
 1

The Salt of The Earth 

Matthew 5:13-20 

Trinity Lutheran Church 

February 9, 2020 – Fifth Sunday After Epiphany 

† † † † † † † 

In the name of the Father, and of † the Son, and of 

the Holy Spirit. Amen. Just out of curiosity I recently 

did a search online for which names would come up on 

a list of the most influential people of the past few cen-

turies. As I was browsing through that list I saw some 

pretty well-known names. Johann Gutenberg, for ex-

ample, was listed in the number one slot. I suppose 

that’s a reasonable assessment. After all, Gutenberg 

invented movable type and the printing press. And I 

think you’d have to agree that the printing press has had 

a profound impact on virtually every person and aspect 

of life for the past 500 years. Even from a Christian 

point of view, I think it’s safe to say that the printing 

press was most certainly used by God as an instrument 

to bring about the spread of the Lutheran Reformation. 

As my eye moved further down the list I noticed that 

the number two name was that of Sir Isaac Newton, 

who discovered gravity. A little further down was 

Christopher Columbus, the famous world explorer. But 

the name that really stood out for me as a Lutheran was 

the third name on that list, a name that ought to be near 

and dear to all of us as Lutherans: that great reformer of 

the Church, Dr. Martin Luther. Is it not incredible that a 

man with such Biblical convictions would find himself 

so close to the top of a list such as this for doing noth-

ing more than holding before the world that Name 

which is above all other names? 

As I considered some of the other persons who made 

it into the top 100, a few names stood out from all the 

rest – people who had impacted our world in some very 

positive ways. But this list didn’t just include those who 

had affected our world in a positive way. There were 

also a number of people who had made a great impact 

by serving the cause of evil. For instance, in the number 

four slot was Charles Darwin, the man who’s almost 

entirely responsible for the fact that in public schools – 

and even in some parochial schools – our children have 

had to endure evolutionary theory as though it were an 

undisputed, undeniable scientific fact. Number seven 

was Karl Marx, the father of the godless political ma-

chine called Communism and Socialism, which is still a 

threat to freedom-loving people everywhere. And num-

ber sixteen – perhaps the most chilling name for us as 

Americans – was Adolph Hitler, who singlehandedly 

started the Second World War. 

In this morning’s Gospel, Jesus speaks to His disci-

ples and says to them: “You are the salt of the earth.” 

These are the words I want you to focus on this morn-

ing. I want you to think about the impact we as a 

Church – and as Christian people – have had, and may 

still be having, on our world and community. How will 

history judge the mark which the Church has made on 

this world? Will our religious convictions be as sure 

and certain as those of our sainted father in the faith, 

Martin Luther, or will future generations feel we gave 

in too easily to the whims and tides of this age? Have 

we dared to be different from the rest of the world by 

standing steadfastly on the firm ground of God’s Word 

– or have we so desired to be like everyone else that we 

allowed the shifting sand of this age’s values to sift be-

tween our fingers? 

“You are the salt of the earth,” says Jesus. But what 

does that mean? It means that God designed His 

Church to be a preserving agent in this world. To be 

sure, that’s what salt does. In his book, “Slouching To-

wards Gomorrah,” Supreme Court Justice Candidate 

Robert Bork appropriately writes about the well-known 

moral decline of our society. And while Bork’s analysis 

is right on the money, the truth is that if it were not for 

the influence of the Church acting as salt, this world 

would be one big Sodom and Gomorrah! The spiritual 

forces of darkness that show themselves in things like 

abortion, homosexuality, confusion of “gender identi-

ty,” the LGBT movement, pornography, sex outside of 

marriage, divorce and social decay would already have 

overcome us were it not for the salt of the earth who 

hope in Christ, and whose prayers ascend day and night 

before the throne of God imploring Him to preserve and 

save this sinful, fallen race. 

Jesus says: “You are the salt of the earth,” but no-

tice, He doesn’t say that’s what you are to be. Instead 

He says that’s what you are. These words of Jesus are 

not a call for you to live an upright, moral life, or to 

show the world how to do it. Rather it’s the call of Je-

sus for His Church and people to simply be who He has 

already made them to be. And who are you as a mem-

ber of that Church? You are a different people – a pecu-

liar people – a people who have been set apart for 

God’s own purposes – who live, move and have their 

being in Jesus Christ and His cross. You have been 
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bought with a price and marked with a sign received in 

Holy Baptism – the sign of the cross both upon your 

forehead and heart which marks you as one who has 

been redeemed by Christ the crucified. You are marked 

by Jesus – and in Him your life finds its meaning! 

You are a new people. And as a new people, the for-

giveness of Christ is at the very heart and center of your 

life – of which the cross is the key. This world, you see, 

the world lives life for the most part under the influence 

of two forces. Either people are striving to please God 

on the basis of their works, or they’ve given up and al-

lowed the corruption of their flesh to have its way. But, 

you are a new people – a people who have been called 

out of the darkness of sin and death to live in the bril-

liant white light of our Savior, Jesus Christ. You are a 

people who bask in the priceless treasure of God’s for-

giveness – a people whom God has given the privilege 

of seeing all of life through the cross and grace of His 

Only Begotten Son. 

Consider the words of this morning’s sermon hymn: 

“What is the world to me, with all its vaunted pleasure? 

When You, and You alone, Lord Jesus, are my Treas-

ure! You only, dearest Lord, my soul’s delight shall be; 

You are my Peace, my Rest. What is the world to me? 

What is the world to me, my Jesus is my Treasure, my 

Life, my Health, my Wealth, my Friend, my Love, my 

Pleasure, My Joy, my Crown, my All, my Bliss eternal-

ly. Once more, then, I declare; what is the world to 

me?” Dear children of God, your life is shaped around 

the life of our Savior, Jesus Christ, the One who came 

in the flesh for your forgiveness. And from that for-

giveness flows the desire and yearning to be God’s man 

or woman in this world. From the grace of God in 

Christ – from the life He graciously gives in Holy Bap-

tism, in the Sacrament of His very own body and blood, 

and most especially from the seed of faith He plants 

through His Word, comes the new creation who desires 

to live out the will of God. 

“You are the salt of the earth.” So says Jesus, “Be 

who you are.” Then you say, “But if the salt loses its 

flavor, how shall it be seasoned?” And isn’t this what 

you fear most – that you aren’t really the salty salt you 

know you ought to be – or that somewhere, somehow, 

you’ve forgotten who and whose you are? And because 

such feelings creep into your mind from time to time, 

might I suggest that by virtue of the fact that you’re 

concerned about such matters you have already shown 

yourself to be the salt of the earth? Consider a story I 

once heard about a woman who sat in her pastor’s study 

weeping and sobbing – convinced she had committed 

the unforgivable sin. She felt it was too late for her – 

that nothing more could be done. Yet the truth is that 

the unforgivable sin is the rejection of the Holy Spirit – 

and the reason it’s unforgivable is because without the 

Holy Spirit faith in Christ becomes impossible – and 

without faith in Christ no one can be saved. So this 

woman had convinced herself that she had rejected the 

Holy Spirit. 

After thinking about her situation for a moment, her 

pastor said to her: “The fact that you have such grave 

concerns is evidence to me that you haven’t yet com-

mitted the unforgivable sin – for those who are dead in 

their sins don’t know it – and even if they were to be 

made aware of it, they wouldn’t care a whit.” It’s for 

that reason, dear Christian, when you fear you’ve for-

gotten who or whose you are, you may still be comfort-

ed in the fact that your fear is nothing more than a sign 

of your saltiness. The key is that you must simply con-

tinue to cling to the Word and promises of God – and to 

Jesus Christ as the Source of your life. And for that you 

are in the right place this morning. For today God has 

once again assured you of His forgiveness, set you free 

from your captivity to sin, and made you strong in your 

weakness through the power of His Word and the body 

and blood of His Son – and for that we can all give 

thanks! 

Getting back for a moment to the most influential 

people of the last few hundred years, I doubt – although 

no one can ever be sure of such things – I doubt that 

any of us will likely ever make it to the top of that list 

for the next few hundred years. But, by the grace of 

God, you and I will mightily impact the world and the 

community in which we now live as we stand ready to 

make a faithful confession concerning the One who 

came to save us. Jesus says: “You are the salt of the 

earth.” You therefore, dear Christians, are a different 

people – a people who have been set apart for God’s 

own purposes – a people who have been called to de-

clare the excellencies of Him who has called you out of 

darkness to live in His marvelous light. Through the 

power of the Holy Spirit working through His Word, 

God will ensure that others are able to see this in your 

life – so that living in His grace and in the shadow of 

His cross, your saltiness – your faithful confession of 

Jesus as the Christ – will cleanse and preserve this 

world and her people to the praise and glory of God, 

and to the honor of His Son! May it always be so for 

His name’s sake. Amen. 
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came to save us. Jesus says: “You are the salt of the 

earth.” You therefore, dear Christians, are a different 

people – a people who have been set apart for God’s 

own purposes – a people who have been called to de-

clare the excellencies of Him who has called you out of 

darkness to live in His marvelous light. Through the 

power of the Holy Spirit working through His Word, 

God will ensure that others are able to see this in your 

life – so that living in His grace and in the shadow of 

His cross, your saltiness – your faithful confession of 

Jesus as the Christ – will cleanse and preserve this 

world and her people to the praise and glory of God, 

and to the honor of His Son! May it always be so for 

His name’s sake. Amen. 

 



 1

The Salt of The Earth 

Matthew 5:13-20 

Trinity Lutheran Church 

February 9, 2020 – Fifth Sunday After Epiphany 

† † † † † † † 

In the name of the Father, and of † the Son, and of 

the Holy Spirit. Amen. Just out of curiosity I recently 

did a search online for which names would come up on 

a list of the most influential people of the past few cen-

turies. As I was browsing through that list I saw some 

pretty well-known names. Johann Gutenberg, for ex-

ample, was listed in the number one slot. I suppose 

that’s a reasonable assessment. After all, Gutenberg 

invented movable type and the printing press. And I 

think you’d have to agree that the printing press has had 

a profound impact on virtually every person and aspect 

of life for the past 500 years. Even from a Christian 

point of view, I think it’s safe to say that the printing 

press was most certainly used by God as an instrument 

to bring about the spread of the Lutheran Reformation. 

As my eye moved further down the list I noticed that 

the number two name was that of Sir Isaac Newton, 

who discovered gravity. A little further down was 

Christopher Columbus, the famous world explorer. But 

the name that really stood out for me as a Lutheran was 

the third name on that list, a name that ought to be near 

and dear to all of us as Lutherans: that great reformer of 

the Church, Dr. Martin Luther. Is it not incredible that a 

man with such Biblical convictions would find himself 

so close to the top of a list such as this for doing noth-

ing more than holding before the world that Name 

which is above all other names? 

As I considered some of the other persons who made 

it into the top 100, a few names stood out from all the 

rest – people who had impacted our world in some very 

positive ways. But this list didn’t just include those who 

had affected our world in a positive way. There were 

also a number of people who had made a great impact 

by serving the cause of evil. For instance, in the number 

four slot was Charles Darwin, the man who’s almost 

entirely responsible for the fact that in public schools – 

and even in some parochial schools – our children have 

had to endure evolutionary theory as though it were an 

undisputed, undeniable scientific fact. Number seven 

was Karl Marx, the father of the godless political ma-

chine called Communism and Socialism, which is still a 

threat to freedom-loving people everywhere. And num-

ber sixteen – perhaps the most chilling name for us as 

Americans – was Adolph Hitler, who singlehandedly 

started the Second World War. 

In this morning’s Gospel, Jesus speaks to His disci-

ples and says to them: “You are the salt of the earth.” 

These are the words I want you to focus on this morn-

ing. I want you to think about the impact we as a 

Church – and as Christian people – have had, and may 

still be having, on our world and community. How will 

history judge the mark which the Church has made on 

this world? Will our religious convictions be as sure 

and certain as those of our sainted father in the faith, 

Martin Luther, or will future generations feel we gave 

in too easily to the whims and tides of this age? Have 

we dared to be different from the rest of the world by 

standing steadfastly on the firm ground of God’s Word 

– or have we so desired to be like everyone else that we 

allowed the shifting sand of this age’s values to sift be-

tween our fingers? 

“You are the salt of the earth,” says Jesus. But what 

does that mean? It means that God designed His 

Church to be a preserving agent in this world. To be 

sure, that’s what salt does. In his book, “Slouching To-

wards Gomorrah,” Supreme Court Justice Candidate 

Robert Bork appropriately writes about the well-known 

moral decline of our society. And while Bork’s analysis 

is right on the money, the truth is that if it were not for 

the influence of the Church acting as salt, this world 

would be one big Sodom and Gomorrah! The spiritual 

forces of darkness that show themselves in things like 

abortion, homosexuality, confusion of “gender identi-

ty,” the LGBT movement, pornography, sex outside of 

marriage, divorce and social decay would already have 

overcome us were it not for the salt of the earth who 

hope in Christ, and whose prayers ascend day and night 

before the throne of God imploring Him to preserve and 

save this sinful, fallen race. 

Jesus says: “You are the salt of the earth,” but no-

tice, He doesn’t say that’s what you are to be. Instead 

He says that’s what you are. These words of Jesus are 

not a call for you to live an upright, moral life, or to 

show the world how to do it. Rather it’s the call of Je-

sus for His Church and people to simply be who He has 

already made them to be. And who are you as a mem-

ber of that Church? You are a different people – a pecu-

liar people – a people who have been set apart for 

God’s own purposes – who live, move and have their 

being in Jesus Christ and His cross. You have been 
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bought with a price and marked with a sign received in 

Holy Baptism – the sign of the cross both upon your 

forehead and heart which marks you as one who has 

been redeemed by Christ the crucified. You are marked 

by Jesus – and in Him your life finds its meaning! 

You are a new people. And as a new people, the for-

giveness of Christ is at the very heart and center of your 

life – of which the cross is the key. This world, you see, 

the world lives life for the most part under the influence 

of two forces. Either people are striving to please God 

on the basis of their works, or they’ve given up and al-

lowed the corruption of their flesh to have its way. But, 

you are a new people – a people who have been called 

out of the darkness of sin and death to live in the bril-

liant white light of our Savior, Jesus Christ. You are a 

people who bask in the priceless treasure of God’s for-

giveness – a people whom God has given the privilege 

of seeing all of life through the cross and grace of His 

Only Begotten Son. 

Consider the words of this morning’s sermon hymn: 

“What is the world to me, with all its vaunted pleasure? 

When You, and You alone, Lord Jesus, are my Treas-

ure! You only, dearest Lord, my soul’s delight shall be; 

You are my Peace, my Rest. What is the world to me? 

What is the world to me, my Jesus is my Treasure, my 

Life, my Health, my Wealth, my Friend, my Love, my 

Pleasure, My Joy, my Crown, my All, my Bliss eternal-

ly. Once more, then, I declare; what is the world to 

me?” Dear children of God, your life is shaped around 

the life of our Savior, Jesus Christ, the One who came 

in the flesh for your forgiveness. And from that for-

giveness flows the desire and yearning to be God’s man 

or woman in this world. From the grace of God in 

Christ – from the life He graciously gives in Holy Bap-

tism, in the Sacrament of His very own body and blood, 

and most especially from the seed of faith He plants 

through His Word, comes the new creation who desires 

to live out the will of God. 

“You are the salt of the earth.” So says Jesus, “Be 

who you are.” Then you say, “But if the salt loses its 

flavor, how shall it be seasoned?” And isn’t this what 

you fear most – that you aren’t really the salty salt you 

know you ought to be – or that somewhere, somehow, 

you’ve forgotten who and whose you are? And because 

such feelings creep into your mind from time to time, 

might I suggest that by virtue of the fact that you’re 

concerned about such matters you have already shown 

yourself to be the salt of the earth? Consider a story I 

once heard about a woman who sat in her pastor’s study 

weeping and sobbing – convinced she had committed 

the unforgivable sin. She felt it was too late for her – 

that nothing more could be done. Yet the truth is that 

the unforgivable sin is the rejection of the Holy Spirit – 

and the reason it’s unforgivable is because without the 

Holy Spirit faith in Christ becomes impossible – and 

without faith in Christ no one can be saved. So this 

woman had convinced herself that she had rejected the 

Holy Spirit. 

After thinking about her situation for a moment, her 

pastor said to her: “The fact that you have such grave 

concerns is evidence to me that you haven’t yet com-

mitted the unforgivable sin – for those who are dead in 

their sins don’t know it – and even if they were to be 

made aware of it, they wouldn’t care a whit.” It’s for 

that reason, dear Christian, when you fear you’ve for-

gotten who or whose you are, you may still be comfort-

ed in the fact that your fear is nothing more than a sign 

of your saltiness. The key is that you must simply con-

tinue to cling to the Word and promises of God – and to 

Jesus Christ as the Source of your life. And for that you 

are in the right place this morning. For today God has 

once again assured you of His forgiveness, set you free 

from your captivity to sin, and made you strong in your 

weakness through the power of His Word and the body 

and blood of His Son – and for that we can all give 

thanks! 

Getting back for a moment to the most influential 

people of the last few hundred years, I doubt – although 

no one can ever be sure of such things – I doubt that 

any of us will likely ever make it to the top of that list 

for the next few hundred years. But, by the grace of 

God, you and I will mightily impact the world and the 

community in which we now live as we stand ready to 

make a faithful confession concerning the One who 

came to save us. Jesus says: “You are the salt of the 

earth.” You therefore, dear Christians, are a different 

people – a people who have been set apart for God’s 

own purposes – a people who have been called to de-

clare the excellencies of Him who has called you out of 

darkness to live in His marvelous light. Through the 

power of the Holy Spirit working through His Word, 

God will ensure that others are able to see this in your 

life – so that living in His grace and in the shadow of 

His cross, your saltiness – your faithful confession of 

Jesus as the Christ – will cleanse and preserve this 

world and her people to the praise and glory of God, 

and to the honor of His Son! May it always be so for 

His name’s sake. Amen. 
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Getting back for a moment to the most influential 

people of the last few hundred years, I doubt – although 

no one can ever be sure of such things – I doubt that 
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came to save us. Jesus says: “You are the salt of the 
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concerns is evidence to me that you haven’t yet com-

mitted the unforgivable sin – for those who are dead in 

their sins don’t know it – and even if they were to be 

made aware of it, they wouldn’t care a whit.” It’s for 

that reason, dear Christian, when you fear you’ve for-

gotten who or whose you are, you may still be comfort-

ed in the fact that your fear is nothing more than a sign 

of your saltiness. The key is that you must simply con-

tinue to cling to the Word and promises of God – and to 

Jesus Christ as the Source of your life. And for that you 

are in the right place this morning. For today God has 

once again assured you of His forgiveness, set you free 

from your captivity to sin, and made you strong in your 

weakness through the power of His Word and the body 

and blood of His Son – and for that we can all give 

thanks! 

Getting back for a moment to the most influential 

people of the last few hundred years, I doubt – although 

no one can ever be sure of such things – I doubt that 

any of us will likely ever make it to the top of that list 

for the next few hundred years. But, by the grace of 

God, you and I will mightily impact the world and the 

community in which we now live as we stand ready to 

make a faithful confession concerning the One who 

came to save us. Jesus says: “You are the salt of the 

earth.” You therefore, dear Christians, are a different 

people – a people who have been set apart for God’s 

own purposes – a people who have been called to de-

clare the excellencies of Him who has called you out of 

darkness to live in His marvelous light. Through the 

power of the Holy Spirit working through His Word, 

God will ensure that others are able to see this in your 

life – so that living in His grace and in the shadow of 

His cross, your saltiness – your faithful confession of 

Jesus as the Christ – will cleanse and preserve this 

world and her people to the praise and glory of God, 

and to the honor of His Son! May it always be so for 

His name’s sake. Amen. 
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In the name of the Father, and of † the Son, and of 

the Holy Spirit. Amen. Just out of curiosity I recently 

did a search online for which names would come up on 

a list of the most influential people of the past few cen-

turies. As I was browsing through that list I saw some 

pretty well-known names. Johann Gutenberg, for ex-

ample, was listed in the number one slot. I suppose 

that’s a reasonable assessment. After all, Gutenberg 

invented movable type and the printing press. And I 

think you’d have to agree that the printing press has had 

a profound impact on virtually every person and aspect 

of life for the past 500 years. Even from a Christian 

point of view, I think it’s safe to say that the printing 

press was most certainly used by God as an instrument 

to bring about the spread of the Lutheran Reformation. 

