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Spiritual But Not Religious 
when He talks we ought to lis-
ten! 

But that brings up another sub-
ject doesn’t it? The Bible. What 
is the Bible, anyway? Is it a 
book written by men who were 
trying to express in words their 
own pursuit of the Divine? Or is 
the Bible a book written by God 

through men who were inspired 
by the Holy Spirit to write down 
precisely what God desired 
them to write? Does the Bible 
simply contain God’s Word, or 
is it actually God’s Word? Can 

A phenomenon we’re experienc-
ing in our society today is this 
attitude where people like to 
think of themselves as “spiritual 
but not religious.” The most ob-
vious manifestation of this is 
found in the fact that fewer and 
fewer people seem to feel any 
need to either belong to a 
Church or attend Church Ser-
vices. After all, if 
“spirituality” is all 
that’s necessary, then 
why does anyone need 
the Church at all? If 
“spirituality” is defined 
only by one’s self, then 
one person’s 
“spirituality” is just as 
good as another’s and 
it really doesn’t matter 
how one chooses to ex-
press it. However, I 
would maintain that to 
be “spiritual but not re-
ligious” is to believe 
that you have a “god” 
who does not talk – 
and perhaps is incapa-
ble of talking. That, 
however, has never been how 
Christianity has understood it-
self, for Christians believe that 
we have a God who talks with 
us through His Word, and that 

a person ignore what the Bible 
says without any consequences, 
or do people ignore Holy Scrip-
ture at their own peril? Let’s take 
a look at how we Lutherans un-
derstand this issue. 

II Timothy 3:16 teaches that “all 
Scripture is God breathed and is 
profitable for teaching, reproof, 
correction, and for training in 

righteousness, that 
the man of God may 
be complete, 
equipped for every 
good work.” In 
other words, God is 
the Source of all 
Scripture, and hence 
God’s Word may 
thus be understood 
as reliable and trust-
worthy in every 
way. But there is 
more to say about 
the Scriptures than 
this, for ever some 
religious cults also 
would agree with 
this understanding. 

As Lutherans we also believe 
that in addition to being trust-
worthy and reliable, the Bible is 
also crystal clear. In other words, 
the Bible says what it means and 
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means exactly what it says. Yet 
today, as in the beginning of our 
world, the devil is still trying to 
confuse us on this matter. “Does 
the Bible really say that?” he 
asks. “Does God really mean 
that?” In other words, the devil 
would like you to believe that 
the Scriptures are un-
clear and that you 
cannot be cer-
tain that they 
mean or 
what they 
say. How 
else do you 
account for 
the fact that 
in study af-
ter study when 
“Christians” are asked 
if Jesus is the only Way 
to enter into heaven a 
consistent 50% 
plus respondents 
say, “No!” How can they say 
that, you ask? They can say it 
because they don’t think the Bi-
ble is clear on the subject. 

But in addition to believing that 
the Bible is clear, we also be-
lieve that the Bible is sufficient. 
What we mean by that is that the 
Word of God is enough. We be-
lieve that everything we need for 
life and salvation is contained in 
Holy Scripture. Maybe this 
seems obvious to you, but it is-
n’t obvious to everyone who 
calls themselves Christian. 
Many mainline denominations 
are always looking for new 
ways in which God can reveal 
himself and think that in addi-
tion to the Bible people need to 

search for new ways to commu-
nicate with God and find out 
what His “will” is for them. 

Finally, and most importantly 
we also believe that the Bible is 
efficacious (there’s a new 
$50.00 word for you). In other 
words, we believe that the Bible 
is able to grant to the person 

hearing it the thing it requires 
for them to receive what God 

desires them to receive 
(most especially faith, 

the forgiveness of sins 
and eternal life). Un-
fortunately most peo-

ple today view the Bible 
only as information which 

we are then required to 
act on. That fact 

alone accounts for 
the predominant 

view (even 
among Lu-
therans) that 

if you want to know God you 
must “receive Him,” “accept 
Him,” or “make a decision to 
follow Him.” This view places 
your faith and your salvation 
squarely in your court and 
makes you the one who is re-
sponsible for your Christian 
faith and your relationship with 
God. 

