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Most Religions Do Lead To The Same God 
rather than read their scrip-
tures, the lazy mind simply 
shrugs and says, “Oh, it does-
n’t matter; they all basically 
believe the same thing and 
worship the same God.” 

Others give an affirmative an-
swer from a theological per-
spective. These are the folks 
who believe there’s only one 
God, but think that this one 
God manifests himself in a 

vast number of ways to differ-
ent nations, cultures, and relig-
ions. He is the divine equiva-
lent of the person in a one-
actor play; he’s always run-

From the online blog of Chad 
Bird 

The end of the semester was fi-
nally in sight. During the last 
few months, about twenty stu-
dents and I had journeyed with 
Mohammed though the Arabian 
desert, sat in silence with the 
meditating Buddha, and swam in 
the polytheistic sea of Hinduism. 
We had seen it all. And all of it 
was rather fascinating. To think 
that on this single planet there 
are so many religions, so many 
deities, so many ways of con-
necting with a higher power. 

One of the students, partly out 
of curiosity, and partly out of 
sheer frustration with the vol-
ume of the subject matter, 
raised his hand and asked the 
question that many in the class 
had probably been asking 
themselves, “When it comes 
right down it, Professor, don’t 
most of these religions lead to 
the same God?” 

Those who would answer “yes” 
to that question do so for differ-
ent reasons. There are some who 
affirm that most (or even all) re-
ligions lead to the same God 
from sheer intellectual laziness. 
Rather than study various faiths, 

ning behind the curtain to 
change outfits, apply makeup, 
and reappear looking like a to-
tally different deity on the 
world’s religious stage. To 
some he is Allah, to others 
Shiva, to others he is simply the 
Great Spirit or a higher power. 
But, according to this perspec-
tive, the same God is simply 
wearing a multitude of divine 
masks. 

So what do you think? When 
it comes right down to it, 
don’t most of these religions 
lead to the same God? My an-
swer – and I believe the an-
swer of the Christian scrip-
tures – is an emphatic yes. 
Most faiths in the world do 
worship the same deity, and 
their religious paths lead to 
the same destination. Only 
it’s not the deity you might 
think, or the destination they 
have planned. 

The deity behind most relig-
ions is, in fact, not a deity at all. 
He is indeed a great and mighty 
spirit, but he is not divine. Paul 
calls him “an angel of light” (II 
Corinthians 11:14) and the 
“god of this world” (II Corin-
thians 4:4). Jesus calls him “the 

Not Hardly! 



Trinity Lutheran Church Newsletter                                                  February, 2016 – Page 2 

father of lies” (John 8:44) and 
“the deceiver of the whole 
world” (Revelation 12:9). He is 
the created spirit who rebelled 
against heaven long ago, and 
was cast out (Revelation 
12:7-9). And ever since, 
this archenemy of the true 
God, who hates humanity 
with a passion, has made it 
his mission to get back at 
God by duping as many 
people as possible into lies 
that lead away from 
heaven. 

He is cunning and calculating, 
this deceiver, so he puts his best 
foot forward. He realizes that 
the most effective way to 
achieve his goal is not through 
violence and abject evil, but 
through that which seems posi-
tive and pious. Better to coat 
poison with sugar. Moreover, he 
is well aware that people are by 
nature religious, so striving to 
make atheists of everyone 
would be a foolish battle plan. 
Therefore, instead of suppress-
ing man’s religious nature, he 
heightens it, then redirects it to-
ward the deity of his own devis-
ing. 

The deceiver is the greatest pro-
ponent of religion that the world 
has ever seen. He is a god-
maker, a religion-manufacturer, 
a faith-founder. Some of these 
religions are closer to the truth 
than others, but each one is de-
signed to deceive. And although 
the deceptions are numerous, 
they are all aimed at one main 
goal: to keep the worshiper from 

belief in and confession of Jesus 
Christ as the Savior whom the 
Father has sent. In short, in all 
religions founded by the de-

ceiver, the Gospel is not and 
cannot be found. And as long as 
that Gospel is not there, there is 
only death, only lies, only a di-
vine mask behind which Satan 
hisses out his hatred of human-
ity. 