As my eye moved further down the list I noticed that 

the number two name was that of Sir Isaac Newton, 

who discovered gravity. A little further down was 

Christopher Columbus, the famous world explorer. But 

the name that really stood out for me as a Lutheran was 

the third name on that list, a name that ought to be near 

and dear to all of us as Lutherans: that great reformer of 

the Church, Dr. Martin Luther. Is it not incredible that a 

man with such Biblical convictions would find himself 

so close to the top of a list such as this for doing noth-

ing more than holding before the world that Name 

which is above all other names? 

As I considered some of the other persons who made 

it into the top 100, a few names stood out from all the 

rest – people who had impacted our world in some very 

positive ways. But this list didn’t just include those who 

had affected our world in a positive way. There were 

also a number of people who had made a great impact 

by serving the cause of evil. For instance, in the number 

four slot was Charles Darwin, the man who’s almost 

entirely responsible for the fact that in public schools – 

and even in some parochial schools – our children have 

had to endure evolutionary theory as though it were an 

undisputed, undeniable scientific fact. Number seven 

was Karl Marx, the father of the godless political ma-

chine called Communism and Socialism, which is still a 

threat to freedom-loving people everywhere. And num-

ber sixteen – perhaps the most chilling name for us as 

Americans – was Adolph Hitler, who singlehandedly 

started the Second World War. 

In this morning’s Gospel, Jesus speaks to His disci-

ples and says to them: “You are the salt of the earth.” 

These are the words I want you to focus on this morn-

ing. I want you to think about the impact we as a 

Church – and as Christian people – have had, and may 

still be having, on our world and community. How will 

history judge the mark which the Church has made on 

this world? Will our religious convictions be as sure 

and certain as those of our sainted father in the faith, 

Martin Luther, or will future generations feel we gave 

in too easily to the whims and tides of this age? Have 

we dared to be different from the rest of the world by 

standing steadfastly on the firm ground of God’s Word 

– or have we so desired to be like everyone else that we 

allowed the shifting sand of this age’s values to sift be-

tween our fingers? 

“You are the salt of the earth,” says Jesus. But what 

does that mean? It means that God designed His 

Church to be a preserving agent in this world. To be 

sure, that’s what salt does. In his book, “Slouching To-

wards Gomorrah,” Supreme Court Justice Candidate 

Robert Bork appropriately writes about the well-known 

moral decline of our society. And while Bork’s analysis 

is right on the money, the truth is that if it were not for 

the influence of the Church acting as salt, this world 

would be one big Sodom and Gomorrah! The spiritual 

forces of darkness that show themselves in things like 

abortion, homosexuality, confusion of “gender identi-

ty,” the LGBT movement, pornography, sex outside of 

marriage, divorce and social decay would already have 

overcome us were it not for the salt of the earth who 

hope in Christ, and whose prayers ascend day and night 

before the throne of God imploring Him to preserve and 

save this sinful, fallen race. 

Jesus says: “You are the salt of the earth,” but no-

tice, He doesn’t say that’s what you are to be. Instead 

He says that’s what you are. These words of Jesus are 

not a call for you to live an upright, moral life, or to 

show the world how to do it. Rather it’s the call of Je-

sus for His Church and people to simply be who He has 

already made them to be. And who are you as a mem-

ber of that Church? You are a different people – a pecu-

liar people – a people who have been set apart for 

God’s own purposes – who live, move and have their 

being in Jesus Christ and His cross. You have been 
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bought with a price and marked with a sign received in 

Holy Baptism – the sign of the cross both upon your 

forehead and heart which marks you as one who has 

been redeemed by Christ the crucified. You are marked 

by Jesus – and in Him your life finds its meaning! 

You are a new people. And as a new people, the for-

giveness of Christ is at the very heart and center of your 

life – of which the cross is the key. This world, you see, 

the world lives life for the most part under the influence 

of two forces. Either people are striving to please God 

on the basis of their works, or they’ve given up and al-

lowed the corruption of their flesh to have its way. But, 

you are a new people – a people who have been called 

out of the darkness of sin and death to live in the bril-

liant white light of our Savior, Jesus Christ. You are a 

people who bask in the priceless treasure of God’s for-

giveness – a people whom God has given the privilege 

of seeing all of life through the cross and grace of His 

Only Begotten Son. 

Consider the words of this morning’s sermon hymn: 

“What is the world to me, with all its vaunted pleasure? 

When You, and You alone, Lord Jesus, are my Treas-

ure! You only, dearest Lord, my soul’s delight shall be; 

You are my Peace, my Rest. What is the world to me? 

What is the world to me, my Jesus is my Treasure, my 

Life, my Health, my Wealth, my Friend, my Love, my 

Pleasure, My Joy, my Crown, my All, my Bliss eternal-

ly. Once more, then, I declare; what is the world to 

me?” Dear children of God, your life is shaped around 

the life of our Savior, Jesus Christ, the One who came 

in the flesh for your forgiveness. And from that for-

giveness flows the desire and yearning to be God’s man 

or woman in this world. From the grace of God in 

Christ – from the life He graciously gives in Holy Bap-

tism, in the Sacrament of His very own body and blood, 

and most especially from the seed of faith He plants 

through His Word, comes the new creation who desires 

to live out the will of God. 

“You are the salt of the earth.” So says Jesus, “Be 

who you are.” Then you say, “But if the salt loses its 

flavor, how shall it be seasoned?” And isn’t this what 

you fear most – that you aren’t really the salty salt you 

know you ought to be – or that somewhere, somehow, 

you’ve forgotten who and whose you are? And because 

such feelings creep into your mind from time to time, 

might I suggest that by virtue of the fact that you’re 

concerned about such matters you have already shown 

yourself to be the salt of the earth? Consider a story I 

once heard about a woman who sat in her pastor’s study 

weeping and sobbing – convinced she had committed 

the unforgivable sin. She felt it was too late for her – 

that nothing more could be done. Yet the truth is that 

the unforgivable sin is the rejection of the Holy Spirit – 

and the reason it’s unforgivable is because without the 

Holy Spirit faith in Christ becomes impossible – and 

without faith in Christ no one can be saved. So this 

woman had convinced herself that she had rejected the 

Holy Spirit. 

After thinking about her situation for a moment, her 

pastor said to her: “The fact that you have such grave 

concerns is evidence to me that you haven’t yet com-

mitted the unforgivable sin – for those who are dead in 

their sins don’t know it – and even if they were to be 

made aware of it, they wouldn’t care a whit.” It’s for 

that reason, dear Christian, when you fear you’ve for-

gotten who or whose you are, you may still be comfort-

ed in the fact that your fear is nothing more than a sign 

of your saltiness. The key is that you must simply con-

tinue to cling to the Word and promises of God – and to 

Jesus Christ as the Source of your life. And for that you 

are in the right place this morning. For today God has 

once again assured you of His forgiveness, set you free 

from your captivity to sin, and made you strong in your 

weakness through the power of His Word and the body 

and blood of His Son – and for that we can all give 

thanks! 

Getting back for a moment to the most influential 

people of the last few hundred years, I doubt – although 

no one can ever be sure of such things – I doubt that 

any of us will likely ever make it to the top of that list 

for the next few hundred years. But, by the grace of 

God, you and I will mightily impact the world and the 

community in which we now live as we stand ready to 

make a faithful confession concerning the One who 

came to save us. Jesus says: “You are the salt of the 

earth.” You therefore, dear Christians, are a different 

people – a people who have been set apart for God’s 

own purposes – a people who have been called to de-

clare the excellencies of Him who has called you out of 

darkness to live in His marvelous light. Through the 

power of the Holy Spirit working through His Word, 

God will ensure that others are able to see this in your 

life – so that living in His grace and in the shadow of 

His cross, your saltiness – your faithful confession of 

Jesus as the Christ – will cleanse and preserve this 

world and her people to the praise and glory of God, 

and to the honor of His Son! May it always be so for 

His name’s sake. Amen. 
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to live out the will of God. 

“You are the salt of the earth.” So says Jesus, “Be 

who you are.” Then you say, “But if the salt loses its 

flavor, how shall it be seasoned?” And isn’t this what 

you fear most – that you aren’t really the salty salt you 

know you ought to be – or that somewhere, somehow, 

you’ve forgotten who and whose you are? And because 

such feelings creep into your mind from time to time, 

might I suggest that by virtue of the fact that you’re 

concerned about such matters you have already shown 

yourself to be the salt of the earth? Consider a story I 

once heard about a woman who sat in her pastor’s study 

weeping and sobbing – convinced she had committed 

the unforgivable sin. She felt it was too late for her – 

that nothing more could be done. Yet the truth is that 

the unforgivable sin is the rejection of the Holy Spirit – 

and the reason it’s unforgivable is because without the 

Holy Spirit faith in Christ becomes impossible – and 

without faith in Christ no one can be saved. So this 

woman had convinced herself that she had rejected the 

Holy Spirit. 

After thinking about her situation for a moment, her 

pastor said to her: “The fact that you have such grave 

concerns is evidence to me that you haven’t yet com-

mitted the unforgivable sin – for those who are dead in 

their sins don’t know it – and even if they were to be 

made aware of it, they wouldn’t care a whit.” It’s for 

that reason, dear Christian, when you fear you’ve for-

gotten who or whose you are, you may still be comfort-

ed in the fact that your fear is nothing more than a sign 

of your saltiness. The key is that you must simply con-

tinue to cling to the Word and promises of God – and to 

Jesus Christ as the Source of your life. And for that you 

are in the right place this morning. For today God has 

once again assured you of His forgiveness, set you free 

from your captivity to sin, and made you strong in your 

weakness through the power of His Word and the body 

and blood of His Son – and for that we can all give 

thanks! 

Getting back for a moment to the most influential 

people of the last few hundred years, I doubt – although 

no one can ever be sure of such things – I doubt that 

any of us will likely ever make it to the top of that list 

for the next few hundred years. But, by the grace of 

God, you and I will mightily impact the world and the 

community in which we now live as we stand ready to 

make a faithful confession concerning the One who 

came to save us. Jesus says: “You are the salt of the 

earth.” You therefore, dear Christians, are a different 

people – a people who have been set apart for God’s 

own purposes – a people who have been called to de-

clare the excellencies of Him who has called you out of 

darkness to live in His marvelous light. Through the 

power of the Holy Spirit working through His Word, 

God will ensure that others are able to see this in your 

life – so that living in His grace and in the shadow of 

His cross, your saltiness – your faithful confession of 

Jesus as the Christ – will cleanse and preserve this 

world and her people to the praise and glory of God, 

and to the honor of His Son! May it always be so for 

His name’s sake. Amen. 
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In the name of the Father, and of † the Son, and of 

the Holy Spirit. Amen. Just out of curiosity I recently 

did a search online for which names would come up on 

a list of the most influential people of the past few cen-

turies. As I was browsing through that list I saw some 

pretty well-known names. Johann Gutenberg, for ex-

ample, was listed in the number one slot. I suppose 

that’s a reasonable assessment. After all, Gutenberg 

invented movable type and the printing press. And I 

think you’d have to agree that the printing press has had 

a profound impact on virtually every person and aspect 

of life for the past 500 years. Even from a Christian 

point of view, I think it’s safe to say that the printing 

press was most certainly used by God as an instrument 

to bring about the spread of the Lutheran Reformation. 

As my eye moved further down the list I noticed that 

the number two name was that of Sir Isaac Newton, 

who discovered gravity. A little further down was 

Christopher Columbus, the famous world explorer. But 

the name that really stood out for me as a Lutheran was 

the third name on that list, a name that ought to be near 

and dear to all of us as Lutherans: that great reformer of 

the Church, Dr. Martin Luther. Is it not incredible that a 

man with such Biblical convictions would find himself 

so close to the top of a list such as this for doing noth-

ing more than holding before the world that Name 

which is above all other names? 

As I considered some of the other persons who made 

it into the top 100, a few names stood out from all the 

rest – people who had impacted our world in some very 

positive ways. But this list didn’t just include those who 

had affected our world in a positive way. There were 

also a number of people who had made a great impact 

by serving the cause of evil. For instance, in the number 

four slot was Charles Darwin, the man who’s almost 

entirely responsible for the fact that in public schools – 

and even in some parochial schools – our children have 

had to endure evolutionary theory as though it were an 

undisputed, undeniable scientific fact. Number seven 

was Karl Marx, the father of the godless political ma-

chine called Communism and Socialism, which is still a 

threat to freedom-loving people everywhere. And num-

ber sixteen – perhaps the most chilling name for us as 

Americans – was Adolph Hitler, who singlehandedly 

started the Second World War. 

In this morning’s Gospel, Jesus speaks to His disci-

ples and says to them: “You are the salt of the earth.” 

These are the words I want you to focus on this morn-

ing. I want you to think about the impact we as a 

Church – and as Christian people – have had, and may 

still be having, on our world and community. How will 

history judge the mark which the Church has made on 

this world? Will our religious convictions be as sure 

and certain as those of our sainted father in the faith, 

Martin Luther, or will future generations feel we gave 

in too easily to the whims and tides of this age? Have 

we dared to be different from the rest of the world by 

standing steadfastly on the firm ground of God’s Word 

– or have we so desired to be like everyone else that we 

allowed the shifting sand of this age’s values to sift be-

tween our fingers? 

“You are the salt of the earth,” says Jesus. But what 

does that mean? It means that God designed His 

Church to be a preserving agent in this world. To be 

sure, that’s what salt does. In his book, “Slouching To-

wards Gomorrah,” Supreme Court Justice Candidate 

Robert Bork appropriately writes about the well-known 

moral decline of our society. And while Bork’s analysis 

is right on the money, the truth is that if it were not for 

the influence of the Church acting as salt, this world 

would be one big Sodom and Gomorrah! The spiritual 

forces of darkness that show themselves in things like 

abortion, homosexuality, confusion of “gender identi-

ty,” the LGBT movement, pornography, sex outside of 

marriage, divorce and social decay would already have 

overcome us were it not for the salt of the earth who 

hope in Christ, and whose prayers ascend day and night 

before the throne of God imploring Him to preserve and 

save this sinful, fallen race. 

Jesus says: “You are the salt of the earth,” but no-

tice, He doesn’t say that’s what you are to be. Instead 

He says that’s what you are. These words of Jesus are 

not a call for you to live an upright, moral life, or to 

show the world how to do it. Rather it’s the call of Je-

sus for His Church and people to simply be who He has 

already made them to be. And who are you as a mem-

ber of that Church? You are a different people – a pecu-

liar people – a people who have been set apart for 

God’s own purposes – who live, move and have their 

being in Jesus Christ and His cross. You have been 
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bought with a price and marked with a sign received in 

Holy Baptism – the sign of the cross both upon your 

forehead and heart which marks you as one who has 

been redeemed by Christ the crucified. You are marked 

by Jesus – and in Him your life finds its meaning! 

You are a new people. And as a new people, the for-

giveness of Christ is at the very heart and center of your 

life – of which the cross is the key. This world, you see, 

the world lives life for the most part under the influence 

of two forces. Either people are striving to please God 

on the basis of their works, or they’ve given up and al-

lowed the corruption of their flesh to have its way. But, 

you are a new people – a people who have been called 

out of the darkness of sin and death to live in the bril-

liant white light of our Savior, Jesus Christ. You are a 

people who bask in the priceless treasure of God’s for-

giveness – a people whom God has given the privilege 

of seeing all of life through the cross and grace of His 

Only Begotten Son. 

Consider the words of this morning’s sermon hymn: 

“What is the world to me, with all its vaunted pleasure? 

When You, and You alone, Lord Jesus, are my Treas-

ure! You only, dearest Lord, my soul’s delight shall be; 

You are my Peace, my Rest. What is the world to me? 

What is the world to me, my Jesus is my Treasure, my 

Life, my Health, my Wealth, my Friend, my Love, my 

Pleasure, My Joy, my Crown, my All, my Bliss eternal-

ly. Once more, then, I declare; what is the world to 

me?” Dear children of God, your life is shaped around 

the life of our Savior, Jesus Christ, the One who came 

in the flesh for your forgiveness. And from that for-

giveness flows the desire and yearning to be God’s man 

or woman in this world. From the grace of God in 

Christ – from the life He graciously gives in Holy Bap-
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pastor said to her: “The fact that you have such grave 

concerns is evidence to me that you haven’t yet com-

mitted the unforgivable sin – for those who are dead in 

their sins don’t know it – and even if they were to be 

made aware of it, they wouldn’t care a whit.” It’s for 

that reason, dear Christian, when you fear you’ve for-

gotten who or whose you are, you may still be comfort-

ed in the fact that your fear is nothing more than a sign 

of your saltiness. The key is that you must simply con-

tinue to cling to the Word and promises of God – and to 

Jesus Christ as the Source of your life. And for that you 

are in the right place this morning. For today God has 

once again assured you of His forgiveness, set you free 

from your captivity to sin, and made you strong in your 

weakness through the power of His Word and the body 

and blood of His Son – and for that we can all give 

thanks! 

Getting back for a moment to the most influential 

people of the last few hundred years, I doubt – although 

no one can ever be sure of such things – I doubt that 

any of us will likely ever make it to the top of that list 

for the next few hundred years. But, by the grace of 

God, you and I will mightily impact the world and the 

community in which we now live as we stand ready to 

make a faithful confession concerning the One who 

came to save us. Jesus says: “You are the salt of the 

earth.” You therefore, dear Christians, are a different 

people – a people who have been set apart for God’s 

own purposes – a people who have been called to de-

clare the excellencies of Him who has called you out of 

darkness to live in His marvelous light. Through the 

power of the Holy Spirit working through His Word, 

God will ensure that others are able to see this in your 

life – so that living in His grace and in the shadow of 

His cross, your saltiness – your faithful confession of 

Jesus as the Christ – will cleanse and preserve this 

world and her people to the praise and glory of God, 

and to the honor of His Son! May it always be so for 
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giveness – a people whom God has given the privilege 

of seeing all of life through the cross and grace of His 

Only Begotten Son. 

Consider the words of this morning’s sermon hymn: 

“What is the world to me, with all its vaunted pleasure? 

When You, and You alone, Lord Jesus, are my Treas-

ure! You only, dearest Lord, my soul’s delight shall be; 

You are my Peace, my Rest. What is the world to me? 

What is the world to me, my Jesus is my Treasure, my 

Life, my Health, my Wealth, my Friend, my Love, my 

Pleasure, My Joy, my Crown, my All, my Bliss eternal-

ly. Once more, then, I declare; what is the world to 

me?” Dear children of God, your life is shaped around 

the life of our Savior, Jesus Christ, the One who came 

in the flesh for your forgiveness. And from that for-

giveness flows the desire and yearning to be God’s man 

or woman in this world. From the grace of God in 

Christ – from the life He graciously gives in Holy Bap-

tism, in the Sacrament of His very own body and blood, 

and most especially from the seed of faith He plants 

through His Word, comes the new creation who desires 

to live out the will of God. 