Contrast that, if you will, with 
the Biblical teaching of the 
Small Catechism which says re-
garding our ability to believe in 
Jesus as Savior and Lord: “I 
cannot by my own reason or 
strength believe in Jesus Christ 
my Lord, or come to Him, but 
the Holy Spirit has called me by 
the Gospel, enlightened me with 

His gifts, sanctified and kept me 
in the true faith.” Notice if you 
will that it is God the Holy 
Spirit who does it all. It is God 
the Holy Spirit who creates and 
sustains faith by means of His 
Word proclaimed, poured out in 
Baptism and consumed in the 
Holy Supper. God is the Giver 
and we are simply the ones who 
receive what He gives. 

Through and through it is God 
who works in us to believe His 
Word, trust in His Son as Sav-
ior, and look to Him alone for 
every good gift. And how does 
all this happen? It happens as 
we are regularly exposed to His 
Word by regularly attending the 
Divine Service where that Word 
is proclaimed and given out to 
us through the Liturgy, the read-
ings, the hymns and the Sup-
per – and when that Word is 
also studied and allowed to have 
its way with us. 

Unfortunately, however, we are 
seeing the results of differing 
beliefs concerning matters of 
faith and life throughout the 
Church and world in general, 
and in our congregation in par-
ticular. It’s true, you can look at 
specific congregations which are 
growing and ask why this is so. 
But statistically our congrega-
tion is no different than most 
congregations in our Synod. 
And our Synod is no different in 
comparison with all the other 
Christian denominations in our 
nation – a general decline in 
membership and Church atten-
dance. Ultimately what you see 
with growth in one segment is 
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decline in others. And overall 
the movement is to less, not 
more, interest in things truly 
Christian. 

Well, how can we change this 
you might ask? Sadly, we can’t. 
Only God can turn the situation 
around. How we fit into this pic-
ture is that we can make sure 
that our families are engaged by 
attending Church regularly, by 
coming to Bible class as we are 
able, by bringing our children 
and grandchildren to Sunday 
School, and by praying that God 
will keep us steadfast in His 
Word. And of course we can 
and should speak about the hope 
that’s within us to our families, 
neighbors and friends as we ex-
tend an invitation for them to 
join us each week in worship to 
hear the truth about ourselves 
and our sin – and the truth about 
our Savior and how He has 
come into our world to save us. 
That’s the heart of the Gospel 
for it shows us the heart of God, 
His great love for all sinners, 
and His desire that no one be 
lost, but that all might come to a 
knowledge of Jesus as Savior 
and thereby be saved. 

Birthdays 
Jonah  ..................... Korondi 1/3 
Carlee Luppes  .....................  1/6 
Ellen Propst  ........................  1/8 
Eli Ramer  ..........................  1/10 
Harry Akiyama  .................  1/12 
Jacob Wornson  .................  1/13 
Janice Bozarth  ..................  1/16 
Tony Alshouse  ..................  1/18 
Katherine Rogers  ..............  1/21 
A.J. Martinez  ....................  1/22 

Marcea Harms  ..................  1/26 
Laura Perry  .......................  1/27 
Don Jaeger  ........................  1/27 
Leslie Young  ....................  1/29 
Joyce Lehning  ..................  1/30 
Elizabeth Stone  ...................  2/2 
Doris Mann  .........................  2/4 
John Barth  ..........................  2/4 
Steve Christensen  ...............  2/6 
Kevin Schroeder  .................  2/6 
Megan O'Grady  ..................  2/7 

Baptisms 
Nancy Oldag  .......................  1/1 
Mark Young  .......................  1/1 
Leslie Young  ......................  1/1 
Natalie Jackson  ...................  1/1 
Lisa Starkebaum  .................  1/2 
Rebekah Rueger  .................  1/3 
Tanner Mayes  .....................  1/5 
Dorothy Riley  .....................  1/8 
Linda Newman  ...................  1/8 
Matthew Cuba  ....................  1/8 
Laura Perry  .......................  1/13 
Carlee Luppes  ...................  1/18 
Aaron Propst  .....................  1/21 
Jonah Korondi  ..................  1/21 
Jane Alshouse  ...................  1/29 
Katelyn Brammeier  ..........  1/29 
June Lueckert  .....................  2/1 
Mary Ellett  ..........................  2/1 
Jacob Wornson  .................  2/10 

Anniversaries 
Craig & Shari Schley 

1/1/2011 
Jeremy & Angel Harms 

1/9/1999 
Mark & Leslie Young 

2/8/1992 

Elders 
Vic Edwards 

Larry Goodroad 
Ken Meier 

Dallas Hoffman 

Peter Korondi 
Bill Moore, Jr. 

