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† † † † † † † 

In the name of the Father, and of † the Son, and 
of the Holy Spirit. Amen. Dear Christian friends, 
Epiphany – which we’re celebrating this morning, 
but which falls every year on the 6th of January, the 
12th Day of Christmas – is a festival commemorat-
ing the events that surrounded the journey of the 
Magi from the East as they traveled to worship the 
infant Savior who had been born in Bethlehem. In 
this joyous festival we’re reminded once again of 
that day when our Savior was born. And even 
though Christmas is still fresh in our minds, the 
truth is that all those presents which brought you so 
much joy only a scant 16 days ago are already be-
ginning to lose their luster. That’s why it’s im-
portant for you to meditate once again on this great 
Gift and Treasure of God’s Son, which will never 
dim Its light, be consumed by moth or rust, or be 
snatched from your hand. 

As we consider the Magi’s journey to see Jesus, 
I’m reminded of the journey you and I are on. And 
we are on a journey, aren’t we – a journey where-
on, like Job, we long to see the Son of God in His 
heavenly kingdom with our own eyes. In compar-
ing our journey to the journey of the Magi, the first 
thing to notice is that their journey began with 
God’s action – when a star suddenly and unexpect-
edly appeared to them in the Eastern sky and di-
rected them to follow. We know very little about 
these men, but they most certainly were not una-
ware of the prophecies concerning the coming of 
mankind’s Messiah. All they seemed to know was 
that a King would come bringing salvation to the 
world, and that they were to have a part in His 
coming. Hence they followed the star in the hope 
that they might worship this One who had been 
born King of the Jews. 

That’s how your journey begins, too. God must 
first come to you and shine the light of Christ into 
your heart – because by nature we all enter this 
world in darkness – sinful, blind, ignorant, spiritu-
ally dead, and enemies of God. But the light of 
God’s Word – spoken to you perhaps in Baptism – 
replaced that darkness with the light of the Gospel, 
which has brought you to a knowledge of salvation 

– and to Christ as its Author. Yet, even though this 
light is shining in your heart, we all know that 
sooner or later, difficulties will come – times of 
testing, darkness, and great challenge. Consider the 
Wise Men. When they arrived in Jerusalem, the 
star was no longer shining. There was no newborn 
King – and in fact, no one even seemed to know or 
care anything about Him. And when the Wise men 
announced the purpose of their journey, the city, 
rather than sharing in their joy, was greatly trou-
bled. Even the scribes and priests who found this 
prophecy’s fulfillment in the book of Micah 
seemed unmoved by their discovery. Were the Ma-
gi now beginning to doubt? Was the star only a 
figment of their own imagination, hopes and de-
sires? 

Now and again you are going have times when 
doubts, questions or circumstance will make you 
wonder if perhaps you were mistaken. Occasional-
ly the “star” leading you will seem to have disap-
peared. You may even harbor fears that maybe 
Christianity isn’t what you thought it was – or that 
it was something you just clung to in vain hope to 
explain the unexplainable. But that’s precisely 
when you need to be reminded that times of testing 
are common to all Christians. The path God leads 
us all on, will, on occasion, take you through the 
darkness of the valley of the shadow of death. But 
when this happens you are not to lose hope, as we 
are all sometimes wont to do, but instead cling all 
the more tenaciously to the promises of God in Ho-
ly Scripture. And this we see in the Magi. The peo-
ple of Jerusalem wanted to deny that this King had 
been born. Yet the prophet Micah told them – 
through the unbelieving scribes and priests – that 
the Savior would be born in Bethlehem. God’s 
Word spoke to the Magi clearly as it comforted, 
led, and directed them in their quest to find and 
worship this newborn King. 

Today, the Scriptures are your Light as well, be-
cause there is no other light upon which you can 
and must rely. When the world brings you distress 
and causes you to be fearful – when doubts rise up 
in your heart – that’s when the Holy Spirit speaks 
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to you through God’s Word and His Holy Sacra-
ments to help you in your weakness – to give you 
courage in the midst of afflictions, and to steady 
you on your journey. As you wrestle with darkness, 
God’s Word is there to convince you that your faith 
is built not on sand, but on the firm Rock of God’s 
promises. When you’re weak, God’s Word is there 
to give you the strength to go on, to give you the 
knowledge that even in the midst of tribulation and 
trial God will continue to lift you up and carry you 
onward toward the ultimate goal of your journey 
toward heaven. 

