
Volume 36, No 1                                                                                    January, 2015 

Is It Proselytizing or Evangelism? 

the leaders of our society – many 
of them without any clear knowl-
edge of what they’re doing – re-
ject and condemn Christianity 
because they realize it claims to 
be true for everybody. They 
don’t mind if a person believes, 
just so long as they don’t say it 
out loud. But if a person insists 
on stating publicly that they be-
lieve what the Bible clearly 
teaches, it won’t be long before 
they start calling such persons 
“intolerant.” This charge is de-
signed to make us Christians re-
coil in horror at our mission ef-

forts and cease 
engaging in 

them. But if we analyze what this 
charge really means, we’ll soon 
discover that they are simply 
blowing smoke in an effort to 
confuse us. 

The word, “intolerant” actually 
has several meanings, but only 
two of them are really important 
to our discussion here. The first 
meaning of this word is that one 
may not co-exist or live with 
anyone who disagrees with us – 
and to be sure, all those who dis-
agree with us we will seek to re-

Today there is a cultural war 
against proselytizing, that is, 
against efforts for the Church to 
convert non-Christians to Christi-
anity. You see, the secular world 
wants to be independent of God. 
Indeed, it wants this so badly that 
it’s willing to deny or ignore the 
overwhelming evidence for God’s 
existence, and cling to the highly 
improbable scenario that every-
thing we see and hear has occurred 
by chance. While many religions 
can co-exist within the secular 
world – either because their de-
mands are low, or because they’re 
highly subjective – 
Christianity cannot. 
The Christian faith is 
based only on Divine 
Revelation. It is exclu-
sive to those who ac-
cept that Revelation. 
And in that Revelation we learn 
that the truth of our religion must 
therefore be true for everybody in 
the world if it is true at all. If we 
are to be true Christians, we will 
assuredly believe this – and if we 
believe this, we will also have an 
urgent desire to bring others to be-
lieve it as well. However, that is 
precisely where our problems be-
gin. 

Outward society is, in fact, quite 
confused about spiritual matters – 
all spiritual matters. Those who are 

move themselves from our pres-
ence, our sphere of activity, and 
possibly even from any possible 
contact with us at all. By this defi-
nition, one proselytizes – that is, 
seeks to make others acceptable to 
them – by converting them to their 
way of thinking. And if such per-
sons fail to be converted, then 
they will themselves become ob-
jects of persecution or incarcera-
tion. This is precisely the kind of 
intolerance which was practiced in 
17th century New England by the 
Puritans – who openly persecuted 
anyone who disagreed with their 
Calvinist doctrines. Nor was the 
persecution limited to New Eng-

land. Lutherans in New 
Amsterdam (now 
known as New York) 
were forced to hold 
their worship services 

in barns lest they be caught wor-
shiping in the “Lutheran” tradi-
tion. Lutherans had to hide their 
children to prevent the civil au-
thorities from baptizing them as 
Reformed. 

The other meaning of “intolerant” 
however is that we refuse to put 
up with nonsense, mediocrity, and 
malice. There are some things 
which simply ought not to be tol-
erated because of the fact that they 
are inherently evil. A teacher who 
tolerates D papers from a student 
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who’s capable of turning in an A 
paper is not acting with justice. 
The judge who tolerates perjury in 
his courtroom, the squad leader 
who tolerates desertion by his 
squad, the father who tolerates his 
child’s addiction to junk food, or 
yields to his children’s insistence 
that they not be forced to attend 
Church services, or the sports fan 
who tolerates the vanity of their fa-
vorite athletes are all do- ing 
what is wrong. They 
must not say that they 
have no choice but to 
be tolerant, for to toler-
ate such things is simply evil. 