The biblical writers acknowl-
edged that the many gods and 
lords of the world were nothing 
but disguises for the deceiver. 
Paul writes to the Church at 
Corinth, “What do I mean then? 
That a thing sacrificed to 
idols is anything, or that an idol 
is anything? No, but I say that 
the things which the Gentiles 
sacrifice, they sacrifice to de-
mons, and not to God,” (I Corin-
thians 10:19-20). Note that the 
false gods to whom the unbe-
lievers sacrifice are not gods at 
all, but demons masquerading as 
divinities. In an OT hymn as 
well, the poet says of the earlier 
Israelites, “They even sacrificed 
their sons and their daughters to 
the demons, and shed innocent 

blood, the blood of their sons 
and their daughters, whom they 
sacrificed to the idols of Ca-
naan,” (Psalm 106:37). The Ca-
naanite idols to whom they 
thought they were giving up 

their children were noth-
ing more than blood-

thirsty demons. And earlier, 
Moses affirmed this same 
truth, “They sacrificed to 
demons who were not 

God, to gods whom they have 
not known, new gods who 

came lately, whom your fa-
thers did not 
dread,” (Deuteronomy 32:17). 

The Biblical witness is clear: all 
the so-called gods and lords and 
idols who are the object of peo-
ple’s devotion, to whom they of-
fer their sacrifices, to whom 
they pray, whom they call God 
and Lord, are sadly nothing but 
a front for the father of lies. The 
deceiver of the whole world has, 
indeed, deceived much of the 
world by the establishment of 
religions, all of which, except 
one, lead to eternal ruin. 

Most religions do lead to the 
same god, the god of this world, 
but there is one that leads to the 
true God. That true God, Jesus 
Christ, is the God who has come 
down from heaven to defeat the 
work of the deceiver by bringing 
humanity into a saving com-
munion with Himself. He is the 
way for all who have gone 
astray, He is the truth for all 
who have swallowed the lies of 
the evil one, He is the life for all 
who are caught in the grave of 
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sin and death. He has not come 
to condemn the world, but to 
save the world – to save you. 

In Jesus Christ, and in Him 
alone, the Father has manifested 
His heart to humanity. In that di-
vine heart beats a love for you 
that knows no bounds. It is a 
love that is higher than heaven, 
deeper than hell, a love that is as 
big as God Himself, for He is 
love. And that love is all for 
you. It is a love that saves you 
from the lies of this world by 
uniting you to Jesus Christ – the 
friend of sinners, the Savior of 
the lost, the God of truth. In 
Him alone is life, and He alone 
has the Way of life. To Him 
alone be all glory, praise and 
honor forever. Amen. 

Birthdays 
Elizabeth Stone  ...................  2/2 
Doris Mann  .........................  2/4 
John Barth  ..........................  2/4 
Steve Christensen  ...............  2/6 
Kevin Schroeder  .................  2/6 
Megan O'Grady  ..................  2/7 
Max Goodwin  .....................  2/8 
Nancy Oldag  .....................  2/11 
Jack Oldag  ........................  2/12 
Simon Korondi  .................  2/13 
Deanna Korondi  ...............  2/17 
Don Mayes  .......................  2/24 
Brenda Meier  ....................  2/28 
Peter Korondi  ...................  2/28 
Michelle Fairhurst  ............  2/28 
Shirley Kueck  .....................  3/6 
Thomas Goodroad  ..............  3/7 
Marlo Howard  ....................  3/9 
Connie Brammeier  .............  3/9 

