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How Often Should a Christian Partake of the Lord’s Supper? 

do I need the forgiveness of 
sins?” I suspect your answer 
would be that you need it minute 
by minute if you’re going to be 
honest. And, I would suggest, 
that the answer to that question 
ought to be the chief considera-
tion when trying to answer the 
question regarding how 
often you ought to 
receive the 
Lord’s Sup-
per. 

In the 
Small 
Catechism 
Martin Luther 
wrote that when 
a Christian is 
rightly instructed 
about his great need 
for the Sacrament (and 
about what Christ gives 
through it) he “will not 
need to be forced by the 
Law to 
receive it, 
but will 
rather come run-
ning in a hurry to the Lord’s Ta-
ble {to receive what is there be-
ing offered}.” 

To be sure, this all seems quite 
simple. But then why is it then 
that more and more Christians 
aren’t receiving this gift when 
it’s being offered here every 
week? What follows are some 

Our Lord certainly commanded 
Christians to partake of His Supper 
when He said, “Do this.” But with 
regard to the question of how often 
they should “do this,” our Lord’s 
words are not so plain. There is no 
Bible passage saying, “Thou shalt 
partake of Holy Communion every 
Sunday” (although Luther and the 
Reformers following him certainly 
thought this was a good idea). 

Perhaps the word want is more 
helpful than the word should – 
even as the word gift  is more help-
ful than the word law. Perhaps it 
would be better if we were to ask, 
“How often would a Christian want 
to partake of the Supper if he better 
appreciated it? And when would a 
Christian not want to partake of it 
if she better understood it as God’s 
gift?” 

That is precisely what the Lord’s 
Supper is, you know – a gift from 
God through which He gives the 
forgiveness of sins, life and salva-
tion – and through which He keeps 
His children in union with Him and 
His body, the Church. A gift is 
something which is to be received 
with thanksgiving no matter how 
often – and no matter in how many 
different ways, the giver wants to 
give it. And this is most especially 
true when the Giver is God who 
wants only to do and to give the 
best things to His children. If you 
were to ask yourself: “How often 

reasons commonly given for this – 
followed by a brief response. 

1. I don’t need the Lord’s Supper. 
R: Do you keep God’s Law per-
fectly? None of us comes even 
close. Therefore we are all sinners 
who are in constant need of for-
giveness. And, since forgiveness 

is what the Lord’s Supper is 
all about, we all need to re-
ceive it as often as possi-

ble. 

2. I already know that 
I’m forgiven. Commun-

ion doesn’t give me 
anything that I don’t al-
ready know or can’t re-
ceive elsewhere. R: God 

has only promised to work 
through the Means of Grace 

(His Word, Baptism, and Holy 
Communion). That is how God 
has chosen to distribute the for-
giveness He earned for us all upon 

the cross. How often 
is too often to re-
ceive this amazing 

gift in however many 
different ways God chooses to 

give it? 

3. If I receive it too often it won’t 
be special. R: The word special is 
a word that centers on your feel-
ings. The blessings of the Sacra-
ment ought not to be based on 
feelings, but only on God’s prom-
ise. No matter how a person might 
feel emotionally when he receives 
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God’s gifts, he is nonetheless just 
as forgiven. 

4. I’m not prepared. R: Often we 
think of preparation as being a cer-
tain list of things we must do to be 
worthy. But the Small Catechism 
says, “he is truly worthy and well-
prepared who has faith in these 
words, ‘given and shed for you.’” 
Faith alone is what makes a person 
worthy and prepared. And, of 
course, faith involves repentance. 
Through Confession we have op-
portunity to repent of our sins, and 
through Holy Absolution God’s 
Word restores us again to faith. 
This makes us prepared. 

5. There’s a personal situation in 
my life that prevents me from com-
muning. R: This is a valid concern. 
That’s why you have a pastor. To 
be sure, your pastor is always 
available to listen to your concerns, 
to hear your confession, and to 
help you deal with them in a God-
pleasing way through repentance 
and faith. 

