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Eight False Assumptions About Christianity 

very different claims and as-
sumptions about reality. There 
may be superficial agreement 
about the Golden Rule, but the 
gospel of the triune God cate-
gorically separates the faith of 
Christianity from all other relig-
ions. 

Jesus never really existed. 

While the news media often re-
ports the proposition that belief 
in Je- sus' 
his-

torical ex-
istence is inde-

fensible, most scholars today 
disagree. Jesus' existence is one 
of the most well-attested facts 
available to us. Hostile wit-
nesses attest to his life and 
death, and His life recorded in 
the Gospels is the best explana-
tion available to us about who 
he was and what he did. 

Science disproves Christianity. 

Historically, Christianity has of-
ten led the way in scientific ad-
vancement. Many leading scien-
tists today believe in a cosmol-
ogy that is much more open to 
intelligent design and creation 
than most pundits assume. Sci-
ence has not found evidence pre-
cluding the belief in God, mira-
cles, or the resurrection of Jesus. 
Such fields are outside the com-
petence of science and its meth-
odology. 

The Bible is based on myths. 

History is integral to the Chris-
tian faith. The Apostle Paul, 
who wrote more than half of 
the New Testament, grounds 
faith in eyewitness testimony 
and verifiable events (I Cor. 
15). If these things are myths 
and fables, Christianity is not 
useful or good. The tone and 
tenor of the Scriptures are cate-
gorically different from that of 
Greek myths or Aesop's Fables. 

All Religions teach same thing. 

Many people today attempt to 
dismantle the claims of religion 
before they even hear them by 
asserting (not arguing) that all 
religions teach the same thing. 
In truth, each religion makes 

There are no miracles. 

To assume miracles cannot hap-
pen because they do not do so 
normally is not itself an argu-
ment. Rather, most people take 
their personal experience as the 
normative basis for judging past 
events. This subjective view of 
what is possible does not allow 
for normal historical events to 
transpire, let alone miraculous 
ones. If a person honestly looks 

at historical evidence, the 
question has to remain an 
open possibility. 

Existence of evil precludes a 

good God. 

Only the God of Scripture allows 
evil to be a problem in the first 
place. If evil exists, it presumes 
an original goodness and liberty 
that makes such a choice evil. 
The problem of evil is actually 
an argument for Christianity. 
Evil as a choice that has real con-
sequences cannot be accounted 
for without God. Many wrongly 
assume that if God is good there 
should no be evil in the world. 
And yet, this assumes that as fi-
nite creatures we could know 
God's purposes. If such a God 
exists, there are likely reasons 
He allows evil that we cannot 
fully comprehend. 
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Christianity is irrational and 

unreasonable. 

Faith is often wrongly perceived 
as a leap in the dark, irrational, 
and imaginary. Yet, historically, 
Christianity has seen three as-
pects of faith: knowledge, as-
sent, and trust. Faith is based 
upon actual historical events 
that are rational explanations of 
reality. Faith assents to the reli-
ability of the speaking God. 
These explanations may not be 
seen by the naked eye, but that 
does not mean they are irra-
tional. Rather, the revelation of 
Scripture reveals a rational, and 
more importantly, a good God 
who is at work saving sinners. 

There is no evidence for the res-
urrection. 

Many people wrongly assume 
there is no real evidence for the 
resurrection of Jesus. Yet, this is 
incorrect. The women who 
found an empty tomb attested to 
the resurrection of Christ. Hun-
dreds of witnesses around Jeru-
salem saw the resurrected Lord 
and could be questioned. Hostile 
authorities among the Jews and 
Romans attested to his empty 
tomb and miracles. According to 
many scholars, the Gospel ac-
counts remain the best explana-
tion of the empty tomb, the 
transformation of the Apostles, 
and the existence of the early 
Church. 

Obviously this is just a surface 
analysis of this issue, but these 
are 8 very common objections 
people use in rejecting the 
Christian faith. We who are 
Christians should at least be 

aware of this issues so that as 
God gives us opportunity we 
can confidently confess our faith 
in Christ as the only Savior of 
sinners and the only Hope for 
fallen mankind. 

This article was taken from the website: 

CCC Discover. 

