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Sacraments should be consid-

ered as the Lord’s sacred 

things. 

But where do we find the Word 

and Sacraments – these sacred 

things of God – given and dis-

tributed to us?  They are mainly 

given to us in a church, during 

Divine Services. 

And so, as we look to the tradi-

tional architecture of 

churches, it 

be-

comes 

quite clear that there are both 

common places and sacred 

places within the church.  For 

example, the Fellowship Hall is 

a common place where people 

gather to visit, play games, have 

meetings, quilt, and eat food.  

What makes something sacred? 

Something is sacred when it is 

more significant and important 

than us.  But let us be a bit more 

precise.  When something is sa-

cred, it has a connection to the 

Creator – God. 

It is important to remember that 

there is a distinction between the 

Creator and the created.  There-

fore, when it comes to mankind 

and the activities of mankind, 

we can classify the things of 

mankind as common.  Please 

keep in mind that common 

is not bad; it just isn’t sa-

cred.  But when it 

comes to the Creator – 

our Triune God – we 

shift from the realm of 

the common to the realm 

of the sacred. 

So, if God is sacred, 

is this sacredness 

found only in 

heavenly di-

mensions away from the 

earth?  No, it is not.  We be-

lieve, teach, and confess that our 

Lord comes to interact with 

mankind.  The Lord comes to 

deliver the sacred forgiveness of 

sins, won on Mt. Calvary, 

through the Word and Sacra-

ments.  Therefore, the Word and 

Whereas, the Nave and Sanctu-

ary are sacred places where peo-

ple gather to receive sacred 

things - the Word and Sacra-

ments. 

Now, since most churches have 

Fellowship Halls that function as 

places where common things oc-

cur, and most churches have 

Naves and Sanctuaries where the 

sacred is found, it is important to 

understand that our response and 

demeanor change – depending 

on whether or not we are gather-

ing in Fellowship Halls for com-

mon things or Sanctuaries for 

sacred things. 

Frankly stated, in the Fellow-

ship Hall, one should expect a 

demeanor of the everyday, such 

as laughter, loud talking, busy-

ness, eating, drinking, games, 

jokes, projects, and meetings, 

for this how life operates 

in the realm of the com-

monplace.  But what 

about the Nave and 

Sanctuary? 

The best and most proper re-

sponse to the realm of the sacred 

within a Nave and Sanctuary is 

reverence.  Please keep in mind, 

though, that reverence is not nec-

essarily being sad or serious.  

Is Anything Sacred Anymore? 
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Reverence is not being irritated 

or fearful.  Reverence is not be-

ing super-religious or 

overtly pious.  

Reverence is not 

a disposition of 

cranky parish-

ioners who are 

angry at the 

world or a prud-

ish group of peo-

ple who are react-

ing to the excesses 

of the world.  But 

instead, reverence 

is contained in one 

simple word – hu-

mility. 

But what exactly is humility? 

C.S. Lewis once said that hu-

mility is not thinking less of 

yourself but it is thinking of 

yourself less.  That is to say; hu-

mility is us not focusing on our 

idea, our projects, our jokes, our 

games, or our conversations.  

So, what does this humble rev-

erence look like in the nave and 

sanctuary?  What does it look 

like to think about ourselves 

less in a Divine Service?  The 

answer, humility, is us focusing 

on the sacred – the God of all 

Creation giving us His sacred 

Word and Sacraments. 

And so, reverence is us – in hu-

mility – approaching the altar 

with a contrite heart, in awe of 

his goodness which naturally 

closes our mouths and opens 

our ears to hear.  Humble rever-

ence is the inward disposition of 

being ready to listen and receive 

sacred things!  Humble rever-

ence is the understanding that 

we are the creatures, not the 

Creator, who have been given 

open ears to hear and open 

hands to receive good 

gifts from our Creator, 

Redeemer, and Sanc-

tifier. 

For the pastor, rever-

ence not only means hu-

mility, but it also means 

being prepared and or-

derly – rather than un-

prepared and flip-

pant.  Reverence 

for the pastor 

means to be calm 

and stable, rather 

than 'speaking off-the-

cuff .'  So, just as fine 

china is not tossed around flip-

pantly like one tosses a football 

around, the sacred is handled 

differently in our churches. One 

does not make things up as they 

go along with sa-

cred things, as 

if sacred 

things are an 

afternoon pro-

ject in a ga-

rage. 

