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Grace to you, and peace, from God our Father, and 

from our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. Amen. Before 

Christmas – when putting up a Nativity – it’s quite 

proper that you not include the presence of the Magi 

until the Epiphany. Now perhaps you’ve never given 

this much thought – I doubt many have – but the fact of 

the matter is that it did take some time for the Magi to 

arrive at that place where our Savior was to be found. 

These Magi had come a long way with a star guiding 

them as they traveled. And indeed, even after following 

the star for so long they still had no idea where to look 

for this Savior – which is why they stopped to ask King 

Herod for directions – who then asked the Scribes and 

Pharisees – who then gave him the answer from Holy 

Scripture – that the Savior would be born in Bethlehem 

of Judea. 

After leaving Herod, the star again appeared to the 

Magi and guided them to where they might find Jesus. 

So, while many folks may already have taken down 

their Christmas decorations – including their Nativity 

scenes – it’s most appropriate for them to still be out on 

display. For today – actually tomorrow, if you want to 

be precise – is the day we celebrate the arrival of the 

Magi to worship the Christ Child. Now everything is 

complete. The Savior of the nations has been revealed 

to the world. Is it not amazing how God operates? First 

it was shepherds who arrived to see the newborn Sav-

ior. At the behest of angels, they came on the same 

night on which He was born. Earlier they’d been caring 

for their sheep – most likely the very same sheep which 

would later be sacrificed in the Temple. That must have 

been quite a sight as the angels lit up the night sky and 

showed the shepherds the way. Can you imagine those 

shepherds – probably smelling like sheep themselves – 

crowding into the stable to get a glimpse of this Baby – 

this One whom the angels had called “a Savior, Christ, 

the Lord?” 

But now the shepherds were gone, Mary and Joseph 

had done everything that was supposed to be done ac-

cording to the Law. They had probably returned by this 

time from their sojourn into Egypt to their home in 

Nazareth. And that was when this group of Gentile 

strangers from the East arrived, asking. “Where is He 

who has been born King of the Jews?” We have no how 

many of them there were. The traditional assumption is 

that there were three because they brought gifts of gold, 

frankincense and myrrh. But there could have been 

more – there could have been less – even as the Nativity 

under our Altar suggests. I’ve seen pictures depicting 

the arrival of the Magi as being two dozen or more in 

number – a virtual crowd, looking over one another’s 

shoulders, peering around the person in front, trying to 

catch a glimpse of the Infant Jesus, each hoping to edge 

in just a little bit closer. 

And although that’s not the picture of the Magi most 

of us are familiar with, it strikes me as being somehow 

most appropriate. Consider how first it was a group of 

shepherds, and then later perhaps a few dozen or so of 

the Magi, jostling with one another, talking back and 

forth, shuffling their feet as they tried not to disturb an-

ything or make a commotion. But, of course, they 

couldn’t help but make a commotion. There is no way 

these visits could have been quiet affairs – nor would 

they soon be forgotten. In a sense, I’d like to suggest 

that what we’re seeing here is a picture of the Church 

gathered around the Infant Jesus. For is that not what 

Jesus does? Is it not always His great joy to gather His 

Church round about Himself? After all, He is the 

Church’s Head – Her Creator, Guardian, and Savior. 

And where Jesus is,  there is where the Church is also. 

And where the Church is, that’s where the action is. 

That’s the way it still is today – wherever Jesus is, 

that’s where the crowds will soon gather. Wherever He 

is, there’s where His people will be. And always His 

people will want to know what’s going on. Just think 

about how it is here in our own Parish. On one end of 

the spectrum are those of us who are older – whose 

hearing might not be quite as good as it used to be – or 

as it ought to be. When Jesus speaks you can hear them 

saying: “What? What’s that He said? What page are we 

on? Are we supposed to be standing up?” And on the 

other end of the spectrum are the little ones, saying: 

“Mommy, I want to sit up front so I can see what’s go-

ing on. Daddy, lift me up so I can see. Mommy, what 

does that word mean?” We’re like the shepherds and 

the Magi. We’ve heard about the Promised One – and 

we’ve come to see and hear Him. God has caused His 

Star to rise in our hearts, and although we don’t share 

the blood of Abraham, still we come, bearing our gifts. 

That’s the way it always is. Because God has acted for 
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the salvation of His people, things will never be the 

same again. Whether Jew, Gentile, shepherd, Magi, 

young or old, the revelation of God in Jesus Christ is 

for one and all. This Child is for you. He is given for 

you. He has come to save you – to rescue you from the 

curse of your sin. 