6. Communion takes too long. R: 
Many churches commune huge 
crowds each week. Even when we 
have a large crowd on Sunday 
mornings it never adds more than 
15 minutes to the service time! 
And really, can we not take some 
extra time out of our busy sched-
ules to receive that thing which we 
need more than anything else? 

The bottom line to all of this is the 
reality that each and every Lord’s 
day we need to come to God’s 
house because we find ourselves in 
a desperate situation and with a 
great need – sin and its damning 
effects. Christ invites us into His 
presence and wants to give healing 
and forgiveness for that sin to each 
of us. Each week the table is set 
and waiting for you. Won’t you be 
there? 

Birthdays 
Samuel Goodroad  .................... 6/3 
Alec Walworth  ........................ 6/3 
Lilly Wornson  ......................... 6/4 
Samuel Wornson  ..................... 6/4 
Alexandria Fairhurst  ............... 6/4 
Dianne Mischlich  .................... 6/6 
Jim Wornson  ........................... 6/6 
Carson Schmidt  ....................... 6/8 
Tyler Walworth  ....................... 6/9 
Steve Harms ........................... 6/10 
Andrea Martinez  ................... 6/10 
Mark Fairhurst  ...................... 6/11 
Emily Augur  .......................... 6/14 
Larry Goodroad  ..................... 6/15 
Carol Diaz  ............................. 6/17 
Kelly Schmidt  ....................... 6/17 
Amy Martinez  ....................... 6/17 
Matthew Brammeier  ............. 6/17 
Melvin Altis  .......................... 6/18 
Karen Hargrave  ..................... 6/22 
Bobbie Suter  .......................... 6/22 
Allyson Abend  ...................... 6/22 
Pat Feldkamp  ........................ 6/23 
Sandy Walworth  .................... 6/23 
Samantha Slawson  ................ 6/26 
Kimberly Murphy  ................. 6/27 
June Ramer  ............................ 6/27 
Jim Hargrave  ......................... 6/30 
Carl Wilson  ............................. 7/2 
Andy Fairhurst  ........................ 7/4 
Mary Wornson  ........................ 7/5 
Gabriel Sowell  ...................... 7/12 

Baptisms 
John Mischlich  ........................ 6/1 
Ginger Cuba  ............................ 6/1 
Charlene Henke  ....................... 6/3 
Bryan Fent  ............................. 6/10 
Brock Stout  ........................... 6/13 
Linda Bosky  .......................... 6/17 

Jamie Luppes  ........................  6/19 
Dianne Mischlich  ..................  6/20 
Adyline Christensen  ..............  6/22 
Killian Blunk  .........................  6/26 
Lilly Wornson  .......................  6/27 
Samuel Wornson  ...................  6/27 
Mark Fairhurst  ......................  6/28 
Andrea Martinez  ...................  6/28 
Karen Wersinger  ...................  6/29 
Bob Howard  ............................  7/1 
Steve Harms  ............................  7/2 
Jensen Mayes  ..........................  7/5 
Alexandria Fairhurst  ...............  7/8 
Carson Schmidt  .....................  7/10 
June Ramer  ...........................  7/11 

Anniversaries 
Andy & Michelle Fairhurst 

6/7/2008 

Bob & Marlo Howard 
6/12/1964 

Jim & Kris Wornson 
6/13/1998 

Larry & Kari Goodroad 
6/14/1980 

Fred & Sandy Walworth 
6/27/1981 

John & Jamie Luppes 
7/1/2006 

Curtis & Gwen Mayes 
7/2/1989 

Terry & Mary Ellett 
7/4/1997 

Steve & Adyline Christensen 
7/11/1965 

Tony & Ellen Propst 
7/11/1987 

Elders 
Vic Edwards 

Larry Goodroad 
Ken Meier 
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Dallas Hoffman 
Peter Korondi 
Bill Moore, Jr. 