Acolytes 
Jan. 1  .............  Ben Starkebaum 
Jan. 8  ................  Andrew Swain 
Jan. 15  ...............  Joe Goodroad 
Jan. 22  .............  Tom Goodroad 
Jan. 29  ................  Colton Harris 
Feb. 5  .............  Conner Jackson 
Feb. 12  ............  Simon Korondi 
Feb. 19  ..........  Ben Starkebaum 
Feb. 26  .............  Andrew Swain 

Ushers 
January 1 & 8 

Gary Schmidt, Ken Meier 
January 15 & 22 

Bill Moore, Jack Oldag 
January 29 & February 5 
Tony Propst, Craig Schley 

February 12 
Gary Schmidt, Norm Sowell 

February 19 
Rob Stone, Robert Stumpenhaus 

February 26 
Fred Walworth, Dallas Hoffman 

Greeters 
January 1 

Curt & Gwen Mayes 
January 8 

Jack & Nancy Oldag 
January 15 

K. Murphy, L. Newman 
January 22 

Ken & Brenda Meier 
January 29 

Julie O’Neal, Yvonne O’Grady 
February 5 

Pat Owens, Carolyn Paterson 
February 12 

Tony & Ellen Propst 
February 19 

June Ramer, Dawn Riley 
February 26 

Alan & Debra Rhea 
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Altar Guild 
January 8 & February 12 

Deanna Korondi, Kari 
Goodroad, Caroline Mayes, 

Grace Schroeder 
January 1 & February 5 
Pat Owens, Mary Ellett 

January 15 & February 26 
June Ramer, Phyllis Clemens 
January 22 & February 19 

Dee Hoffman, Leslie Young 
January 29 

Dee Hoffman, Phyllis Clemens, 
Dawn Riley 

Voter's Meeting 
November 13, 2016 

Tim called the meeting to order, 
Pastor opened with prayer. 

After voting for offices took 
place, the positions are as fol-
lows: Youth: Connie Bram-
meier; Education Michelle Fair-
hurst;  Head Elder: Larry 
Goodroad; Stewardship: Nelson 
Hayes; Services: Dee Hoffman; 
Vice President: Bob Marchert 

After budget discussion took 
place, Mark moved we approve 
the budget as proposed. June 
Ramer seconded, passed by 
vote. 

Norm proposed a replacement 
of the fellowship doors and a se-
curity upgrade to the Church. 
Steve Christianson moved we 
accept the proposal, Nelson 
Hayes seconded. Passed by 
vote. 

Norm moved we adjourn, Dan 
Goodroad seconded. Pastor 
closed with prayer. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Emily Goodroad 

Board of Director’s 
Meeting 

November 7, 2016 

Meeting was called to order by 
President Tim Brammeier.  
Those present were:  Tim Bram-
meier, Dee Hoffman, Nelson 
Hayes, Bob Marchert, Leslie 
Young, Norm Sowell, Larry 
Goodroad, Connie Brammeier, 
Rev. Drew Newman. 

Pastor opened with prayer.   

Minutes for the October meeting 
were read.  Norm moved to ap-
prove the minutes as read. Sec-
onded by Nelson.  Motion car-
ried. 

Pastor’s Report – No additions 
or subtractions this month. 

Vice-President – No report 

Treasurer – The October finan-
cial statement was reviewed.  
Norm moved and Nelson sec-
onded the motion to receive the 
report.  Motion carried. 

Elders – They discussed ideas 
for working with Evangelism on 
creating events for members and 
continued their study of the 
Augsburg Confession.   

Property – Norm reported that 
he would like to replace the up-
per outer doors and include 
panic bars on the new doors and 
install a security system and 
cameras at the same time.  He 
made a motion to present this to 
the congregation at the voters’ 
meeting with $3,000 funding to 
come from the LeBoeuf Memo-
rial funds.  Larry seconded the 
motion.  Motion carried. 

