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“Behold, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world!” John the Baptist spoke that 

prophetic phrase at the beginning of Jesus’ public ministry. Today we see these words ful-

filled, as we meditate on the death of the Son of God on our behalf – for in His death (as Holy 

Scripture promises) we now have life and salvation! 

The Lighting of The Candles 
(There Will Be No Pre-Service Music) 

The Opening Hymn 
“Jesus, Priceless Treausre” . . . #743 

The Confession of Sins 

Pastor:    Almighty God, our Maker and Redeemer, we poor sinners confess to You that we are 
by nature sinful and unclean, and that we have sinned against You by thought, word, 

and deed. Therefore we flee for refuge to Your boundless mercy, seeking and implor-

ing Your grace for the sake of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

People:   O most merciful God, since You have given Your only-begotten Son to die for us, 
have mercy on us, and for His sake, grant us forgiveness of all our sins. By Your 

Holy Spirit increase in us true knowledge of Your will and true obedience to Your 

Word, to the end, that by Your grace, we may come to everlasting life; through Jesus 

Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

Pastor:    Almighty God, our Heavenly Father, has had mercy on us, has given His only Son to 
die for us, and for His sake forgives us all our sin. To those who believe on His name 

He gives power to become the children of God and has promised them His Holy 

Spirit. He that believes and is Baptized shall be saved...Grant this Lord, unto us all. 

People:   Amen. 

The Introit (Spoken, Whole Verse by Whole Verse) 

He was wounded for our transgressions; He was crushed for our iniquities; 
      Upon Him was the chastisement that brought us peace, and with His stripes we are healed. 

O LORD, rebuke me not in Your anger, 

      Nor discipline me in Your wrath! 

For Your arrows have sunk into me, 

      And Your hand has come down on me. 

There is no soundness in my flesh because of Your indignation; 

      There is no health in my bones because of my sin. 

For my iniquities have gone over my head; 

      Like a heavy burden, they are too heavy for me. 

I confess my iniquity; 

      I am sorry for my sin. 

Make haste to help me, 

      O Lord, my Salvation! 
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The Sixth Candle Is Extinguished. 

† The Gospel According To St. John 19:31-42 † 

Therefore, because it was the Preparation Day, that the bodies should not remain on the cross 

on the Sabbath (for that Sabbath was a high day), the Jews asked Pilate that their legs might be 

broken, and that they might be taken away. 

Then the soldiers came and broke the legs of the first and of the other who was crucified with 

Him. But when they came to Jesus and saw that He was already dead, they did not break His 

legs. But one of the soldiers pierced His side with a spear, and immediately blood and water 

came out. 

And he who has seen has testified, and his testimony is true; and he knows that he is telling the 

truth, so that you may believe. For these things were done that the Scripture should be fulfilled, 

“Not one of His bones shall be broken.” And again another Scripture says, “They shall look on 

Him whom they pierced.” 

The Hymn of Response 
“Jesus, in Your Dying Woes” . . . #447 - Verses 19-21 

Pastor:   Let us pray. Lord Jesus Christ, as You gave Your life on the cross in our place, You 
commended Your spirit into the loving hands of Your heavenly Father. Now give us, 

we pray, the grace to trust in You in all things. When our time here draws to an end, 

grant us peace, so that we may close our eyes with confidence in the knowledge that 

we also will dwell forever in the hands of our heavenly Father. 

People:   Amen. 

The Seventh Candle Is Extinguished. 

The Lord’s Prayer 

The Last Candle Is Removed 

The last candle, still burning, is carried out of the Chancel, leaving the Sanctuary in darkness. 
After a short time, a loud noise will be heard (traditionally called the “Strepitus”). This is to 
symbolize the earthquake which shook the entire land at the time of Christ’s death. During this 
time the congregation is invited to meditate silently on Christ’s suffering and death.  

The Candle Is Returned 

The returning of the candle to its place on the Altar symbolizes that our redemption has now 
been completed. If you like you may remain for a time of silent meditation and prayer. When 
you exit the Nave, please leave in silence. The Easter morning celebration will begin with a 
Sunrise Service at 6:30, followed by the annual Easter Breakfast sponsored by the Youth 
Group from 7:30 till 8:45. Following breakfast we will have our second Service at 9:00. Both 
the 6:30 and 9:00 services are essentially the same. There will be no Sunday School or Bible 
Class on Easter Sunday. 
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He was wounded for our transgressions; He was crushed for our iniquities; 
      Upon Him was the chastisement that brought us peace, and with His stripes we are 

      healed. 

