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In the name of the Father, and of † the Son, and of 

the Holy Spirit. Amen. Over the years the well known 

cartoonist, Charles Schultz, has delighted children and 

adults alike with his “Peanuts” cartoon strip. The most 

memorable of those strips, I think, were the ones enti-

tled,  “Happiness Is.” For Linus, “Happiness” was a 

warm blanket. For Snoopy, “Happiness” was a full dish 

of dog food. And that leads me to this morning’s Gos-

pel where our Savior speaks about what it means to be 

“happy” – or, more precisely, what it means to be 

“blessed.” But the “blessedness” of which our Lord Je-

sus speaks is of an entirely different character from the 

“blessedness” of the world. This “blessedness” is cen-

tered not in the things of this life, rather it comes to us 

in His cross and suffering endured for sinners. 

Now I’m sure you would all agree that one of the 

most basic of human desires is happiness – or, using the 

words of this text, “blessedness.” People want to feel 

“blessed” more than anything else in the entire world. 

That’s not necessarily a bad thing. After all, wouldn’t 

you like to find true happiness? Wouldn’t you like to 

have a few more blessings come your way now and 

then? Wouldn’t you like to know that every day was 

going to bring you contentment, pleasure and a zest for 

living life to the fullest? Everyone wants to feel blessed. 

But that begs the all-important question, “What is this 

blessedness everyone is seeking after?” And another, 

“Why is this blessedness so doggone elusive and hard 

to find?” 

Well, if you are able to answer the first half of this 

question correctly, you won’t need to find an answer to 

the second. But if your answer i to the first question is 

wrong, then the second question will likely haunt you 

for as long as you live. The problem, you see, is that 

none us really know what true blessedness is. The bot-

tom line – whether discussing wealth, power, fame, or 

simply an overall feeling of contentment – is that 

blessedness as defined by the world will always leave 

you wanting, while the blessedness God offers through 

His Son, Jesus Christ, will endure to the end. Here in 

this text our Lord Christ was speaking only, as you 

might have noticed, to His disciples. He was describing 

to them this blessedness everyone is searching for. “He 

lifted up His eyes toward His disciples, and said: 

‘Blessed are you poor, for yours is the kingdom of 

heaven.’” Jesus wasn’t speaking to the crowd – alt-

hough they certainly would have been able to hear Him 

– rather, He was speaking specifically to His disciples. 

And may I say that if you don’t understand that, then 

the entire meaning of this text will always be a mystery. 

Interesting enough, these words of Jesus are not di-

rected toward mankind in general, but to believers in 

particular. If you’re a believer these words are intended 

for you. Listen to them again: “Blessed are you poor, 

for yours is the kingdom of heaven.” When Jesus 

speaks about being poor is He talking money and the 

riches of this life? Of course not! Earthly wealth, is not 

the issue here at all. Jesus is talking about the condition 

of your soul – not your wallet! The poor are those who 

recognize their sin and turn it over to God for for-

giveness and plenteous redemption. They are like the 

writer of the 32nd Psalm who penned these words: “I 

acknowledged my sin before You, and my iniquity I 

have not hidden. I said, ‘I will confess my transgression 

to the Lord,’ and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.” 

Like the dying thief on the cross and the prodigal 

son, the poor are they who hunger and thirst after a 

righteousness which is not of their own making – a 

righteousness which comes only as the Father gives it to 

them freely through the work and merit of His Son. 

They’re like St. Peter, who – after denying his Lord 

three times, and then remembering how Jesus told him 

beforehand that all this would happen – went away and 

wept bitterly over his sin – which was then taken away 

for the sake of Jesus’ suffering and death. Although 

those who are poor and destitute because of their sins 

are mocked, ridiculed, imprisoned – and perhaps may 

even have to die for their faith – they still patiently bear 

their crosses. 

And even though you may never have to endure any 

of these things yourself, the fact of the matter is that if 

you stand up publicly for the faith into which you were 

Baptized – that faith into which God has called you by 

name – there are going to be those who will revile, rid-

icule, or even hate you for taking such a stand. Indeed, 

God’s Word everywhere teaches that the road to true 

blessedness must, of necessity, begin with taking just 

such a stand – and with a willingness to publicly con-

fess your own remorse and regret over the waywardness 

of the path your life has taken apart from Jesus Christ. 