Evangelism – No report. 

Education – Leslie reported the 
first Christmas program practice 
had taken place and she is mail-
ing out surveys on education to 
members. 

Stewardship – No report 

Youth – The youth group met 
and agreed on attending the 
Higher Things Conference in 
Bozeman, MT in July 2017.  
Registration forms and a $100 
deposit are needed for each per-
son attending before registration 
can be completed.  The group 
will take a break until after the 
first of the year. 

Public Relations – No report 

Planning – No report 

Services – No report.   

Unfinished Business 

Security Planning/Core Usher 
Group – Additional planning 
will happen soon. 

Shelter Project – Shelter project 
is complete. 

Audit – There has been no con-
tact from the auditor. 

The following is the slate of 
candidates for the election:  
Vice President – Bob Marchert; 
Stewardship – Nelson Hayes; 
Education – Leslie Young or 
Michelle Fairhurst; Youth – 
Connie Brammeier; Services – 
Dee Hoffman and Head Elder – 
Larry Goodroad.    

The budget line items were dis-
cussed and adjusted to create a 
balanced budget for 2017 to be 
presented at the Voters’ meeting 
on Sunday, November 13th.  
Connie moved to present the 
budget, Nelson seconded, mo-
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tion carried. 

The meeting was adjourned. 

Respectfully Submitted, 
Connie Brammeier, Acting Sec-
retary 

Movie Review 
It would be hard to review a 
move that has yet to be released, 
but I’m going to take a stab at it 
anyway since I already have 
read and reviewed the book 
upon which the movie is based. 

I’m talking about the movie en-
titled “The Shack,” which is due 
to be released on March 3 of this 
year. 

Since I have been 
charged with 
making sure 
that everything 
which is be-
lieved, taught and 
confessed in this 
Parish I will start of by 
giving my overall impres-
sion of this film. It is heretical 
and blasphemous and no Chris-
tian should spend good money 
(or bad) going to see this movie. 

Here are the specifics regarding 
why this movie is so bad: 

1. It portrays God the Father as 
being crucified along with Jesus. 

2. It portrays God as being so 
limited by His “love” that He 
cannot practice justice. 

3. Since Jesus died for the sins 
of all, then faith in Jesus is not 
necessary for salvation. All peo-
ple will be saved regardless of 
whether they believe or not. 

4. Similar to number 3, God will 

judge no one for their sin. 

5. There is no structure to the 
Godhead, but a unity of sorts. In 
other words, there may be a Fa-
ther, Son and Holy Spirit, but 
they are all interchangeable and 
indistinguishable from one an-
other. 

6. God submits to every human 
wish and desire even when it is 
contrary to what He has said He 
would do in the Bible. 

7. There is no such place as hell. 

8. Jesus is walking with all peo-
ple in their faith journey, no 
matter which path they choose. 

9. Jesus is con-
stantly trans-
forming or 
changing to 
meet our cir-

cumstances. 

10. The Bible is not 
true and can-
not be relied 
on because it 

reduces truth to paper. 

I think it goes without saying 
that I would like to see this 
movie fall flat on its face, so I 
would encourage whomever 
reads this to share it with any-
one you know who might be 
thinking of going to this movie. 

Sweetheart Dinner 
The annual Sweetheart Dinner 
sponsored by the Youth will be 
held this year on February 11. 

This event is always well re-
ceived and a great time is had by 
all. Monies received from the 
dinner are used to help pay for 

the annual Higher Things Youth 
Conference (this year to be held 
in Bozeman, Montana). 

Reservations will be taken start-
ing on Sunday, January 15th in 
the Narthex. 

We hope lots of you will be able 
to join us for dinner this year. 

Board of Director’s 
Meeting 

December 12, 2016 

Members present: Connie Bram-
meier, Tim Brammeier, Mark 
Fairhurst, Dan Goodroad, Larry 
Goodroad, Nelson Hayes, Dee 
Hoffman, Bob Marchert, Pastor, 
and Leslie Young. 