“You are the salt of the earth.” So says Jesus, “Be 

who you are.” Then you say, “But if the salt loses its 

flavor, how shall it be seasoned?” And isn’t this what 

you fear most – that you aren’t really the salty salt you 

know you ought to be – or that somewhere, somehow, 

you’ve forgotten who and whose you are? And because 

such feelings creep into your mind from time to time, 

might I suggest that by virtue of the fact that you’re 

concerned about such matters you have already shown 

yourself to be the salt of the earth? Consider a story I 

once heard about a woman who sat in her pastor’s study 

weeping and sobbing – convinced she had committed 

the unforgivable sin. She felt it was too late for her – 

that nothing more could be done. Yet the truth is that 

the unforgivable sin is the rejection of the Holy Spirit – 

and the reason it’s unforgivable is because without the 

Holy Spirit faith in Christ becomes impossible – and 

without faith in Christ no one can be saved. So this 

woman had convinced herself that she had rejected the 

Holy Spirit. 

After thinking about her situation for a moment, her 

pastor said to her: “The fact that you have such grave 

concerns is evidence to me that you haven’t yet com-

mitted the unforgivable sin – for those who are dead in 

their sins don’t know it – and even if they were to be 

made aware of it, they wouldn’t care a whit.” It’s for 

that reason, dear Christian, when you fear you’ve for-

gotten who or whose you are, you may still be comfort-

ed in the fact that your fear is nothing more than a sign 

of your saltiness. The key is that you must simply con-

tinue to cling to the Word and promises of God – and to 

Jesus Christ as the Source of your life. And for that you 

are in the right place this morning. For today God has 

once again assured you of His forgiveness, set you free 

from your captivity to sin, and made you strong in your 

weakness through the power of His Word and the body 

and blood of His Son – and for that we can all give 

thanks! 

Getting back for a moment to the most influential 

people of the last few hundred years, I doubt – although 

no one can ever be sure of such things – I doubt that 

any of us will likely ever make it to the top of that list 

for the next few hundred years. But, by the grace of 

God, you and I will mightily impact the world and the 

community in which we now live as we stand ready to 

make a faithful confession concerning the One who 

came to save us. Jesus says: “You are the salt of the 

earth.” You therefore, dear Christians, are a different 

people – a people who have been set apart for God’s 

own purposes – a people who have been called to de-

clare the excellencies of Him who has called you out of 

darkness to live in His marvelous light. Through the 

power of the Holy Spirit working through His Word, 

God will ensure that others are able to see this in your 

life – so that living in His grace and in the shadow of 

His cross, your saltiness – your faithful confession of 

Jesus as the Christ – will cleanse and preserve this 

world and her people to the praise and glory of God, 

and to the honor of His Son! May it always be so for 

His name’s sake. Amen. 
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In the name of the Father, and of † the Son, and of 

the Holy Spirit. Amen. Just out of curiosity I recently 

did a search online for which names would come up on 

a list of the most influential people of the past few cen-

turies. As I was browsing through that list I saw some 

pretty well-known names. Johann Gutenberg, for ex-

ample, was listed in the number one slot. I suppose 

that’s a reasonable assessment. After all, Gutenberg 

invented movable type and the printing press. And I 

think you’d have to agree that the printing press has had 

a profound impact on virtually every person and aspect 

of life for the past 500 years. Even from a Christian 

point of view, I think it’s safe to say that the printing 

press was most certainly used by God as an instrument 

to bring about the spread of the Lutheran Reformation. 

As my eye moved further down the list I noticed that 

the number two name was that of Sir Isaac Newton, 

who discovered gravity. A little further down was 

Christopher Columbus, the famous world explorer. But 

the name that really stood out for me as a Lutheran was 

the third name on that list, a name that ought to be near 

and dear to all of us as Lutherans: that great reformer of 

the Church, Dr. Martin Luther. Is it not incredible that a 

man with such Biblical convictions would find himself 

so close to the top of a list such as this for doing noth-

ing more than holding before the world that Name 

which is above all other names? 

As I considered some of the other persons who made 

it into the top 100, a few names stood out from all the 

rest – people who had impacted our world in some very 

positive ways. But this list didn’t just include those who 

had affected our world in a positive way. There were 

also a number of people who had made a great impact 

by serving the cause of evil. For instance, in the number 

four slot was Charles Darwin, the man who’s almost 

entirely responsible for the fact that in public schools – 

and even in some parochial schools – our children have 

had to endure evolutionary theory as though it were an 

undisputed, undeniable scientific fact. Number seven 

was Karl Marx, the father of the godless political ma-

chine called Communism and Socialism, which is still a 

threat to freedom-loving people everywhere. And num-

ber sixteen – perhaps the most chilling name for us as 

Americans – was Adolph Hitler, who singlehandedly 

started the Second World War. 

In this morning’s Gospel, Jesus speaks to His disci-

ples and says to them: “You are the salt of the earth.” 

These are the words I want you to focus on this morn-

ing. I want you to think about the impact we as a 

Church – and as Christian people – have had, and may 

still be having, on our world and community. How will 

history judge the mark which the Church has made on 

this world? Will our religious convictions be as sure 

and certain as those of our sainted father in the faith, 

Martin Luther, or will future generations feel we gave 

in too easily to the whims and tides of this age? Have 

we dared to be different from the rest of the world by 

standing steadfastly on the firm ground of God’s Word 

– or have we so desired to be like everyone else that we 

allowed the shifting sand of this age’s values to sift be-

tween our fingers? 

“You are the salt of the earth,” says Jesus. But what 

does that mean? It means that God designed His 

Church to be a preserving agent in this world. To be 

sure, that’s what salt does. In his book, “Slouching To-

wards Gomorrah,” Supreme Court Justice Candidate 

Robert Bork appropriately writes about the well-known 

moral decline of our society. And while Bork’s analysis 

is right on the money, the truth is that if it were not for 

the influence of the Church acting as salt, this world 

would be one big Sodom and Gomorrah! The spiritual 

forces of darkness that show themselves in things like 

abortion, homosexuality, confusion of “gender identi-

ty,” the LGBT movement, pornography, sex outside of 

marriage, divorce and social decay would already have 

overcome us were it not for the salt of the earth who 

hope in Christ, and whose prayers ascend day and night 

before the throne of God imploring Him to preserve and 

save this sinful, fallen race. 

Jesus says: “You are the salt of the earth,” but no-

tice, He doesn’t say that’s what you are to be. Instead 

He says that’s what you are. These words of Jesus are 

not a call for you to live an upright, moral life, or to 

show the world how to do it. Rather it’s the call of Je-

sus for His Church and people to simply be who He has 

already made them to be. And who are you as a mem-

ber of that Church? You are a different people – a pecu-

liar people – a people who have been set apart for 

God’s own purposes – who live, move and have their 

being in Jesus Christ and His cross. You have been 
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bought with a price and marked with a sign received in 

Holy Baptism – the sign of the cross both upon your 

forehead and heart which marks you as one who has 

been redeemed by Christ the crucified. You are marked 

by Jesus – and in Him your life finds its meaning! 

You are a new people. And as a new people, the for-
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life – of which the cross is the key. This world, you see, 

the world lives life for the most part under the influence 
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on the basis of their works, or they’ve given up and al-
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concerns is evidence to me that you haven’t yet com-
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their sins don’t know it – and even if they were to be 

made aware of it, they wouldn’t care a whit.” It’s for 

that reason, dear Christian, when you fear you’ve for-

gotten who or whose you are, you may still be comfort-

ed in the fact that your fear is nothing more than a sign 

of your saltiness. The key is that you must simply con-

tinue to cling to the Word and promises of God – and to 

Jesus Christ as the Source of your life. And for that you 

are in the right place this morning. For today God has 

once again assured you of His forgiveness, set you free 

from your captivity to sin, and made you strong in your 

weakness through the power of His Word and the body 

and blood of His Son – and for that we can all give 

thanks! 

Getting back for a moment to the most influential 

people of the last few hundred years, I doubt – although 

no one can ever be sure of such things – I doubt that 

any of us will likely ever make it to the top of that list 

for the next few hundred years. But, by the grace of 
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community in which we now live as we stand ready to 
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came to save us. Jesus says: “You are the salt of the 

earth.” You therefore, dear Christians, are a different 

people – a people who have been set apart for God’s 

own purposes – a people who have been called to de-
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God will ensure that others are able to see this in your 
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already made them to be. And who are you as a mem-

ber of that Church? You are a different people – a pecu-

liar people – a people who have been set apart for 

God’s own purposes – who live, move and have their 

being in Jesus Christ and His cross. You have been 
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bought with a price and marked with a sign received in 

Holy Baptism – the sign of the cross both upon your 

forehead and heart which marks you as one who has 

been redeemed by Christ the crucified. You are marked 

by Jesus – and in Him your life finds its meaning! 

You are a new people. And as a new people, the for-

giveness of Christ is at the very heart and center of your 

life – of which the cross is the key. This world, you see, 

the world lives life for the most part under the influence 

of two forces. Either people are striving to please God 

on the basis of their works, or they’ve given up and al-

lowed the corruption of their flesh to have its way. But, 

you are a new people – a people who have been called 

out of the darkness of sin and death to live in the bril-

liant white light of our Savior, Jesus Christ. You are a 

people who bask in the priceless treasure of God’s for-

giveness – a people whom God has given the privilege 

of seeing all of life through the cross and grace of His 

Only Begotten Son. 

Consider the words of this morning’s sermon hymn: 

“What is the world to me, with all its vaunted pleasure? 

When You, and You alone, Lord Jesus, are my Treas-

ure! You only, dearest Lord, my soul’s delight shall be; 

You are my Peace, my Rest. What is the world to me? 

What is the world to me, my Jesus is my Treasure, my 

Life, my Health, my Wealth, my Friend, my Love, my 

Pleasure, My Joy, my Crown, my All, my Bliss eternal-

ly. Once more, then, I declare; what is the world to 

me?” Dear children of God, your life is shaped around 

the life of our Savior, Jesus Christ, the One who came 

in the flesh for your forgiveness. And from that for-

giveness flows the desire and yearning to be God’s man 

or woman in this world. From the grace of God in 

Christ – from the life He graciously gives in Holy Bap-

tism, in the Sacrament of His very own body and blood, 

and most especially from the seed of faith He plants 

through His Word, comes the new creation who desires 

to live out the will of God. 

“You are the salt of the earth.” So says Jesus, “Be 

who you are.” Then you say, “But if the salt loses its 

flavor, how shall it be seasoned?” And isn’t this what 

you fear most – that you aren’t really the salty salt you 

know you ought to be – or that somewhere, somehow, 

you’ve forgotten who and whose you are? And because 

such feelings creep into your mind from time to time, 

might I suggest that by virtue of the fact that you’re 

concerned about such matters you have already shown 

yourself to be the salt of the earth? Consider a story I 

once heard about a woman who sat in her pastor’s study 

weeping and sobbing – convinced she had committed 

the unforgivable sin. She felt it was too late for her – 

that nothing more could be done. Yet the truth is that 

the unforgivable sin is the rejection of the Holy Spirit – 

and the reason it’s unforgivable is because without the 

Holy Spirit faith in Christ becomes impossible – and 

without faith in Christ no one can be saved. So this 

woman had convinced herself that she had rejected the 

Holy Spirit. 

After thinking about her situation for a moment, her 

pastor said to her: “The fact that you have such grave 

concerns is evidence to me that you haven’t yet com-

mitted the unforgivable sin – for those who are dead in 

their sins don’t know it – and even if they were to be 

made aware of it, they wouldn’t care a whit.” It’s for 

that reason, dear Christian, when you fear you’ve for-

gotten who or whose you are, you may still be comfort-

ed in the fact that your fear is nothing more than a sign 

of your saltiness. The key is that you must simply con-

tinue to cling to the Word and promises of God – and to 

Jesus Christ as the Source of your life. And for that you 

are in the right place this morning. For today God has 

once again assured you of His forgiveness, set you free 

from your captivity to sin, and made you strong in your 

weakness through the power of His Word and the body 

and blood of His Son – and for that we can all give 

thanks! 

Getting back for a moment to the most influential 

people of the last few hundred years, I doubt – although 

no one can ever be sure of such things – I doubt that 

any of us will likely ever make it to the top of that list 

for the next few hundred years. But, by the grace of 

God, you and I will mightily impact the world and the 

community in which we now live as we stand ready to 

make a faithful confession concerning the One who 

came to save us. Jesus says: “You are the salt of the 

earth.” You therefore, dear Christians, are a different 

people – a people who have been set apart for God’s 

own purposes – a people who have been called to de-

clare the excellencies of Him who has called you out of 

darkness to live in His marvelous light. Through the 

power of the Holy Spirit working through His Word, 

God will ensure that others are able to see this in your 

life – so that living in His grace and in the shadow of 

His cross, your saltiness – your faithful confession of 

Jesus as the Christ – will cleanse and preserve this 

world and her people to the praise and glory of God, 

and to the honor of His Son! May it always be so for 

His name’s sake. Amen. 
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In the name of the Father, and of † the Son, and of 

the Holy Spirit. Amen. Just out of curiosity I recently 

did a search online for which names would come up on 

a list of the most influential people of the past few cen-

turies. As I was browsing through that list I saw some 

pretty well-known names. Johann Gutenberg, for ex-

ample, was listed in the number one slot. I suppose 

that’s a reasonable assessment. After all, Gutenberg 

invented movable type and the printing press. And I 

think you’d have to agree that the printing press has had 

a profound impact on virtually every person and aspect 

of life for the past 500 years. Even from a Christian 

point of view, I think it’s safe to say that the printing 

press was most certainly used by God as an instrument 

to bring about the spread of the Lutheran Reformation. 

As my eye moved further down the list I noticed that 

the number two name was that of Sir Isaac Newton, 

who discovered gravity. A little further down was 

Christopher Columbus, the famous world explorer. But 

the name that really stood out for me as a Lutheran was 

the third name on that list, a name that ought to be near 

and dear to all of us as Lutherans: that great reformer of 

the Church, Dr. Martin Luther. Is it not incredible that a 

man with such Biblical convictions would find himself 

so close to the top of a list such as this for doing noth-

ing more than holding before the world that Name 

which is above all other names? 

As I considered some of the other persons who made 

it into the top 100, a few names stood out from all the 

rest – people who had impacted our world in some very 

positive ways. But this list didn’t just include those who 

had affected our world in a positive way. There were 

also a number of people who had made a great impact 

by serving the cause of evil. For instance, in the number 

four slot was Charles Darwin, the man who’s almost 

entirely responsible for the fact that in public schools – 

and even in some parochial schools – our children have 

had to endure evolutionary theory as though it were an 

undisputed, undeniable scientific fact. Number seven 

was Karl Marx, the father of the godless political ma-

chine called Communism and Socialism, which is still a 

threat to freedom-loving people everywhere. And num-

ber sixteen – perhaps the most chilling name for us as 

Americans – was Adolph Hitler, who singlehandedly 

started the Second World War. 

In this morning’s Gospel, Jesus speaks to His disci-

ples and says to them: “You are the salt of the earth.” 

These are the words I want you to focus on this morn-

ing. I want you to think about the impact we as a 

Church – and as Christian people – have had, and may 

still be having, on our world and community. How will 

history judge the mark which the Church has made on 

this world? Will our religious convictions be as sure 

and certain as those of our sainted father in the faith, 

Martin Luther, or will future generations feel we gave 

in too easily to the whims and tides of this age? Have 

we dared to be different from the rest of the world by 

standing steadfastly on the firm ground of God’s Word 

– or have we so desired to be like everyone else that we 

allowed the shifting sand of this age’s values to sift be-

tween our fingers? 

“You are the salt of the earth,” says Jesus. But what 

does that mean? It means that God designed His 

Church to be a preserving agent in this world. To be 

sure, that’s what salt does. In his book, “Slouching To-

wards Gomorrah,” Supreme Court Justice Candidate 

Robert Bork appropriately writes about the well-known 

moral decline of our society. And while Bork’s analysis 

is right on the money, the truth is that if it were not for 

the influence of the Church acting as salt, this world 

would be one big Sodom and Gomorrah! The spiritual 

forces of darkness that show themselves in things like 

abortion, homosexuality, confusion of “gender identi-

ty,” the LGBT movement, pornography, sex outside of 

marriage, divorce and social decay would already have 

overcome us were it not for the salt of the earth who 

hope in Christ, and whose prayers ascend day and night 

before the throne of God imploring Him to preserve and 

save this sinful, fallen race. 

Jesus says: “You are the salt of the earth,” but no-

tice, He doesn’t say that’s what you are to be. Instead 

He says that’s what you are. These words of Jesus are 

not a call for you to live an upright, moral life, or to 

show the world how to do it. Rather it’s the call of Je-

sus for His Church and people to simply be who He has 

already made them to be. And who are you as a mem-

ber of that Church? You are a different people – a pecu-

liar people – a people who have been set apart for 

God’s own purposes – who live, move and have their 

being in Jesus Christ and His cross. You have been 
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bought with a price and marked with a sign received in 
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out of the darkness of sin and death to live in the bril-
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or woman in this world. From the grace of God in 

Christ – from the life He graciously gives in Holy Bap-
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and most especially from the seed of faith He plants 

through His Word, comes the new creation who desires 

to live out the will of God. 

“You are the salt of the earth.” So says Jesus, “Be 

who you are.” Then you say, “But if the salt loses its 

flavor, how shall it be seasoned?” And isn’t this what 

you fear most – that you aren’t really the salty salt you 

know you ought to be – or that somewhere, somehow, 

you’ve forgotten who and whose you are? And because 

such feelings creep into your mind from time to time, 

might I suggest that by virtue of the fact that you’re 

concerned about such matters you have already shown 

yourself to be the salt of the earth? Consider a story I 

once heard about a woman who sat in her pastor’s study 

weeping and sobbing – convinced she had committed 

the unforgivable sin. She felt it was too late for her – 

that nothing more could be done. Yet the truth is that 

the unforgivable sin is the rejection of the Holy Spirit – 

and the reason it’s unforgivable is because without the 

Holy Spirit faith in Christ becomes impossible – and 

without faith in Christ no one can be saved. So this 

woman had convinced herself that she had rejected the 

Holy Spirit. 

After thinking about her situation for a moment, her 

pastor said to her: “The fact that you have such grave 

concerns is evidence to me that you haven’t yet com-

mitted the unforgivable sin – for those who are dead in 

their sins don’t know it – and even if they were to be 

made aware of it, they wouldn’t care a whit.” It’s for 

that reason, dear Christian, when you fear you’ve for-

gotten who or whose you are, you may still be comfort-

ed in the fact that your fear is nothing more than a sign 

of your saltiness. The key is that you must simply con-

tinue to cling to the Word and promises of God – and to 

Jesus Christ as the Source of your life. And for that you 

are in the right place this morning. For today God has 

once again assured you of His forgiveness, set you free 

from your captivity to sin, and made you strong in your 

weakness through the power of His Word and the body 

and blood of His Son – and for that we can all give 

thanks! 

Getting back for a moment to the most influential 

people of the last few hundred years, I doubt – although 

no one can ever be sure of such things – I doubt that 

any of us will likely ever make it to the top of that list 

for the next few hundred years. But, by the grace of 

God, you and I will mightily impact the world and the 

community in which we now live as we stand ready to 

make a faithful confession concerning the One who 

came to save us. Jesus says: “You are the salt of the 

earth.” You therefore, dear Christians, are a different 

people – a people who have been set apart for God’s 

own purposes – a people who have been called to de-

clare the excellencies of Him who has called you out of 

darkness to live in His marvelous light. Through the 

power of the Holy Spirit working through His Word, 

God will ensure that others are able to see this in your 

life – so that living in His grace and in the shadow of 

His cross, your saltiness – your faithful confession of 
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world and her people to the praise and glory of God, 

and to the honor of His Son! May it always be so for 
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does that mean? It means that God designed His 

Church to be a preserving agent in this world. To be 

sure, that’s what salt does. In his book, “Slouching To-

wards Gomorrah,” Supreme Court Justice Candidate 

Robert Bork appropriately writes about the well-known 

moral decline of our society. And while Bork’s analysis 

is right on the money, the truth is that if it were not for 

the influence of the Church acting as salt, this world 

would be one big Sodom and Gomorrah! The spiritual 

forces of darkness that show themselves in things like 

abortion, homosexuality, confusion of “gender identi-

ty,” the LGBT movement, pornography, sex outside of 

marriage, divorce and social decay would already have 

overcome us were it not for the salt of the earth who 

hope in Christ, and whose prayers ascend day and night 

before the throne of God imploring Him to preserve and 

save this sinful, fallen race. 