Birthdays 
Carolyn Paterson .................  6/3 
Samuel Goodroad  ...............  6/3 
Alec Walworth  ...................  6/3 
Riley Lisec  ..........................  6/3 
Lilly Wornson  ....................  6/4 
Samuel Wornson  ................  6/4 
Alexandria Fairhurst  ...........  6/4 
Jim Wornson  ......................  6/6 
Carson Schmidt  ..................  6/8 
Andrea Martinez  ...............  6/10 
Mark Fairhurst  ..................  6/11 
Emily Wiley  .....................  6/14 
Larry Goodroad  ................  6/15 
Carol Diaz  ........................  6/17 
Kelly Schmidt  ...................  6/17 
Amy Martinez  ..................  6/17 
Melvin Altis  ......................  6/18 
Karen Hargrave  ................  6/22 
Bobbie Suter  .....................  6/22 
Allyson Abend  ..................  6/22 
Pat Feldkamp  ....................  6/23 
Sandy Walworth  ...............  6/23 
Samantha Slawson  ...........  6/26 
Jackson Ohlman  ...............  6/26 
Kimberly Murphy  .............  6/27 
June Ramer  .......................  6/27 
Jim Hargrave  ....................  6/30 
Carl Wilson  ........................  7/2 
Andy Fairhurst  ....................  7/4 
Mary Wornson  ....................  7/5 
Dawn Riley  .........................  7/6 

Baptisms 
Ginger Cuba  .......................  6/1 
Charlene Henke  ..................  6/3 
Ardyth Stone  ......................  6/6 

Brock Stout  ....................... 6/13 
Jamie Luppes  .................... 6/19 
Adyline Christensen  ......... 6/22 
Lilly Wornson  ................... 6/27 
Samuel Wornson  ............... 6/27 
Mark Fairhurst  .................. 6/28 
Andrea Martinez  ............... 6/28 
Karen Wersinger  ............... 6/29 
Bob Howard  ........................ 7/1 
Jackson Ohlman  .................. 7/3 
Jensen Mayes  ...................... 7/5 
Alexandria Fairhurst  ........... 7/8 
Carson Schmidt  ................. 7/10 

Anniversaries 
Andy & Michelle Fairhurst 

6/7/2008 

Bob & Marlo Howard 
6/12/1964 

Jim & Kris Wornson 
6/13/1998 

Larry & Kari Goodroad 
6/14/1980 

Thomas & Marlyse Goodroad 
6/25/2016 

Fred & Sandy Walworth 
6/27/1981 

John & Jamie Luppes 
7/1/2006 

Curtis & Gwen Mayes 
7/2/1989 

Terry & Mary Ellett 
7/4/1997 

Steve & Adyline Christensen 
7/11/1965 

Tony & Ellen Propst 

7/11/1987 

Elders 
Vic Edwards 

Larry Goodroad 
Ken Meier 

Dallas Hoffman 
Peter Korondi 
Bill Moore, Jr. 
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Acolytes 
June 7  ............. Ben Starkebaum 
June 11  .............  Andrew Swain 
June 18  ...............  Joe Goodroad 
June 25  ...............  Colton Harris 
July 2  .............. Conner Jackson 
July 9  ..............  Simon Korondi 
July 16  ........... Ben Starkebaum 
July 23  .............  Andrew Swain 
July 30  ...............  Joe Goodroad 