Acolytes 
6/14  ........................  Joe Goodroad 
6/21  ........................  Joe Goodroad 
6/28  ....................... Sammy Harms 

Ushers 
June 14 

Mike Jackson & Pete Korondi 

June 21& 28 
John Luppes, Norm Sowell 

Greeters 
June 14 

H. Akiyama & K. Wersinger 

June 21 
Keith & Mary Wornson 

June 28 
Mark & Leslie Young 

Altar Guild 
June 14 

Korondi & Goodroad 

June 21 
Hoffman & Young 

June 28 
McCubbin & Clemens 

Ladies Night Out        
Our next event is June 15. We will 
be meet at 6:00 for an evening of 
fellowship and good food at Bone 
Fish Grill at I-29 and 64th Steet. 
Please plan to join us! Pease sign 
up on the kiosk. Questions? Con-
tact Shari Schley at (816) 686-
3270. 

Summer 
Sunday School  

Summer Sunday School is almost 
here! Even in our busy schedules, 
we make time to learn the Word of 
God. This summer our children 
will be learning all about The Holy 

Trinity. We have classes for the 
following age groups: 3yrs - 1st 
grade, 2nd -6th grade, and 7th-12th 
grade. The high school group will 
be studying from an adult Bible 
study about the Trinity. The age 
groups will be based on this com-
ing fall school year. So if you have 
a child entering pre-school through 
a senior in high school, please join 
us after worship service for chil-
dren and adult Bible study. Please 
see or call Leslie Young for de-
tails, 308-5970. 

Search your heart and pray about 
teaching Sunday School this sum-
mer! We already have a teacher for 
3yrs - 1st grade. We need one per-
son or a team to teach 2nd- 6th 
grade and then hopefully a young 
adult or two to lead the high school 
group. All materials are supplied. 
Our children just need your time. 
Back up teachers are always a 
blessing too! Please see or call 
Leslie Young for details. 

April Board Minutes 
April 13, 2015 

Members present: Connie Bram-
meier, Daniel Goodroad, Larry 
Goodroad, Nelson Hayes, Curt 
Henke, Dee Hoffman, Ian Larson, 
Bob Marchert, Pastor and Leslie 
Young. 

Pastor opened with prayer fol-
lowed by Bible study. Curt called 
the meeting to order. 

Dan moved we accept the minutes 
from last month, Leslie seconded. 

Pastor: nothing new to report. 

VP: Thank you to all the work day 
helpers! 

Treasurer's Report: Nelson moved 
we receive the report, Dan sec-
onded. 

Elders: At the March 16th meeting 

they discussed visits and studied 
the Book of Concord. 

Properties: Had a great work day 
turnout. The mowing sign-up sheet 
is up. 

Evangelism: N/A 

Education: We have over half the 
enrollment needed for preschool 
next year. Another ad will be run. 
Midweek ends this week and VBS 
prep will begin soon.  

Stewardship: Writing another arti-
cle for the newsletter. 

Youth: Easter breakfast was good. 
They are planning to go bowling 
soon and planning for the Higher 
Things trip coming up. 

Public Relations: continuing to 
submit articles to the paper. 

Planning: N/A 

Services: Making a basket for Matt 
and Adrian's wedding. 

Unfinished Business: Preschool: 
We are keeping the preschool open 
through the end of the school year. 

New Business: 

The board approved an updated 
Building Policy. 

Dan moved we adjourn, Ian sec-
onded. Pastor closed with prayer. 

Respectfully submitted, Emily 
Goodroad 

Internet News 
There is something people are 
passing around on Facebook that is 
a bit befuddling. It sounds fantas-
tic, but, really....It is not news or 
even really newsworthy. The Blaze 
ran a sensationalizing story on 
January 20th, 2015 titled: Bible 
Scripture Found Hidden in 
Mummy Mask Could End Up Be-
ing the Oldest Gospel Ever 

This was based on a story at the 
LiveScience website published 
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January 18th, 2015 titled: Mummy 
Mask May Reveal Oldest Known 
Gospel 

The story is not new. It dates back 
to 2012. 