The Collect Prayer 

Pastor:   Almighty God, graciously behold this, Your Church and family, for whom our Lord 
Jesus Christ was willing to be betrayed, to be given into the hands of sinners, and to 

suffer death on the cross; who now lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever. 

People:   Amen. 

The Old Testament Lesson 
Isaiah 52:13-53:12 

Behold, My Servant shall deal prudently; He shall be exalted and extolled and be very high. 

Just as many were astonished at you, so His visage was marred more than any man, and His 

form more than the sons of men; so shall He sprinkle many nations. Kings shall shut their 

mouths at Him; for what had not been told them they shall see, and what they had not heard 

they shall consider. Who has believed our report? And to whom has the arm of the Lord been 

revealed? For He shall grow up before Him as a tender plant, and as a root out of dry ground. 

He has no form or comeliness; and when we see Him, there is no beauty that we should desire 

Him. He is despised and rejected by men, a Man of sorrows and acquainted with grief. And we 

hid, as it were, our faces from Him; He was despised, and we did not esteem Him. 

Surely He has borne our griefs And carried our sorrows; yet we esteemed Him stricken, smit-

ten by God, and afflicted. But He was wounded for our transgressions, He was bruised for our 

iniquities; the chastisement for our peace was upon Him, and by His stripes we are healed. All 

we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned, every one, to his own way; and the Lord has 

laid on Him the iniquity of us all. He was oppressed and He was afflicted, yet He opened not 

His mouth; He was led as a lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep before its shearers is silent, so 

He opened not His mouth. 

He was taken from prison and from judgment, and who will declare His generation? For He 

was cut off from the land of the living; for the transgressions of My people He was stricken. 

And they made His grave with the wicked – but with the rich at His death, because He had 

done no violence, nor was any deceit in His mouth. Yet it pleased the Lord to bruise Him; He 

has put Him to grief. When You make His soul an offering for sin, He shall see His seed, He 

shall prolong His days, and the pleasure of the Lord shall prosper in His hand. He shall see the 

labor of His soul, and be satisfied. By His knowledge My righteous Servant shall justify many, 

for He shall bear their iniquities. Therefore I will divide Him a portion with the great, and He 

shall divide the spoil with the strong, because He poured out His soul unto death, and He was 

numbered with the transgressors, and He bore the sin of many, and made intercession for the 

transgressors. 
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Pastor:   This is the Word of the Lord. 

People:   Thanks be to God. 

The Gradual (Spoken All in Unison) 

Christ entered the Most Holy Place once for all. 

      By His own blood, having obtained eternal redemption. 

He is the Mediator of a new covenant. 

      That those who are called may receive the promised eternal inheritance. 

He provided redemption for His people. 

      He ordained His covenant forever. 

The Epistle Lesson 
Hebrews 4:14-16; 5:7-9 

Seeing then that we have a great High Priest who has passed through the heavens, Jesus the 

Son of God, let us hold fast our confession. For we do not have a High Priest who cannot sym-

pathize with our weaknesses, but was in all points tempted as we are, yet without sin. Let us 

therefore come boldly to the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy and find grace to help 

in time of need. This is He who, in the days of His flesh, when He had offered up prayers and 

supplications, with vehement cries and tears to Him who was able to save Him from death, and 

was heard because of His godly fear, though He was a Son, yet He learned obedience by the 

things which He suffered. And having been perfected, He became the Author of eternal salva-

tion to all who obey Him... 

Pastor:   In many and various ways God spoke to His people of old through the prophets. 

People:   But in these last days He has spoken to us by His Son. 

The Reproaches 

Pastor:   Thus says the Lord: “What have I done to you, O My people, and wherein have I 
offended you? Answer Me. For I have raised you up out of the prison house of sin 

and death, and you have delivered up your Redeemer to be scourged. I have 

redeemed you from the house of bondage, and you have nailed your Savior to the 

cross. O My people.” 

People:   Holy Lord God, holy and mighty God, holy, most merciful Redeemer; God Eternal, 
leave us not to bitter death. O Lord, have mercy. 