Ushers 
June 4 

Nelson Hayes, Curt Henke 
June 11 

Norm Sowell, Curt Henke 
June 18 

Mike Jackson, Norm Sowell 
June 25 

Dallas Hoffman, Mike Jackson 
July 2 & 9 

Pete Korondi, Tony Alshouse 
July 16 & 23 

John Luppes, Bob Marchert 
July 30 

Don & Scott Mayes 

Greeters 
June 4 

John & Carol Diaz 
June 11 

Mary Ellett, Penny Harris 
June 18 

Andy & Michelle Fairhurst 
June 21 

Mark & Donna Fairhurst 
July 2 

Dan & Emily Goodroad 
July 9 

Larry & Kari Goodroad 
July 16 

Sam & Dana Goodroad 
July 23 

Jim & Karen Hargrave 
July 30 

Bob & Dawn Marchert 

Altar Guild 
June 4 & July 2 

Pat Owens, Mary Ellett 
June 11 & July 9 

D. Korondi, K. Goodroad 
June 18 & July 16 

Dee Hoffman, Leslie Young 
July 23 

June Ramer, Dawn Riley 
June 25 & July 30 

McCubbin & Clemens 

Sunday Bible Studies 
During the Sundays leading up 
to Reformation our Sunday 
morning Bible Study will be 
looking at the "Faces of the Ref-
ormation" – that is, examining 
the lives and influence of some 
of the people who were involved 
in the Reformation. We will be 
looking at a different face each 
Sunday, including Luther's wife, 
Katharina Von Bora, Jan Hus, 
Pope Leo X, Frederick the Wise, 
and many others. Won't you 
consider joining us? 

It Is To Laugh 
A new take on the Fifth Com-

mandment: 

A Sunday school teacher was 
teaching the Ten Command-

ments to 
her five 
and six 
year olds. 
After ex-
plaining 
the com-
mand-
ment to 

"honor thy father and thy 
mother," she asked, "Is there a 

Commandment that teaches us 
how to treat our brothers and 
sisters?" One little boy shouted, 
"Thou shall not kill." 

Fix It Gang 
The Fix It Gang, better known 
as the doughnut hole gang, be-
gan as a group of Church volun-
teers to upgrade and repair the 
Church and it's properties. We 
meet every Tuesday at Church 
at 9:00 AM. We have made ma-
jor repairs to the Church such as 
the Chancel lighting to taking 
inventory of the storage areas. 
Where it is possible, we put in 
LED lighting fixtures to reduce 
lighting expense and have put in 
exit lighting where needed. 
Every week we make progress, 
sometimes just a little – or a 
lot –. some of which the congre-
gation does not see and some 
that is noticed by everyone. Our 
work is based on I Corinthians 
15:58, "Always give yourselves 
fully to the work of the Lord be-
cause you know that your labor 
in the Lord is not in vain." 

Reformation Hymn Fest 
The North Kansas City Circuit 
has been meeting with the cen-
tral and south Circuits of Kansas 
City to formulate plans for a 
"Hymn Festival" celebrating our 
Lutheran heritage and acknowl-
edging the 500th anniversary of 
the Lutheran Reformation. The 
event will be Sunday, October 
15 at 7:30 p.m. at Helzberg Hall 
in the Kauffmann Center for 
Performing Arts in downtown 
Kansas City and will be entitled: 



Trinity Lutheran Church Newsletter                                                       June, 2017 – Page 4 

"We Sing the Faith." This event 
will include organ preludes, 
choir introit, call to worship 
(three hymns between congrega-
tional responses), prayers, then 
hymns and brief Luther readings 
selected to highlight the teach-
ings of Luther's Small Cate-
chism (Creation; Redemption – 
including Advent, Christmas, 
Lent, and Easter hymns; Sancti-
fication), Hymn of the Day (A 
Mighty Fortress), choral num-
ber, closing prayers and hymn. 
A freewill offering will be gath-
ered to go to missions. 

We hope to recruit a Mass Choir 
including Kansas City area con-
gregations from Missouri and 
Kansas. We don't know how 
many group rehearsals are pos-
sible yet, but we know that one 
will be Sunday afternoon in the 
Kaufmann Center itself, prior to 
the performance. The Choir Di-
rector will select the arrange-
ments to be used. Adult Choirs 
will be asked to purchase the 
music and begin rehearsing it 
prior to mass rehearsal. There is 
also some interest in a children's 
choir as well. More information 
on this will follow as it becomes 
available.  

Tickets are not yet available, but 
this will likely happen sometime 
in June. There will only be a to-

tal of 1600 tickets available, and 
those who are interested in at-
tending will be able to get them 
online (for free), through the 
Kaufmann Center website. Park-
ing can be purchased online at 
the time you reserve your tickets 
at a cost of $8.00 per car. Street 
parking will also be available, 
first come, first serve. Watch for 
more announcements shortly. 

LWML Meeting 
April 10, 2017 Meeting 

Call to Order: Janet Miller, 
President 

Opening Hymn: "Glory Be to 
Jesus" 

Opening Prayer: The business 
meeting was opened with prayer 
led by Pastor Newman and the 
LWML pledge was recited. 