Jesus says: “You are the salt of the earth,” but no-

tice, He doesn’t say that’s what you are to be. Instead 

He says that’s what you are. These words of Jesus are 

not a call for you to live an upright, moral life, or to 

show the world how to do it. Rather it’s the call of Je-

sus for His Church and people to simply be who He has 

already made them to be. And who are you as a mem-

ber of that Church? You are a different people – a pecu-

liar people – a people who have been set apart for 

God’s own purposes – who live, move and have their 

being in Jesus Christ and His cross. You have been 
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bought with a price and marked with a sign received in 

Holy Baptism – the sign of the cross both upon your 

forehead and heart which marks you as one who has 

been redeemed by Christ the crucified. You are marked 

by Jesus – and in Him your life finds its meaning! 

You are a new people. And as a new people, the for-

giveness of Christ is at the very heart and center of your 

life – of which the cross is the key. This world, you see, 

the world lives life for the most part under the influence 

of two forces. Either people are striving to please God 

on the basis of their works, or they’ve given up and al-

lowed the corruption of their flesh to have its way. But, 

you are a new people – a people who have been called 

out of the darkness of sin and death to live in the bril-

liant white light of our Savior, Jesus Christ. You are a 

people who bask in the priceless treasure of God’s for-

giveness – a people whom God has given the privilege 

of seeing all of life through the cross and grace of His 

Only Begotten Son. 

Consider the words of this morning’s sermon hymn: 

“What is the world to me, with all its vaunted pleasure? 

When You, and You alone, Lord Jesus, are my Treas-

ure! You only, dearest Lord, my soul’s delight shall be; 

You are my Peace, my Rest. What is the world to me? 

What is the world to me, my Jesus is my Treasure, my 

Life, my Health, my Wealth, my Friend, my Love, my 

Pleasure, My Joy, my Crown, my All, my Bliss eternal-

ly. Once more, then, I declare; what is the world to 

me?” Dear children of God, your life is shaped around 

the life of our Savior, Jesus Christ, the One who came 

in the flesh for your forgiveness. And from that for-

giveness flows the desire and yearning to be God’s man 

or woman in this world. From the grace of God in 

Christ – from the life He graciously gives in Holy Bap-

tism, in the Sacrament of His very own body and blood, 

and most especially from the seed of faith He plants 

through His Word, comes the new creation who desires 

to live out the will of God. 

“You are the salt of the earth.” So says Jesus, “Be 

who you are.” Then you say, “But if the salt loses its 

flavor, how shall it be seasoned?” And isn’t this what 

you fear most – that you aren’t really the salty salt you 

know you ought to be – or that somewhere, somehow, 

you’ve forgotten who and whose you are? And because 

such feelings creep into your mind from time to time, 

might I suggest that by virtue of the fact that you’re 

concerned about such matters you have already shown 

yourself to be the salt of the earth? Consider a story I 

once heard about a woman who sat in her pastor’s study 

weeping and sobbing – convinced she had committed 

the unforgivable sin. She felt it was too late for her – 

that nothing more could be done. Yet the truth is that 

the unforgivable sin is the rejection of the Holy Spirit – 

and the reason it’s unforgivable is because without the 

Holy Spirit faith in Christ becomes impossible – and 

without faith in Christ no one can be saved. So this 

woman had convinced herself that she had rejected the 

Holy Spirit. 

After thinking about her situation for a moment, her 

pastor said to her: “The fact that you have such grave 

concerns is evidence to me that you haven’t yet com-

mitted the unforgivable sin – for those who are dead in 

their sins don’t know it – and even if they were to be 

made aware of it, they wouldn’t care a whit.” It’s for 

that reason, dear Christian, when you fear you’ve for-

gotten who or whose you are, you may still be comfort-

ed in the fact that your fear is nothing more than a sign 

of your saltiness. The key is that you must simply con-

tinue to cling to the Word and promises of God – and to 

Jesus Christ as the Source of your life. And for that you 

are in the right place this morning. For today God has 

once again assured you of His forgiveness, set you free 

from your captivity to sin, and made you strong in your 

weakness through the power of His Word and the body 

and blood of His Son – and for that we can all give 

thanks! 

Getting back for a moment to the most influential 

people of the last few hundred years, I doubt – although 

no one can ever be sure of such things – I doubt that 

any of us will likely ever make it to the top of that list 

for the next few hundred years. But, by the grace of 

God, you and I will mightily impact the world and the 

community in which we now live as we stand ready to 

make a faithful confession concerning the One who 

came to save us. Jesus says: “You are the salt of the 

earth.” You therefore, dear Christians, are a different 

people – a people who have been set apart for God’s 

own purposes – a people who have been called to de-

clare the excellencies of Him who has called you out of 

darkness to live in His marvelous light. Through the 

power of the Holy Spirit working through His Word, 

God will ensure that others are able to see this in your 

life – so that living in His grace and in the shadow of 

His cross, your saltiness – your faithful confession of 

Jesus as the Christ – will cleanse and preserve this 

world and her people to the praise and glory of God, 

and to the honor of His Son! May it always be so for 

His name’s sake. Amen. 
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In the name of the Father, and of † the Son, and of 

the Holy Spirit. Amen. Just out of curiosity I recently 

did a search online for which names would come up on 

a list of the most influential people of the past few cen-

turies. As I was browsing through that list I saw some 

pretty well-known names. Johann Gutenberg, for ex-

ample, was listed in the number one slot. I suppose 

that’s a reasonable assessment. After all, Gutenberg 

invented movable type and the printing press. And I 

think you’d have to agree that the printing press has had 

a profound impact on virtually every person and aspect 

of life for the past 500 years. Even from a Christian 

point of view, I think it’s safe to say that the printing 

press was most certainly used by God as an instrument 

to bring about the spread of the Lutheran Reformation. 

As my eye moved further down the list I noticed that 

the number two name was that of Sir Isaac Newton, 

who discovered gravity. A little further down was 

Christopher Columbus, the famous world explorer. But 

the name that really stood out for me as a Lutheran was 

the third name on that list, a name that ought to be near 

and dear to all of us as Lutherans: that great reformer of 

the Church, Dr. Martin Luther. Is it not incredible that a 

man with such Biblical convictions would find himself 

so close to the top of a list such as this for doing noth-

ing more than holding before the world that Name 

which is above all other names? 

As I considered some of the other persons who made 

it into the top 100, a few names stood out from all the 

rest – people who had impacted our world in some very 

positive ways. But this list didn’t just include those who 

had affected our world in a positive way. There were 

also a number of people who had made a great impact 

by serving the cause of evil. For instance, in the number 

four slot was Charles Darwin, the man who’s almost 

entirely responsible for the fact that in public schools – 

and even in some parochial schools – our children have 

had to endure evolutionary theory as though it were an 

undisputed, undeniable scientific fact. Number seven 

was Karl Marx, the father of the godless political ma-

chine called Communism and Socialism, which is still a 

threat to freedom-loving people everywhere. And num-

ber sixteen – perhaps the most chilling name for us as 

Americans – was Adolph Hitler, who singlehandedly 

started the Second World War. 

In this morning’s Gospel, Jesus speaks to His disci-

ples and says to them: “You are the salt of the earth.” 

These are the words I want you to focus on this morn-

ing. I want you to think about the impact we as a 

Church – and as Christian people – have had, and may 

still be having, on our world and community. How will 

history judge the mark which the Church has made on 

this world? Will our religious convictions be as sure 

and certain as those of our sainted father in the faith, 

Martin Luther, or will future generations feel we gave 

in too easily to the whims and tides of this age? Have 

we dared to be different from the rest of the world by 

standing steadfastly on the firm ground of God’s Word 

– or have we so desired to be like everyone else that we 

allowed the shifting sand of this age’s values to sift be-

tween our fingers? 

“You are the salt of the earth,” says Jesus. But what 

does that mean? It means that God designed His 

Church to be a preserving agent in this world. To be 

sure, that’s what salt does. In his book, “Slouching To-

wards Gomorrah,” Supreme Court Justice Candidate 

Robert Bork appropriately writes about the well-known 

moral decline of our society. And while Bork’s analysis 

is right on the money, the truth is that if it were not for 

the influence of the Church acting as salt, this world 

would be one big Sodom and Gomorrah! The spiritual 

forces of darkness that show themselves in things like 

abortion, homosexuality, confusion of “gender identi-

ty,” the LGBT movement, pornography, sex outside of 

marriage, divorce and social decay would already have 

overcome us were it not for the salt of the earth who 

hope in Christ, and whose prayers ascend day and night 

before the throne of God imploring Him to preserve and 

save this sinful, fallen race. 

Jesus says: “You are the salt of the earth,” but no-

tice, He doesn’t say that’s what you are to be. Instead 

He says that’s what you are. These words of Jesus are 

not a call for you to live an upright, moral life, or to 

show the world how to do it. Rather it’s the call of Je-

sus for His Church and people to simply be who He has 

already made them to be. And who are you as a mem-

ber of that Church? You are a different people – a pecu-

liar people – a people who have been set apart for 

God’s own purposes – who live, move and have their 

being in Jesus Christ and His cross. You have been 
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through His Word, comes the new creation who desires 

to live out the will of God. 

“You are the salt of the earth.” So says Jesus, “Be 

who you are.” Then you say, “But if the salt loses its 

flavor, how shall it be seasoned?” And isn’t this what 

you fear most – that you aren’t really the salty salt you 

know you ought to be – or that somewhere, somehow, 

you’ve forgotten who and whose you are? And because 

such feelings creep into your mind from time to time, 

might I suggest that by virtue of the fact that you’re 

concerned about such matters you have already shown 

yourself to be the salt of the earth? Consider a story I 

once heard about a woman who sat in her pastor’s study 

weeping and sobbing – convinced she had committed 

the unforgivable sin. She felt it was too late for her – 

that nothing more could be done. Yet the truth is that 

the unforgivable sin is the rejection of the Holy Spirit – 

and the reason it’s unforgivable is because without the 

Holy Spirit faith in Christ becomes impossible – and 

without faith in Christ no one can be saved. So this 

woman had convinced herself that she had rejected the 

Holy Spirit. 

After thinking about her situation for a moment, her 

pastor said to her: “The fact that you have such grave 

concerns is evidence to me that you haven’t yet com-

mitted the unforgivable sin – for those who are dead in 

their sins don’t know it – and even if they were to be 

made aware of it, they wouldn’t care a whit.” It’s for 

that reason, dear Christian, when you fear you’ve for-

gotten who or whose you are, you may still be comfort-

ed in the fact that your fear is nothing more than a sign 

of your saltiness. The key is that you must simply con-

tinue to cling to the Word and promises of God – and to 

Jesus Christ as the Source of your life. And for that you 

are in the right place this morning. For today God has 

once again assured you of His forgiveness, set you free 

from your captivity to sin, and made you strong in your 

weakness through the power of His Word and the body 

and blood of His Son – and for that we can all give 

thanks! 

Getting back for a moment to the most influential 

people of the last few hundred years, I doubt – although 

no one can ever be sure of such things – I doubt that 

any of us will likely ever make it to the top of that list 

for the next few hundred years. But, by the grace of 

God, you and I will mightily impact the world and the 

community in which we now live as we stand ready to 

make a faithful confession concerning the One who 

came to save us. Jesus says: “You are the salt of the 

earth.” You therefore, dear Christians, are a different 

people – a people who have been set apart for God’s 

own purposes – a people who have been called to de-

clare the excellencies of Him who has called you out of 

darkness to live in His marvelous light. Through the 

power of the Holy Spirit working through His Word, 

God will ensure that others are able to see this in your 

life – so that living in His grace and in the shadow of 

His cross, your saltiness – your faithful confession of 

Jesus as the Christ – will cleanse and preserve this 

world and her people to the praise and glory of God, 

and to the honor of His Son! May it always be so for 

His name’s sake. Amen. 
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undisputed, undeniable scientific fact. Number seven 

was Karl Marx, the father of the godless political ma-

chine called Communism and Socialism, which is still a 

threat to freedom-loving people everywhere. And num-

ber sixteen – perhaps the most chilling name for us as 

Americans – was Adolph Hitler, who singlehandedly 

started the Second World War. 

In this morning’s Gospel, Jesus speaks to His disci-

ples and says to them: “You are the salt of the earth.” 

These are the words I want you to focus on this morn-

ing. I want you to think about the impact we as a 

Church – and as Christian people – have had, and may 

still be having, on our world and community. How will 

history judge the mark which the Church has made on 

this world? Will our religious convictions be as sure 

and certain as those of our sainted father in the faith, 

Martin Luther, or will future generations feel we gave 

in too easily to the whims and tides of this age? Have 

we dared to be different from the rest of the world by 

standing steadfastly on the firm ground of God’s Word 

– or have we so desired to be like everyone else that we 

allowed the shifting sand of this age’s values to sift be-

tween our fingers? 

“You are the salt of the earth,” says Jesus. But what 

does that mean? It means that God designed His 

Church to be a preserving agent in this world. To be 

sure, that’s what salt does. In his book, “Slouching To-

wards Gomorrah,” Supreme Court Justice Candidate 

Robert Bork appropriately writes about the well-known 

moral decline of our society. And while Bork’s analysis 

is right on the money, the truth is that if it were not for 

the influence of the Church acting as salt, this world 

would be one big Sodom and Gomorrah! The spiritual 

forces of darkness that show themselves in things like 

abortion, homosexuality, confusion of “gender identi-

ty,” the LGBT movement, pornography, sex outside of 

marriage, divorce and social decay would already have 

overcome us were it not for the salt of the earth who 

hope in Christ, and whose prayers ascend day and night 

before the throne of God imploring Him to preserve and 

save this sinful, fallen race. 

Jesus says: “You are the salt of the earth,” but no-

tice, He doesn’t say that’s what you are to be. Instead 

He says that’s what you are. These words of Jesus are 

not a call for you to live an upright, moral life, or to 

show the world how to do it. Rather it’s the call of Je-

sus for His Church and people to simply be who He has 

already made them to be. And who are you as a mem-

ber of that Church? You are a different people – a pecu-

liar people – a people who have been set apart for 

God’s own purposes – who live, move and have their 

being in Jesus Christ and His cross. You have been 



 2

bought with a price and marked with a sign received in 

Holy Baptism – the sign of the cross both upon your 

forehead and heart which marks you as one who has 

been redeemed by Christ the crucified. You are marked 

by Jesus – and in Him your life finds its meaning! 

You are a new people. And as a new people, the for-

giveness of Christ is at the very heart and center of your 

life – of which the cross is the key. This world, you see, 

the world lives life for the most part under the influence 

of two forces. Either people are striving to please God 

on the basis of their works, or they’ve given up and al-

lowed the corruption of their flesh to have its way. But, 

you are a new people – a people who have been called 

out of the darkness of sin and death to live in the bril-

liant white light of our Savior, Jesus Christ. You are a 

people who bask in the priceless treasure of God’s for-

giveness – a people whom God has given the privilege 

of seeing all of life through the cross and grace of His 

Only Begotten Son. 

Consider the words of this morning’s sermon hymn: 

“What is the world to me, with all its vaunted pleasure? 

When You, and You alone, Lord Jesus, are my Treas-

ure! You only, dearest Lord, my soul’s delight shall be; 

You are my Peace, my Rest. What is the world to me? 

What is the world to me, my Jesus is my Treasure, my 

Life, my Health, my Wealth, my Friend, my Love, my 

Pleasure, My Joy, my Crown, my All, my Bliss eternal-

ly. Once more, then, I declare; what is the world to 

me?” Dear children of God, your life is shaped around 

the life of our Savior, Jesus Christ, the One who came 

in the flesh for your forgiveness. And from that for-

giveness flows the desire and yearning to be God’s man 

or woman in this world. From the grace of God in 

Christ – from the life He graciously gives in Holy Bap-

tism, in the Sacrament of His very own body and blood, 

and most especially from the seed of faith He plants 

through His Word, comes the new creation who desires 

to live out the will of God. 

“You are the salt of the earth.” So says Jesus, “Be 

who you are.” Then you say, “But if the salt loses its 

flavor, how shall it be seasoned?” And isn’t this what 

you fear most – that you aren’t really the salty salt you 

know you ought to be – or that somewhere, somehow, 

you’ve forgotten who and whose you are? And because 

such feelings creep into your mind from time to time, 

might I suggest that by virtue of the fact that you’re 

concerned about such matters you have already shown 

yourself to be the salt of the earth? Consider a story I 

once heard about a woman who sat in her pastor’s study 

weeping and sobbing – convinced she had committed 

the unforgivable sin. She felt it was too late for her – 

that nothing more could be done. Yet the truth is that 

the unforgivable sin is the rejection of the Holy Spirit – 

and the reason it’s unforgivable is because without the 

Holy Spirit faith in Christ becomes impossible – and 

without faith in Christ no one can be saved. So this 

woman had convinced herself that she had rejected the 

Holy Spirit. 

After thinking about her situation for a moment, her 

pastor said to her: “The fact that you have such grave 

concerns is evidence to me that you haven’t yet com-

mitted the unforgivable sin – for those who are dead in 

their sins don’t know it – and even if they were to be 

made aware of it, they wouldn’t care a whit.” It’s for 

that reason, dear Christian, when you fear you’ve for-

gotten who or whose you are, you may still be comfort-

ed in the fact that your fear is nothing more than a sign 

of your saltiness. The key is that you must simply con-

tinue to cling to the Word and promises of God – and to 

Jesus Christ as the Source of your life. And for that you 

are in the right place this morning. For today God has 

once again assured you of His forgiveness, set you free 

from your captivity to sin, and made you strong in your 

weakness through the power of His Word and the body 

and blood of His Son – and for that we can all give 

thanks! 

Getting back for a moment to the most influential 

people of the last few hundred years, I doubt – although 

no one can ever be sure of such things – I doubt that 

any of us will likely ever make it to the top of that list 

for the next few hundred years. But, by the grace of 

God, you and I will mightily impact the world and the 

community in which we now live as we stand ready to 

make a faithful confession concerning the One who 

came to save us. Jesus says: “You are the salt of the 

earth.” You therefore, dear Christians, are a different 

people – a people who have been set apart for God’s 

own purposes – a people who have been called to de-

clare the excellencies of Him who has called you out of 

darkness to live in His marvelous light. Through the 

power of the Holy Spirit working through His Word, 

God will ensure that others are able to see this in your 

life – so that living in His grace and in the shadow of 

His cross, your saltiness – your faithful confession of 

Jesus as the Christ – will cleanse and preserve this 

world and her people to the praise and glory of God, 

and to the honor of His Son! May it always be so for 

His name’s sake. Amen. 
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In the name of the Father, and of † the Son, and of 
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turies. As I was browsing through that list I saw some 
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that’s a reasonable assessment. After all, Gutenberg 

invented movable type and the printing press. And I 

think you’d have to agree that the printing press has had 

a profound impact on virtually every person and aspect 

of life for the past 500 years. Even from a Christian 

point of view, I think it’s safe to say that the printing 

press was most certainly used by God as an instrument 

to bring about the spread of the Lutheran Reformation. 