Hymn of Response 
“O Dearest Jesus, What Law Hast Thou Broken” . . . #439, Vss. 1-5 

Pastor:   Thus says the Lord: “What have I done to you, O My people, and wherein have I 
offended you? Answer Me. For I have conquered all your foes, and you have given 

Me over and delivered Me to those who persecute Me. I have fed you with My Word 

and refreshed you with Living Water, and you have given Me gall and vinegar to 

drink. O My people.” 
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brew, Golgotha, where they crucified Him, and two others with Him, one on either side, and 

Jesus in the center. Now Pilate wrote a title and put it on the cross. And the writing was: Jesus 

of Nazareth, The King Of The Jews. 

Then many of the Jews read this title, for the place where Jesus was crucified was near the city; 

and it was written in Hebrew, Greek, and Latin. Therefore the chief priests of the Jews said to 

Pilate, “Do not write, ‘The King of the Jews,’ but, ‘He said, “I am the King of the Jews.”’ 

Pilate answered, “What I have written, I have written.” Then the soldiers, when they had cruci-

fied Jesus, took His garments and made four parts, to each soldier a part, and also the tunic. 

Now the tunic was without seam, woven from the top in one piece. They said therefore among 

themselves, “Let us not tear it, but cast lots for it, whose it shall be,” that the Scripture might be 

fulfilled which says: “They divided My garments among them, And for My clothing they cast 

lots.” Therefore the soldiers did these things. 

The Hymn of Response 
“Jesus, in Your Dying Woes” . . . #447 - Verses 13-15 

Pastor:   Let us pray. Our great Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, You endured not only spiritual 
anguish but also physical pain on the cross in our place. We now thirst for the healing 

that only You can provide. When we find ourselves suffering, give us peace and pa-

tience to endure whatever pain might come our way. Bring to mind all that You have 

endured for us, and give us that strength which only You can give, that we might bear 

our burdens by the grace of Your most holy example. 

People:   Amen. 

The Fifth Candle Is Extinguished. 

† The Gospel According To St. John 19:25-30 † 

Now there stood by the cross of Jesus His mother, and His mother’s sister, Mary the wife of 

Clopas, and Mary Magdalene. When Jesus therefore saw His mother, and the disciple whom 

He loved standing by, He said to His mother, “Woman, behold your son!” Then He said to the 

disciple, “Behold your mother!” And from that hour that disciple took her to his own home. 

After this, Jesus, knowing that all things were now accomplished, that the Scripture might be 

fulfilled, said, “I thirst!” Now a vessel full of sour wine was sitting there; and they filled a 

sponge with sour wine, put it on hyssop, and put it to His mouth. So when Jesus had received 

the sour wine, He said, “It is finished!” And bowing His head, He gave up His spirit. 

The Hymn of Response 
“Jesus, in Your Dying Woes” . . . #447 - Verses 16-18 

Pastor:   Let us pray. Lord Jesus Christ, You are the Author and Perfector of our faith. You 
didn’t stop short of finishing the task given to You by Your Father. So we pray now 

that You would complete in us also everything You intend for us, that as sons of God 

whose lives are hidden in You, we may live our lives to His glory. 

People:   Amen. 
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The Third Candle Is Extinguished. 

† The Gospel According To St. John 19:1-16a † 

So then Pilate took Jesus and scourged Him. And the soldiers twisted a crown of thorns and put 

it on His head, and they put on Him a purple robe. Then they said, “Hail, King of the Jews!” 

And they struck Him with their hands. Pilate then went out again, and said to them, “Behold, I 

am bringing Him out to you, that you may know that I find no fault in Him.” 

Then Jesus came out, wearing the crown of thorns and the purple robe. And Pilate said to them, 

“Behold the Man!” Therefore, when the chief priests and officers saw Him, they cried out, say-

ing, “Crucify Him, crucify Him!” Pilate said to them, “You take Him and crucify Him, for I 

find no fault in Him.” The Jews answered him, “We have a law, and according to our law He 

ought to die, because He made Himself the Son of God.” 

Therefore, when Pilate heard that saying, he was the more afraid, and went again into the Prae-

torium, and said to Jesus, “Where are You from?” But Jesus gave him no answer. Then Pilate 

said to Him, “Are You not speaking to me? Do You not know that I have power to crucify 

You, and power to release You?” 

Jesus answered, “You could have no power at all against Me unless it had been given you from 

above. Therefore the one who delivered Me to you has the greater sin.” From then on Pilate 

sought to release Him, but the Jews cried out, saying, “If you let this Man go, you are not Cae-

sar’s friend. Whoever makes himself a king speaks against Caesar.” When Pilate therefore 

heard that saying, he brought Jesus out and sat down in the judgment seat in a place that is 

called The Pavement, but in Hebrew, Gabbatha. Now it was the Preparation Day of the Pass-

over, and about the sixth hour. And he said to the Jews, “Behold your King!” But they cried 

out, “Away with Him, away with Him! Crucify Him!” Pilate said to them, “Shall I crucify your 

King?” The chief priests answered, “We have no king but Caesar!” 