Attendance: Janis Bozarth, Dee 
Hoffman, Joyce Lehning, June 
Lueckert, Janet Miller, Kay 
Sowell, Marlo Howard, Pastor 
Newman 

Minutes: March meeting min-
utes were read and approved. 

Correspondence: A thank you 
was received from Lutheran 
Women in Missions for our do-
nation of $75 toward 75th Anni-
versary. LAMP request for $100 
to be used to send children to 
VBS was received. This request 
was tabled. A donor survey 
from LWML was read and filled 
out by Janet Miller with mem-
bers contributing to survey. 

Treasurer's Report: Balance as 
of 4/10 was $387.15. 

No Mission Grant Story was 
read. 

Quilting Report: No report. 

Unfinished Business: Thank 
you to members for service at 
Confirmation Sunday. It was an-
nounced that we hit $2 million 
mite goal. 

New Business: Fall Rally will 
be November 4 at Trinity Lu-
theran. Registration will be 9:00 
to 9:30. Board meeting will be 
held the same day at 8:30. Marlo 
will get more information on 
gospel outreach speaker. More 
information to come. Pastor will 
get more information on city 
wide 500th Anniversary of Lu-
theran Church to be held at 
Kauffman Center on August 15. 
A gift of appreciation for Di-
anne Mischlich will be tabled 
until May meeting. 

Our next business meeting will 
be Monday, May 8, with Dee 
Hoffman as hostess. Happy 
Birthday! To Kay Sowell and 
Janet Miller 

Third Sunday Treats: 5/21, 
Penny, Janet, Diane; 6/18, 
Marlo, Dee, Janis; 7/16, Diane, 
June, Janet 

The business meeting was ad-
journed with the Lord's Prayer 
and prayer requests led by Pas-
tor Newman. 

A devotion was led by Pastor 
Newman entitled "Being Spiri-
tual and Not Religious" taken 
from The New Lutheran Wit-
ness. 

Refreshments were served by 
Marlo Howard. 

Respectfully submitted,  
Janis Bozarth, Secretary 
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May 8, 2017 Meeting 

Call to Order: Janet Miller, 
President 

Opening Hymn: "Praise to the 
Lord, the Almighty" 

Opening Prayer: The business 
meeting was opened with prayer 
led by Pastor Newman and the 
LWML pledge was recited. 

Attendance: Janis Bozarth, Dee 
Hoffman, Joyce Lehning, June 
Lueckert, Janet Miller, Kay 
Sowell, Marlo Howard, Pastor 
Newman, Penny Harris, Diane 
Schmidt, Doris Mann, Mary 
Wornson 

Minutes: April meeting minutes 
were read and approved with 
one correction. It was an-
nounced that we hit $2 million 
mite goal on a national level. 

Correspondence: A Ronald 
McDonald House brochure was 
shared. A thank you was re-
ceived from LCMS Joint Semi-
nary Fund for contribution. 

Treasurer's Report: Balance as 
of 5/8 was $387.15. 

Mission Grant Story: Mission 
Grant Story, "Children of God", 
was read by June Lueckert. 

Quilting Report: 2 Casserole 
carriers were delivered. Senior 
quilts will be presented after the 
Divine  

Service on Sunday, May 14. 

Unfinished Business: No elec-
tion of offices will be held and 
all current officers will be re-
tained. Marlo Howard will go 
forward with a thank you gift 
for Dianne Mischlich for her 
service in making senior quilts. 

New Business: Secretary will 
research handouts for Fall Rally. 
Discussion was had regarding 
Fall Rally program. 2017 Mis-
sion Grants for the ballot in Al-
buquerque LWML Projects 
were read. All members will re-
spond with their preferences by 
June 1. Ronald McDonald 
House volunteer day will be 
May 18 at Cherry House. 

Our next business meeting will 
be Monday, June 12, with Penny 
Harris as hostess. Happy Birth-
day to Dee Hoffman on June 8. 

Third Sunday Treats: 6/18: 
Marlo, Dee, Janis; 7/16: Diane, 
June, Janet; 8/20: Mary, Kay, 
Janis. 

The business meeting was ad-
journed with the Lord's Prayer 
and prayer requests led by Pas-
tor Newman. 