As my eye moved further down the list I noticed that 

the number two name was that of Sir Isaac Newton, 

who discovered gravity. A little further down was 

Christopher Columbus, the famous world explorer. But 

the name that really stood out for me as a Lutheran was 

the third name on that list, a name that ought to be near 

and dear to all of us as Lutherans: that great reformer of 

the Church, Dr. Martin Luther. Is it not incredible that a 

man with such Biblical convictions would find himself 

so close to the top of a list such as this for doing noth-

ing more than holding before the world that Name 

which is above all other names? 

As I considered some of the other persons who made 

it into the top 100, a few names stood out from all the 

rest – people who had impacted our world in some very 

positive ways. But this list didn’t just include those who 

had affected our world in a positive way. There were 

also a number of people who had made a great impact 

by serving the cause of evil. For instance, in the number 

four slot was Charles Darwin, the man who’s almost 

entirely responsible for the fact that in public schools – 

and even in some parochial schools – our children have 

had to endure evolutionary theory as though it were an 

undisputed, undeniable scientific fact. Number seven 

was Karl Marx, the father of the godless political ma-

chine called Communism and Socialism, which is still a 

threat to freedom-loving people everywhere. And num-

ber sixteen – perhaps the most chilling name for us as 
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started the Second World War. 
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These are the words I want you to focus on this morn-
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still be having, on our world and community. How will 
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this world? Will our religious convictions be as sure 
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Martin Luther, or will future generations feel we gave 
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– or have we so desired to be like everyone else that we 

allowed the shifting sand of this age’s values to sift be-
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“You are the salt of the earth,” says Jesus. But what 

does that mean? It means that God designed His 

Church to be a preserving agent in this world. To be 

sure, that’s what salt does. In his book, “Slouching To-

wards Gomorrah,” Supreme Court Justice Candidate 

Robert Bork appropriately writes about the well-known 

moral decline of our society. And while Bork’s analysis 

is right on the money, the truth is that if it were not for 

the influence of the Church acting as salt, this world 

would be one big Sodom and Gomorrah! The spiritual 

forces of darkness that show themselves in things like 
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ty,” the LGBT movement, pornography, sex outside of 

marriage, divorce and social decay would already have 

overcome us were it not for the salt of the earth who 

hope in Christ, and whose prayers ascend day and night 

before the throne of God imploring Him to preserve and 

save this sinful, fallen race. 

Jesus says: “You are the salt of the earth,” but no-

tice, He doesn’t say that’s what you are to be. Instead 

He says that’s what you are. These words of Jesus are 

not a call for you to live an upright, moral life, or to 

show the world how to do it. Rather it’s the call of Je-

sus for His Church and people to simply be who He has 

already made them to be. And who are you as a mem-

ber of that Church? You are a different people – a pecu-

liar people – a people who have been set apart for 

God’s own purposes – who live, move and have their 

being in Jesus Christ and His cross. You have been 
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by Jesus – and in Him your life finds its meaning! 

You are a new people. And as a new people, the for-
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life – of which the cross is the key. This world, you see, 

the world lives life for the most part under the influence 

of two forces. Either people are striving to please God 

on the basis of their works, or they’ve given up and al-

lowed the corruption of their flesh to have its way. But, 

you are a new people – a people who have been called 

out of the darkness of sin and death to live in the bril-
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of seeing all of life through the cross and grace of His 

Only Begotten Son. 
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giveness flows the desire and yearning to be God’s man 

or woman in this world. From the grace of God in 

Christ – from the life He graciously gives in Holy Bap-

tism, in the Sacrament of His very own body and blood, 

and most especially from the seed of faith He plants 

through His Word, comes the new creation who desires 

to live out the will of God. 

“You are the salt of the earth.” So says Jesus, “Be 

who you are.” Then you say, “But if the salt loses its 

flavor, how shall it be seasoned?” And isn’t this what 

you fear most – that you aren’t really the salty salt you 

know you ought to be – or that somewhere, somehow, 

you’ve forgotten who and whose you are? And because 

such feelings creep into your mind from time to time, 

might I suggest that by virtue of the fact that you’re 

concerned about such matters you have already shown 

yourself to be the salt of the earth? Consider a story I 

once heard about a woman who sat in her pastor’s study 

weeping and sobbing – convinced she had committed 

the unforgivable sin. She felt it was too late for her – 

that nothing more could be done. Yet the truth is that 

the unforgivable sin is the rejection of the Holy Spirit – 

and the reason it’s unforgivable is because without the 

Holy Spirit faith in Christ becomes impossible – and 

without faith in Christ no one can be saved. So this 

woman had convinced herself that she had rejected the 

Holy Spirit. 

After thinking about her situation for a moment, her 

pastor said to her: “The fact that you have such grave 

concerns is evidence to me that you haven’t yet com-

mitted the unforgivable sin – for those who are dead in 

their sins don’t know it – and even if they were to be 

made aware of it, they wouldn’t care a whit.” It’s for 

that reason, dear Christian, when you fear you’ve for-

gotten who or whose you are, you may still be comfort-

ed in the fact that your fear is nothing more than a sign 

of your saltiness. The key is that you must simply con-

tinue to cling to the Word and promises of God – and to 

Jesus Christ as the Source of your life. And for that you 

are in the right place this morning. For today God has 

once again assured you of His forgiveness, set you free 

from your captivity to sin, and made you strong in your 

weakness through the power of His Word and the body 

and blood of His Son – and for that we can all give 

thanks! 

Getting back for a moment to the most influential 

people of the last few hundred years, I doubt – although 

no one can ever be sure of such things – I doubt that 

any of us will likely ever make it to the top of that list 

for the next few hundred years. But, by the grace of 

God, you and I will mightily impact the world and the 

community in which we now live as we stand ready to 

make a faithful confession concerning the One who 

came to save us. Jesus says: “You are the salt of the 

earth.” You therefore, dear Christians, are a different 

people – a people who have been set apart for God’s 

own purposes – a people who have been called to de-

clare the excellencies of Him who has called you out of 

darkness to live in His marvelous light. Through the 

power of the Holy Spirit working through His Word, 

God will ensure that others are able to see this in your 

life – so that living in His grace and in the shadow of 

His cross, your saltiness – your faithful confession of 

Jesus as the Christ – will cleanse and preserve this 

world and her people to the praise and glory of God, 

and to the honor of His Son! May it always be so for 

His name’s sake. Amen. 
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As my eye moved further down the list I noticed that 

the number two name was that of Sir Isaac Newton, 

who discovered gravity. A little further down was 

Christopher Columbus, the famous world explorer. But 

the name that really stood out for me as a Lutheran was 

the third name on that list, a name that ought to be near 

and dear to all of us as Lutherans: that great reformer of 

the Church, Dr. Martin Luther. Is it not incredible that a 

man with such Biblical convictions would find himself 

so close to the top of a list such as this for doing noth-

ing more than holding before the world that Name 

which is above all other names? 

As I considered some of the other persons who made 

it into the top 100, a few names stood out from all the 

rest – people who had impacted our world in some very 

positive ways. But this list didn’t just include those who 

had affected our world in a positive way. There were 

also a number of people who had made a great impact 

by serving the cause of evil. For instance, in the number 

four slot was Charles Darwin, the man who’s almost 

entirely responsible for the fact that in public schools – 

and even in some parochial schools – our children have 

had to endure evolutionary theory as though it were an 

undisputed, undeniable scientific fact. Number seven 

was Karl Marx, the father of the godless political ma-

chine called Communism and Socialism, which is still a 

threat to freedom-loving people everywhere. And num-

ber sixteen – perhaps the most chilling name for us as 

Americans – was Adolph Hitler, who singlehandedly 

started the Second World War. 

In this morning’s Gospel, Jesus speaks to His disci-

ples and says to them: “You are the salt of the earth.” 

These are the words I want you to focus on this morn-

ing. I want you to think about the impact we as a 

Church – and as Christian people – have had, and may 

still be having, on our world and community. How will 

history judge the mark which the Church has made on 

this world? Will our religious convictions be as sure 

and certain as those of our sainted father in the faith, 

Martin Luther, or will future generations feel we gave 

in too easily to the whims and tides of this age? Have 

we dared to be different from the rest of the world by 

standing steadfastly on the firm ground of God’s Word 

– or have we so desired to be like everyone else that we 

allowed the shifting sand of this age’s values to sift be-

tween our fingers? 

“You are the salt of the earth,” says Jesus. But what 

does that mean? It means that God designed His 

Church to be a preserving agent in this world. To be 

sure, that’s what salt does. In his book, “Slouching To-

wards Gomorrah,” Supreme Court Justice Candidate 

Robert Bork appropriately writes about the well-known 

moral decline of our society. And while Bork’s analysis 

is right on the money, the truth is that if it were not for 

the influence of the Church acting as salt, this world 

would be one big Sodom and Gomorrah! The spiritual 

forces of darkness that show themselves in things like 

abortion, homosexuality, confusion of “gender identi-

ty,” the LGBT movement, pornography, sex outside of 

marriage, divorce and social decay would already have 

overcome us were it not for the salt of the earth who 

hope in Christ, and whose prayers ascend day and night 

before the throne of God imploring Him to preserve and 

save this sinful, fallen race. 

Jesus says: “You are the salt of the earth,” but no-

tice, He doesn’t say that’s what you are to be. Instead 

He says that’s what you are. These words of Jesus are 

not a call for you to live an upright, moral life, or to 

show the world how to do it. Rather it’s the call of Je-

sus for His Church and people to simply be who He has 

already made them to be. And who are you as a mem-

ber of that Church? You are a different people – a pecu-

liar people – a people who have been set apart for 

God’s own purposes – who live, move and have their 

being in Jesus Christ and His cross. You have been 
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bought with a price and marked with a sign received in 

Holy Baptism – the sign of the cross both upon your 

forehead and heart which marks you as one who has 

been redeemed by Christ the crucified. You are marked 

by Jesus – and in Him your life finds its meaning! 

You are a new people. And as a new people, the for-

giveness of Christ is at the very heart and center of your 

life – of which the cross is the key. This world, you see, 

the world lives life for the most part under the influence 

of two forces. Either people are striving to please God 

on the basis of their works, or they’ve given up and al-

lowed the corruption of their flesh to have its way. But, 

you are a new people – a people who have been called 

out of the darkness of sin and death to live in the bril-

liant white light of our Savior, Jesus Christ. You are a 

people who bask in the priceless treasure of God’s for-

giveness – a people whom God has given the privilege 

of seeing all of life through the cross and grace of His 

Only Begotten Son. 

Consider the words of this morning’s sermon hymn: 

“What is the world to me, with all its vaunted pleasure? 

When You, and You alone, Lord Jesus, are my Treas-

ure! You only, dearest Lord, my soul’s delight shall be; 

You are my Peace, my Rest. What is the world to me? 

What is the world to me, my Jesus is my Treasure, my 

Life, my Health, my Wealth, my Friend, my Love, my 

Pleasure, My Joy, my Crown, my All, my Bliss eternal-

ly. Once more, then, I declare; what is the world to 

me?” Dear children of God, your life is shaped around 

the life of our Savior, Jesus Christ, the One who came 

in the flesh for your forgiveness. And from that for-

giveness flows the desire and yearning to be God’s man 

or woman in this world. From the grace of God in 

Christ – from the life He graciously gives in Holy Bap-

tism, in the Sacrament of His very own body and blood, 

and most especially from the seed of faith He plants 

through His Word, comes the new creation who desires 

to live out the will of God. 

“You are the salt of the earth.” So says Jesus, “Be 

who you are.” Then you say, “But if the salt loses its 

flavor, how shall it be seasoned?” And isn’t this what 

you fear most – that you aren’t really the salty salt you 

know you ought to be – or that somewhere, somehow, 

you’ve forgotten who and whose you are? And because 

such feelings creep into your mind from time to time, 

might I suggest that by virtue of the fact that you’re 

concerned about such matters you have already shown 

yourself to be the salt of the earth? Consider a story I 

once heard about a woman who sat in her pastor’s study 

weeping and sobbing – convinced she had committed 

the unforgivable sin. She felt it was too late for her – 

that nothing more could be done. Yet the truth is that 

the unforgivable sin is the rejection of the Holy Spirit – 

and the reason it’s unforgivable is because without the 

Holy Spirit faith in Christ becomes impossible – and 

without faith in Christ no one can be saved. So this 

woman had convinced herself that she had rejected the 

Holy Spirit. 

After thinking about her situation for a moment, her 

pastor said to her: “The fact that you have such grave 

concerns is evidence to me that you haven’t yet com-

mitted the unforgivable sin – for those who are dead in 

their sins don’t know it – and even if they were to be 

made aware of it, they wouldn’t care a whit.” It’s for 

that reason, dear Christian, when you fear you’ve for-

gotten who or whose you are, you may still be comfort-

ed in the fact that your fear is nothing more than a sign 

of your saltiness. The key is that you must simply con-

tinue to cling to the Word and promises of God – and to 

Jesus Christ as the Source of your life. And for that you 

are in the right place this morning. For today God has 

once again assured you of His forgiveness, set you free 

from your captivity to sin, and made you strong in your 

weakness through the power of His Word and the body 

and blood of His Son – and for that we can all give 

thanks! 

Getting back for a moment to the most influential 

people of the last few hundred years, I doubt – although 

no one can ever be sure of such things – I doubt that 

any of us will likely ever make it to the top of that list 

for the next few hundred years. But, by the grace of 

God, you and I will mightily impact the world and the 

community in which we now live as we stand ready to 

make a faithful confession concerning the One who 

came to save us. Jesus says: “You are the salt of the 

earth.” You therefore, dear Christians, are a different 

people – a people who have been set apart for God’s 

own purposes – a people who have been called to de-

clare the excellencies of Him who has called you out of 

darkness to live in His marvelous light. Through the 

power of the Holy Spirit working through His Word, 

God will ensure that others are able to see this in your 

life – so that living in His grace and in the shadow of 

His cross, your saltiness – your faithful confession of 

Jesus as the Christ – will cleanse and preserve this 

world and her people to the praise and glory of God, 

and to the honor of His Son! May it always be so for 

His name’s sake. Amen. 
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is right on the money, the truth is that if it were not for 

the influence of the Church acting as salt, this world 
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forces of darkness that show themselves in things like 

abortion, homosexuality, confusion of “gender identi-

ty,” the LGBT movement, pornography, sex outside of 

marriage, divorce and social decay would already have 

overcome us were it not for the salt of the earth who 

hope in Christ, and whose prayers ascend day and night 

before the throne of God imploring Him to preserve and 

save this sinful, fallen race. 

Jesus says: “You are the salt of the earth,” but no-
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show the world how to do it. Rather it’s the call of Je-

sus for His Church and people to simply be who He has 

already made them to be. And who are you as a mem-

ber of that Church? You are a different people – a pecu-

liar people – a people who have been set apart for 
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bought with a price and marked with a sign received in 
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You are a new people. And as a new people, the for-
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on the basis of their works, or they’ve given up and al-

lowed the corruption of their flesh to have its way. But, 

you are a new people – a people who have been called 

out of the darkness of sin and death to live in the bril-
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Consider the words of this morning’s sermon hymn: 

“What is the world to me, with all its vaunted pleasure? 

When You, and You alone, Lord Jesus, are my Treas-

ure! You only, dearest Lord, my soul’s delight shall be; 

You are my Peace, my Rest. What is the world to me? 

What is the world to me, my Jesus is my Treasure, my 

Life, my Health, my Wealth, my Friend, my Love, my 

Pleasure, My Joy, my Crown, my All, my Bliss eternal-
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giveness flows the desire and yearning to be God’s man 

or woman in this world. From the grace of God in 

Christ – from the life He graciously gives in Holy Bap-

tism, in the Sacrament of His very own body and blood, 

and most especially from the seed of faith He plants 

through His Word, comes the new creation who desires 

to live out the will of God. 

“You are the salt of the earth.” So says Jesus, “Be 

who you are.” Then you say, “But if the salt loses its 

flavor, how shall it be seasoned?” And isn’t this what 

you fear most – that you aren’t really the salty salt you 

know you ought to be – or that somewhere, somehow, 

you’ve forgotten who and whose you are? And because 

such feelings creep into your mind from time to time, 

might I suggest that by virtue of the fact that you’re 

concerned about such matters you have already shown 

yourself to be the salt of the earth? Consider a story I 

once heard about a woman who sat in her pastor’s study 

weeping and sobbing – convinced she had committed 

the unforgivable sin. She felt it was too late for her – 

that nothing more could be done. Yet the truth is that 

the unforgivable sin is the rejection of the Holy Spirit – 

and the reason it’s unforgivable is because without the 

Holy Spirit faith in Christ becomes impossible – and 

without faith in Christ no one can be saved. So this 

woman had convinced herself that she had rejected the 

Holy Spirit. 

After thinking about her situation for a moment, her 

pastor said to her: “The fact that you have such grave 

concerns is evidence to me that you haven’t yet com-

mitted the unforgivable sin – for those who are dead in 

their sins don’t know it – and even if they were to be 

made aware of it, they wouldn’t care a whit.” It’s for 

that reason, dear Christian, when you fear you’ve for-

gotten who or whose you are, you may still be comfort-

ed in the fact that your fear is nothing more than a sign 

of your saltiness. The key is that you must simply con-

tinue to cling to the Word and promises of God – and to 

Jesus Christ as the Source of your life. And for that you 

are in the right place this morning. For today God has 

once again assured you of His forgiveness, set you free 

from your captivity to sin, and made you strong in your 

weakness through the power of His Word and the body 

and blood of His Son – and for that we can all give 

thanks! 

Getting back for a moment to the most influential 

people of the last few hundred years, I doubt – although 

no one can ever be sure of such things – I doubt that 

any of us will likely ever make it to the top of that list 

for the next few hundred years. But, by the grace of 

God, you and I will mightily impact the world and the 

community in which we now live as we stand ready to 

make a faithful confession concerning the One who 

came to save us. Jesus says: “You are the salt of the 

earth.” You therefore, dear Christians, are a different 

people – a people who have been set apart for God’s 

own purposes – a people who have been called to de-

clare the excellencies of Him who has called you out of 

darkness to live in His marvelous light. Through the 

power of the Holy Spirit working through His Word, 

God will ensure that others are able to see this in your 

life – so that living in His grace and in the shadow of 

His cross, your saltiness – your faithful confession of 

Jesus as the Christ – will cleanse and preserve this 

world and her people to the praise and glory of God, 

and to the honor of His Son! May it always be so for 

His name’s sake. Amen. 
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life – so that living in His grace and in the shadow of 

His cross, your saltiness – your faithful confession of 

Jesus as the Christ – will cleanse and preserve this 

world and her people to the praise and glory of God, 

and to the honor of His Son! May it always be so for 

His name’s sake. Amen. 
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In the name of the Father, and of † the Son, and of 

the Holy Spirit. Amen. Just out of curiosity I recently 

did a search online for which names would come up on 

a list of the most influential people of the past few cen-

turies. As I was browsing through that list I saw some 

pretty well-known names. Johann Gutenberg, for ex-

ample, was listed in the number one slot. I suppose 

that’s a reasonable assessment. After all, Gutenberg 

invented movable type and the printing press. And I 

think you’d have to agree that the printing press has had 

a profound impact on virtually every person and aspect 

of life for the past 500 years. Even from a Christian 

point of view, I think it’s safe to say that the printing 

press was most certainly used by God as an instrument 

to bring about the spread of the Lutheran Reformation. 