Therefore, since 

most church buildings 

have Fellowship Halls 

and Sanctuaries, it means 

that there will be laughter, 

eating, jokes, games, and busy 

projects within Fellowship 

Halls, as this is a natural re-

sponse to a common-place envi-

ronment.  Within the Sanctuary, 

reverence is the appropriate re-

sponse to the sacred.  We 

should expect to find humility, 

open ears, and open hands from 

the parishioners, as well as pre-

paredness and a calm demeanor 

from the pastor, in the Sanctu-

ary. 

Two different realms: the com-

mon and the sacred.  They are 

not only different but should 

neither be blended nor blurred.  

They are both good and right 

and salutary for Christians – 

good, right, and salutary in their 

proper contexts, both gifts of 

our loving heavenly Father. 

The disposition in response to 

the sacred echoes the words of 

the Psalmist in the cry of, 

"Create in me a clean heart O 

God, and renew a right spirit 

within me ... the sacrifices of 

God are a broken spirit; a bro-

ken and contrite heart, O God, 

you will not despise." [Psalm 

51:10] and the words our Christ 

quoted in Matthew 9, "I 

desire mercy and 

not sacrifice. 

For I came not 

to call the 

righteous, 

but sinners." 

Therefore we 

get to under-

stand that we ap-

proach the sacred, 

as those who 

shouldn't get to be in-

vited, yet are.  Like little 

children allowed to play in 

the 'good living room' and touch 

the 'breakable things' we get to 

come in and receive God's good 

sacred gifts! 

From Pastor Matt Richard 
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Birthdays 
Jonah Korondi ..................... 1/3 