A devotion was led by Pastor 
Newman which was a question 
and answer on Martin Luther, 
the Lutheran Reformation and 
how we, as God's children, prac-
tice our faith. 

Refreshments were served by 
Dee Hoffman. 

Respectfully submitted,  
Janis Bozarth, Secretary 

The Difference Between 
Faith & Hope 

Therefore faith and hope differ 
first in their subjects, because 
faith is in the intellect and hope 
is in the will; yet they cannot be 
separated in fact, just as the two 
cherubim of the mercy seat can-
not be separated (Ex. 25:19). In 
the second place, they differ in 

their function; for faith com-
mands and directs the intellect, 
though not apart from the will, 
and teaches what must be be-
lieved. Therefore faith is teach-
ing or knowledge. Hope is ex-
hortation, because it arouses the 
mind to be brave and resolute, 
so that it dares, endures, and 
lasts in the midst of evils and 
looks for better things. Further-
more, faith is a theologian and a 
judge, battling against errors and 
heresies, and judging spirits and 
doctrines. On the other hand, 
hope is a captain, battling 
against feelings such as tribula-
tion, the cross, impatience, sad-
ness, faintheartedness, despair, 
and blasphemy; and it battles 
with joy and courage, etc., in 
opposition to those great evils. 
Finally, they differ in their ob-
jects. As its object faith has 
truth, and it teaches us to cling 
to this surely and firmly; it looks 
to the word of the object, that is, 
to the promise. Hope has good-
ness as its object; and it looks to 
the object of the word, that is, to 
the thing promised or the things 
to be hoped for, which faith has 
ordered us to accept. (by Martin 
Luther, from his greater Gala-
tians commentary). 

Trinity Care Group 
Do you need assistance because 
of illness, birth of a baby, death, 
hospitalization, etc.? Trinity 
Care Group can help. We would 
be happy to arrange for provid-
ing meals, doing errands, visit-
ing with the family, etc. Please 
contact Dee Hoffman at 320-
2490. 
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Board of Directors 
April 10, 2017 Meeting 

Members present: Connie 
Brammeier, Tim Brammeier, 
Mark Fairhurst, Michelle Fair-
hurst, Nelson Hayes, Dee Hoff-
man, Bob Marchert, Pastor, and 
Norm Sowell. 

Tim called the meeting to order. 
Pastor opened with prayer and 
continued our study on the 
Augsburg Confession.  

Pastor: Simon Korondi, Caro-
lyn Mayes, Grace Schroder, Ben 
Starkebaum, and Andrew Swain 
were confirmed on April 9th. 

VP: Nothing to report 

Treasurer: Connie cancelled 
the second phone line. Mark 
moved we receive the report, 
Nelson seconded. 

Elders: N/A 

Properties: Tuck pointing, in-
spections, and outlets in the 
choir loft are all complete. Pro-
jects that are in process include 
reinforcement of the shed door, 
repair of the railing, and security 
camera installation. 

Evangelism: The Evangelism 
Committee will be meeting this 
month. An item of discussion 
will be the St Stephens Commu-
nity Workday. 

Education: Curriculum has 
been ordered but Michelle is 
looked for a less expensive op-
tion. VBS is scheduled for the 
second week of July. Reforma-
tion Walk curriculum may be 
used for Summer Sunday 
School. 

Stewardship: Nothing the re-

port. 

Youth: The Easter breakfast is 
coming up as well as a laser tag 
outing. Bible studies will begin 
soon to prepare for the Higher 
Things trip. 

Public Relations: N/A 

Planning: N/A 

Services: There are three wed-
ding coming up. 

Unfinished Business: We are 
still looking for volunteers to 
perform an audit. 

New Business: None 

Norm moved we adjourn, Mark 
seconded. Pastor closed with the 
Lord's Prayer. 

Respectively submitted, 
Emily Goodroad 

* * *  
May 8, 2017 Meeting 

Members present: Connie 
Brammeier, Tim Brammeier, 
Mark Fairhurst, Michelle Fair-
hurst, Nelson Hayes, Norm 
Sowell, Bob Marchert, Dee 
Hoffman and Pastor. 

Tim called the meeting to order. 
Pastor opened with prayer and 
continued our study on the 
Augsburg Confession, Free 
Will. 

