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Grace to you, and peace, from God our Father, and 

from our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. Amen. In our 
modern work-a-day world, it seems almost everyone 
fancies themselves an “armchair philosopher.” Almost 
everyone seems to have his or her own ideas and opin-
ions about the way things are or ought to be – especially 
regarding God – who He is, what He does, and how He 
should do it. For example, perhaps you’ve heard some-
one say – maybe you’ve even said it yourself – “I can’t 
believe in a ‘god’ who would send someone to hell.” Or, 
“I refuse to believe in a ‘god’ who would allow innocent 
children to die, or who would allow some maniac to 
shoot innocent people waiting for their baggage at an 
airport.” And all this is said as if people actually believed 
God to be the Author, yes, the Creator of evil. Or how 
many times have you heard someone voice the opinion 
that religion ought to be a purely a personal matter – that 
everyone ought to be able to view God the way he 
chooses – no matter what anyone or any book has to say 
about it? 

This, you see, is what philosophy is all about. It’s 
when people are so busy conjuring up their own thoughts 
and ideas about who God ought to be and what He ought 
to be doing that they don’t take time to listen to what the 
One, True, Living God has to say about Himself. Con-
sider this morning’s Gospel reading from Matthew – 
how the magi, when they began their journey following 
the star to find this newborn King – were really nothing 
more than philosophers themselves. I say that because all 
the historical evidence we have points to the fact that 
these men were basically practitioners of a foreign, pa-
gan religion. Indeed, theirs was ultimately a manmade 
religion composed primarily of philosophical ideas. 

But that was soon to change, for as Matthew reports 
in verse 11: “on coming to the house, they saw the Child 
with His mother Mary,” and it was there at the feet of the 
infant Jesus that all their philosophies and philosophiz-
ing died a sudden death. All their manmade opinions 
about God were swallowed up in the presence of this 
toddler Child. There they abandoned their ideas about 
who they thought God was, bowing down to worship this 
Boy who even now embodies everything God is, all He 
does, and everything He says about Himself. The magi 
had come to Jesus as philosophers, only to be turned by 
God Himself into theologians. 

Dear saints of God, here, this day, in the presence of 
Jesus, God wants you and me to set aside all of our 
homemade religion’s ideas and ideals about who our 
God is. He wants us to crucify and put to death our own 
erroneous opinions concerning Him, because the truth is 
that our opinions – and to be sure, the opinions of all men 
– matter no more than the opinions of the magi mattered 
so long ago when they followed that star to find this One 
who was born King of the Jews. God wants you to stop 
being philosophers, conjuring up in your own mind the 
“way” God ought to be, and instead to become theolo-
gians – and this solely by looking at Jesus, listening 
carefully to Jesus, worshiping Jesus, and passing on to 
others only those things we receive from Him as they’re 
passed down to us by the Prophets and Apostles. 

But this will be no less difficult for you than it was for 
the Magi on that starry evening so long, long ago. Have 
you ever thought about the kind of God the magi saw 
when they arrived at their destination? When they gazed 
on Jesus, they didn’t see God in all His glory, might and 
splendor. They saw no conquering king, or all-powerful, 
omnipotent being. Instead, when the magi looked upon 
Jesus, they saw that God looked very much like them-
selves – to be sure, like all of us. What they saw was that 
God had become like them – like us – in every way ex-
cept for sin – even as it’s recorded in the book of He-
brews, the 2nd chapter, where it reads: “since the children 
have flesh and blood, He also shared in their humanity.” 
And again in Philippians 2:8 it reads: – “[He] was found 
in appearance as a man.” When the magi arrived at the 
leading of the star, they didn’t find a god to be feared, but 
rather – as Paul writes in this morning’s Epistle – the 
God who may be approached with “freedom and confi-
dence.” 

This Boy Jesus, this little Child, this Baby whom the 
magi fell down and worshiped – this is your God, dear 
Christian. And it was in and through this Baby Boy that 
God demonstrates His love for us all so that you might 
know the tenderness and grace of God’s love for your-
self. After all, who is going to be afraid of a little baby? 
A baby can’t harm anyone, can he? That’s why when, 
with the eyes of faith, you see anew our lowly Epiphany 
King Jesus, like the magi you should find courage, hope 
and comfort in the knowledge that He came not to be 
your Judge – nor is He the One whom you ought to fear – 
but rather that He came to be the Brother and Savior of 



us all – yes, even the most miserable of sinners – in-
cluding you and me! 