Baptisms 
June Lueckert  .....................  2/1 

Mary Ellett  ..........................  2/1 
Bette Hensel  .....................  2/10 
Jacob Wornson  .................  2/10 
Elizabeth Stone  .................  2/13 
Joyce Lehning  ..................  2/15 
Alan Rhea  .........................  2/17 
Debra Rhea  .......................  2/17 
A.J. Martinez  ....................  2/18 
Katherine Rogers  ..............  2/21 
Simon Korondi  .................  2/22 
Regan Schmidt  .................  2/24 
Stacy Stout  ........................  2/27 
Janice Bozarth  ..................  2/29 
Kevin Schroeder  .................  3/1 
Allen Harris  ........................  3/4 
Rick Strack  .........................  3/9 
Shane Strack  .......................  3/9 

Anniversaries 
Mark & Leslie Young 

2/8/1992 
Darrin & Debbie Abend 

2/14/1987 
Tom & Phyllis Clemens 

3/8/1997 
Peter & Deanna Korondi 

3/11/1989 

Elders 
Vic Edwards 

Larry Goodroad 
Ken Meier 

Dallas Hoffman 
Peter Korondi 
Bill Moore, Jr. 

Acolytes 
2/7  ......................  Joe Goodroad 
2/10  .................. Tom Goodroad 
2/14  ..................  Sammy Harms 
2/17  ....................  Colton Harris 
2/21  ................. Conner Jackson 
2/24  .................  Simon Korondi 
2/28  ..........................  Eli Ramer 
3/2  ....................  Gabriel Sowell 
3/6  .................. Ben Starkebaum 

3/9  ....................  Andrew Swain 
3/13  ...................  Joe Goodroad 
3/16  .................  Tom Goodroad 
3/20  ..................  Sammy Harms 
3/24  ....................  Colton Harris 
3/25  ................  Conner Jackson 
3/27 (6:30)  ......  Simon Korondi 
3/27 (9:00)  ............... Eli Ramer 

Ushers 
February 7 

John Bosky, Tim Brammeier 
February 10 & 17 

Dallas Hoffman, Mike Jackson 
February 14 & 21 

Vic Edwards, Andy Fairhurst 
February 24 

Norm Sowell, Pete Korondi 
February 28 

Tony Propst, Dan Goodroad 
March 2 & 9  

Mark Fairhurst, John Luppes 
March 6 

Dan Goodroad, Tony Propst 
March 13 & 20 

Larry & Sam Goodroad 
March 16 & 27 (6:30) 

Max Goodwin, Jim Hargrave 
March 24 & 25 

Steve Harms, Allen Harris 
March 27 (9:00) 

Bob Marchert, Nelson Hayes 

Greeters 
February 7 

Jack & Nancy Oldag 
February 10 

Ken & Brenda Meier 
February 14 

Darrin & Debbie Abend 
February 17 

Julie O’Neal, Pat Owens 
February 21 

Bill Moore, Kimberly Murphy 
February 24 
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Tony & Ellen Propst 
February 28 

L. Newman, Yvonne O’Grady 
March 2 

June Ramer, Dorothy Riley 
March 6 

Alan & Debra Rhea 
March 9 

Kevin & Julie Schroeder 
March 13 

Craig & Shari Schley 
March 16 

Gary & Diane Schmidt 
March 20 

Don & Sharon McCubbin 
March 24 

Tony & Jane Alshouse 
March 25 

Pete & Deanna Korondi 
March 27 (Sunrise) 
Rob & Ardyth Stone 
March 27 (9:00 AM) 

Andy & Lisa Starkebaum 

Altar Guild 
February 7 & March 6 
Pat Owens, Mary Ellett 

February 10 
Pat Owens 

February 14 & March 13 
Korondi & Goodroad 

February 28 
June , Phyllis & Tara Altis 

February 21 & March 20 
Hoffman, Swain & Young 

March 24 
Sharon McCubbin 

March 25 
Good Friday 

March 27 (Sunrise) 
Phyllis Clemens, Sharon 

McCubbin 
March 27 (9:00 AM) 

Pat Owens, Mary Ellett 

Ladies Night Out 
The next event is February 22 at 
6:00 PM. We will meet at the 
new Old Chicago near Sprouts 
in Liberty. See you there for fun 
and fellowship! 

