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† † † † † † † 
In the name of the Father, and † of the Son, and of 

the Holy Spirit. Amen. The juicy pulp of the forbidden 
fruit had hardly even passed over Adam and Eve’s lips 
before they knew something wasn’t right – indeed, that 
something was very, very wrong. The man and the 
woman were naked. They now knew both good and 
evil. And there was God, the Almighty Creator of all 
things, walking in the midst of the garden in the cool of 
the day. Hearing His footsteps, our first parents tried to 
hide from Him. But God, being God, after all, still 
managed to find them, punish them, and cast them out 
of the Garden for their own good – for after having 
fallen into sin, their righteousness no longer measured 
up. They would have to be sent away from God’s pres-
ence until the time arrived when the Messiah would 
come. 

Now fast forward a couple thousand years to what 
should have been a short jaunt for the Israelites through 
the wilderness of Sinai to the promised land of Canaan 
– a short jaunt which instead turned into a 40 year long 
debacle. Not even the leader of the Israelites, Moses, 
would be able to enter into the Promised Land now. 
Although the Almighty had hand-picked Moses to carry 
down from the crest of Mount Sinai the two tablets of 
stone containing the Ten Commandments which had 
been carved with God’s finger, now even Moses him-
self would be forced to find his burial ground there on 
the wrong side of the Jordan – near Mount Pisgah on 
the other side of the river next to the land God had 
promised to give them. 

Some years later the Israelites desired a king for 
themselves – a king other than God who was their true 
King. So God gave them King Saul. Saul meant well, 
but truth be known, he had far too many problems that 
would get in the way of him being a truly good king. 
Then along came King David, the adulterer, the mur-
derer, the liar – yet still a man after God’s own heart. 
And then there was King Solomon with all his vaunted 
wisdom – not to mention all his many wives and con-
cubines. From that point on, it was all downhill as Israel 
and Judah were ultimately carried off to Assyria to a 
seemingly endless exile in the land of Babylon. They 
had been warned, but no, they were too “righteous” to 
listen to the Voice of Righteousness which had come to 
them through Isaiah, Jeremiah, Elijah, Amos, and all 

the other prophets. They were too smart – too smart, it 
seems, for their own good. 

Then finally, leap ahead a few more centuries to our 
own world and time and ask yourself this question: 
How is your righteousness? How does it stack up when 
compared with all the saints of the Old and New Tes-
taments? Does it exceed the righteousness of the 
Scribes and Pharisees of Jesus’ day? How well do you 
know your Bible – God’s Word? Do you know where 
your Catechism is? Do you read from it daily? Do you 
have a library at home filled with good, solid Biblical 
teaching that you and your family read on a regular 
basis? Do you – have you – loved God with all your 
heart, all your soul, and all your mind – no strings 
attached? Do you love your neighbor as yourself? Do 
you even know what it means to love unconditionally? 
Do you love our nation’s political leaders? Do you love 
your enemies – like the leaders of Isis and the yet-to-
captured-and-tried conspirators who are plotting to 
carry out terrorist attacks here in our country and all 
around the world? Are you ready to give your life for 
that person you dislike the most? Are you willing to sell 
all you have, give it to the poor, take up your cross, and 
follow Jesus? Are you prepared to make more of a 
difference in our world than all the great humanitarians 
of times past rolled into one? 

Well, that’s precisely what it takes for you to stand 
toe to toe with Jesus. You must be absolutely perfect in 
every way. You must be truly pure in heart. You must 
be steadfast and diligent in the way you live out your 
Christian faith. Every prayer you pray has to be prayed 
in perfect harmony with our Heavenly Father’s good 
and perfect will. You have to love others without 
boundaries or conditions – and yes, that includes loving 
even the vilest among us more than you love yourself. 
There can be no loopholes or excuses as you carry this 
out. Consider the text we just read which recorded these 
words of Jesus: “If you bring your gift to the altar, and 
there remember that your brother has something against 
you, leave your gift there before the altar, and go your 
way. First be reconciled to your brother, and then come 
and offer your gift.” 

When you refuse to forgive someone and yet desire 
Holy Communion – especially when that someone is 
sitting in another pew here with you in worship – do 
you not know that it’s repulsive to our Lord Christ for 



you to kneel next to that person to receive His true body 
and blood before you first reconcile yourself to them? 
And Jesus doesn’t mean that you ought to just make 
sure you come forward at separate tables so you don’t 
have to be anywhere near that person. He doesn’t mean 
you should forgive them without forgetting. He means 
you should drop everything and be reconciled so that 
the two of you together might come joyfully as one to 
receive God’s gifts. Was it not St. John himself who 
wrote: “If someone says, ‘I love God,’ yet hates his 
brother, he is a liar? For he who does not love his 
brother, whom he has seen, how can he love God whom 
he has not seen?” Those are pretty tough words to 
swallow, aren’t they? Have any of you lived up to 
them? I dare say, “No!” 