If the Word has done its work in your life, you will 

have to admit that the Law has condemned you to hell – 



 

as daily it mirrors the fact that you have fallen far short 

of God’s glory – and that you have not even begun to 

do what, in His Law, God has demanded of us all. But 

you will also know the end result of the mirror of God’s 

Law as it turns you toward Christ and reminds you of 

the cross where our dear Savior bled and shed His pre-

cious blood and died to save us all – that cross from 

which He now calls you to trust in the promise that in 

His bleeding wounds God’s blessedness is yours forev-

er. 

You see, the reason – or at least one of the reasons – 

why the world hates you as a disciple of our Lord Jesus, 

is that God has freely given you something most people 

would do almost anything to have – even though there 

is nothing anyone can do to receive it. In Christ every-

thing has been turned completely topsy-turvy for you, 

and that fact makes much of the world very unhappy. 

For those who are rich in the things of this world deep 

down inside know they can take nothing with them 

from this life into the next – and yet they still live every 

day as if none of this was true. They know in the end 

that the riches of this world will avail them nothing – 

and that in death eternal paupery will be their lot. 

Though they may be full of good things now, they 

know that when their life draws to a close they will be 

left empty and wanting. Though now they may gloat 

over the fact that they appear to able to reject the work 

of Christ for them as Savior, they know that on the Last 

Day when they stand before God He will refuse to 

acknowledge them. Each of these things – and so much 

more – the people of this world know you have. And 

though it isn’t your fault they’ve turned their backs on 

the Savior, they are going to hate you, nonetheless. 

That’s a bitter pill to swallow – because who doesn’t 

desire others to like them? 

Dear Christian, please remember this and know it 

well: because you know your sins, your shortcomings, 

and the effect they will have on you eternally apart 

from Jesus Christ, you have also been blessed to know 

God’s grace. Because you are poor in spirit, God has 

promised you the riches of His eternal kingdom. Be-

cause you hunger and thirst after righteousness – and 

find it completely lacking in yourself – God has freely 

and fully given you the righteousness of His Son – for 

indeed, even as the Scriptures attest, Christ has already 

earned righteousness for us all – and freely gives it to 

any who ask for it, believing in His name. Though now 

you weep over your sin, God has already given you His 

eternal blessedness as you enter into His kingdom. And 

even though you may have to endure many crosses in 

this life, God’s promise is that He will glorify you in 

heaven – because His Son has already glorified you 

here on earth. 

The difficulty in realizing and rejoicing over all this 

isn’t so much that you don’t believe it – for certainly, 

even as I pray, you do believe it. The problem is that so 

much of what the Scriptures promise seems to lie too 

far off in a time which is still yet to come. But when 

you begin to think that the promises of God are so far 

removed that they cannot be enjoyed in the here and 

now, remember what our Lord said to His disciples the 

day He ascended to the Father’s right hand in glory. He 

said, “Yea, I will be with you always, even to the very 

end of the age.” And this promise, dear child of God, 

He has not forgotten! Even though some have taught – 

and still teach – that our Lord Jesus is now sitting in 

heaven as if He were somehow restrained from being 

with us – or that He is with us only in some “spiritual” 

sense so that you have to meditate and contemplate on 

Him before He will seem real to you – that is not the 

way it is, at all. 

No, our Lord Jesus is present with you even now just 

as He promised. You don’t have to pray Him into ex-

istence by the repetition of many prayers. You don’t 

have to go into a deep trance to feel His presence, or 

sense that He is with you. All you have to do is listen to 

and believe His promise. His promise is that where His 

Word is, there He will be also. His promise is that 

where two or three are gathered in worship around His 

Word, He will be there. His promise is that where His 

children are being Baptized He will be there to call 

them His own and to place His name on them. His 

promise is that whenever you eat and drink His true 

body and blood in the Holy Supper – believing that you 

are receiving is His very body and blood even as He 

said – He will be there with His gifts of forgiveness, 

life, and salvation. His promise is that whenever You 

hear the words of the called shepherds of His Church 

speaking His Word of Truth, Christ’s Words will be the 

words You hear – just as if He were speaking them di-

rectly into your ears. 

This then, is what our Lord has taught us about 

blessedness – about how you receive it and possess it – 

and this is what you must therefore believe, teach and 

confess as His Church and people – right up until the 

time of our Lord’s Second Coming. As you continue in 

that one true faith and Church – and as you to place 

Your trust only in Christ and His promises – He will do 

those very things which He has pledged He would do. 

Because you are poor, because you hunger, because you 

weep, and because others hate you for Christ’s sake, 

yours is the kingdom of heaven – and the blessing of 

Almighty God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, will not 

have eluded you – for God has called you by His name 

and you are His – in the name of Jesus. Amen. 