Board of Directors  
Members present: Connie Bram-
meier, Tim Brammeier, Mark 
Fairhurst, Larry Goodroad, Nel-
son Hayes, Dee Hoffman, Bob 
Marchert, Pastor, Norm Sowell, 
Lisa Starkebaum, and Leslie 
Young. 

Tim called the meeting to order, 
Pastor opened with prayer. The 
board continued their study on 
the Augsburg Confession. 

Julian Samuel Goodroad was 
admitted to Trinity Lutheran 
Church through Baptism. 

Norm moved we accept last 
month's minutes, Nelson sec-
onded. 

Pastor: Nothing new to report. 

VP: Lisa Martins from MLA is 
coming to give the congregation 
an update at the Annual Voters' 
Meeting. Bob is getting a pro-
posal for an audit. 

Treasurer: Mark moved to re-
ceive the financial report, Nel-
son seconded. Passed by vote. 

Elders: Had a meeting on 12/21 
and talked about reaching out to 
families with children that have-
n't come to Sunday School in a 
while. They talked about visits 
and forming a core usher group 
to assist with implementing se-
curity procedures. 

Properties: There are many 
things to do around the church 
so Norm is prioritizing what 
needs to be done. Clean-up day 
is scheduled for March 12th. Dry 
Basement came in and corrected 
the sump pump pit. The roof in 
the kitchen has been patched. 

Evangelism: Bought new name 
tags for the greeters with clips 
instead of pins. 

Education: They are using the 
new curriculum and are having 
consistent attendance. 

Stewardship: Nothing new to 
report. 

Youth:  They are going ice skat-
ing on January 30th. By the end 
of the month they will be en-
rolled in the Higher Things Con-
ference. This year's sweetheart 
dinner is February 6th. 

Public Relations: Nothing new 
to report. 

Planning: The wall in the cry 
room needs to be repaired. 

Services: Prepared a Baptism 
basket for Julian. 

Secretary: Nothing new to re-
port. 

Unfinished Business: We ask 
that men who are interested in 
ushering on a regular basis and 
learning new security proce-
dures to sign up on the kiosk. 
The scouts are getting closer to 
finding a new home. Scout Sun-
day is February 7th. 

New Business: Bob moved we 
allow Norm to resign from Plan-
ning to take on the Properties 
position to properly address the 



Trinity Lutheran Church Newsletter                                                  February, 2016 – Page 5 

building concerns. Larry sec-
onded. Passed by vote. We are 
looking for a Planning replace-
ment. After a review of our 
building use policies, Mark 
moved we give the KHRA 
group three months to arrange 
for a new venue for their meet-
ings. Lisa seconded. Passed by 
vote. 

Pastor closed with prayer. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Emily Goodroad 

Voters' Meeting 
January 24, 2016 

Pastor opened with prayer. 

Lisa Martens from Martin Lu-
ther Academy visited to give an 
update on the school. 

Norm gave a presentation on the 
property issues we currently 
have. There is a to-do list with 
the jobs listed and the status of 
each. Please see Norm if you 
would like an update. If you no-
tice any areas that need to be 
added to the list, would like to 
help complete any of them, or 
'adopt-a-project' you can reach 
out to someone on the properties 
committee or send an email to 
Trinityproperties@yahoo.com. 
March 12th is church clean-up 
day with lunch served by the 
Evangelism committee. 

Allen moved we accept the 2015 
financial reports, Dan seconded. 
Passed by vote. 

Allen moved we submit the slate 
of names presented by Pastor for 
the new Synod offices, Pete sec-
onded. Passed by vote. 

Kay Sowell moved we accept 
the minutes from the 2015 An-
nual Voter's Meeting, Nelson 
seconded. 

Norm moved we adjourn, Nel-
son seconded. 