Here in the birth narrative of our Savior we hear an 

echo of God’s first words – where, at the dawn of crea-

tion, He said: “Let there by light.” But now the Sun of 

Righteousness has come. “In Him,” John informs us, 

“was life, and that life was the Light of men.”  Jesus, 

you see, is the Light by which – and in which – God is 

revealed. He is the Light that shines in the darkness of 

our fallen world – the Light that reveals the Saving 

Truth about who God is and what He has done to save 

us. He is the Light that shows us who and what we are – 

that is, “poor miserable sinners” – the Light which 

shows us God’s grace – the cure for our condition. 

Listen again to the words of Isaiah: “…Behold,” he 

says, “darkness will cover the earth, and deep darkness 

the peoples; but the Lord will rise upon you, and His 

glory will appear upon you.” Satan loves the darkness, 

and he would like nothing better than to keep you for-

ever in the darkness of your sin. Satan’s temptations are 

what cause you to take your eyes off of the Savior – 

looking only to yourself as you try in vain to find your 

own way. But the fact is that by yourself – as you 

search around in the darkness of your own sin – the on-

ly thing you’re capable of is losing your way as you 

stumble and fall from one pit into another. Focused on 

yourself – and living only for yourself – ultimately you 

can only be led from sin into death. 

That’s our natural inclination – our natural direction 

and way of doing things. That, dear Christian, is unbe-

lief. Unwilling to take God at His word, soon you begin 

to doubt what God has said – believing only what your 

sin-blinded eyes are able to see – and what your sin-

dirtied hands are able to hold. “Pile more on,” says Sa-

tan – and we do. “Take care of yourself first,” he says – 

and that soon becomes our only goal. We work to gath-

er more and more “stuff.” We tear down and build big-

ger. If a little is good, more has to be better. But sadly, 

the security our darkened minds seek is always just out 

of reach. Though all we want is “just one more,” it nev-

er seems to work – indeed, it’s impossible for it to 

work. Nothing ever satisfies. Nothing ever lasts. For 

the moths and rust of time destroy, and the thieves of 

unexpected events break in and steal. 

But God has a different idea, a different way. And 

just what is it God offers instead of more “stuff?” He 

offers a Baby – a weak, helpless Baby – a Baby hound-

ed by Herod, forced to flee for His life, despised, re-

viled, spit upon, treated like a criminal, abandoned by 

His friends, and finally nailed to a cross. But this, dear 

Christian, this is what it means to be the Savior. In 

Him, the weakness of God becomes, for you, God’s 

strength. The apparent defeat of God becomes, for you, 

a glorious victory. The death of God becomes, for you, 

life – real life! In what appear to be contradictions, God 

is at work accomplishing His will. You can’t see it. You 

can only believe it. But that’s exactly what God wants 

you to do as He leads His children to believe Jesus is 

truly the Savior – the only Savior of fallen mankind. 

Mary and Joseph brought this Savior into the world 

believing what God had told them. Likewise the shep-

herds saw this Savior, and they believed – as did also 

this group of Gentiles from the East. And, by the grace 

of God, you and I also believe. And that is why you 

have come here today to Christ’s Church – to hear what 

our Lord has to tell you. Now you might think it was 

your idea to come here, but in fact, God is the One who 

brought you here – who caused you to be here – to be 

here with the shepherds and the Magi. And always, it’s 

the same – seeing, hearing, even tasting, but always be-

lieving. 

That’s God’s way, dear Christian – as He reveals 

Himself to you, speaks His Word of forgiveness into 

your ears, and places into your mouth His very own 

body and blood to strengthen and sustain you unto life 

everlasting. The Light of the Son has now shone in your 

heart, and God’s saving will is being done and accom-

plished in you. Yes, it is true. Jesus – the Infant born of 

the Blessed Virgin – is your Savior. He who knows all 

things – who indeed knows you more perfectly than you 

even know yourself – this is the One who comes to you, 

and for you. From the manger to the cross, everything 

Jesus does is for your salvation and eternal well-being. 

Your sins have been forgiven, and you have been re-

shaped – even reborn – into a child of God. And now, 

because God has freely given all this to you as a gift, 

you are free – yes, free indeed – free, in the precious 

name of Jesus. Amen. 

And now that peace of God, which passes all under-

standing, will keep your hearts and minds in that one 

true faith in Christ Jesus, unto life everlasting. Amen. 

 