Tim called the meeting to order. 
Pastor opened with prayer and 
continued our study on the 
Augsburg Confession. 

Dan moved we accept the min-
utes from last month. Nelson 
seconded, passed by vote. 

Pastor: Robert and Geralyn 
Lough transferred in from Holy 
Cross Lutheran Church. Brad 
Feldkamp transferred out to Im-
manuel Lutheran in Higgins-
ville, MO. Lois Edmiston and 
Brian and Christy Fent both 
transferred out to King of Kings. 
Nelson moved to accept, Bob 
seconded, passed by vote. 

Vice President: Connie is 
working with the auditor to an-
swer some questions he had. 

Treasurer: Mark moved we re-
ceive the report, pending an ad-
justment to the YTD budget col-
umn, Dan seconded, passed by 
vote. 
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Elders: Had a meeting on 11/28 
where they talked about visits 
and studied The Book of Con-
cord. 

Properties: N/A 

Evangelism: Mark has received 
interest in forming an evangel-
ism committee. If you are inter-
ested as well, please see him. 

Education: The Children's pro-
gram went well. Dan moved the 
board recognize the Chi Rho 
maniacs as a group under the 
youth activities board. Nelson 
seconded, passed by vote. 

Stewardship: nothing new 

Youth: A group is registered for 
the Higher Things conference in 
Montana in July. There will be a 
planning meeting in January to 
plan activities for the year and 
please mark your calendars for 
the annual Sweetheart dinner on 
February 11th. Dana Goodroad 
has volunteered to help Connie 
with the youth director position. 

Public Relations: Nothing new 
to report. 

Planning:  N/A 

Services: They serviced 80-100 
people at Bette Hensel's funeral. 

Unfinished Business: None 

New Business: The Annual Re-
ports for board members are due 
before the Annual Meeting on 
January 22nd following Bible 
Study. 

Dan moved we adjourn, Nelson 
seconded. Pastor closed with 
prayer. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Emily Goodroad 

Family Fellowship 
The Pizza, Planning & Game 
Night is January 21 at 6:00 PM 
at Church. Everyone is welcome 
to join us to plan a year of ac-
tivities, eat pizza and play 
games. Each family should 
bring a drink and snack to share, 
your ideas and games. Please 
sign up on the kiosk. 

Ladies Night Out 

Our next event is January 23 at 
6:00 PM. We will go to Long-
horn Steakhouse in Liberty. 
Please plan to join us for an eve-
ning of food and fellowship. 
Questions? Contact Shari 
Schley, 816-686-370. Please 
sign up on the kiosk. 

Food For Thought 
Excellent "food for thought" 
from Pastor Hans Fiene of You-
Tube “Lutheran Satire” fame: 

When someone says "sports is 
more important to you than 
Church," people often hear 
"Church is not important to 
you." 

This really isn't the heart of the 
accusation. No one is saying 
that you don't love sitting in the 
sanctuary and hearing the Gos-
pel, that you don't value singing 
the liturgy, that certain hymns 
don't bring a tear to your eye, or 
that you don't support and love 
your Church. Rather the point of 
the accusation is that, while 
Church may be an important 
thing to you, Church is not the 
most important thing to you. 

In other words, you can love 
both Thing A and Thing B. But 

when there is a conflict between 
Thing A and Thing B, and you 
repeatedly choose Thing A, 
that's because Thing A is more 
important to you. 

That this is the very nature of 
choosing is indisputable. If, for 
example, a man chose to attend 
a friend's poker game instead of 
his son's choir concert and then 
insisted "my son is very impor-
tant to me," we would simply 
tell him, "but he's not as impor-
tant to you as your friend. Your 
actions prove this." Likewise, if 
a teacher had a problem coming 
into school hungover, she would 
surely tell the principal, "but my 
students are very important to 
me." But if we were that princi-
pal, we'd surely respond "that 
may be, but by continuing to get 
drunk, you're showing that 
partying is more important to 
you." If we apply this logic in 
every other facet of life, we 
should certainly apply it the 
God's Word. 