As my eye moved further down the list I noticed that 

the number two name was that of Sir Isaac Newton, 

who discovered gravity. A little further down was 

Christopher Columbus, the famous world explorer. But 

the name that really stood out for me as a Lutheran was 

the third name on that list, a name that ought to be near 

and dear to all of us as Lutherans: that great reformer of 

the Church, Dr. Martin Luther. Is it not incredible that a 

man with such Biblical convictions would find himself 

so close to the top of a list such as this for doing noth-

ing more than holding before the world that Name 

which is above all other names? 

As I considered some of the other persons who made 

it into the top 100, a few names stood out from all the 

rest – people who had impacted our world in some very 

positive ways. But this list didn’t just include those who 

had affected our world in a positive way. There were 

also a number of people who had made a great impact 

by serving the cause of evil. For instance, in the number 

four slot was Charles Darwin, the man who’s almost 

entirely responsible for the fact that in public schools – 

and even in some parochial schools – our children have 

had to endure evolutionary theory as though it were an 

undisputed, undeniable scientific fact. Number seven 

was Karl Marx, the father of the godless political ma-

chine called Communism and Socialism, which is still a 

threat to freedom-loving people everywhere. And num-

ber sixteen – perhaps the most chilling name for us as 

Americans – was Adolph Hitler, who singlehandedly 

started the Second World War. 

In this morning’s Gospel, Jesus speaks to His disci-

ples and says to them: “You are the salt of the earth.” 

These are the words I want you to focus on this morn-

ing. I want you to think about the impact we as a 

Church – and as Christian people – have had, and may 

still be having, on our world and community. How will 

history judge the mark which the Church has made on 

this world? Will our religious convictions be as sure 

and certain as those of our sainted father in the faith, 

Martin Luther, or will future generations feel we gave 

in too easily to the whims and tides of this age? Have 

we dared to be different from the rest of the world by 

standing steadfastly on the firm ground of God’s Word 

– or have we so desired to be like everyone else that we 

allowed the shifting sand of this age’s values to sift be-

tween our fingers? 

“You are the salt of the earth,” says Jesus. But what 

does that mean? It means that God designed His 

Church to be a preserving agent in this world. To be 

sure, that’s what salt does. In his book, “Slouching To-

wards Gomorrah,” Supreme Court Justice Candidate 

Robert Bork appropriately writes about the well-known 

moral decline of our society. And while Bork’s analysis 

is right on the money, the truth is that if it were not for 

the influence of the Church acting as salt, this world 

would be one big Sodom and Gomorrah! The spiritual 

forces of darkness that show themselves in things like 

abortion, homosexuality, confusion of “gender identi-

ty,” the LGBT movement, pornography, sex outside of 

marriage, divorce and social decay would already have 

overcome us were it not for the salt of the earth who 

hope in Christ, and whose prayers ascend day and night 

before the throne of God imploring Him to preserve and 

save this sinful, fallen race. 

Jesus says: “You are the salt of the earth,” but no-

tice, He doesn’t say that’s what you are to be. Instead 

He says that’s what you are. These words of Jesus are 

not a call for you to live an upright, moral life, or to 

show the world how to do it. Rather it’s the call of Je-

sus for His Church and people to simply be who He has 

already made them to be. And who are you as a mem-

ber of that Church? You are a different people – a pecu-

liar people – a people who have been set apart for 

God’s own purposes – who live, move and have their 

being in Jesus Christ and His cross. You have been 
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bought with a price and marked with a sign received in 

Holy Baptism – the sign of the cross both upon your 

forehead and heart which marks you as one who has 

been redeemed by Christ the crucified. You are marked 

by Jesus – and in Him your life finds its meaning! 

You are a new people. And as a new people, the for-

giveness of Christ is at the very heart and center of your 

life – of which the cross is the key. This world, you see, 

the world lives life for the most part under the influence 

of two forces. Either people are striving to please God 

on the basis of their works, or they’ve given up and al-

lowed the corruption of their flesh to have its way. But, 

you are a new people – a people who have been called 

out of the darkness of sin and death to live in the bril-

liant white light of our Savior, Jesus Christ. You are a 

people who bask in the priceless treasure of God’s for-

giveness – a people whom God has given the privilege 

of seeing all of life through the cross and grace of His 

Only Begotten Son. 

Consider the words of this morning’s sermon hymn: 

“What is the world to me, with all its vaunted pleasure? 

When You, and You alone, Lord Jesus, are my Treas-

ure! You only, dearest Lord, my soul’s delight shall be; 

You are my Peace, my Rest. What is the world to me? 

What is the world to me, my Jesus is my Treasure, my 

Life, my Health, my Wealth, my Friend, my Love, my 

Pleasure, My Joy, my Crown, my All, my Bliss eternal-

ly. Once more, then, I declare; what is the world to 

me?” Dear children of God, your life is shaped around 

the life of our Savior, Jesus Christ, the One who came 

in the flesh for your forgiveness. And from that for-

giveness flows the desire and yearning to be God’s man 

or woman in this world. From the grace of God in 

Christ – from the life He graciously gives in Holy Bap-

tism, in the Sacrament of His very own body and blood, 

and most especially from the seed of faith He plants 

through His Word, comes the new creation who desires 

to live out the will of God. 

“You are the salt of the earth.” So says Jesus, “Be 

who you are.” Then you say, “But if the salt loses its 

flavor, how shall it be seasoned?” And isn’t this what 

you fear most – that you aren’t really the salty salt you 

know you ought to be – or that somewhere, somehow, 

you’ve forgotten who and whose you are? And because 

such feelings creep into your mind from time to time, 

might I suggest that by virtue of the fact that you’re 

concerned about such matters you have already shown 

yourself to be the salt of the earth? Consider a story I 

once heard about a woman who sat in her pastor’s study 

weeping and sobbing – convinced she had committed 

the unforgivable sin. She felt it was too late for her – 

that nothing more could be done. Yet the truth is that 

the unforgivable sin is the rejection of the Holy Spirit – 

and the reason it’s unforgivable is because without the 

Holy Spirit faith in Christ becomes impossible – and 

without faith in Christ no one can be saved. So this 

woman had convinced herself that she had rejected the 

Holy Spirit. 

After thinking about her situation for a moment, her 

pastor said to her: “The fact that you have such grave 

concerns is evidence to me that you haven’t yet com-

mitted the unforgivable sin – for those who are dead in 

their sins don’t know it – and even if they were to be 

made aware of it, they wouldn’t care a whit.” It’s for 

that reason, dear Christian, when you fear you’ve for-

gotten who or whose you are, you may still be comfort-

ed in the fact that your fear is nothing more than a sign 

of your saltiness. The key is that you must simply con-

tinue to cling to the Word and promises of God – and to 

Jesus Christ as the Source of your life. And for that you 

are in the right place this morning. For today God has 

once again assured you of His forgiveness, set you free 

from your captivity to sin, and made you strong in your 

weakness through the power of His Word and the body 

and blood of His Son – and for that we can all give 

thanks! 

Getting back for a moment to the most influential 

people of the last few hundred years, I doubt – although 

no one can ever be sure of such things – I doubt that 

any of us will likely ever make it to the top of that list 

for the next few hundred years. But, by the grace of 

God, you and I will mightily impact the world and the 

community in which we now live as we stand ready to 

make a faithful confession concerning the One who 

came to save us. Jesus says: “You are the salt of the 

earth.” You therefore, dear Christians, are a different 

people – a people who have been set apart for God’s 

own purposes – a people who have been called to de-

clare the excellencies of Him who has called you out of 

darkness to live in His marvelous light. Through the 

power of the Holy Spirit working through His Word, 

God will ensure that others are able to see this in your 

life – so that living in His grace and in the shadow of 

His cross, your saltiness – your faithful confession of 

Jesus as the Christ – will cleanse and preserve this 

world and her people to the praise and glory of God, 

and to the honor of His Son! May it always be so for 

His name’s sake. Amen. 
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history judge the mark which the Church has made on 

this world? Will our religious convictions be as sure 
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overcome us were it not for the salt of the earth who 

hope in Christ, and whose prayers ascend day and night 
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bought with a price and marked with a sign received in 
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you fear most – that you aren’t really the salty salt you 

know you ought to be – or that somewhere, somehow, 
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and the reason it’s unforgivable is because without the 
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Holy Spirit. 

After thinking about her situation for a moment, her 

pastor said to her: “The fact that you have such grave 

concerns is evidence to me that you haven’t yet com-

mitted the unforgivable sin – for those who are dead in 

their sins don’t know it – and even if they were to be 

made aware of it, they wouldn’t care a whit.” It’s for 

that reason, dear Christian, when you fear you’ve for-

gotten who or whose you are, you may still be comfort-

ed in the fact that your fear is nothing more than a sign 

of your saltiness. The key is that you must simply con-
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Jesus Christ as the Source of your life. And for that you 

are in the right place this morning. For today God has 

once again assured you of His forgiveness, set you free 

from your captivity to sin, and made you strong in your 

weakness through the power of His Word and the body 

and blood of His Son – and for that we can all give 

thanks! 

Getting back for a moment to the most influential 

people of the last few hundred years, I doubt – although 

no one can ever be sure of such things – I doubt that 

any of us will likely ever make it to the top of that list 

for the next few hundred years. But, by the grace of 

God, you and I will mightily impact the world and the 

community in which we now live as we stand ready to 

make a faithful confession concerning the One who 

came to save us. Jesus says: “You are the salt of the 

earth.” You therefore, dear Christians, are a different 

people – a people who have been set apart for God’s 

own purposes – a people who have been called to de-

clare the excellencies of Him who has called you out of 

darkness to live in His marvelous light. Through the 

power of the Holy Spirit working through His Word, 

God will ensure that others are able to see this in your 

life – so that living in His grace and in the shadow of 

His cross, your saltiness – your faithful confession of 

Jesus as the Christ – will cleanse and preserve this 

world and her people to the praise and glory of God, 

and to the honor of His Son! May it always be so for 

His name’s sake. Amen. 
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tism, in the Sacrament of His very own body and blood, 

and most especially from the seed of faith He plants 

through His Word, comes the new creation who desires 

to live out the will of God. 

“You are the salt of the earth.” So says Jesus, “Be 

who you are.” Then you say, “But if the salt loses its 

flavor, how shall it be seasoned?” And isn’t this what 

you fear most – that you aren’t really the salty salt you 

know you ought to be – or that somewhere, somehow, 

you’ve forgotten who and whose you are? And because 

such feelings creep into your mind from time to time, 

might I suggest that by virtue of the fact that you’re 

concerned about such matters you have already shown 

yourself to be the salt of the earth? Consider a story I 

once heard about a woman who sat in her pastor’s study 

weeping and sobbing – convinced she had committed 

the unforgivable sin. She felt it was too late for her – 

that nothing more could be done. Yet the truth is that 

the unforgivable sin is the rejection of the Holy Spirit – 

and the reason it’s unforgivable is because without the 

Holy Spirit faith in Christ becomes impossible – and 

without faith in Christ no one can be saved. So this 

woman had convinced herself that she had rejected the 
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After thinking about her situation for a moment, her 
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Jesus Christ as the Source of your life. And for that you 

are in the right place this morning. For today God has 

once again assured you of His forgiveness, set you free 

from your captivity to sin, and made you strong in your 

weakness through the power of His Word and the body 

and blood of His Son – and for that we can all give 

thanks! 

Getting back for a moment to the most influential 

people of the last few hundred years, I doubt – although 

no one can ever be sure of such things – I doubt that 

any of us will likely ever make it to the top of that list 

for the next few hundred years. But, by the grace of 

God, you and I will mightily impact the world and the 

community in which we now live as we stand ready to 

make a faithful confession concerning the One who 

came to save us. Jesus says: “You are the salt of the 

earth.” You therefore, dear Christians, are a different 

people – a people who have been set apart for God’s 

own purposes – a people who have been called to de-

clare the excellencies of Him who has called you out of 

darkness to live in His marvelous light. Through the 

power of the Holy Spirit working through His Word, 

God will ensure that others are able to see this in your 

life – so that living in His grace and in the shadow of 

His cross, your saltiness – your faithful confession of 

Jesus as the Christ – will cleanse and preserve this 

world and her people to the praise and glory of God, 

and to the honor of His Son! May it always be so for 

His name’s sake. Amen. 
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In the name of the Father, and of † the Son, and of 

the Holy Spirit. Amen. Just out of curiosity I recently 

did a search online for which names would come up on 

a list of the most influential people of the past few cen-

turies. As I was browsing through that list I saw some 

pretty well-known names. Johann Gutenberg, for ex-

ample, was listed in the number one slot. I suppose 

that’s a reasonable assessment. After all, Gutenberg 

invented movable type and the printing press. And I 

think you’d have to agree that the printing press has had 

a profound impact on virtually every person and aspect 

of life for the past 500 years. Even from a Christian 

point of view, I think it’s safe to say that the printing 

press was most certainly used by God as an instrument 

to bring about the spread of the Lutheran Reformation. 

As my eye moved further down the list I noticed that 

the number two name was that of Sir Isaac Newton, 

who discovered gravity. A little further down was 

Christopher Columbus, the famous world explorer. But 

the name that really stood out for me as a Lutheran was 

the third name on that list, a name that ought to be near 

and dear to all of us as Lutherans: that great reformer of 

the Church, Dr. Martin Luther. Is it not incredible that a 

man with such Biblical convictions would find himself 

so close to the top of a list such as this for doing noth-

ing more than holding before the world that Name 

which is above all other names? 

As I considered some of the other persons who made 

it into the top 100, a few names stood out from all the 

rest – people who had impacted our world in some very 

positive ways. But this list didn’t just include those who 

had affected our world in a positive way. There were 

also a number of people who had made a great impact 

by serving the cause of evil. For instance, in the number 

four slot was Charles Darwin, the man who’s almost 

entirely responsible for the fact that in public schools – 

and even in some parochial schools – our children have 

had to endure evolutionary theory as though it were an 

undisputed, undeniable scientific fact. Number seven 

was Karl Marx, the father of the godless political ma-

chine called Communism and Socialism, which is still a 

threat to freedom-loving people everywhere. And num-

ber sixteen – perhaps the most chilling name for us as 

Americans – was Adolph Hitler, who singlehandedly 

started the Second World War. 

In this morning’s Gospel, Jesus speaks to His disci-

ples and says to them: “You are the salt of the earth.” 

These are the words I want you to focus on this morn-

ing. I want you to think about the impact we as a 

Church – and as Christian people – have had, and may 

still be having, on our world and community. How will 

history judge the mark which the Church has made on 

this world? Will our religious convictions be as sure 

and certain as those of our sainted father in the faith, 

Martin Luther, or will future generations feel we gave 

in too easily to the whims and tides of this age? Have 

we dared to be different from the rest of the world by 

standing steadfastly on the firm ground of God’s Word 

– or have we so desired to be like everyone else that we 

allowed the shifting sand of this age’s values to sift be-

tween our fingers? 

“You are the salt of the earth,” says Jesus. But what 

does that mean? It means that God designed His 

Church to be a preserving agent in this world. To be 

sure, that’s what salt does. In his book, “Slouching To-

wards Gomorrah,” Supreme Court Justice Candidate 

Robert Bork appropriately writes about the well-known 

moral decline of our society. And while Bork’s analysis 

is right on the money, the truth is that if it were not for 

the influence of the Church acting as salt, this world 

would be one big Sodom and Gomorrah! The spiritual 

forces of darkness that show themselves in things like 

abortion, homosexuality, confusion of “gender identi-

ty,” the LGBT movement, pornography, sex outside of 

marriage, divorce and social decay would already have 

overcome us were it not for the salt of the earth who 

hope in Christ, and whose prayers ascend day and night 

before the throne of God imploring Him to preserve and 

save this sinful, fallen race. 

Jesus says: “You are the salt of the earth,” but no-

tice, He doesn’t say that’s what you are to be. Instead 

He says that’s what you are. These words of Jesus are 

not a call for you to live an upright, moral life, or to 

show the world how to do it. Rather it’s the call of Je-

sus for His Church and people to simply be who He has 

already made them to be. And who are you as a mem-

ber of that Church? You are a different people – a pecu-

liar people – a people who have been set apart for 

God’s own purposes – who live, move and have their 

being in Jesus Christ and His cross. You have been 
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bought with a price and marked with a sign received in 

Holy Baptism – the sign of the cross both upon your 

forehead and heart which marks you as one who has 

been redeemed by Christ the crucified. You are marked 

by Jesus – and in Him your life finds its meaning! 

You are a new people. And as a new people, the for-

giveness of Christ is at the very heart and center of your 

life – of which the cross is the key. This world, you see, 

the world lives life for the most part under the influence 

of two forces. Either people are striving to please God 

on the basis of their works, or they’ve given up and al-

lowed the corruption of their flesh to have its way. But, 

you are a new people – a people who have been called 

out of the darkness of sin and death to live in the bril-

liant white light of our Savior, Jesus Christ. You are a 

people who bask in the priceless treasure of God’s for-

giveness – a people whom God has given the privilege 

of seeing all of life through the cross and grace of His 

Only Begotten Son. 

Consider the words of this morning’s sermon hymn: 

“What is the world to me, with all its vaunted pleasure? 

When You, and You alone, Lord Jesus, are my Treas-

ure! You only, dearest Lord, my soul’s delight shall be; 

You are my Peace, my Rest. What is the world to me? 

What is the world to me, my Jesus is my Treasure, my 

Life, my Health, my Wealth, my Friend, my Love, my 

Pleasure, My Joy, my Crown, my All, my Bliss eternal-

ly. Once more, then, I declare; what is the world to 

me?” Dear children of God, your life is shaped around 

the life of our Savior, Jesus Christ, the One who came 

in the flesh for your forgiveness. And from that for-

giveness flows the desire and yearning to be God’s man 

or woman in this world. From the grace of God in 

Christ – from the life He graciously gives in Holy Bap-

tism, in the Sacrament of His very own body and blood, 

and most especially from the seed of faith He plants 

through His Word, comes the new creation who desires 

to live out the will of God. 

“You are the salt of the earth.” So says Jesus, “Be 

who you are.” Then you say, “But if the salt loses its 

flavor, how shall it be seasoned?” And isn’t this what 

you fear most – that you aren’t really the salty salt you 

know you ought to be – or that somewhere, somehow, 

you’ve forgotten who and whose you are? And because 

such feelings creep into your mind from time to time, 

might I suggest that by virtue of the fact that you’re 

concerned about such matters you have already shown 

yourself to be the salt of the earth? Consider a story I 

once heard about a woman who sat in her pastor’s study 

weeping and sobbing – convinced she had committed 

the unforgivable sin. She felt it was too late for her – 

that nothing more could be done. Yet the truth is that 

the unforgivable sin is the rejection of the Holy Spirit – 

and the reason it’s unforgivable is because without the 

Holy Spirit faith in Christ becomes impossible – and 

without faith in Christ no one can be saved. So this 

woman had convinced herself that she had rejected the 

Holy Spirit. 

After thinking about her situation for a moment, her 

pastor said to her: “The fact that you have such grave 

concerns is evidence to me that you haven’t yet com-

mitted the unforgivable sin – for those who are dead in 

their sins don’t know it – and even if they were to be 

made aware of it, they wouldn’t care a whit.” It’s for 

that reason, dear Christian, when you fear you’ve for-

gotten who or whose you are, you may still be comfort-

ed in the fact that your fear is nothing more than a sign 

of your saltiness. The key is that you must simply con-

tinue to cling to the Word and promises of God – and to 

Jesus Christ as the Source of your life. And for that you 

are in the right place this morning. For today God has 

once again assured you of His forgiveness, set you free 

from your captivity to sin, and made you strong in your 

weakness through the power of His Word and the body 

and blood of His Son – and for that we can all give 

thanks! 