When the Wise Men left Jerusalem and the con-
fusing, misguided directions of men, the star once 
again appeared to them and filled them with great 
joy as they traveled toward their goal. And what 
did they do when they finally reached the place 
where the Babe and His mother were? They expe-
rienced great joy in the giving of gifts – gifts which 
confessed who this newborn Child really was. Gold 
is a gift fit for a king, hence their gifts of gold re-
vealed their confidence that this One who was born 
was truly a King. Incense is burned to represent the 
prayers of God’s people ascending heavenward, so 
their gifts of incense confessed that this Child who 
was born in the manger – God in human flesh – 
was truly worthy of their worship. Finally, Myrrh is 
a spice of bitterness and burial – indicative of how 
bitter this Child’s life and death would be – yet be-
cause Myrrh is also a preservative, it reflected the 
blessed truth foretold in the Scriptures that this Ho-
ly One would not see decay, but rise from the grave 
in conquest of death, to live forever at the right 
hand of God as the rightful Ruler of heaven and 
earth. 

Our greatest joy, then, is when we are able to 
present our gifts to this One who was born as a lit-
tle Child in Bethlehem. And the greatest gift a per-
son can bring is their confession of who this Child 
really is. So note the different responses of the 
people in this text when they received the news of 
Christ’s birth. The chief priests and scribes – pro-
fessors of Holy Scripture – passed on to the Wise 
Men the prophecy concerning the place of Christ’s 
birth – yet they chose not to go with them! Did 
they really care so little that their long promised 
King had finally come? Of course, we have no way 
of knowing, but one thing we do know – you can-
not be a follower of Jesus Christ without confess-

ing Him as Lord. Jesus Himself said, “Whoever 
acknowledges Me before men, I will also 
acknowledge him before My Father in heaven. But 
whoever disowns Me before men, I will disown 
him before My Father in heaven.” Most certainly 
the chief priests and scribes disowned Him, for 
they clearly wanted no part of Him. 

And what about Herod? He was apparently 
aware of what the Scriptures taught concerning the 
Christ, for when the Wise Men came to him, he 
was the one who went to the teachers of the Law to 
find out where this Child was to be born. But in 
spite of this knowledge, Herod was determined to 
set himself against God’s will. His intent was not to 
worship, but destroy this Child. Therefore it should 
come as no surprise to learn that when the Wise 
Men failed to return to him with information about 
the Child’s whereabouts, he ordered the death of all 
the male children in Bethlehem under the age of 
two. How foolish, you might say, that Herod would 
think he could stand against the power of God. Yet, 
how often do we who know and believe God’s 
word deny what it says? How often do we live our 
lives according to the way we’re determined to live 
them – even in the face of clear Biblical teaching – 
and even though we know this kind of life will not 
last – and ultimately will destroy all who live by it? 

In contrast we have the response of the Wise 
Men – who left country, home and possessions to 
travel to a far away land in pursuit of Christ so that 
they might worship Him. Hence my prayer for you 
today, dear Christian, is that the power of God’s 
Holy Spirit – working in you through words, water, 
bread and wine – might enable you to follow the 
lead of the Magi – so that by God’s grace you 
might put aside your own wisdom and strength and 
fall upon your knees in worship of this One who is 
born King of kings and Lord of lords. For here in 
this Babe is a Treasure greater than all treasure – 
the One Thing worth staking one’s life on. In the 
manger, on the cross, and here on this Altar, is the 
Goal of your journey, Christ the Light who brings 
light into the world – who alone is worthy to be 
praised. Amen. 

And now that peace of God, which passes all 
understanding, will keep your hearts and minds in 
that one true faith in Christ Jesus, unto life everlast-
ing. Amen. 

 