You see, if you want to know who God really is, you 
need look no further than Jesus – this One whom 
Scripture tells us is God in human flesh. Jesus’ words are 
God’s words. And Jesus’ self-sacrificing birth, life, 
death and resurrection were effected solely to accom-
plish our salvation. And that, dear Christian, that is who 
God is and what He does. No philosopher could ever 
cause you to reach such a conclusion. In fact, such 
wonderful knowledge can only come to you as you join 
with the magi at Jesus’ side – seeing this Child, bowing 
down before Him, and giving Him your proper worship. 
Such magnificent knowledge is only available to you 
when you abandon all your own ideas about who God is 
and what He ought to be like – and when you find the 
Key to all your religious thinking seated there on His 
virgin mother’s lap. 

Now the season of Epiphany actually began two days 
ago on Friday. Epiphany is the time of year when 
Christ’s Church rejoices – not that She has to dream up 
her own ideas about God, but in the knowledge that God 
would deign to come to Her, lowly as She is – to disclose 
to Her His real identity. Epiphany is that time of the year 
when the Church recognizes how God has acted for Her 
– and continues to act for Her – in a way no human mind 
could ever have anticipated in it’s wildest imagination – 
by becoming an earthly Child, not an earthly king – and 
by coming in humility and poverty, not power and might. 
This is Epiphany, dear ones: that time when God reveals 
Himself to you as He really is, and you listen, rather than 
manufacturing your own ideas about Him. This is 
Epiphany: that time when God comes to you – not that 
you might fear Him, but so that “in Him” – and through 
faith in Him – you might approach God with freedom 
and confidence. 

In I Corinthians, St. Paul asks this question: “Where 
is the scholar? Where is the philosopher of this age? Has 
not God made foolish the wisdom of this world?” When 
you and I gather here in God’s House for worship – when 
we gather around God’s Word and Means of Grace – 
we’re actually assembling in the presence of God Him-
self. It really doesn’t matter what sorts of philosophical 
ideas you might bring with you when you come. What 
matters is that you abandon those homemade ideas once 
you arrive. What matters is that you set aside all your 
philosophies and philosophizing and become a real the-

ologian – that you join with the magi in Jesus’ presence – 
that you listen to Him, receive from Him what He wants 
to give You – and, of course, that you then repeat to 
others those things you’ve seen and heard. 

The truth of the matter, you see, is that no one can 
know God apart from His Epiphany – apart from His 
self-revelation in the God/Child Jesus! It’s impossible to 
rightly perceive who your Creator is without the reali-
zation that this little Boy is the Redeemer of all mankind 
– the one and only Way to the knowledge and presence 
of God Himself. If you want to look for God any other 
place than in the manger, in Mary’s lap, or hanging upon 
the cross, then the sad reality is that you will be damned. 
But when you see this Child as He really is – God in man 
made manifest for sinners one and all – then you have 
already entered into eternal life! 

“When the magi saw the star, they rejoiced with ex-
ceedingly great joy. And when they had come into the 
house, they saw the young Child with Mary His mother, 
and fell down and worshiped Him. And when they had 
opened their treasures, they presented gifts to Him: gold, 
frankincense, and myrrh.” Though they had come to 
worship an earthly king, they found themselves bowing 
down in the presence of God in the Person of this little 
Child whose very presence completely changed who the 
magi were. No longer would they be pagan philosophers, 
for God had now made them true theologians. No longer 
would they blather and spew their own homespun ideas 
about the way God ought to be, because now these magi 
had learned to speak divine words, life-giving words, 
God’s words which bring eternal life. 

What Child is this, who, laid to rest, on Mary’s lap is 
sleeping? It’s the same humanly born God who comes to 
you this day in His Holy Supper. It’s the very same God 
who, at your Baptism, changed you from a philosopher 
into a theologian – the One who has made you to be a 
hearer and speaker of God’s Words rather than words of 
your own making. This is the God of the Epiphany – the 
God who makes Himself known to you in ways unex-
pected – the God of pure love, revealed in the flesh of a 
gentle Child – and all this God has done so that you 
might not fear Him, but rather embrace Him joyfully as 
your Savior and God. Amen. 

And now that peace of God, which passes all under-
standing, will keep your hearts and minds in that one true 
faith in Christ Jesus, unto life everlasting. Amen. 

 