The Hymn of Response 
“Jesus, in Your Dying Woes” . . . #447 - Verses 10-12 

Pastor:   Let us pray. Lord God, Father of all mankind and Creator of all that exists, You hold 
all people in Your power. We pray that You would not forsake the world which Your 

Son died to redeem. Even though the influence of sin and evil is all around us, assure 

us of Your continued presence in our midst. Help us to know the love You have for 

us in Your Son, that being saved through His suffering, death and merit, we might 

thereby show that same love to others. 

People:   Amen. 

The Fourth Candle Is Extinguished. 

† The Gospel According To St. John 19:16b-24 † 

Then he delivered Him to them to be crucified. Then they took Jesus and led Him away. And 

He, bearing His cross, went out to a place called the Place of a Skull, which is called in He-
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People:   Holy Lord God, holy and mighty God, holy, most merciful Redeemer; God Eternal, 
allow us not to lose hope in the face of death and hell. O Lord, have mercy. 

Hymn of Response 
“O Dearest Jesus, What Law Hast Thou Broken” . . . #439, Vss. 6-10 

Pastor:   Thus says the Lord: “What have I done to you, O My people, and wherein have I 
offended you? Answer Me. What more could have been done for My vineyard than I 

have done for it? When I looked for good grapes, why did it yield only bad? My 

people, is this how you thank your God? O My people.” 

People:   Holy Lord God, holy and mighty God, holy, most merciful Redeemer; God Eternal, 
keep us steadfast in the true faith. O Lord, have mercy. 

Hymn of Response 
“O Dearest Jesus, What Law Hast Thou Broken” . . . #439, Vss. 11-15 

†   The Passion Of Our Lord Jesus Christ    † 

Pastor:   The Lord be with you. 

People:   And with your spirit. 

Pastor:   Let us pray. Lord Jesus, You carried our sins in Your own body on the tree so that we 
might have life. May we and all who remember this day find new life in You, both 

now and in the world to come, where You live and reign with the Father and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

People:   Amen. 

† The Gospel According To St. John 18:1-11  † 

When Jesus had spoken these words, He went out with His disciples over the Brook Kidron, 

where there was a garden, which He and His disciples entered. And Judas, who betrayed Him, 

also knew the place; for Jesus often met there with His disciples. Then Judas, having received a 

detachment of troops, and officers from the chief priests and Pharisees, came there with lan-

terns, torches, and weapons. Jesus therefore, knowing all things that would come upon Him, 

went forward and said to them, “Whom are you seeking?” They answered Him, “Jesus of Naz-

areth.” Jesus said to them, “I am He.” And Judas, who betrayed Him, also stood with them. 

Now when He said to them, “I am He,” they drew back and fell to the ground. Then He asked 

them again, “Whom are you seeking?” And they said, “Jesus of Nazareth.” Jesus answered, “I 

have told you that I am He. Therefore, if you seek Me, let these go their way,” that the saying 

might be fulfilled which He spoke, “Of those whom You gave Me I have lost none.” Then 

Simon Peter, having a sword, drew it and struck the high priest’s servant, and cut off his right 

ear. The servant’s name was Malchus. So Jesus said to Peter, “Put your sword into the sheath. 

Shall I not drink the cup which My Father has given Me?” 

The Hymn of Response 
“Jesus, in Your Dying Woes” . . . #447 - Verses 1-3 
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Pastor:    Let us pray. Lord Jesus Christ, You are the Prince of Peace. When You were 
betrayed in the Garden, You didn’t respond harshly. When Your enemies came to 

arrest and take You away, You didn’t react in anger. When You were nailed to the 

cross, You prayed for the forgiveness of those who caused You to suffer. Give to us 

now those same virtues of gentleness, patience, and a forgiving spirit, that we might 

always repay evil with good. Teach us also to love our enemies, and as Your 

children, to live at peace with all. 

People:   Amen. 

The First Candle Is Extinguished. 

