
 

You Shall Not Misuse God’s Name 

The 2nd Commandment & Luke 23:46 

Trinity Lutheran – Kearney, Missouri 

April 19, 2019 – Good Friday 

† † † † † † † 

In the name of the Father, and † of the 

Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. In 

the Second Commandment we are told 

by God that we are not to misuse His 

name, but call upon it in every trouble, 

pray, praise, and give thanks. But then 

we see Jesus on this Friday we call 

Good – bitterly betrayed by both Judas 

and us, as together we use our mouths 

to cut a dastardly deal with the devil to 

fain some much needed cash. With Pe-

ter we too have denied Him so as to 

make our lives easier. “I swear to God,” 

we say, “I don’t know this Man. I’ll be 

damned if I’m one of His followers.” 

Then finally we see Jesus appallingly 

abandoned by us and the rest of His dis-

ciples. “Let’s high tail it out of here,” 

we cry. “We could be arrested too. We 

can’t be seen with Him anymore. It’s 

too risky.” With friends like that, who 

needs enemies? 

But His enemies show up, too – in 

spades – hurling insults, mocking and 

sneering. “He saved others,” they 

screech, “let Him save Himself if He’s 

really the Christ of God, the Chosen 

One, the King of the Jews.” “Think 

about yourself for a change, Jesus! 

Climb down off that cross if You’re re-

ally the Messiah.” But our Lord Christ 

predicted all this would happen – that 

He would be betrayed and given over to 

the “hands” of sinful men – whose 

hands, along with ours, usually get what 

they want. And so Judas’ treason and 

ours gives Jesus over to His enemies. 

Then our hands – clenched, tightened, 

opened and shaking – slap, beat, pum-

mel, flog, pierce and pin Him with 

hammer and nail to the cross. 

In the midst of all His enemies – the 

evil powers of sin, death, Satan and hor-

rific suffering – while bearing the sin of 

the world and facing torture, death, and 

its damnation – Jesus, in an act of in-

credible trust and faith, placed Himself 

into His father’s care, praying not to 

some generic god, but to God the Fa-

ther, His Father and ours. To be sure, 

throughout His life here in this world, 

He was always praying to His Father – 

even in Gethsemane, when He prayed: 

“Father, if You are willing take this cup 

from Me; yet not My will, but Yours be 

done.” Even during those horrible mo-

ments when He hung on the cross be-

tween two convicted criminals He 

prayed: “Father, forgive them, for they 

know not what they do.” 

And now the Holy One, Jesus – in the 

throes of agony and pain, staring down 

death and damnation as the Sinner, 

bearing the sin of the world for the sake 

of sinners – once again prayed to His 



 

Father, saying: “Father, into Your hands 

I commit My spirit.” This may have 

been the very first prayer Jesus learned 

as a Boy. It was the “Now I Lay Me 

Down to Sleep Prayer” of all Hebrew 

families – a prayer that flows from faith 

and relies on God the Father for help 

and every aid – for everything – even, 

and perhaps especially, at the moment 

of death. 

Then Jesus died with this prayer upon 

His lips. Even then He used God’s name 

properly. In the face of death He still 

looked to the Father for help, consola-

tion, aid and deliverance. He had un-

doubtedly learned at Joseph’s feet – 

even as all our children are to learn at 

the feet of their fathers – yet another 

prayer from the Psalms: “Call upon Me 

in the day of trouble; I will deliver you, 

and you shall glorify Me.” From such 

promises Jesus lived and died. His un-

wavering trust in His Father continued 

even at this moment – for us and for our 

salvation, which He won and accom-

plished by His bitter suffering and death 

on Good Friday. 

And His death has borne fruit in your 

life, for you have been Baptized into 

His death – the only death that counts as 

payment for your sin. Such Faith in Je-

sus then leads to the proper use of your 

mouth – so that every day you might al-

so call upon the Father in every trouble 

with praise and thanksgiving – in the 

morning when you wake to a new day, 

and in the evening, just before bed, in a 

rehearsal for that day when you will al-

so lie down to die. In the sure and cer-

tain hope that because of Jesus, death 

will not have the final word with you, 

you pray the “Now I Lay Me Down To 

Sleep” prayer of Psalm 31: “Into your 

hands, Father, I commend myself, my 

body and soul and all things.” And in 

answer to that prayer, the Father re-

minds you that in Christ He has done 

for you according to your request. He 

reminds you that He has defeated death, 

risen from the grave, and on the Last 

Day will also raise up your body from 

the dead. And all of this He has done, 

and will do, for the sake of His Son, 

who dies that we might live. Amen. 

And now that peace of God, which 

passes all understanding, will keep your 

hearts and minds in that one true faith in 

Christ Jesus, unto life everlasting. 

Amen. 

 