And that brings us to false re-
ligion. While it’s true that there 
might be falsehood in some tradi-
tional religions – whether it simply 
be idolatrous or “Unitarian” – a far 
worse form of false religion infects 
our society than might be found 
formally in any traditional disci-
pline. What I’m speaking of is the 
cult of “Progress.” This false relig-
ion began sometime during the 
period of the Renaissance. Its basic 
doctrine is that collective mankind 
can, by the use of reason, build a 
just, orderly, and if not good, then 
at least a value-neutral society. 
That is absolutely false. Neither an 
individual, nor collective mankind, 
can build anything that is not evil. 
An individual might build some-
thing that’s less evil – and some 
collective efforts might even be 
blessed for a while – but the idea 
that mankind is good undermines 
everything the Scriptures teach – 
everything we know from our own 
experiences here in this life. The 
truth of the matter is that you can’t 
make good pudding with rotten 
eggs, and neither can you make a 
just society based on false ideas. 
And while we can do no better in 
this life, we can call people to a 

life hereafter in which we will be 
ruled directly by the Messiah. To 
gain people for that great good, we 
have no alternative but to prosely-
tize them. 

But today the loudest voices in our 
society often confuse proselytizing 
with persecution. That’s because 
both of them answer the question 
as to whether all value systems are 
equal in the negative. But while 
persecution seeks to change opin-
ions by force, proselytizing at-

tempts to per-
suade – either by 

verbal argument, 
or by setting up a 

working model of 
the good it’s trying to 

promote. Each individual 
Christian can do the lat-
ter by being like Jesus in 
His dealings with His 
neighbors. We still 
seek the same end re-
sult, that people be 
converted to our 

faith. There are 
some – like C. S. 

Lewis – who can be converted by 
verbal arguments. But those verbal 
arguments were prepared for by 
the tons of good literature Lewis 
had previously read which had 
been written by Christian authors, 
all of which he found far more in-
teresting than what was written by 
atheists and secularists – even 
though Lewis did not believe in 
God at the time. 

There is also such a thing as good-
ness – even in people – all sorts 
and kinds of people. But that’s not 
to equate goodness with righteous-
ness – for indeed, no one is right-
eous in the sight of God outside of 
faith in Jesus Christ. But the an-
cient world’s classics show us peo-
ple acting in virtuous ways, and 

modern history also has many 
cases of wisdom, kindness, cour-
age, humility, honesty, and love of 
justice. There’s a sense in which 
we have to condemn even the vir-
tuous, because God demands per-
fection. We don’t call the virtuous 
evil, but we must point out the im-
perfections, because they place the 
soul in mortal danger. We point 
people to the Perfect One. And 
only from Revelation of Holy 
Scripture can anyone know about 
the Perfect One. He is the One who 
alone exchanges His perfection for 
our worst evils – as well as for our 
imperfections. The only system 
that has the answer to mankind’s 
ills is Christianity. And while we 
gladly tolerate all religions, and at-
tempt to co-exist peacefully with 
those who profess them, we cannot 
accept the false claim that their 
“hope” is as valid as ours. And 
while our Lord Jesus absolutely 
forbids us to use force in convert-
ing anyone to Christianity, at the 
same time He also urgently en-
courages us to “make disciples of 
all nations,” which we only accom-
plish when we make converts – 
which is to be the goal of all who 
profess Christ as Savior. May our 
Lord graciously give us each the 
will to do this as He gives us op-
portunity! 

Birthdays 
Jonah Korondi  .........................  1/3 
Ellen Propst  .............................  1/8 
Eli Ramer  ..............................  1/10 
Harry Akiyama  .....................  1/12 
Jacob Wornson  ......................  1/13 
Janice Bozarth  .......................  1/16 
Tony Alshouse  ......................  1/18 
Katherine Rogers  ..................  1/21 
A.J. Martinez  .........................  1/22 
Marcea Harms  .......................  1/26 
Laura Perry  ...........................  1/27 
Leslie Young  .........................  1/29 
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Joyce Lehning  .......................  1/30 
Doris Mann  .............................  2/4 
John Barth  ...............................  2/4 
Steve Christensen  ...................  2/6 
Kevin Schroeder  .....................  2/6 
Megan O'Grady  ......................  2/7 
Max Goodwin  .........................  2/8 