Pastor closed with prayer. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Emily Goodroad 

It Is To Laugh 
A newly discovered chapter in 
the Book of Genesis has pro-
vided the answer to "Where do 
pets come from?" Adam said, 
"Lord, when I was in the garden, 

you walked with me every day. 
Now I do not see you anymore. 
I am lonesome here and it is dif-
ficult for me to remember how 
much you love me." 

And God said, "No problem! I 
will create a companion for you 
that will be with you forever and 
who will be a reflection of my 
love for you, so that you will 
love me even when you cannot 
see me. Regardless of how self-
ish or childish or unlovable you 
may be, this new companion 
will accept you as you are and 
will love you as I do, in spite of 

yourself." 

And God created a new animal 
to be a companion for Adam. 
And it was a good animal. And 
God was pleased. And the new 
animal was pleased to be with 
Adam and he wagged his tail. 
And he was called Dog. 

And Dog lived with Adam and 
was a companion to him and 
loved him. And Adam was com-
forted. And God was pleased. 
And Dog was content and 
wagged his tail. 

After a while, it came to pass 
that Adam's guardian angel 
came to the Lord and said, 
"Lord, Adam has become filled 
with pride. He struts and preens 
like a peacock and he believes 
he is worthy of adoration. Dog 
has indeed taught him that he is 
loved, but perhaps too well." 

And the Lord said, "No prob-
lem! I will create for him a com-
panion who will be with him 
forever and who will see him as 
he is. The companion will re-
mind him of his limitations, so 
he will know that he is not al-
ways worthy of adoration." 

And God created the Cat to be a 
companion to Adam. Cat would 
not obey Adam. And when 
Adam gazed into Cat's eyes, he 
was reminded that he was not 
the supreme being. And Adam 
learned humility. 

And God was pleased. Adam 
was greatly improved, and Dog 
was happy, but the Cat didn't 
give a hoot one way or the 
other. 
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Lutherans For Life 
The Northland Chapter meets 
the quarterly at the home of 
Fran and Marsha Szarejko. If 
you have any questions, please 
contact Kimberly Murphy, 628-
6815. Everyone is invited to join 
us at these meetings. 

Trinity Care Group 
Do you need assistance because 
of illness, birth of a baby, death, 
hospitalization, etc.? Trinity 
Care Group can help. We would 
be happy to arrange for provid-
ing meals, doing errands, visit-
ing with the family, etc. Please 
contact Dee Hoffman at 320-
2490. 

Top Of The Hill 
The Top Of The Hill Group will 
meet Tuesday, February 9, at 
Luciano's for lunch. We will re-
turn to church for an afternoon 
of fellowship. Please join us. 

Thank You 

Thank you for your donation to 
the Kearney Enrichment Coun-
cil. Your generosity helps us ac-
complish our mission of im-

proving the quality of life in 
Kearney. Your support of the 
Firehouse Creative Center, the 
Kearney Food Pantry and 
Downtown Revitalization enrich 
lives and contributes to a hap-
pier, healthier community. . . a 
place we're proud to call home. 

With great appreciation, 

Jenny Hayes and the Board of 
the Kearney Enrichment Coun-
cil. 

Youth 
Lent is right around the corner 
and our youth group will be 
hosting one of the Wednesday 
evening Lenten dinners. We will 
update everyone soon on which 
date is chosen. 

Our youth group took a trip to 
the Crown Center Ice Terrace 
for ice skating on Saturday, 
January 30. We were blessed 
with beautiful weather. We had 
a total of 7 youth attend and 2 
guests along with many parent 
chaperones. I think many of our 
youth were sore the next day, 
but we did avoid major injuries 
and everyone had a great time. 

We have a total of 131 signed 
up for our 2016 Annual Sweet-

heart Dinner on Saturday, Feb-
ruary 6th. This is probably the 

largest number of reservations 
we’ve had in a long time. 
Thanks so much to everyone 
who reserved a spot for this fun 
event. We are looking forward 
to serving you! 