Getting back for a moment to the most influential 

people of the last few hundred years, I doubt – although 

no one can ever be sure of such things – I doubt that 

any of us will likely ever make it to the top of that list 

for the next few hundred years. But, by the grace of 

God, you and I will mightily impact the world and the 

community in which we now live as we stand ready to 

make a faithful confession concerning the One who 

came to save us. Jesus says: “You are the salt of the 

earth.” You therefore, dear Christians, are a different 

people – a people who have been set apart for God’s 

own purposes – a people who have been called to de-

clare the excellencies of Him who has called you out of 

darkness to live in His marvelous light. Through the 

power of the Holy Spirit working through His Word, 

God will ensure that others are able to see this in your 

life – so that living in His grace and in the shadow of 

His cross, your saltiness – your faithful confession of 

Jesus as the Christ – will cleanse and preserve this 

world and her people to the praise and glory of God, 

and to the honor of His Son! May it always be so for 

His name’s sake. Amen. 
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yourself to be the salt of the earth? Consider a story I 

once heard about a woman who sat in her pastor’s study 

weeping and sobbing – convinced she had committed 

the unforgivable sin. She felt it was too late for her – 

that nothing more could be done. Yet the truth is that 

the unforgivable sin is the rejection of the Holy Spirit – 

and the reason it’s unforgivable is because without the 

Holy Spirit faith in Christ becomes impossible – and 

without faith in Christ no one can be saved. So this 

woman had convinced herself that she had rejected the 

Holy Spirit. 

After thinking about her situation for a moment, her 

pastor said to her: “The fact that you have such grave 

concerns is evidence to me that you haven’t yet com-

mitted the unforgivable sin – for those who are dead in 

their sins don’t know it – and even if they were to be 

made aware of it, they wouldn’t care a whit.” It’s for 

that reason, dear Christian, when you fear you’ve for-

gotten who or whose you are, you may still be comfort-

ed in the fact that your fear is nothing more than a sign 

of your saltiness. The key is that you must simply con-

tinue to cling to the Word and promises of God – and to 

Jesus Christ as the Source of your life. And for that you 

are in the right place this morning. For today God has 

once again assured you of His forgiveness, set you free 

from your captivity to sin, and made you strong in your 

weakness through the power of His Word and the body 

and blood of His Son – and for that we can all give 

thanks! 

Getting back for a moment to the most influential 

people of the last few hundred years, I doubt – although 

no one can ever be sure of such things – I doubt that 

any of us will likely ever make it to the top of that list 

for the next few hundred years. But, by the grace of 

God, you and I will mightily impact the world and the 

community in which we now live as we stand ready to 

make a faithful confession concerning the One who 

came to save us. Jesus says: “You are the salt of the 

earth.” You therefore, dear Christians, are a different 

people – a people who have been set apart for God’s 

own purposes – a people who have been called to de-

clare the excellencies of Him who has called you out of 

darkness to live in His marvelous light. Through the 

power of the Holy Spirit working through His Word, 

God will ensure that others are able to see this in your 

life – so that living in His grace and in the shadow of 

His cross, your saltiness – your faithful confession of 

Jesus as the Christ – will cleanse and preserve this 

world and her people to the praise and glory of God, 

and to the honor of His Son! May it always be so for 

His name’s sake. Amen. 
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In the name of the Father, and of † the Son, and of 

the Holy Spirit. Amen. Just out of curiosity I recently 

did a search online for which names would come up on 

a list of the most influential people of the past few cen-

turies. As I was browsing through that list I saw some 

pretty well-known names. Johann Gutenberg, for ex-

ample, was listed in the number one slot. I suppose 

that’s a reasonable assessment. After all, Gutenberg 

invented movable type and the printing press. And I 

think you’d have to agree that the printing press has had 

a profound impact on virtually every person and aspect 

of life for the past 500 years. Even from a Christian 

point of view, I think it’s safe to say that the printing 

press was most certainly used by God as an instrument 

to bring about the spread of the Lutheran Reformation. 

As my eye moved further down the list I noticed that 

the number two name was that of Sir Isaac Newton, 

who discovered gravity. A little further down was 

Christopher Columbus, the famous world explorer. But 

the name that really stood out for me as a Lutheran was 

the third name on that list, a name that ought to be near 

and dear to all of us as Lutherans: that great reformer of 

the Church, Dr. Martin Luther. Is it not incredible that a 

man with such Biblical convictions would find himself 

so close to the top of a list such as this for doing noth-

ing more than holding before the world that Name 

which is above all other names? 

As I considered some of the other persons who made 

it into the top 100, a few names stood out from all the 

rest – people who had impacted our world in some very 

positive ways. But this list didn’t just include those who 

had affected our world in a positive way. There were 

also a number of people who had made a great impact 

by serving the cause of evil. For instance, in the number 

four slot was Charles Darwin, the man who’s almost 

entirely responsible for the fact that in public schools – 

and even in some parochial schools – our children have 

had to endure evolutionary theory as though it were an 

undisputed, undeniable scientific fact. Number seven 

was Karl Marx, the father of the godless political ma-

chine called Communism and Socialism, which is still a 

threat to freedom-loving people everywhere. And num-

ber sixteen – perhaps the most chilling name for us as 

Americans – was Adolph Hitler, who singlehandedly 

started the Second World War. 

In this morning’s Gospel, Jesus speaks to His disci-

ples and says to them: “You are the salt of the earth.” 

These are the words I want you to focus on this morn-

ing. I want you to think about the impact we as a 

Church – and as Christian people – have had, and may 

still be having, on our world and community. How will 

history judge the mark which the Church has made on 

this world? Will our religious convictions be as sure 

and certain as those of our sainted father in the faith, 

Martin Luther, or will future generations feel we gave 

in too easily to the whims and tides of this age? Have 

we dared to be different from the rest of the world by 

standing steadfastly on the firm ground of God’s Word 

– or have we so desired to be like everyone else that we 

allowed the shifting sand of this age’s values to sift be-

tween our fingers? 

“You are the salt of the earth,” says Jesus. But what 

does that mean? It means that God designed His 

Church to be a preserving agent in this world. To be 

sure, that’s what salt does. In his book, “Slouching To-

wards Gomorrah,” Supreme Court Justice Candidate 

Robert Bork appropriately writes about the well-known 

moral decline of our society. And while Bork’s analysis 

is right on the money, the truth is that if it were not for 

the influence of the Church acting as salt, this world 

would be one big Sodom and Gomorrah! The spiritual 

forces of darkness that show themselves in things like 

abortion, homosexuality, confusion of “gender identi-

ty,” the LGBT movement, pornography, sex outside of 

marriage, divorce and social decay would already have 

overcome us were it not for the salt of the earth who 

hope in Christ, and whose prayers ascend day and night 

before the throne of God imploring Him to preserve and 

save this sinful, fallen race. 

Jesus says: “You are the salt of the earth,” but no-

tice, He doesn’t say that’s what you are to be. Instead 

He says that’s what you are. These words of Jesus are 

not a call for you to live an upright, moral life, or to 

show the world how to do it. Rather it’s the call of Je-

sus for His Church and people to simply be who He has 

already made them to be. And who are you as a mem-

ber of that Church? You are a different people – a pecu-

liar people – a people who have been set apart for 

God’s own purposes – who live, move and have their 

being in Jesus Christ and His cross. You have been 
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bought with a price and marked with a sign received in 

Holy Baptism – the sign of the cross both upon your 

forehead and heart which marks you as one who has 

been redeemed by Christ the crucified. You are marked 

by Jesus – and in Him your life finds its meaning! 

You are a new people. And as a new people, the for-

giveness of Christ is at the very heart and center of your 

life – of which the cross is the key. This world, you see, 

the world lives life for the most part under the influence 

of two forces. Either people are striving to please God 

on the basis of their works, or they’ve given up and al-

lowed the corruption of their flesh to have its way. But, 

you are a new people – a people who have been called 

out of the darkness of sin and death to live in the bril-

liant white light of our Savior, Jesus Christ. You are a 

people who bask in the priceless treasure of God’s for-

giveness – a people whom God has given the privilege 

of seeing all of life through the cross and grace of His 

Only Begotten Son. 

Consider the words of this morning’s sermon hymn: 

“What is the world to me, with all its vaunted pleasure? 

When You, and You alone, Lord Jesus, are my Treas-

ure! You only, dearest Lord, my soul’s delight shall be; 

You are my Peace, my Rest. What is the world to me? 

What is the world to me, my Jesus is my Treasure, my 

Life, my Health, my Wealth, my Friend, my Love, my 

Pleasure, My Joy, my Crown, my All, my Bliss eternal-

ly. Once more, then, I declare; what is the world to 

me?” Dear children of God, your life is shaped around 

the life of our Savior, Jesus Christ, the One who came 

in the flesh for your forgiveness. And from that for-

giveness flows the desire and yearning to be God’s man 

or woman in this world. From the grace of God in 

Christ – from the life He graciously gives in Holy Bap-

tism, in the Sacrament of His very own body and blood, 

and most especially from the seed of faith He plants 

through His Word, comes the new creation who desires 

to live out the will of God. 

“You are the salt of the earth.” So says Jesus, “Be 

who you are.” Then you say, “But if the salt loses its 

flavor, how shall it be seasoned?” And isn’t this what 

you fear most – that you aren’t really the salty salt you 

know you ought to be – or that somewhere, somehow, 
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pastor said to her: “The fact that you have such grave 

concerns is evidence to me that you haven’t yet com-

mitted the unforgivable sin – for those who are dead in 

their sins don’t know it – and even if they were to be 

made aware of it, they wouldn’t care a whit.” It’s for 

that reason, dear Christian, when you fear you’ve for-

gotten who or whose you are, you may still be comfort-

ed in the fact that your fear is nothing more than a sign 

of your saltiness. The key is that you must simply con-

tinue to cling to the Word and promises of God – and to 

Jesus Christ as the Source of your life. And for that you 

are in the right place this morning. For today God has 

once again assured you of His forgiveness, set you free 

from your captivity to sin, and made you strong in your 

weakness through the power of His Word and the body 

and blood of His Son – and for that we can all give 

thanks! 

Getting back for a moment to the most influential 

people of the last few hundred years, I doubt – although 

no one can ever be sure of such things – I doubt that 

any of us will likely ever make it to the top of that list 

for the next few hundred years. But, by the grace of 

God, you and I will mightily impact the world and the 

community in which we now live as we stand ready to 

make a faithful confession concerning the One who 

came to save us. Jesus says: “You are the salt of the 

earth.” You therefore, dear Christians, are a different 

people – a people who have been set apart for God’s 

own purposes – a people who have been called to de-

clare the excellencies of Him who has called you out of 

darkness to live in His marvelous light. Through the 

power of the Holy Spirit working through His Word, 

God will ensure that others are able to see this in your 

life – so that living in His grace and in the shadow of 

His cross, your saltiness – your faithful confession of 

Jesus as the Christ – will cleanse and preserve this 

world and her people to the praise and glory of God, 

and to the honor of His Son! May it always be so for 

His name’s sake. Amen. 
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What is the world to me, my Jesus is my Treasure, my 

Life, my Health, my Wealth, my Friend, my Love, my 

Pleasure, My Joy, my Crown, my All, my Bliss eternal-

ly. Once more, then, I declare; what is the world to 

me?” Dear children of God, your life is shaped around 

the life of our Savior, Jesus Christ, the One who came 

in the flesh for your forgiveness. And from that for-

giveness flows the desire and yearning to be God’s man 

or woman in this world. From the grace of God in 

Christ – from the life He graciously gives in Holy Bap-

tism, in the Sacrament of His very own body and blood, 

and most especially from the seed of faith He plants 

through His Word, comes the new creation who desires 

to live out the will of God. 

“You are the salt of the earth.” So says Jesus, “Be 

who you are.” Then you say, “But if the salt loses its 

flavor, how shall it be seasoned?” And isn’t this what 

you fear most – that you aren’t really the salty salt you 

know you ought to be – or that somewhere, somehow, 

you’ve forgotten who and whose you are? And because 

such feelings creep into your mind from time to time, 

might I suggest that by virtue of the fact that you’re 

concerned about such matters you have already shown 

yourself to be the salt of the earth? Consider a story I 

once heard about a woman who sat in her pastor’s study 

weeping and sobbing – convinced she had committed 

the unforgivable sin. She felt it was too late for her – 

that nothing more could be done. Yet the truth is that 

the unforgivable sin is the rejection of the Holy Spirit – 

and the reason it’s unforgivable is because without the 

Holy Spirit faith in Christ becomes impossible – and 

without faith in Christ no one can be saved. So this 

woman had convinced herself that she had rejected the 

Holy Spirit. 

After thinking about her situation for a moment, her 

pastor said to her: “The fact that you have such grave 

concerns is evidence to me that you haven’t yet com-

mitted the unforgivable sin – for those who are dead in 

their sins don’t know it – and even if they were to be 

made aware of it, they wouldn’t care a whit.” It’s for 

that reason, dear Christian, when you fear you’ve for-

gotten who or whose you are, you may still be comfort-

ed in the fact that your fear is nothing more than a sign 

of your saltiness. The key is that you must simply con-

tinue to cling to the Word and promises of God – and to 

Jesus Christ as the Source of your life. And for that you 

are in the right place this morning. For today God has 

once again assured you of His forgiveness, set you free 

from your captivity to sin, and made you strong in your 

weakness through the power of His Word and the body 

and blood of His Son – and for that we can all give 

thanks! 

Getting back for a moment to the most influential 

people of the last few hundred years, I doubt – although 

no one can ever be sure of such things – I doubt that 

any of us will likely ever make it to the top of that list 

for the next few hundred years. But, by the grace of 

God, you and I will mightily impact the world and the 

community in which we now live as we stand ready to 

make a faithful confession concerning the One who 

came to save us. Jesus says: “You are the salt of the 

earth.” You therefore, dear Christians, are a different 

people – a people who have been set apart for God’s 

own purposes – a people who have been called to de-

clare the excellencies of Him who has called you out of 

darkness to live in His marvelous light. Through the 

power of the Holy Spirit working through His Word, 

God will ensure that others are able to see this in your 

life – so that living in His grace and in the shadow of 

His cross, your saltiness – your faithful confession of 

Jesus as the Christ – will cleanse and preserve this 

world and her people to the praise and glory of God, 

and to the honor of His Son! May it always be so for 

His name’s sake. Amen. 
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In the name of the Father, and of † the Son, and of 

the Holy Spirit. Amen. Just out of curiosity I recently 

did a search online for which names would come up on 

a list of the most influential people of the past few cen-

turies. As I was browsing through that list I saw some 

pretty well-known names. Johann Gutenberg, for ex-

ample, was listed in the number one slot. I suppose 

that’s a reasonable assessment. After all, Gutenberg 

invented movable type and the printing press. And I 

think you’d have to agree that the printing press has had 

a profound impact on virtually every person and aspect 

of life for the past 500 years. Even from a Christian 

point of view, I think it’s safe to say that the printing 

press was most certainly used by God as an instrument 

to bring about the spread of the Lutheran Reformation. 

As my eye moved further down the list I noticed that 

the number two name was that of Sir Isaac Newton, 

who discovered gravity. A little further down was 

Christopher Columbus, the famous world explorer. But 

the name that really stood out for me as a Lutheran was 

the third name on that list, a name that ought to be near 

and dear to all of us as Lutherans: that great reformer of 

the Church, Dr. Martin Luther. Is it not incredible that a 

man with such Biblical convictions would find himself 

so close to the top of a list such as this for doing noth-

ing more than holding before the world that Name 

which is above all other names? 

As I considered some of the other persons who made 

it into the top 100, a few names stood out from all the 

rest – people who had impacted our world in some very 

positive ways. But this list didn’t just include those who 

had affected our world in a positive way. There were 

also a number of people who had made a great impact 

by serving the cause of evil. For instance, in the number 

four slot was Charles Darwin, the man who’s almost 

entirely responsible for the fact that in public schools – 

and even in some parochial schools – our children have 

had to endure evolutionary theory as though it were an 

undisputed, undeniable scientific fact. Number seven 

was Karl Marx, the father of the godless political ma-

chine called Communism and Socialism, which is still a 

threat to freedom-loving people everywhere. And num-

ber sixteen – perhaps the most chilling name for us as 

Americans – was Adolph Hitler, who singlehandedly 

started the Second World War. 

In this morning’s Gospel, Jesus speaks to His disci-

ples and says to them: “You are the salt of the earth.” 

These are the words I want you to focus on this morn-

ing. I want you to think about the impact we as a 

Church – and as Christian people – have had, and may 

still be having, on our world and community. How will 

history judge the mark which the Church has made on 

this world? Will our religious convictions be as sure 

and certain as those of our sainted father in the faith, 

Martin Luther, or will future generations feel we gave 

in too easily to the whims and tides of this age? Have 

we dared to be different from the rest of the world by 

standing steadfastly on the firm ground of God’s Word 

– or have we so desired to be like everyone else that we 

allowed the shifting sand of this age’s values to sift be-

tween our fingers? 

“You are the salt of the earth,” says Jesus. But what 

does that mean? It means that God designed His 

Church to be a preserving agent in this world. To be 

sure, that’s what salt does. In his book, “Slouching To-

wards Gomorrah,” Supreme Court Justice Candidate 

Robert Bork appropriately writes about the well-known 

moral decline of our society. And while Bork’s analysis 

is right on the money, the truth is that if it were not for 

the influence of the Church acting as salt, this world 

would be one big Sodom and Gomorrah! The spiritual 

forces of darkness that show themselves in things like 

abortion, homosexuality, confusion of “gender identi-

ty,” the LGBT movement, pornography, sex outside of 

marriage, divorce and social decay would already have 

overcome us were it not for the salt of the earth who 

hope in Christ, and whose prayers ascend day and night 

before the throne of God imploring Him to preserve and 

save this sinful, fallen race. 

Jesus says: “You are the salt of the earth,” but no-

tice, He doesn’t say that’s what you are to be. Instead 

He says that’s what you are. These words of Jesus are 

not a call for you to live an upright, moral life, or to 

show the world how to do it. Rather it’s the call of Je-

sus for His Church and people to simply be who He has 

already made them to be. And who are you as a mem-

ber of that Church? You are a different people – a pecu-

liar people – a people who have been set apart for 

God’s own purposes – who live, move and have their 

being in Jesus Christ and His cross. You have been 
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bought with a price and marked with a sign received in 

Holy Baptism – the sign of the cross both upon your 

forehead and heart which marks you as one who has 

been redeemed by Christ the crucified. You are marked 

by Jesus – and in Him your life finds its meaning! 

You are a new people. And as a new people, the for-

giveness of Christ is at the very heart and center of your 

life – of which the cross is the key. This world, you see, 

the world lives life for the most part under the influence 

of two forces. Either people are striving to please God 

on the basis of their works, or they’ve given up and al-

lowed the corruption of their flesh to have its way. But, 

you are a new people – a people who have been called 

out of the darkness of sin and death to live in the bril-

liant white light of our Savior, Jesus Christ. You are a 

people who bask in the priceless treasure of God’s for-

giveness – a people whom God has given the privilege 

of seeing all of life through the cross and grace of His 

Only Begotten Son. 

Consider the words of this morning’s sermon hymn: 

“What is the world to me, with all its vaunted pleasure? 
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know you ought to be – or that somewhere, somehow, 

you’ve forgotten who and whose you are? And because 

such feelings creep into your mind from time to time, 

might I suggest that by virtue of the fact that you’re 

concerned about such matters you have already shown 

yourself to be the salt of the earth? Consider a story I 

once heard about a woman who sat in her pastor’s study 

weeping and sobbing – convinced she had committed 

the unforgivable sin. She felt it was too late for her – 

that nothing more could be done. Yet the truth is that 

the unforgivable sin is the rejection of the Holy Spirit – 

and the reason it’s unforgivable is because without the 

Holy Spirit faith in Christ becomes impossible – and 

without faith in Christ no one can be saved. So this 

woman had convinced herself that she had rejected the 

Holy Spirit. 