Baptisms 
Nancy Oldag  ...........................  1/1 
Mark Young  ...........................  1/1 
Leslie Young  ..........................  1/1 
Natalie Jackson  .......................  1/1 
Lisa Starkebaum  .....................  1/2 
Tanner Mayes  .........................  1/5 
Dorothy Riley  .........................  1/8 
Linda Newman  .......................  1/8 
Matthew Cuba  ........................  1/8 
Laura Perry  ...........................  1/13 
Max Goodwin  .......................  1/13 
Christi Fent  ...........................  1/15 
Aaron Propst  .........................  1/21 
Jonah Korondi  ......................  1/21 
Jane Alshouse  .......................  1/29 
Katelyn Brammeier  ..............  1/29 
June Lueckert  .........................  2/1 
Mary Ellett  ..............................  2/1 
Bette Hensel  .........................  2/10 
Jacob Wornson  .....................  2/10 

Anniversaries 
Craig & Shari Schley 

1/1/2011 
Jeremy & Angel Harms 

1/9/1999 
Bill & Karen Wersinger 

1/14/1995 
Mark & Leslie Young 

2/8/1992 

Elders 
Vic Edwards 

Larry Goodroad 
Ken Meier 

Dallas Hoffman 
Peter Korondi 
Bill Moore, Jr. 

Acolytes 
1/18  ..............................  Eli Ramer 
1/25  ......................  Gabriel Sowell 

Ushers 
January 18 & 25 

Elias LeBoeuf, John Luppes 

Greeters 
January 18 

Jeff & Joyce Lehning 
January 25 

June Lueckert, Doris Mann 

Altar Guild 
January 18 

Dee Hoffman, Leslie Young 
January 25 

June Ramer, Phyllis Clemens 

It Is To Laugh 

Lutherans For Life 
The Northland Chapter meets the 
quarterly at the home of Fran and 
Marsha Szarejko. If you have any 
questions, please contact Kimberly 
Murphy, 628-6815. Everyone is in-
vited to join us at these meetings. 

Trinity Care Group 

Do you need assistance because of 
illness, birth of a baby, death, hos-
pitalization, etc.? Trinity Care 
Group can help. We would be 
happy to arrange for providing 
meals, doing errands, visiting with 
the family, etc. Please contact 
Penny Harris at 628-4121. 

Youth 
Thanks to everyone who supported 
our Youth group BINGO fund-
raiser held on Saturday, November 
15. The youth group met their goal 
of raising $750 that evening which 
was also matched by Thrivent.  
Thank you to the Family Fellow-
ship group for co-hosting the event 
this year with their Chili Cook-off 
which made the event even more 
fun.   

Please SAVE THE DATE for the 
Annual Sweetheart Dinner which 
will be held on Saturday, February 
7th this year. This is a fun date 
night for you and your sweetheart. 
Get dressed up, have your photo 
taken, and enjoy yourself at dinner 
while being waited on by some of 
Trinity’s finest youth. You can also 
make reservations to come with a 
group of friends. The youth group 
will be taking reservations soon for 
this event. We hope to see you 
there!    

Trinity’s youth group consists of 
6th – 12th graders. We would love 
for you to come join us!! Please 
watch the bulletin and kiosk for 
updates on upcoming events. If 
you have any questions, please feel 
free to give me a call. 

Lisa Starkebaum 
Youth Director  

Proposed Mission 
Resolution 

What follows is a copy of a pro-
posed resolution concerning our 
congregation’s mission giving. It 
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was brought up at the last Voter’s 
Meeting but was tabled so that eve-
ryone would have a chance to look 
it over before our next Voter’s 
Meeting on February 8th The rea-
son for the resolution was that the 
Board felt that there were other 
missions in our Church body are 
more in need of funding than how 
we are currently distributing our 
mission gifts. 

Whereas, Trinity 
Lutheran Church 
of Kearney, 
Missouri 
(hereafter 
referred 
to as Trin-
ity Lu-
theran 
Church) is 
committed to 
missions and be-
lieves in the 
spreading of 
God’s Word, and 

Whereas, Trinity Lutheran Church 
is also committed to developing 
our children to be stewards of 
God’s Word, and 

Whereas, Trinity Lutheran Church 
has already supported the North-
land Lutheran School Association 
(NLSA) and Martin Luther Acad-
emy for a great many years, and 

Whereas many of the goals of the 
NLSA and Martin Luther Acad-
emy have already been met, and  