We have registered five of our 
youth and two adult chaperones 
for the upcoming 2016 Higher 
Things Conference that we will 
be attending in Cedar Falls, IA 
at the University of Northern 
Iowa. The conference is sched-
uled for July 5-8th this year. 

Trinity’s youth group is com-
prised of grades 6-12. Everyone 
is encouraged to participate in 
this age range as well as parents 
and we would gladly welcome 
new faces. If you have any ques-
tions, please contact Lisa 
Starkebaum or Connie Bram-
meier. 

LWML 
January 11, 2016 

Call to Order: Dianne Mischlich 

Opening Hymn: "O Bless the 
Lord, My Soul" 

Opening Prayer:Pastor New-
man led in prayer and LWML 
Pledge was recited. 

Attendance: Dianne Mischlich, 
Marlo Howard, June Lueckert, 
Mary Wornson, Penny Harris, 
Janis Bozarth, Dee Hoffman, 
Diane Schmidt, Kay Sowell, 
Janet Miller, Pastor Newman 

Minutes: October minutes were 
read with one correction. Marlo 
Howard also volunteered at 
Ronald McDonald House on 
11/19. Minutes were approved. 
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Treasurer’s Report: A balance 
as of 1/5/2016 was $1, 729.76 
including $54.30 in mites. 
Treasurer’s report was ap-
proved. A free will offering was 
taken. 

Mission Grant Story was read 
by Janet Miller entitled: 
“Redeeming Life Maternity 
Home”. 

Quilting Report:  Dianne 
Mischlich is working on a Sr. 
quilt. Dee Hoffman and Janis 
Bozarth brought items to share. 

Unfinished Business: Next 
work day at Ronald McDonald 
House is 1/21/2016. Dianne M. 
will try to get details on Augur 
wedding 5/28/2016. 

Thank you to Marlo Howard 
and Mary Wornson for purchas-
ing items for the church kitchen. 

The Deffenbaugh bins have 
been removed from church 
property. 

New Business: Requests for 
contributions were received 
from: Lutherans for Life, 
LWML Grants and Lutheran 
Church Charities. A motion was 
made by Mary Wornson and 
seconded by Janet Miller to do-
nate $500 to LWML Grants and 
$250 to Lutherans for Life. 

A new list for Third Sunday 
treats was distributed: 1/17, 

Mary Wornson, Penny Harris, 
Dianne Mischlich; 2/21, Marlo 
Howard, Joyce Lehning, Dee 
Hoffman; 3/20, June Luekert, 
Janet Miller, Dianne Mischlich 

Next meeting will be Monday, 
February 8, 2016. 

Business meeting was adjourned 
with prayer and prayer requests 
led by Pastor Newman. Bible 
Study was led by Pastor New-
man. Subject was: Judging Oth-
ers, taken from Lutheran Wit-
ness. 

Refreshments were served by 
hostess Dianne Mischlich. Feb-
ruary hostess will be June 
Lueckert. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Janis Bozarth, Secretary 

Lenten Worship 
Lent is right around the corner 
(February 10th), which means 
our midweek schedule will once 
again be changing until after 
Easter. 

Wednesday evenings meals will 
be provided by various groups 
within the Church. The first 
meal is being sponsored by the 
Bell Choir and will be a soup 
potluck. 

Dinner will be served from 5:45 
to 6:45, with Choir and Mid-
week School students being 
served first at 5:45. Worship 
will begin at 7:15 each week us-
ing a modified order of Com-
pline. Except for the Ash 
Wednesday service, we are try-
ing to keep the time for the en-
tire service down to 30 minutes 

so that those of you will small 
children can still come to wor-
ship yet get home early enough 
to get your kiddos into bed. 

Please plan to make these 
Lenten services a part of your 
preparation for the celebration 
of our Lord’s Resurrection! 



Trinity Lutheran Church Newsletter                                                  February, 2016 – Page 8 