In the article at LiveScience a brief 
YouTube video of Dr. Craig Ev-
ans, professor of New Testament at 
the Divinity School of Acadia Uni-
versity, was cited as the source for 
this news. The YouTube video is 
of Dr. Evans speaking at the 2014 
Apologetics Canada Conference 
held at Northview Church in Ab-
botsford, BC in March of that year.
Dr. Evans described a discovery to 
his audience that had been reported 
by Dr. Daniel B. Wallace in a de-
bate with Bart Ehrmann [James A. 
Gray Distinguished Professor, Uni-
versity of North Carolina at Chapel 
Hill] in February 2012 at UNC 
Chapel Hill.  

Dr. Wallace, professor of New 
Testament Studies at Dallas Theo-
logical Seminary, posted about this 
debate and the manuscript on 
March 22, 2012 at his blog under 
the title: First-Century Fragment 
of Mark’s Gospel Found!?  

At that time the hoped for publish-
ing date was 2013. But as for many 
works of scholarship that publica-
tion date has been delayed. Evans 
guessed 2014. Now it is 2015. 

One of the problems people are 
having with the information that 
Wallace and Evans have given is 
that the information is so little. 

What has been stated: 

• The fragment is possibly part of 
a manuscript of the Gospel of 
Mark  

• The fragment was dated pale-
ographically [by handwriting 
style]  

• The fragment was dated by Ra-
diocarbon  

• The fragment is claimed [by Ev-
ans] to date to A.D. 80.  

• The fragment was discovered as 
part of a papier-mâché mix to 
make a mummy mask  

• The fragment was successfully 
removed from the mask by a 
special process that preserved 
the writing.  

Beyond this the rest is still unde-
clared and cannot be known until 
the scholarship about the fragment, 
its provenience, the chain of cus-
tody, the dating methods, and the 
textual analysis are completed. 

We simply have to wait and not 
conjecture. 

Why are these scholars so hush-
hush about the manuscript? 

Discoveries like this are kept under 
fairly tight wraps with confidenti-
ality agreements. There are a cou-
ple of justifications for this. First: 
it preserves the integrity of the evi-
dence physically and academically. 
This is a good thing. This helps to 
prevent the wildfire spread of for-
geries and hasty conjecture of for-
gery. Second: it preserves the 
rights of those who did the work 
and, perhaps, own the manuscript, 
so that they are the ones who are 
properly credited--and in some 
cases receive reimbursement for 
their work. These scholars and the 
publishers spend their lives study-
ing and publishing about such 
things. And, in the end, the eco-
nomic value that people place on 
their work is how they feed their 
own families. Let them do their 
work. And after they have pub-
lished, then let us evaluate the 
claims. 

May Board Minutes 
May 11, 2015 

Members present: Connie Bram-
meier, Mark Fairhurst, Dan 
Goodroad, Larry Goodroad, Nel-
son Hayes, Curt Henke, Dee Hoff-
man, Bob Marchert, and Leslie 
Young. 

Curt called the meeting to order 
and opened with the Lord's Prayer. 

Pastor: N/A 

Vice President: Nothing to report. 

Treasurer's Report: Dan moved to 
receive the report, Nelson sec-
onded. 

Elders: Met on April 27th and dis-
cussed visits and studied the Augs-
burg Confession. 

Properties: N/A 

Evangelism: Researching new resi-
dent data for outreach. 

Education: Sent out a summer Sun-
day school recruitment letter. 

Stewardship: Wrote another article 
for the newsletter. 

Youth: The youth may be switch-
ing Higher Things conference 
dates due to schedule conflicts of 
youth members. 

Public Relations: Nothing new to 
report. 

Planning: N/A 

Services: Planned a funeral and a 
wedding basket recently. 

Unfinished Business: 

Larry moved to end the Preschool 
and notify the parents as soon as 
possible. Nelson seconded. 

Reviewed the building use policy. 

Meeting closed with prayer. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Emily Goodroad 
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Lutherans For Life 
The Northland Chapter meets the 
quarterly at the home of Fran and 
Marsha Szarejko. If you have any 
questions, please contact Kimberly 
Murphy, 628-6815. Everyone is in-
vited to join us at these meetings. 

Top Of The Hill 
The Group meets the second Tues-
day of the month.  Please join us 
for lots of fun, fellowship and great 
food! 

