but also to us: “If 

any one would come after Me, he must deny himself, 

take up his cross and follow Me.” What’s in it for me?” 

Peter asked. And because you and I often ask the same 

question, Jesus responds: “Whoever would save his life 

will lose it; and whoever loses his life for My sake will 

find it.” Whenever you want to know what’s in it for 

you, our Lord reminds you that in Baptism He has al-

ready issued a call for you to serve Him – oftentimes in 

suffering – and that, dear Christian, that is what’s in it 

for you! 

So now you and I are faced with a similar tempta-

tion. We hear two voices calling out to us. One promis-

es that in following Jesus our human suffering will be 

miraculously brought to an end in a cross-less version 

of Christianity where all the needs and wants of life 

will be met abundantly. But the other voice – the voice 

of our Savior – is calling us to take up the cross and 

follow Him in a life of suffering for the sake of the 

Gospel. Which voice will you heed? Be careful how 

you answer, because truth be known, no matter what 

answer comes out of your lips, inside you will still want 

to know what’s in it for you – and you might even find 

yourself acting on the basis of how well you like the 

answer you receive. 

That’s really the primary, all-important question, 

isn’t it – “What’s in it for me?” Why, after all, should 

anyone want to follow a suffering Messiah – especially 

when our society and culture teach that what we really 

need is to look out for number one? But when you do 

that – when you’re always looking for new ways to put 

yourself in first place and move to the head of the line – 

you’re denying the very ground of our creation. In the 

book of Genesis we learn that God made Eve for Adam 

because it wasn’t good for Adam to be alone. He need-

ed a helpmate to live with him in this world. In similar 

fashion, God has also placed you and me here so that 

together we might live in fellowship both with Him and 

one another. Like Adam, God didn’t create you to live 

only for yourself, but in concert with others. So, when 

you put your own needs before the needs of others, 

you’re not only sinning against God, but against His 

entire creation. 

To mold your life around the question: “What’s in it 

for me?” is to live the life of a sinner – which, of 

course, is what we all are by nature. And while Jesus 

has indeed called out for us sinners to repent, take up 

our crosses and follow Him, that’s much easier said 

than done – and there isn’t a man, woman or child liv-

ing today – nor has there ever been one – who has been 

able to accomplish this. The Good News in God’s call, 

however, is that Jesus has already walked this way of 

life ahead of and for us. As a child of God in Christ, 

when you live your life for others you never walk alone. 

When as a Christian you focus your life and living not 

only yourself, but also on the needs of others – you’re 

walking the same path Jesus walked. His suffering is 

the suffering you enter into. His pain is the pain you 

also endure – His cross is the cross you carry – His 

death is the death you die – and, finally, triumphantly, 

His resurrection is also your resurrection. When you 

lose your life in the wounds of the Savior, what you 

find is that you were never lost at all – for in losing this 

earthly life, God has promised that you will receive His 

gift of eternal life, forgiveness, and the never-ending 

blessings of heaven. 

“What’s in it for me?” That seems to be the endless 

daily question about how you and I are to live a life of 

faith here in this world as God’s dear children. Some 

would answer this question by offering up a version of 

Christianity that focuses primarily on one’s own gain – 

a gain which, by the way, is promised emptily – a gain 

which supposedly has no chance of suffering loss. 

Some others would answer by offering up a victory 

which has no cross. And while it’s admittedly tempting 

to reach out for this cross-less version of the faith when 

temptation comes your way, it’s comforting to know 

that you need only repeat the words our Lord here 

spoke to St. Peter: “Get behind me, Satan!” and he will 

flee with his tail between his legs. 

With those words our Lord turns our questions and 

expectations of life completely upside down and topsy-

turvy. Through His Only Begotten Son God has freely 

offered to you His own personal victory, so that when 

you take up your cross and follow Him, instead of death 

God will give you life – for when you lose your life for 

the sake of the Gospel, you’ll actually find your life. 

And when you give away everything you have in ser-

vice to Him, God will leave you with everything you 

need for this faith and life. In Christ, when you lose it 

all, you gain everything. And when you die in the Lord, 

God raises you up to live with Him forever. That, dear 

friends, that is what’s in Christianity for you! And that 

is all you will ever need. Amen. 


