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The Power Of Life In The Word 
John 1:43-51 

Trinity Lutheran – Kearney, Missouri 
January 17, 2021 – Second Sunday of Epiphany 

† † † † † † † 

In the name of the Father, and of † the Son, and of 
the Holy Spirit. Amen. Every day when you get out 
of bed, you would normally go about your daily rou-
tine and live life pretty much like you’ve been doing 
for years. You watch the sun come up in the morning 
and set at the close of the day. You notice – more or 
less – how all the things around you are living, 
breathing and changing. And I suspect most people 
believe that because they’re part of this creation we 
see all around us that that’s where life is to be found. 
Yet, sadly, that’s not at all what real life is. Real life, 
according to Holy Scripture – and as God brought it 
about in the beginning – is so much more. To be sure, 
before sin came into the world, life was certainly full 
of daily routines, sunrises and sunsets, but there was 
also perfect communion with God. Sin destroyed 
that, so that after the fall, the perfect fellowship our 
first parents enjoyed with God evaporated, because 
God cannot tolerate sin – and Adam and Eve were 
now sinners – no longer truly alive. 

Paul writes in his letter to the Church at Rome that 
we are to consider ourselves dead to sin, for the wag-
es of sin is death. Our Lord Jesus says in Matthew, 
Chapter 8: “Follow Me,” and, “Let the dead bury 
their dead.” The point is, that even though we walk, 
talk, eat, breathe, and believe we’re alive, the reality 
is that we are sinners who daily break God’s Law. 
We have no fellowship with God, so we are spiritual-
ly dead. In today’s Gospel we just read how Jesus, 
desiring to go to Galilee, found Philip and said to 
him: “Follow Me!” Now we know that without God 
we are spiritually dead, and what do dead people do? 
They do nothing! They can’t look for or find any-
thing. They have no ability to reason or to think. So, 
on our own we could never find God – nor would we 
want to. We’re adrift on a dark sea, unable to aid our-
selves. Hence God must say to us: “Follow Me!” – 
and then enable us to do it. 

Consider what happened to Phillip after Jesus 
found him. Being a believer, Phillip first he ran to 
find his friend, Nathaniel and said to him: “We have 
found Him of whom Moses and the Prophets wrote – 
Jesus of Nazareth, the Son of Joseph!” But Nathaniel, 
an unbeliever who was spiritually dead, replied: “Can 
anything good come out of Nazareth?” You see, Na-
thaniel exhibited the very same reaction most people 

have toward Jesus. Nathaniel’s mind was so clouded 
by sin, he simply could not believe what he had 
heard. Even Philip – an Apostle – was hardly able 
grasp who Jesus was, and was often dumbfounded by 
His behavior. For instance, when Jesus was in the 
midst of the feeding of the 5,000, He turned to Phillip 
and asked him where they were going to buy bread 
for all those people, and Philip replied: “Eight 
months’ wages wouldn’t be buy enough for each one 
to have a bite!” Philip saw the problem, but didn’t 
grasp the Solution standing there before him in the 
Person of Jesus. 

The next time we see Philip is in Jerusalem. It was 
Palm Sunday, and some God-fearing Greeks had 
asked him if he would bring them to Jesus. But Phil-
ip, having had no idea whether or not Greeks would 
be allowed to follow Jesus, didn’t know what to do. 
So he took them to Andrew, so that Andrew could 
take them to Jesus. Then there was that time when all 
the disciples were with Jesus on the night He was be-
trayed. Philip said to Him: “Lord, show us the Father 
and that will be enough for us.” How many times had 
Jesus displayed the Father’s glory with miracles and 
signs, spoke the Father’s words and used His authori-
ty over demons, wind, waves, sin – yes, even death 
itself? Yet in the midst of all that Philip still was una-
ble to see who Jesus really was. Still, Jesus sought 
Philip and called him to be one of His disciples. What 
this teaches is that God doesn’t have to have great 
people with great skills to accomplish His great work. 
God was even able to use Philip, who brought noth-
ing to the table. And He also desires to use you in 
spite of the same poverty of faith we all share with 
Philip. 

In the flood of Baptism God marked you to be His 
own, bestowed on you His Holy Spirit and created 
faith in your heart. When you hear or read the Scrip-
tures, God the Holy Spirit is at work uplifting and 
sustaining your faith. This isn’t something you do for 
yourself, but what God is doing in and for you. The 
new life, faith, and salvation you possess is totally 
dependent on God – not you! And what does this 
mean? It means that God desires you to realize how 
great a gift He has given you in His Word – how 
without it you would be dead in your sin – cut off 
from God eternally. God’s Word is how the Holy 
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Spirit works faith in you – how you come to the 
knowledge that you are a sinner who daily trans-
gresses God’s Law, and yet, for Jesus’ sake, are still 
considered righteous. God’s Word leads you to rec-
ognize Jesus as your Savior from sin who freely be-
stows on you eternal life, raises you from the dead 
and makes you a child of God. 