Minutes of last meeting: Mark 
made a motion to amend min-
utes to read discussed cancella-
tion of second phone line, Nel-
son seconded. Connie moved to 
accept minutes with change, 
seconded by Mark. 

Pastor: No changes in member-
ship. 

VP: Nothing to report. 

Treasurer: Connie has not 
made contributions to the three 
schools; NLA, Lutheran High 
and the Seminary yet. Mark 
moved to receive report , Nelson 
seconded. 

Elders: N/A 

Properties: Two lights, gifts to 
Pastor, have been installed and 
are GREAT. Air conditioners 
were cleaned. Working on sign, 
removing "preschool", TLC in-
formation, need electricity for 
lights, possibly move roses, 
need to talk to June regarding 
change. Getting solar lights for 
sign. Overhead sprinklers have 
been taken care of. Shed door 
secured with chains to secure 
mower inside. Waiting to install 
security system for entrances 
until legal document/policy for 
release of data is obtained and 
presented to board for approval. 

Evangelism: No new report. 

Education: Have Reformation 
Walk curriculum to use for 
Summer Sunday School, cost 
was $40, donated by Andy and 
Michelle. Will discuss VBS is 
second week in July. Found 
pamphlets/flyers, not sure if 
they can be used or if needed 
any longer. Painting and repairs 
are needed, Norm suggested 
work be done after VBS and be-
fore fall Sunday School starts. 
Another dehumidifier is needed. 
TV in youth lounge may be dis-
carded. Michelle requested 
some door locks be added. 

Stewardship: No report. 
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Youth: Meeting next Sunday to 
discuss travel arrangements for 
Higher Things trip and also 
planning for baseball game 
event. 

Public Relations: N/A 

Planning: N/A 

Services: Nothing to report. 

Unfinished Business: Nothing 
to report regarding audit. 

New Business: Received re-
quest from Ellen Propst for use 
of Fellowship Hall on June 3rd 
and July 21st. Shower and wed-
ding for Kayla. Also received a 
request for use of Church and 
Fellowship Hall on June 24th by 
non-member, Pastor Scharff, for 
wedding, their church is having 
work done. Motion to allow 
non-member use by Norm and 
seconded by Nelson.  

Pastor brought the contents of 
Safety Deposit Box from bank 
to discuss continuing with box 
rental or what/where to keep 
contents. Decision to keep 
Safety Deposit Box.  

Mark moved for adjournment, 
Michelle seconded. Pastor 
closed with prayer. 

Respectively submitted,  

Emily Goodroad, Secretary by 
(Dee Hoffman) 

Top of the Hill 
The group will meet on Tues-
day, June 13, at 11:30 AM at 
church for a lunch of casseroles, 
birthday cake and ice cream! 
Please come and enjoy fellow-
ship and games after lunch. 

On Having A Personal 

Relationship With Jesus 
The following is a thought pro-
voking article from the online 
blog of Chad Bird, www.
chadbird.com . . . 

We talk about having personal 
things. We employ a personal 
trainer to help us shed pounds 
and get that coveted beach body. 
We open a personal bank ac-
count to manage our finances. 
And, please, keep your hands 
off our personal property and 
your eyes out of our personal di-
ary. 

Christians, especially Evangeli-
cals, import this language into 
their faith as well. We talk about 
having a personal relationship 
with Jesus. Or working on our 
personal relationship with him. 
Or desiring that relationship to 
grow, to deepen, to become 
more intimate. 

Here's the thing: Christianity is 
not about a personal relationship 
with Jesus. The phrase is never 
found in the Bible. And the 
whole Biblical witness runs con-
trary to it. 

Our life with Christ is commu-
nal, not personal or private or 
individual. When the Scriptures 
speak of believers, they are part 
of a community, a fellowship of 
other believers. 

Christianity is about a 
personal relationship 

with Jesus. 
I know this runs contrary to 
what many modern believers 
think and even desire. In an age 
when we are more isolated than 

ever, when our worlds often 
shrink to the size of a phone 
screen, talk of community 
sounds like a radical departure 
from the norm. It is. But the 
norm of the Christian faith is not 
isolated believers, little islands 
of spirituality, but a continent of 
Christians banded together by 
the Spirit. 