Whereas the NLSA and Martin 
Luther Academy are now finan-
cially stable, and 

Whereas, Trinity Lutheran Church 
also recognizes that there are other 
entities which are in need of finan-
cial support including Lutheran 
High School, Kansas City, and the 

Seminaries of  the Missouri Synod, 
therefore 

Be It Resolved that Trinity Lu-
theran Church, at the end of the 
current school year, terminate its 
membership in the NLSA, but still 
continue to support the NLSA with 
an amount equal to approximately 
one-third (1/3) of what is currently 
being sent to them, and 

Be It Further Resolved 
that Trinity Lu-

theran 
Church 
use the re-
maining 

two-thirds 
(2/3) of the 
money cur-

rently being sent 
to the NLSA to 

support Lutheran 
High School of 
Kansas City and 
Concordia Theo-

logical Seminary, 
Fort Wayne, Indiana, and 

Be It Finally Resolved that Trinity 
Lutheran Church go on record as 
fully supporting the mission work 
of the aforementioned entities as 
well as any other forms of mission-
ary activity as might be directed by 
the voters of Trinity Lutheran 
Church in the future. 

Respectfully Submitted: 
Trinity Lutheran Church 
Board of Directors 

Every Gift 
Is From Above 

In the book of James we are told 
“Every good gift and every perfect 
gift is from above, coming down 
from the Father of lights with 
whom there is no variation or 
shadow due to change.” (1:17) 

Every gift is from above! Every 
gift it perfect! This clear confes-
sion of the Scriptures makes this 
season of the Church year ripe for 
teaching stewardship in a whole 
life way. What a wonderful oppor-
tunity we have each year to teach 
(and remember) that the gifts that 
are wrapped in the shiny paper nes-
tled under the splendidly trimmed 
tree or stuffed in the stocking hung 
by the chimney with care are not 
from some rotund man in red suit – 
or even from the parents who love 
them more than life itself. These 
gifts actually are given to us from 
God! How might this teaching 
change the way that we all look at 
the First Article gifts that we give 
and receive at Christmas and at 
other times during the year? 

ACELC Free Conference 
Now is the time to register to at-
tend the ACELC Free Conference, 
which will be held at Holy Cross 
Lutheran Church in Kansas City 
February 10-13th. The topic of this 
year’s Conference is “Office of the 
Holy Ministry, Part II” )The Un-
biblical Removal of Pastors). 
Speakers will include pastors and 
theologians from all parts of the 
Missouri Synod, and includes a 
banquet at Hawthorne House in 
Parkville. You can register online 
at www.acelc.net. Cost is $99 for 
one person, or $130 for a couple, 
both of which include the cost of 
the banquet. 

Ladies Night Out       
Our next event is January 12 at 
6:00 PM. We will be headed to 
Vantana Grill in Excelsior Springs. 
We will meet there for an evening 
of fellowship and good food. 
Please plan to join us! Pease sign 
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up on the kiosk. Questions? Con-
tact Shari Schley at (816) 686-
3270. 

MLA 
Greetings to you in the name of 
our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 
Many great and exciting things are 
happening this school year at MLA 
that I would like to make you 
aware of and invite you to: 

Saturday, March 28th – MLA Auc-
tion – TBA – MLA Gymnasium 

Saturday, April 18th – MLA Golf 
Outing – 1:00 pm – Winterstone 
Golf Course 

Thursday, April 23rd – Spring Ex-
travaganza Program – 6:00 pm – 
MLA Gymnasium 

Your support, prayers and involve-
ment at MLA are greatly appreci-
ated and encouraged. The 2014-15 
school year is progressing beauti-
fully. Please consider attending 
some of our upcoming events to 
see how God is using and prepar-
ing our awesome students! 

God’s richest blessings to all of 
you. 

Yours in Christ, 

Rick Schneider, MLA Principal 

Board of Director's 
Meeting 

December 8th, 2014 

Members present: Connie Bram-
meier, Mark Fairhurst, Dan 
Goodroad, Kari Goodroad, Larry 
Goodroad, Penny Harris, Bob 
Marchert, Pastor, Norm Sowell, 
and Andy Starkebaum. 