April LWML Minutes 
April 13, 2015 

Call to Order: Dianne Mischlich 

Opening Hymn: Thy Strong Word, 
#328 

Opening Prayer: In Pastor’s ab-
sence, Dianne Mischlich opened 
with “A Thankful Heart,” by Helen 
Steiner Rice 

LWML Pledge was recited. 

Attendance: Kay Sowell, Penny 
Harris, Dianne Mischlich, Janis 
Bozarth, Dee Hoffman, Janet 
Miller, and Mary Wornson. 

Minutes: March meeting minutes 
were read and approved.  

Treasurer’s Report: Kay Sowell re-
ported a current balance of 
$1,204.83. A free will offering was 
taken. 

Mite Report: Kay Sowell reported 
for June Lueckert total Mites of 
$156.72. Meeting mites were col-
lected. Mary Wornson shared the 
Mission Grant Story for April for 
$100,000 to Rebecca’s Garden of 
Hope, a faith-based after-school tu-
toring and mentoring outreach pro-
gram in Orlando, Florida. The pro-
gram reaches out to at-risk children 
living in unstable environments to 
aid in their spiritual growth and 

success in school and life.  

Quilting Report: Dianne Mischlich 
shared that she has another quilt 
pieced. Janis Bozarth has two tree 
skirts completed. Keep working la-
dies for our quilt sale.  

 Unfinished Business: The Spring 
Rally was excellent with baptism 
as the program focus. Holly Ann 
Schenk, a local artist, was the guest 
speaker who shared her life story 
and faith through her painting ex-
amples. 

Dianne Mischlich will do a Sunday 
Bulletin announcement to collect 
Best Choice Labels and to add the 
money earned to our TLC Pre-
School Fund. 

One more reminder that St. John’s 
LWML at Farley, MO, has invited 
us and our congregation to a pres-
entation of the K-9 Comfort Dogs 
and their ministry on Saturday, 
May 2, from 9:30 am – 11:00 am. 
Plan to attend this great opportu-
nity. 

 New Business: Slate of Officers: 
President, Dianne Mischlich; Sec-
retary, Janis Bozarth; Mite Chair-
man, Janet Miller. Kay Sowell 
moved we accept the slate of offi-
cers as presented. Penny seconded 
and motion carried.  

Dianne Mischlich shared how 
Faith Lu-
theran 
has used 
“Loose 
Change 
Sunday” 
at the 
end of 
the 
church 
service 
to encourage individuals to place 
their loose change in a large mite 

box. Janet Miller moved that we 
use this idea for our “loose 
change” collection for Mite Sun-
day donations. Seconded by Janis 
Bozarth and motion carried .  

Third Sunday Treats: April 19: 
Diane Schmidt, Kay Sowell, Di-
anne Mischlich; May 17: Mary 
Wornson, Penny Harris, Dianne 
Mischlich; June 21: Judy Good-
win, Janis Bozarth, Dianne 
Mischlich 

Next Meeting will be Monday, 
May 11, at 9:00 am with Janis Bo-
zarth as hostess. Business meeting 
was adjourned. Penny Harris led us 
in prayer requests and concerns. 
Dianne Mischlich’s Bible Study 
was from the LWML Quarterly - 
Winter 2014 entitled, “How Can I 
Control My Tongue.”  

Mary Wornson was hostess and 
served a Pound Cake topped with 
strawberries. No quilting meeting 
was held.  

Respectfully submitted, 
Mary Wornson, Secretary 

Faith, Family 
And The Catechism 

In the midst of all the busyness of 
life running kids to soccer practice, 
making supper, getting to confir-
mation, buying groceries we run 

the risk of losing our firm ground-
ing as families if we forget about 
what binds us together as a family 
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under God: not the blood of kin, 
but the waters of Holy Baptism. 