We are Baptized into one body, 
the body of Jesus. Our so-called 
personal relationship with Jesus 
is indeed with His person – His 
body of which all other believ-
ers are a part. Fingers don't have 
a relationship with Jesus apart 
from the hand, the hand from 
the arm, the arm from the shoul-
der, and so on. 

Even when we pray, we pray 
communally. Indeed, the only 
prayer Jesus taught us to pray 
begins, "Our Father," not "My 
Father." No one ever prays 
alone. We pray in Jesus, through 
the Spirit, to the Father, in a vast 
concert with all other believers. 
Me-and-Jesus prayers are im-
possible. There are only us-and-
Jesus prayers – "us" being that 
innumerable throng of saints 
from the foundation of the world 
until now, whose unheard voices 
join ours in an ongoing prayer to 
our Father. 

When we read the Bible, we 
read communally. Think about 
it. The Bible you read – the 
book itself – is a communal 
product. Translated, printed, 
bound, and sold not by us per-
sonally but by others. We read, 
often unconsciously, with the 
voices of preachers, teachers, 
and parents from over the years 
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guiding our knowledge, assump-
tions, and beliefs. And, ideally, 
we read the Scriptures with oth-
ers. In groups, in classes, with 
an eye to the wisdom of the past 
and the voices of brothers and 
sisters studying it with us. 

Above all, however, Jesus calls 
us into a living, active, worship-
ing community that regularly 
gathers around his gifts. We are 
washed into his body on the 
stream of baptism. We eat the 
communal meal of His body and 
blood. We sing together, pray 
together, confess together, 
grieve and heal and eventually 
die together. He gives us pas-
tors. He gives us brothers and 
sisters in the faith. He gives us 
children to teach, elders to emu-
late, and even less-than-likable 
people to love as those for 
whom Christ died. 

Christianity is not a solo en-
deavor. Not a private relation-
ship between Jesus and me. As 
the Lord formed Israel in the 
Old Testament as His people, 
forged together into a body by 
his covenant, so He has formed 
the Church in the New Testa-
ment as His people, washed to-
gether into a body by Baptism. 

Thank God it is this way. 
Heaven forbid that I should have 
a personal relationship with Je-
sus. For I know what would 
happen: I would end up, in my 
mind, reshaping my personal Je-
sus into a strikingly familiar im-
age: the image of me. 

As it is, Jesus is reshaping us 
into his image, in the Church, 

surrounded by others, all of 
whom together, communally, 
are the one body of Christ. 

Thank You 

Dear Trinity Lutheran, 

Thank you for your generous 
donation to the seminary food 
bank. My husband and I greatly 
appreciate your giving heart. 
God continues to bless us on 
this amazing journey. The food 
bank is a wonderful opportunity 
for seminary families to stay 
healthy and hydrated. Thanks 
again! – God Bless, Nathan and 
Mariah Abel 

* * *  
Dear Saints at Trinity Lutheran 
Church, 

Thank you for your gift of $810 
that we received in May for our 
General Fund at Concordia 
Theological Seminary in Fort 
Wayne. Your faithful giving of 
$810 per quarter this past year is 
greatly appreciated. For this 
next academic year 2017-2018, 
the Seminary is able to increase 
the average student tuition aid 
from 60% to 70% for our pas-
toral and deaconess students. 
Your gifts are an important part 
of this overall increase in our 
Student Aid program. The Lord 
Jesus continue to strengthen you 
in the faith this coming year. 
Rev. Mark Steiner 

Family Fellowship 
The group will have a cook out 
at Scott & Lacey Mayes home 
on June 17 beginning at 5:00. 
We'll go fishing after. 

Rod & Gun Club 
On Sunday, June 4th, the 
monthly meeting of the Trinity 
Rod and Gun Club met in the 
fellowship hall. We enjoyed a 
lunch of pork steaks and other 
side dishes. The steaks were 
cooked by Andy Fairhurst and 
Melvin Altis made the prepara-
tions. 

Following lunch Melvin Altis 
gave an informative presentation 
on home gun safety. Melvin re-
ported that he has contacted a 
qualified instructor who is will-
ing to conduct a concealed carry 
class in the near future. Anyone 
who might be interested in at-
tending should indicate their in-
terest by signing the sheet on the 
Kiosk upstairs or by calling 
Melvin. 