Bob called the meeting to order. 
Pastor opened with prayer. 

Norm moved we accept the min-
utes from November's meeting, 
Mark seconded. 

Pastor: Nothing to report. 

Vice President: Nothing to report. 

Treasurer's Report: Dan moved we 

receive the report, Norm seconded. 

Elders: The elders discussed visits 
and studied the Book of Concord at 
their 11/10 meeting. 

Properties: Recently bought new 
thermostats and the elevator passed 
inspection. 

Evangelism: Everyone is to bring a 
casserole and dessert to the upcom-
ing voters' meeting. 

Education: The Christmas program 
practice has started. We still need 5 
more participants. 

Stewardship: Nothing to report. 

Youth: Nothing to report. 

Public Relations: Nothing to re-
port. 

Planning: Nothing to report. 

Services: Nothing to report. 

Preschool: Laura will be student 
teaching for the next few months 
but will remain the director. Karen 
is coming back to fill in for her 
while she is away. Stacy asked for 
an additional $250/month to take 
on additional duties while Laura is 
gone, Pastor and Laura decided on 
$200. In January, Laura is planning 
to work with schools to get litera-
ture to parents and hold an open 
house to promote our preschool. 

Unfinished Business: Director's re-

ports are due at the January meet-
ing so we can go over them at the 
2015 congregational meeting. 

Norm moved we approve the 
topics of Elections, 
Budget, Missions, 

Thrivent, and the Chairlift 
for the upcoming voter's 
meeting. Mark seconded. 

New Business: The next 
Board of Director's meet-
ing will be January 12th. 
The Congregational Meet-
ing will be February 8th. 

Pastor closed with prayer. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Emily Goodroad 

Contrasts In 
The Incarnation 

Although Christmas is past, reflec-
tions on the meaning of Christmas, 
especially as it relates to our life 
and salvation in Christ are always 
worth noting. This came to me af-
ter Christmas, but I thought you 
might enjoy considering it as we 
now enter into a new year. 

Both the first woman, Eve, and the 
Virgin Mary, the mother of our 
Lord Jesus, had angels appear to 
them. 

To Eve it was Lucifer 

To Mary it was Gabriel. 

To Eve the angel had his own mes-
sage about God. 

To Mary, the angel Gabriel carried 
God’s message. 

To Eve, the message from Lucifer 
was that God was a liar. 

To Mary, the message was that 
God is Truth. 

Eve was told that she would be-
come like God, a lie. 

Gabriel told Mary that she would 
be the mother of God. 
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Eve believed the lie and fell head-
long into sin with her husband, 
Adam. 

Mary believed the promise and 
consented to God’s will. 

Because of Eve, the womb has be-
came a tomb. 

Because of Mary, the womb be-
comes the home of God. 

Eve’s name means the 
mother of all the living. 

Mary’s womb holds the Sav-
ior of all the living. 

Eve gives birth to the first 
murderer. 

Mary gives birth to the New 
Adam. 

In Eve’s actions (along with 
her husband’s) all became 
sinners 

In Mary’s Son all are made 
righteous. 

Schedule Your 
House Blessing 

The Christian home is unlike 
other homes. It is a place of 
prayer centered around the 
Scriptures, Catechism and 
Hymnal. As such, it is an ex-
tension of the House of God. 
Therefore, it is fitting that the 
home is blessed by the Pas-
tor. 

This house blessing should 
be done when it is first occu-
pied, and it may be repeated 
every year. In this way, the 
Christian hears that God's 
care and protection extends 
to his possessions and family 
members. 

The Christians is also com-
forted to hear that that, dur-
ing family turmoil and in 

times of distress, our heavenly Fa-
ther is ready to extend His aid and 
consolation. 

For these reasons, and many oth-
ers, members of Trinity are encour-
aged to schedule an appointment 
with the Pastor so that he might 
bless the home in this new year 

Family Fellowship 
The Family Fellow Group will 
have its annual Pizza/Planning/
Game Night on January 17, 6:00 
PM, in the fellowship hall. Pizza 
and drinks will be provided. Each 
family should bring a snack/dessert 
to share, games to play and ideas 
for activities. 