You remember, of course, the account of Mary 
and Martha’s brother, Lazarus – how Jesus raised 
him from the dead. Do you also remember how, 
when Jesus finally decided He would go to see Laza-
rus, that he had already been dead four days? What 
person in his right mind would have asked for the 
tomb to be opened after so long a time. Yet that is 
precisely what Jesus did – even after Martha had 
pointed out to Him that Lazarus’ body would have a 
very unpleasant odor. But ignoring Martha’s warn-
ing, Jesus offered up a prayer, gave orders for the 
tomb to be opened, then looked inside and shouted: 
“Lazarus, come forth.” And as John reports it: “he 
who had been dead came out of the tomb.” 

That, dear Christian, that is precisely what Jesus 
has done for you. He saw you rotting in a tomb of 
unbelief, and He called out to you, saying: “Come 
forth!” And you did! That’s what God’s Word does 
to all who call upon His name! And as we saw in this 
morning’s Gospel, this is a gift God desires you to 
share with others. That’s why Philip went to Na-
thaniel, saying: “Come and see!” He wanted him to 
know that same peace and joy which had been given 
to him by Jesus. Well, how many of you are doing 
what Philip did – talking to your friends, loved ones 
and neighbors, telling them to come and see? Wheth-
er it be fear of rejection, fear of being called a “holy 
roller” or a “Bible thumper,” or fear that others will 
think you’re weird, most of us probably aren’t invit-
ing our friends to “come and see.” 

But remember, Satan doesn’t want anyone to 
know about Jesus. That’s why he puts so many ob-
stacles in your way – so that you won’t be want to 
share your faith with anyone. But know this, God’s 
Word has already overcome Satan and his obstacles. 
God’s Word gives you the strength to overcome your 
fears about what others might think so you can joy-
fully tell them about Jesus. And when you finally 
begin to grasp the truth that God has already over-
come every obstacle in your way, then you’ll be able 
to say to others with confidence: “Come and see!” 
“Come and see what Jesus has done to save you.” 

God’s Word is what give you the power and desire to 
do that. Yet let me ask you, how regular are you in 
the your worship and prayer life? How serious are 
you about engaging in a regular study of God’s Word 
so it can have its way with you? 

God has called you through His Living Word to 
inherit eternal life. But He wants more for you than 
that you just come to Church once a week for wor-
ship. He wants you to take the Word spoken into your 
ears here in this place and apply it to your life. He 
wants you to share that Word and its life-giving pow-
er with all those whom He places in your path. St. 
Paul writes: “Do you not know that your body is the 
temple of the Holy Spirit who is in you, whom you 
have from God, and that you are not your own – for 
you were bought at a price?” That price was God’s 
own Son – His suffering, death and resurrection – 
and God willingly paid that price so that you might 
be called back from the dead. 

That’s the Good News God desires you to hear, 
use and share – daily. That Word has to have its way 
with you, so that you might be renewed with its life-
giving power – and then share it with others. Paul 
was persecuted, and ultimately lost his life, because 
he refused to stop speaking about Jesus. Everywhere 
he went the devil gave him a hard time. He was beat-
en, threatened, and walked in danger every day. Yet 
he was still able to write in the first chapter of his let-
ter to the Church at Rome: “I am not ashamed of the 
Gospel of Christ: for it is the power of God unto sal-
vation to everyone that believes.” And like St. Paul, 
neither are you to be ashamed of the Gospel. Without 
it you would never have known Jesus. You would 
never have been given the gift of eternal life and the 
forgiveness of sins. And that’s precisely what God 
wants you to share with others – the life you’ve been 
given, the salvation and forgiveness of God, His 
peace, and His Kingdom – all of which are now 
yours. God has come to make you His own. He has 
marked you and given you His Name. He has made 
you one of His Holy Ones as an inheritance. And He 
has given you the privilege of sharing that inheritance 
with others – as well as the power to do it – and all to 
the praise and glory of His most holy name! May it 
always be so, for Jesus’ sake. Amen. 

And now that peace of God, which passes all un-
derstanding, will keep your hearts and minds in that 
one true faith in Christ Jesus unto life everlasting. 
Amen. 

 