Missing Church for sports is not 
like having cruel thoughts burst 
into your head when someone 
cuts you off in traffic. It's not 
something that "just happens" in 
a sinful, fallen world. It requires 
you to actively get up and drive 
your, your family and your kids 
away from the house where the 
Word is being preached to a 
place where it isn't being 
preached. It requires you to look 
at the conflict between Thing A 
and Thing B and to actively de-
cide that Thing A is more im-
portant. 
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So, while the Church can still be 
an important thing to you when 
you choose not to go, choosing 
not to go shows that it's not the 
most important thing – which is 
precisely what God requires it to 
be because you are the most im-
portant thing to Him." 

Top Of The Hill 
The group will meet on Tues-
day, January 10, at 11:30 AM. 
Please join us for delicious 
soups, desserts, games and fel-
lowship. 

Lutherans for Life 
The Northland Chapter meets 
the quarterly at the home of 
Fran and Marsha Szarejko. If 
you have any questions, please 
contact Kimberly Murphy, 628-
6815. Everyone is invited to join 
us at these meetings. 

Trinity Care Group 
Do you need assistance because 
of illness, birth of a baby, death, 
hospitalization, etc.? Trinity 
Care Group can help. We would 
be happy to arrange for provid-
ing meals, doing errands, visit-
ing with the family, etc. Please 
contact Dee Hoffman at 320-
2490. 

Fix It Gang 
The Fix It Gang, better known 
as the doughnut hole gang, be-
gan as a group of Church volun-
teers to upgrade and repair the 
Church and it’s properties. We 
meet every Thursday at Church 
at 9:00 AM. We have made ma-
jor repairs to the Church such as 
the Chancel lighting to taking 
inventory of the storage areas. 

Where it is possible, we put in 
LED lighting fixtures to reduce 
lighting expense and have put in 
exit lighting where needed. 
Every week we make progress, 
sometimes just a little – or a 
lot –. some of which the congre-
gation does not see and some 
that is noticed by everyone. Our 
work is based on I Corinthians 
15:58, “Always give yourselves 
fully to the work of the Lord be-
cause you know that your labor 
in the Lord is not in vain.” 

Thank You Letters 
Dear Friends, 

Thank you very, very much for 
supporting the work of bringing 
God’s Word to Spanish speak-
ing people. Your donation of 
$800 is much appreciated. 

The Rev. Matthew Heise, Exec. 
Director, Lutheran Heritage 
Foundation. 

† † † 
Dear Friends, 

On behalf of Concordia Theo-
logical Seminary I thank you for 
your recent donation of $810.00 
to the Fort Wayne Operational 
Fund. Rev. Dr. Lawrence R. 
Rast, Jr., President 

† † † 

Thank you very much for your 
generous gift sent to our Semi-
nary in October, 2016. Your gift 
is greatly appreciated.  

God’s Blessing, 
Abdi Tadesse, Seminary Student 

MLA Annual Auction 
The 2017 Martin Luther Acad-
emy 13th Annual Auction and 
Dinner is Saturday, March 4, at 

4:30.  The MC’s for the evening 
are Pastor Frank Greene and 
Pastor Calvin Kapels.  Please 
plan to attend this fun benefit 
event, which helps to provide 
valuable programs for our 
school and to keep tuition af-
fordable.  Individual tickets are 
$35.  Table sponsorship's are 
also available. Donations are 
also needed for items for both 
the silent and live auctions. 
Please consider donating or pro-
curing items for the auction.  
You can also place an advertise-
ment in the auction catalog to 
promote your business or your 
MLA student.   

Ticket sales and Procurement 
and Catalog Ad forms will be 
available at Church beginning 
on January 15.  Thank you for 
your support of MLA.  Ques-
tions?  Please contact the auc-
tion committee members: Susan 
Deatherage (816-896-2938), 
Barb Ewert (816-679-2291), or 
Liz Wollberg (816-304-1420) 

Coming Together For Life 
Rachel House donations are 
needed to help support new 
moms as they brings home their 
new babies. LWML will be or-
ganizing a collection of items 
needed for diaper bags, which 
will include the following items: 
10 baby bottles, 4 tubes of dia-
per cream, 2 bottle brushes, 4 
white onesies, and/or money to 
purchase these items to give 
these new moms more confi-
dence to care for their babies. 
Look for the baby crib sitting in 
the Narthex where you can place 
your donations. Thank-you! 