The true measure of a man or woman, you see, is not 
how long they think they are right, but rather how 
quickly they are willing to be reconciled. So repent. 
Throw down your gaudy garb of self-made righteous-
ness and put on the righteousness of Jesus Christ. His 
righteousness alone is what sets you free from the 
prison of eternal death. His righteousness alone is what 
bestows forgiveness, salvation, and everlasting life. 
Truth be known, our heavenly Father, as God, has every 
right to have a long memory concerning your sin. He 
has every right to remember every single one of your 
transgressions. But know this, He gladly gave up that 
right when He sent His Son to die on the cross for the 
sin of the world – for your sin and mine. Hence, when 
God sees His only-begotten Son dying in your place, 
He gets a case of eternal amnesia. He says: “I will 
remember their sin no more.” That’s the righteousness 
of God, dear Christian! Though your sins are like scar-
let, God declares that they shall be white as snow. 
That’s true, Godly righteousness! And that’s why Jesus 
said: “Blessed are the poor in spirit – blessed are those 
who have no righteousness of their own – for theirs is 
the kingdom of heaven.” 

God’s righteousness is yours, dear Christian, only 
through faith in Jesus Christ. That’s why God puts His 
righteousness in your ears through preaching. That’s 
why God puts His righteousness into your life through 
water and the Word in Holy Baptism. That’s why Saint 
Paul reminds us: “Do you not know that as many of us 
as were Baptized into Christ Jesus were Baptized into 
His death? Therefore we were buried with Him through 
Baptism into death, that just as Christ was raised from 
the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also 
should walk in newness of life. For if we have been 
united together in the likeness of His death, certainly 

we also shall be in the likeness of His resurrection – 
knowing this, that our old man was crucified with Him, 
that the body of sin might be done away with, that we 
should no longer be slaves of sin.” 

And so you are no longer a slave of sin. But still, the 
Law has a place in your life. You know that God’s Law 
does not, nor cannot, save you. In fact, God’s Law can 
only kill you. It shows you your sin. It shows you how 
utterly miserably our brand of righteousness has failed. 
The Law also shows you how you are to live as Chris-
tian people, and that when you fall short of God’s glory, 
you ought not turn back to the Ten Commandments and 
try to do better, but rather to Jesus Christ, the God-Man, 
the One who has fulfilled the Law of God in your place 
with His innocent birth, life, suffering, death, and 
resurrection. “What shall I render to the Lord for all His 
benefits to me?” asks the Psalmist. “I will offer the 
sacrifice of thanksgiving and will call on the name of 
the Lord. I will take the cup of salvation and will call on 
the name of the Lord.” You and I, we carry that sacri-
fice of thanksgiving and praise to this Altar, and in 
return receive God’s gifts of forgiveness, life, and 
salvation – Christ’s true body and blood under the 
ordinary, simple elements of bread and wine. This Altar 
is where Jesus gives you the cup of salvation and the 
living bread which comes down from heaven. When 
you eat Christ’s true body and drink His true blood, our 
heavenly Father remembers your sins no more. He lives 
up to what He has said, and treats you so graciously that 
you have to admit that, unlike us, God does indeed 
forgive and forget. 

According to God’s will from eternity, the Son of 
God went uncomplaining forth with our adversary, the 
devil, so that he might do with Christ as he pleased – 
and as he wishes he could do to us. After living the 
perfect life you and I are unable to live, and after taking 
our sin and death into His own body, He was then 
delivered over to the Judge, who judged Him worthy to 
die for the sins of the people. He was handed over to be 
tortured, beaten, and crucified until every penny you 
and I owe to God was paid in full – and the we were set 
free to be what God wants us to be – His own dear 
children and heirs of His kingdom. We know this is so 
because our Lord and God says that it’s so. Because of 
Jesus’ work for us poor sinners, His righteousness and 
reconciliation is now yours, and you are free. Live now 
in that freedom – for Jesus’ sake. Amen. 

And now that peace of God, which passes all under-
standing, will keep your hearts and minds in that one 
true faith in Christ Jesus, unto life everlasting. Amen. 

 