Carlee Luppes ..................... 1/6 

Ellen Propst ......................... 1/8 

Eli Ramer .......................... 1/10 

Harry Akiyama ................. 1/12 

Jacob Wornson .................. 1/13 

Rachel Riley ...................... 1/15 

Janice Bozarth ................... 1/16 

Tony Alshouse .................. 1/18 

Laura Perry ....................... 1/27 

Leslie Young ..................... 1/29 

Joyce Lehning ................... 1/30 

Elizabeth Stone ................... 2/2 

Camille Fairhurst ................ 2/2 

Doris Mann ......................... 2/4 

John Barth ........................... 2/4 

Steve Christensen ................ 2/6 

Kevin Schroeder ................. 2/6 

Nancy Oldag ..................... 2/11 

Jack Oldag ........................ 2/12 

Simon Korondi  ................. 2/13 

Deanna Korondi ................ 2/17 

Don Mayes ........................ 2/24 

Brenda Meier .................... 2/28 

Michelle Fairhurst ............. 2/28 

Baptisms 
Nancy Oldag ....................... 1/1 

Mark Youn .........................  1/1 

Leslie Young ....................... 1/1 

Natalie Carty ....................... 1/1 

Rebekah Chapman .............. 1/3 

Tanner Mayes .....................  1/5 

Dorothy Riley .....................  1/8 

Linda Newman ...................  1/8 

Matthew Cuba ....................  1/8 

Jeannette Buesing .............  1/12 

Laura Perry .......................  1/13 

Carlee Luppes ...................  1/18 

Aaron Propst .....................  1/21 

Jonah Korondi ..................  1/21 

Jane Alshouse ...................  1/29 

Katelyn Brammeier ..........  1/29 

June Lueckert .....................  2/1 

Mary Ellett ..........................  2/1 

Jacob Wornson .................  2/10 

Elizabeth Stone .................  2/13 

Joyce Lehning ..................  2/15 

Debra Rhea .......................  2/17 

Simon Korondi .................  2/22 

Regan Schmidt .................  2/24 

Camille Fairhurst ..............  2/26 

Stacy Stout ........................  2/27 

Janice Bozarth ..................  2/29 

Anniversaries 
Craig & Shari Schley  

1/1/2011 

Bob & Billie Graham 

1/18/1969 

Mark & Leslie Young 

2/8/1992 

Darrin & Debbie Abend 

2/14/1987 

Elders 
Larry Goodroad 

Dallas Hoffman 

Bill Moore 

Vic Edwards 

Ken Meier 

Acolytes 
Jan. 26 ................ Joe Goodroad 

Feb. 2 .................  Colton Harris 

Feb. 9 ..............  Simon Korondi 

Feb. 16 .............  Andrew Swain 

Feb. 23 ..............  Sam Wornson 

Feb. 26 ............  Jacob Wornson 

Ushers 
Jan. 19 & 26 

John Barth, Tim Brammeier 

Feb. 2 & Feb. 9 

Richard Buesing,  

Derek Chapman 

Feb. 16 & 23 

John Diaz, Vic Edwards 

Feb. 26 

Allen Harris, Dallas Hoffman 

Greeters 
Jan. 26 

Darrin & Debbie Abend 

Feb. 2 

Tom & Phyllis Clemens 

Feb. 9 

Allen & Janis Bozarth 

Feb. 16 

Tim & Connie Brammeier 

Feb. 23 

Derek & Rebekah Chapman 

Feb. 26 

Jeff & Joyce 

Lehning 

Altar Guild 
Jan. 5 & Feb. 2 

Mary Ellett, Pat 

Owens 

Jan. 12 & Feb. 9 

Leslie Young, Dee Hoffman 

Jan. 19, Feb. 16, Feb. 26 

Kari Goodroad, Deanna Korondi 

Jan. 26 & Feb. 23 

Phyllis Clemens,  

Sharon McCubbin 
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Top of the Hill 
The Top of the Hill group which 

has been meeting every 2nd 

Tuesday for lunch and games 

following, will not be meeting 

in January or February due to 

possible inclement 

weather. Our next 

meeting will 

probably be in 

March, but watch for an offi-

cial announcement as to 

when we will begin our 

regular meetings again. 

Easter Schedule 
It isn’t too early to 

start thinking about 

the Lent/Easter sea-

son. Ash Wednesday 

this year will fall on February 

26th, and Easter will be April 

12th. Start planning now for 

your group to sponsor a Lenten 

dinner. As of now all the dates 

are open, so let Barb know 

which date your group would 

prefer. Midweek services will 

start at 7:00, and except for Ash 

Wednesday, we’ll have you out 

of here by 8:00 so that families 

with little kids can still get them 

home and in bed at a reasonable 

hour. 

Board of Directors  
Meeting 1/13/20 

Board Members Present: 

Pastor Drew Newman, Mark 

Fairhurst, Darrin Abend, Larry 

Goodroad, Connie Brammeier , 

Norm Sowell, Michelle Fair-

hurst, Sam Goodroad, Bob 

Marchert, Deanna Korondi, 

Derek Chapman, Tim Bram-

meier, Dee Hoffman, Erma Al-

tis 

Call of Order: President 

Mark Fair-

hurst called 

the meeting 

to order. 

Prayers and Studies: Pas-

tor Drew Newman opened 

with prayer.  We contin-

ued our study of the 

Augsburg Confession, 

Article 27: Monastic 

Vows ending at 24. 

No Minutes from last 

meeting 

Pastor: No Report 

Treasurer: Motion 

was made by Michelle Fairhurst 

to receive the Treasurer Report, 

seconded by Tim Brammeier. 

Unfinished Business: Motion 

was needed to appoint Norm as 

Acting Director. Mark made the 

motion 

that 

Norm 

would 

remain 

Acting 

Director, 

sec-

onded 

and 

passed. 

Annual 

Meeting on January 26, 2020 

at 12 p.m. 

Annual reports due 

Finalize agenda 

Constitution updates – Gifts 

Election Polling Place 

New Business: 

Head Usher – Motion needed 

to appoint Dan Goodroad. Mo-

tion was made & second, passed 

Help set usher schedule 

Recruit a Core Usher group 

Schedule and conduct usher 

training 

Serve as a member of Security 

Subcommittee 

Elders: 

Pastor mentioned that Elder 

Ken Meier needed to take a step 

back from the Elders duties. 

It was bought up that we needed 

to appoint another Elder to re-

place Pete Korondi. 

Properties Report for Janu-

ary 2020: 

Ongoing Major Actions: 

Parking Lot Lights: All the 

lights have been upgraded to 

LED. The northern 2 do not 

work as the 

power source has been 

interrupted. Bob Howard has 

agreed to monitor the power 

restoration and light opera-

tion. 
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The replacement Water Foun-

tain has been received and 

will be scheduled for installa-

tion in the near future. Melvin 

and Keith will install. 

The Fire Extinguishers need 

to be inspected by a certified 

inspection company. Norm 

will do. 

Skyler Construction in Lib-

erty has been contacted to di-

agnose the elevator shaft is-

sues and recommend neces-

sary repairs. 

The Choir Loft Air Condi-

tioner 

replace-

ment is 

sched-

uled for 

Thursday 

January 

16th. 

The 

Proper- ties Com-

mittee met on January 7th. 

All members agreed to remain 

on the Committee until a new 

director can be secured. . We 

are working on a list of items 

needing repair. It will be pre-

sented to the congregation by 

the next voters meeting. 