† The Gospel According To St. John 18:12-27 † 

Then the detachment of troops and the captain and the officers of the Jews arrested Jesus and 

bound Him. And they led Him away to Annas first, for he was the father-in-law of Caiaphas 

who was high priest that year. Now it was Caiaphas who advised the Jews that it was expedi-

ent that one man should die for the people. And Simon Peter followed Jesus, and so did an-

other disciple. Now that disciple was known to the high priest, and went with Jesus into the 

courtyard of the high priest. But Peter stood at the door outside. Then the other disciple, who 

was known to the high priest, went out and spoke to her who kept the door, and brought Peter 

in. Then the servant girl who kept the door said to Peter, “You are not also one of this Man’s 

disciples, are you?” He said, “I am not.” 

Now the servants and officers who had made a fire of coals stood there, for it was cold, and 

they warmed themselves. And Peter stood with them and warmed himself. The high priest then 

asked Jesus about His disciples and His doctrine. Jesus answered him, “I spoke openly to the 

world. I always taught in synagogues and in the Temple, where the Jews always meet, and in 

secret I have said nothing. Why do you ask Me? Ask those who have heard Me what I said to 

them. Indeed they know what I said.” And when He had said these things, one of the officers 

who stood by struck Jesus with the palm of his hand, saying, “Do You answer the high priest 

like that?” Jesus answered him, “If I have spoken evil, bear witness of the evil; but if well, why 

do you strike Me?” Then Annas sent Him bound to Caiaphas the high priest. Now Simon Peter 

stood and warmed himself. Therefore they said to him, “You are not also one of His disciples, 

are you?” He denied it and said, “I am not!” 

One of the servants of the high priest, a relative of him whose ear Peter cut off, said, “Did I not 

see you in the garden with Him?” Peter then denied again; and immediately a rooster crowed. 

The Hymn of Response 
“Jesus, in Your Dying Woes” . . . #447 - Verses 4-6 

Pastor:    Let us pray. Lord Jesus Christ, like Peter, we have also denied You on so many oc-
casions – when we should have instead boldly confessed our faith. Give us the 

strength and wherewithal, we pray, to always stand steadfastly on Your Word and in 

the faith, so that even in the face of death we might never be ashamed to own You or 
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have Your name upon our lips. And when our last hour comes, hold us ever more 

firmly in the faith, and bring us to live with You in Paradise forever. 

People:   Amen. 

The Second Candle Is Extinguished. 

† The Gospel According To St. John 18:28-40 † 

Then they led Jesus from Caiaphas to the Praetorium, and it was early morning. But they 

themselves did not go into the Praetorium, lest they should be defiled, but that they might 

eat the Passover. Pilate then went out to them and said, “What accusation do you bring 

against this Man?” They answered and said to him, “If He were not an evildoer, we would 

not have delivered Him up to you.” Then Pilate said to them, “You take Him and judge Him 

according to your law.” 

Therefore the Jews said to him, “It is not lawful for us to put anyone to death,” that the say-

ing of Jesus might be fulfilled which He spoke, signifying by what death He would die. 

Then Pilate entered the Praetorium again, called Jesus, and said to Him, “Are You the King 

of the Jews?” Jesus answered him, “Are you speaking for yourself about this, or did others 

tell you this concerning Me?” Pilate answered, “Am I a Jew? Your own nation and the chief 

priests have delivered You to me. What have You done?” 

Jesus answered, “My kingdom is not of this world. If My kingdom were of this world, My 

servants would fight, so that I should not be delivered to the Jews; but now My kingdom is 

not from here.” Pilate therefore said to Him, “Are You a king then?” Jesus answered, “You 

say rightly that I am a king. For this cause I was born, and for this cause I have come into 

the world, that I should bear witness to the truth. Everyone who is of the truth hears My 

voice.” 

Pilate said to Him, “What is truth?” And when he had said this, he went out again to the 

Jews, and said to them, “I find no fault in Him at all. “But you have a custom that I should 

release someone to you at the Passover. Do you therefore want me to release to you the King 

of the Jews?” Then they all cried again, saying, “Not this Man, but Barabbas!” Now Barab-

bas was a robber. 

The Hymn of Response 
“Jesus, in Your Dying Woes” . . . #447 - Verses 7-9 

Pastor:    Let us pray. Lord Jesus Christ, even as You stood before Pilate and could have 
spoken words which would have caused him to set You free, nonetheless You con-

tinued down that road which You knew would lead to an agonizing death on 

Calvary’s cross. We therefore pray that in the hour of our death You would keep 

us strong and steadfast in the faith, that looking to You for all things, we might 

receive the end of our faith, even the forgiveness of sins. 

People:   Amen. 