In a society where families crum-
ble at a rapid rate, where tradi-
tional Christian family values are 
increasingly less popular and fre-
quently under direct attack, it is all 
the more important to remind our-
selves that we are only as strong as 
the faith that unites us. The world 
simply cannot grasp the great 
benefits God has given us in a lov-
ing, committed, monogamous mar-
riage between man and women, 
who fruitfully fill the earth with 
their children (as they are healthy 
and able). God makes our families 
through the natural order of crea-
tion, He sustains our families with 
His many gifts and He commands 
us to make our faith in Him central 
to the life of our families, lest we 
forget about these great blessings 
to us. 

One way to emphasize this is by 
incorporating faith into your family 
devotional life, especially the 
Small Catechism, which was de-
signed for that very purpose. When 
Luther wrote his Small Catechism, 
he introduced each part with the 
phrase, “As the head of the family 
should teach them in a simple way 
in the household.” Why? 

• To remind us that fathers (and 
mothers) have a responsibility 
for bringing their children up in 
the faith.  

• To remind children that they 
have a far greater Father in 
heaven who can do for them 
what their sinful, frail parents 
cannot.  

• To remind us all that our fami-
lies are only as strong as the 
bond we have in Christ.  

So use the catechism for that rea-
son. Read it, talk about it, pray 

about it, find in it something that 
will make your family stronger and 
healthier spiritually, just as God in-
tended it to be. 

Rev. Bart Day 
Executive Office LCMS Missions 

May LWML Minutes 
Call to Order: Dianne Mischlich 

Opening Hymn: "I Am Trusting 
You, Lord Jesus" 

Opening Prayer: In Pastor’s ab-
sence, Dianne Mischlich opened 
with a poem by Helen Steiner 
Rice. 

LWML Pledge was recited. 

Attendance: Dianne Mischlich, 
Diane Schmidt, Dee Hoffman, Kay 
Sowell, Marlow Howard, Mary 
Wornson, Janet Miller, June 
Lueckert, Penny Harris, Janis Bo-
zarth 

Minutes: April meeting minutes 
were read and approved. 

Treasurer’s Report: Kay Sowell re-
ported a current balance of 
$1,056.61. A free will offering was 
taken. 

Mite Report: June Lueckert re-
ported total Mites of $187.48. 
Meeting mites were collected. 

Quilting Report: Mary Wornson 
brought in a beautiful finished quilt 
for the quilt sale. A motion was 
made by Kay Sowell and seconded 
by Penny Harris that we reimburse 
for supplies for the items made for 
the quilt sale. Dianne Strack has 
offered to donate time putting quilt 
tops together. 

Unfinished Business: It was de-
cided that a request for Best 
Choice labels be put in the bullet-
ing for next Sunday. It was also de-
cided we would donate items to the 
wedding gift basket for Matt 

Brammeier. 

Ronald McDonald House: Marlo 
Howard asked who would be inter-
ested in donating time. She would 
find out how we want to be obli-
gated. 

New Business: Marlo Howard 
brought a beautiful centerpiece of 
pink roses in honor of breast can-
cer. Everyone got a rose. Thank 
you Marlo for sharing. Discussion 
about “Loose Change Sunday” was 
had and was decided we would an-
nounce in Sunday bulletin for Mite 
Sunday. 

Third Sunday Treats:  June 21: 
Judy Goodwin, Janis Bozarth, Di-
anne Mischlich; July 19: Marlo 
Howard, Joyce Lehning, Dianne 
Mischlich; August 16: June 
Lueckert, Janet Miller, Dianne 
Mischlich 

Next meeting will be Monday, 
June 8, at 9:00 a.m. with Janis Bo-
zarth as hostess. Business meeting 
was adjourned. Penny Harris led us 
in prayer with requests and con-
cerns. Dianne Mischlich led the Bi-
ble Study: “Seedy Characters”. A 
study on faith as small as a mus-
tard seed. 

Kay Sowell was hostess and served 
delicious pound cake. No quilting 
meeting was held. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Janis Bozarth, Secretary 

Trinity Care Group 
Do you need assistance because of 
illness, birth of a baby, death, hos-
pitalization, etc.? Trinity Care 
Group can help. We would be 
happy to arrange for providing 
meals, doing errands, visiting with 
the family, etc. Please contact Dee 
Hoffman at 320-2490. 