As 2019 comes to a close, I 

want to thank all those who 

have been so very supportive 

in our efforts to keep the 

Lord's house in repair. 

Evangelism: No Report 

Education: Michelle Fairhurst 

discussion about some of the 

wording, on gifts and memori-

als. Mark said he would take 

care of it. 

New Business: 

Committees tabled until next 

meeting. 

Adjournment: Motion was 

made to adjourn the meeting by 

Norm Sowell, seconded by 

Mark Fairhurst. 

Closing Prayer: Pastor New-

man. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Erma Altis, Secretary 

LWML 
The LWML met in December 

for lunch at La Fuente. We did-

n’t have a business meeting, but 

we all had a great time. Our 

next regular meeting will be 

January 13th at 1:00 in the Fel-

lowship Hall. 

Retirement Planning 
An RMD, (Required Minimum 

Distribution), applies to tax de-

ferred accounts such as; tradi-

tional IRAs, 401Ks, SEPs, and 

other ac-

counts funded 

by pre-tax 

contributions. 

An RMD 

takes effect 

when the ac-

count owner 

turns age 70½ and must with-

said the she was working on 

BBS (Rain Forest Explorers) 

this summer. 

Stewardship: Bob 

Marchert passed out 

information about 

IRA changes that 

will be in the next 

newsletter. 

Youth: Deanna Korondi 

gave a report about the 

youth will be going to Higher 

Things in Knoxville Tennessee 

July 14-17th, 2020 

Publicity: Derek Chapman is 

updating the website, You Tube 

Channel and Facebook 

Page. 

Planning: Tim Bram-

meier stated that we did-

n’t have space upstairs 

for a restroom. He had a 

discussion about the play-

ground, if not needed do 

away with it. The board 

decided to take that item 

up at a later time. 

Care Committee: No Report 

Secretary: No Report 

Board President, Mark Fair-

hurst, stated that if you are new 

on the board you don’t need to 

do the end of the year reports. 

Unfinished Business: We have 

had a request to use 

the Fellowship Hall 

for a voting place. 

After a short discus-

sion a vote was 

taken, 7 yes / 5 no, 

passed to let Trinity 

Lutheran Church to 

be used voting place. 

Constitution update: after a 
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draw funds based on a govern-

ment formula called a life table. 

This withdrawal is treated as 

taxable income. Each year the 

life table increases the with-

drawal percentage. NOTE: The 

70½ age was recently raised to 

age 72 per the SECURE Act 

which is explained later in this 

article. 

A QCD, (Qualified Charitable 

Distribution) allows IRA hold-

ers age 70½ or older to donate 

to a charity from their IRA tax 

free. The funds must be issued 

directly to a qualified charity 

from the IRA account. For the 

donor (IRA account owner) the 

advantage of a QCD is that it 

can satisfy the 

RMD from an 

IRA without 

having the 

distribution 

included in 

their income. 

It is impor-

tant to coordi-

nate the QCD 

with your financial advisor 

(distribution), the charity 

(receipt acknowledgment), and 

your accountant (tax reporting). 

The SECURE Act (Setting 

Every Community Up for Re-

tirement Enhancement Act), 

was passed into law on Decem-

ber 20, 2019 and is effective 

January 1, 2020. Several key 

provisions of the law are: 

1) Increase in the age for 

RMDs. Starting in 2020, the law 

increases the RMD age from 

70½ to 72. Anyone turning 70½ 

These laws and their changes 

can be confusing. If you have 

any questions, I 

recommend that 

you discuss them 

with your ac-

countant, attorney, 

and financial advi-

sor. 

Bob Marchert – 

Stewardship Chair 

in 2020 is not required to 

take an RMD. Anyone 

who has started taking 

RMDs prior to 

2020 will 

need to 

continue 

taking 

them. 

2) The 

“stretch” 

option of 

the IRA has 

been re- duced. For 

certain non-spouse beneficiar-

ies, an inherited IRA will now 

need to be distributed within 10 

years, rather than over the life 

span of the beneficiary, which 

was the prior law. This may 

have an impact for clients 

that have an IRA trust as 

part of their legacy 

planning. You 

should discuss 

with your attor-

ney strategies 

that may assist 

you in legacy 

planning. 

3) Repeal of maxi-

mum age for tradi-

tional IRA contri-

butions. Now 

any person over 

age 70  with 

earned income 

can make con-

tributions to a 

traditional IRA in 2020. 

4) Other provisions address the 

expansion of the 529 plans 

(education funding) and tax 

credits for business retirement 

plans. 