After thinking about her situation for a moment, her 

pastor said to her: “The fact that you have such grave 

concerns is evidence to me that you haven’t yet com-

mitted the unforgivable sin – for those who are dead in 

their sins don’t know it – and even if they were to be 

made aware of it, they wouldn’t care a whit.” It’s for 

that reason, dear Christian, when you fear you’ve for-

gotten who or whose you are, you may still be comfort-

ed in the fact that your fear is nothing more than a sign 

of your saltiness. The key is that you must simply con-

tinue to cling to the Word and promises of God – and to 

Jesus Christ as the Source of your life. And for that you 

are in the right place this morning. For today God has 

once again assured you of His forgiveness, set you free 

from your captivity to sin, and made you strong in your 

weakness through the power of His Word and the body 

and blood of His Son – and for that we can all give 

thanks! 

Getting back for a moment to the most influential 

people of the last few hundred years, I doubt – although 

no one can ever be sure of such things – I doubt that 

any of us will likely ever make it to the top of that list 

for the next few hundred years. But, by the grace of 

God, you and I will mightily impact the world and the 

community in which we now live as we stand ready to 

make a faithful confession concerning the One who 

came to save us. Jesus says: “You are the salt of the 

earth.” You therefore, dear Christians, are a different 

people – a people who have been set apart for God’s 

own purposes – a people who have been called to de-

clare the excellencies of Him who has called you out of 

darkness to live in His marvelous light. Through the 

power of the Holy Spirit working through His Word, 

God will ensure that others are able to see this in your 

life – so that living in His grace and in the shadow of 

His cross, your saltiness – your faithful confession of 

Jesus as the Christ – will cleanse and preserve this 

world and her people to the praise and glory of God, 

and to the honor of His Son! May it always be so for 

His name’s sake. Amen. 
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been redeemed by Christ the crucified. You are marked 

by Jesus – and in Him your life finds its meaning! 

You are a new people. And as a new people, the for-

giveness of Christ is at the very heart and center of your 

life – of which the cross is the key. This world, you see, 

the world lives life for the most part under the influence 

of two forces. Either people are striving to please God 

on the basis of their works, or they’ve given up and al-

lowed the corruption of their flesh to have its way. But, 

you are a new people – a people who have been called 

out of the darkness of sin and death to live in the bril-

liant white light of our Savior, Jesus Christ. You are a 

people who bask in the priceless treasure of God’s for-

giveness – a people whom God has given the privilege 

of seeing all of life through the cross and grace of His 

Only Begotten Son. 

Consider the words of this morning’s sermon hymn: 

“What is the world to me, with all its vaunted pleasure? 

When You, and You alone, Lord Jesus, are my Treas-

ure! You only, dearest Lord, my soul’s delight shall be; 

You are my Peace, my Rest. What is the world to me? 

What is the world to me, my Jesus is my Treasure, my 

Life, my Health, my Wealth, my Friend, my Love, my 

Pleasure, My Joy, my Crown, my All, my Bliss eternal-

ly. Once more, then, I declare; what is the world to 

me?” Dear children of God, your life is shaped around 

the life of our Savior, Jesus Christ, the One who came 

in the flesh for your forgiveness. And from that for-

giveness flows the desire and yearning to be God’s man 

or woman in this world. From the grace of God in 

Christ – from the life He graciously gives in Holy Bap-

tism, in the Sacrament of His very own body and blood, 

and most especially from the seed of faith He plants 

through His Word, comes the new creation who desires 

to live out the will of God. 

“You are the salt of the earth.” So says Jesus, “Be 

who you are.” Then you say, “But if the salt loses its 

flavor, how shall it be seasoned?” And isn’t this what 

you fear most – that you aren’t really the salty salt you 

know you ought to be – or that somewhere, somehow, 

you’ve forgotten who and whose you are? And because 

such feelings creep into your mind from time to time, 

might I suggest that by virtue of the fact that you’re 

concerned about such matters you have already shown 

yourself to be the salt of the earth? Consider a story I 

once heard about a woman who sat in her pastor’s study 

weeping and sobbing – convinced she had committed 

the unforgivable sin. She felt it was too late for her – 

that nothing more could be done. Yet the truth is that 

the unforgivable sin is the rejection of the Holy Spirit – 

and the reason it’s unforgivable is because without the 

Holy Spirit faith in Christ becomes impossible – and 

without faith in Christ no one can be saved. So this 

woman had convinced herself that she had rejected the 

Holy Spirit. 

After thinking about her situation for a moment, her 

pastor said to her: “The fact that you have such grave 

concerns is evidence to me that you haven’t yet com-

mitted the unforgivable sin – for those who are dead in 

their sins don’t know it – and even if they were to be 

made aware of it, they wouldn’t care a whit.” It’s for 

that reason, dear Christian, when you fear you’ve for-

gotten who or whose you are, you may still be comfort-

ed in the fact that your fear is nothing more than a sign 

of your saltiness. The key is that you must simply con-

tinue to cling to the Word and promises of God – and to 

Jesus Christ as the Source of your life. And for that you 

are in the right place this morning. For today God has 

once again assured you of His forgiveness, set you free 

from your captivity to sin, and made you strong in your 

weakness through the power of His Word and the body 

and blood of His Son – and for that we can all give 

thanks! 

Getting back for a moment to the most influential 

people of the last few hundred years, I doubt – although 

no one can ever be sure of such things – I doubt that 

any of us will likely ever make it to the top of that list 

for the next few hundred years. But, by the grace of 

God, you and I will mightily impact the world and the 

community in which we now live as we stand ready to 

make a faithful confession concerning the One who 

came to save us. Jesus says: “You are the salt of the 

earth.” You therefore, dear Christians, are a different 

people – a people who have been set apart for God’s 

own purposes – a people who have been called to de-

clare the excellencies of Him who has called you out of 

darkness to live in His marvelous light. Through the 

power of the Holy Spirit working through His Word, 

God will ensure that others are able to see this in your 

life – so that living in His grace and in the shadow of 

His cross, your saltiness – your faithful confession of 

Jesus as the Christ – will cleanse and preserve this 

world and her people to the praise and glory of God, 

and to the honor of His Son! May it always be so for 

His name’s sake. Amen. 
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In the name of the Father, and of † the Son, and of 

the Holy Spirit. Amen. Just out of curiosity I recently 

did a search online for which names would come up on 

a list of the most influential people of the past few cen-

turies. As I was browsing through that list I saw some 

pretty well-known names. Johann Gutenberg, for ex-

ample, was listed in the number one slot. I suppose 

that’s a reasonable assessment. After all, Gutenberg 

invented movable type and the printing press. And I 

think you’d have to agree that the printing press has had 

a profound impact on virtually every person and aspect 

of life for the past 500 years. Even from a Christian 

point of view, I think it’s safe to say that the printing 

press was most certainly used by God as an instrument 

to bring about the spread of the Lutheran Reformation. 

As my eye moved further down the list I noticed that 

the number two name was that of Sir Isaac Newton, 

who discovered gravity. A little further down was 

Christopher Columbus, the famous world explorer. But 

the name that really stood out for me as a Lutheran was 

the third name on that list, a name that ought to be near 

and dear to all of us as Lutherans: that great reformer of 

the Church, Dr. Martin Luther. Is it not incredible that a 

man with such Biblical convictions would find himself 

so close to the top of a list such as this for doing noth-

ing more than holding before the world that Name 

which is above all other names? 

As I considered some of the other persons who made 

it into the top 100, a few names stood out from all the 

rest – people who had impacted our world in some very 

positive ways. But this list didn’t just include those who 

had affected our world in a positive way. There were 

also a number of people who had made a great impact 

by serving the cause of evil. For instance, in the number 

four slot was Charles Darwin, the man who’s almost 

entirely responsible for the fact that in public schools – 

and even in some parochial schools – our children have 

had to endure evolutionary theory as though it were an 

undisputed, undeniable scientific fact. Number seven 

was Karl Marx, the father of the godless political ma-

chine called Communism and Socialism, which is still a 

threat to freedom-loving people everywhere. And num-

ber sixteen – perhaps the most chilling name for us as 

Americans – was Adolph Hitler, who singlehandedly 

started the Second World War. 

In this morning’s Gospel, Jesus speaks to His disci-

ples and says to them: “You are the salt of the earth.” 

These are the words I want you to focus on this morn-

ing. I want you to think about the impact we as a 

Church – and as Christian people – have had, and may 

still be having, on our world and community. How will 

history judge the mark which the Church has made on 

this world? Will our religious convictions be as sure 

and certain as those of our sainted father in the faith, 

Martin Luther, or will future generations feel we gave 

in too easily to the whims and tides of this age? Have 

we dared to be different from the rest of the world by 

standing steadfastly on the firm ground of God’s Word 

– or have we so desired to be like everyone else that we 

allowed the shifting sand of this age’s values to sift be-

tween our fingers? 

“You are the salt of the earth,” says Jesus. But what 

does that mean? It means that God designed His 

Church to be a preserving agent in this world. To be 

sure, that’s what salt does. In his book, “Slouching To-

wards Gomorrah,” Supreme Court Justice Candidate 

Robert Bork appropriately writes about the well-known 

moral decline of our society. And while Bork’s analysis 

is right on the money, the truth is that if it were not for 

the influence of the Church acting as salt, this world 

would be one big Sodom and Gomorrah! The spiritual 

forces of darkness that show themselves in things like 

abortion, homosexuality, confusion of “gender identi-

ty,” the LGBT movement, pornography, sex outside of 

marriage, divorce and social decay would already have 

overcome us were it not for the salt of the earth who 

hope in Christ, and whose prayers ascend day and night 

before the throne of God imploring Him to preserve and 

save this sinful, fallen race. 

Jesus says: “You are the salt of the earth,” but no-

tice, He doesn’t say that’s what you are to be. Instead 

He says that’s what you are. These words of Jesus are 

not a call for you to live an upright, moral life, or to 

show the world how to do it. Rather it’s the call of Je-

sus for His Church and people to simply be who He has 

already made them to be. And who are you as a mem-

ber of that Church? You are a different people – a pecu-

liar people – a people who have been set apart for 

God’s own purposes – who live, move and have their 

being in Jesus Christ and His cross. You have been 
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bought with a price and marked with a sign received in 

Holy Baptism – the sign of the cross both upon your 

forehead and heart which marks you as one who has 

been redeemed by Christ the crucified. You are marked 

by Jesus – and in Him your life finds its meaning! 

You are a new people. And as a new people, the for-

giveness of Christ is at the very heart and center of your 

life – of which the cross is the key. This world, you see, 

the world lives life for the most part under the influence 

of two forces. Either people are striving to please God 

on the basis of their works, or they’ve given up and al-

lowed the corruption of their flesh to have its way. But, 

you are a new people – a people who have been called 

out of the darkness of sin and death to live in the bril-

liant white light of our Savior, Jesus Christ. You are a 

people who bask in the priceless treasure of God’s for-

giveness – a people whom God has given the privilege 

of seeing all of life through the cross and grace of His 

Only Begotten Son. 

Consider the words of this morning’s sermon hymn: 

“What is the world to me, with all its vaunted pleasure? 
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giveness flows the desire and yearning to be God’s man 

or woman in this world. From the grace of God in 
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tism, in the Sacrament of His very own body and blood, 

and most especially from the seed of faith He plants 

through His Word, comes the new creation who desires 

to live out the will of God. 

“You are the salt of the earth.” So says Jesus, “Be 

who you are.” Then you say, “But if the salt loses its 

flavor, how shall it be seasoned?” And isn’t this what 

you fear most – that you aren’t really the salty salt you 

know you ought to be – or that somewhere, somehow, 

you’ve forgotten who and whose you are? And because 

such feelings creep into your mind from time to time, 

might I suggest that by virtue of the fact that you’re 

concerned about such matters you have already shown 

yourself to be the salt of the earth? Consider a story I 

once heard about a woman who sat in her pastor’s study 

weeping and sobbing – convinced she had committed 

the unforgivable sin. She felt it was too late for her – 

that nothing more could be done. Yet the truth is that 

the unforgivable sin is the rejection of the Holy Spirit – 

and the reason it’s unforgivable is because without the 

Holy Spirit faith in Christ becomes impossible – and 

without faith in Christ no one can be saved. So this 

woman had convinced herself that she had rejected the 

Holy Spirit. 

After thinking about her situation for a moment, her 

pastor said to her: “The fact that you have such grave 

concerns is evidence to me that you haven’t yet com-

mitted the unforgivable sin – for those who are dead in 

their sins don’t know it – and even if they were to be 

made aware of it, they wouldn’t care a whit.” It’s for 

that reason, dear Christian, when you fear you’ve for-

gotten who or whose you are, you may still be comfort-

ed in the fact that your fear is nothing more than a sign 

of your saltiness. The key is that you must simply con-

tinue to cling to the Word and promises of God – and to 

Jesus Christ as the Source of your life. And for that you 

are in the right place this morning. For today God has 

once again assured you of His forgiveness, set you free 

from your captivity to sin, and made you strong in your 

weakness through the power of His Word and the body 

and blood of His Son – and for that we can all give 

thanks! 

Getting back for a moment to the most influential 

people of the last few hundred years, I doubt – although 

no one can ever be sure of such things – I doubt that 

any of us will likely ever make it to the top of that list 

for the next few hundred years. But, by the grace of 

God, you and I will mightily impact the world and the 

community in which we now live as we stand ready to 

make a faithful confession concerning the One who 

came to save us. Jesus says: “You are the salt of the 

earth.” You therefore, dear Christians, are a different 

people – a people who have been set apart for God’s 

own purposes – a people who have been called to de-

clare the excellencies of Him who has called you out of 

darkness to live in His marvelous light. Through the 

power of the Holy Spirit working through His Word, 

God will ensure that others are able to see this in your 

life – so that living in His grace and in the shadow of 

His cross, your saltiness – your faithful confession of 

Jesus as the Christ – will cleanse and preserve this 

world and her people to the praise and glory of God, 

and to the honor of His Son! May it always be so for 

His name’s sake. Amen. 

 



 1

The Salt of The Earth 

Matthew 5:13-20 

Trinity Lutheran Church 

February 9, 2020 – Fifth Sunday After Epiphany 

† † † † † † † 

In the name of the Father, and of † the Son, and of 

the Holy Spirit. Amen. Just out of curiosity I recently 

did a search online for which names would come up on 

a list of the most influential people of the past few cen-

turies. As I was browsing through that list I saw some 

pretty well-known names. Johann Gutenberg, for ex-

ample, was listed in the number one slot. I suppose 

that’s a reasonable assessment. After all, Gutenberg 

invented movable type and the printing press. And I 

think you’d have to agree that the printing press has had 

a profound impact on virtually every person and aspect 

of life for the past 500 years. Even from a Christian 

point of view, I think it’s safe to say that the printing 

press was most certainly used by God as an instrument 

to bring about the spread of the Lutheran Reformation. 

As my eye moved further down the list I noticed that 

the number two name was that of Sir Isaac Newton, 

who discovered gravity. A little further down was 

Christopher Columbus, the famous world explorer. But 

the name that really stood out for me as a Lutheran was 

the third name on that list, a name that ought to be near 

and dear to all of us as Lutherans: that great reformer of 

the Church, Dr. Martin Luther. Is it not incredible that a 

man with such Biblical convictions would find himself 

so close to the top of a list such as this for doing noth-

ing more than holding before the world that Name 

which is above all other names? 

As I considered some of the other persons who made 

it into the top 100, a few names stood out from all the 

rest – people who had impacted our world in some very 

positive ways. But this list didn’t just include those who 

had affected our world in a positive way. There were 

also a number of people who had made a great impact 

by serving the cause of evil. For instance, in the number 

four slot was Charles Darwin, the man who’s almost 

entirely responsible for the fact that in public schools – 

and even in some parochial schools – our children have 

had to endure evolutionary theory as though it were an 

undisputed, undeniable scientific fact. Number seven 

was Karl Marx, the father of the godless political ma-

chine called Communism and Socialism, which is still a 

threat to freedom-loving people everywhere. And num-

ber sixteen – perhaps the most chilling name for us as 

Americans – was Adolph Hitler, who singlehandedly 

started the Second World War. 

In this morning’s Gospel, Jesus speaks to His disci-

ples and says to them: “You are the salt of the earth.” 

These are the words I want you to focus on this morn-

ing. I want you to think about the impact we as a 

Church – and as Christian people – have had, and may 

still be having, on our world and community. How will 

history judge the mark which the Church has made on 

this world? Will our religious convictions be as sure 

and certain as those of our sainted father in the faith, 

Martin Luther, or will future generations feel we gave 

in too easily to the whims and tides of this age? Have 

we dared to be different from the rest of the world by 

standing steadfastly on the firm ground of God’s Word 

– or have we so desired to be like everyone else that we 

allowed the shifting sand of this age’s values to sift be-

tween our fingers? 

“You are the salt of the earth,” says Jesus. But what 

does that mean? It means that God designed His 

Church to be a preserving agent in this world. To be 

sure, that’s what salt does. In his book, “Slouching To-

wards Gomorrah,” Supreme Court Justice Candidate 

Robert Bork appropriately writes about the well-known 

moral decline of our society. And while Bork’s analysis 

is right on the money, the truth is that if it were not for 

the influence of the Church acting as salt, this world 

would be one big Sodom and Gomorrah! The spiritual 

forces of darkness that show themselves in things like 

abortion, homosexuality, confusion of “gender identi-

ty,” the LGBT movement, pornography, sex outside of 

marriage, divorce and social decay would already have 

overcome us were it not for the salt of the earth who 

hope in Christ, and whose prayers ascend day and night 

before the throne of God imploring Him to preserve and 

save this sinful, fallen race. 

Jesus says: “You are the salt of the earth,” but no-

tice, He doesn’t say that’s what you are to be. Instead 

He says that’s what you are. These words of Jesus are 

not a call for you to live an upright, moral life, or to 

show the world how to do it. Rather it’s the call of Je-

sus for His Church and people to simply be who He has 

already made them to be. And who are you as a mem-

ber of that Church? You are a different people – a pecu-

liar people – a people who have been set apart for 

God’s own purposes – who live, move and have their 

being in Jesus Christ and His cross. You have been 



 2
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forces of darkness that show themselves in things like 

abortion, homosexuality, confusion of “gender identi-

ty,” the LGBT movement, pornography, sex outside of 

marriage, divorce and social decay would already have 

overcome us were it not for the salt of the earth who 

hope in Christ, and whose prayers ascend day and night 

before the throne of God imploring Him to preserve and 

save this sinful, fallen race. 

Jesus says: “You are the salt of the earth,” but no-

tice, He doesn’t say that’s what you are to be. Instead 

He says that’s what you are. These words of Jesus are 

not a call for you to live an upright, moral life, or to 

show the world how to do it. Rather it’s the call of Je-

sus for His Church and people to simply be who He has 

already made them to be. And who are you as a mem-

ber of that Church? You are a different people – a pecu-

liar people – a people who have been set apart for 

God’s own purposes – who live, move and have their 

being in Jesus Christ and His cross. You have been 
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bought with a price and marked with a sign received in 

Holy Baptism – the sign of the cross both upon your 

forehead and heart which marks you as one who has 

been redeemed by Christ the crucified. You are marked 

by Jesus – and in Him your life finds its meaning! 

You are a new people. And as a new people, the for-

giveness of Christ is at the very heart and center of your 

life – of which the cross is the key. This world, you see, 

the world lives life for the most part under the influence 

of two forces. Either people are striving to please God 

on the basis of their works, or they’ve given up and al-

lowed the corruption of their flesh to have its way. But, 

you are a new people – a people who have been called 

out of the darkness of sin and death to live in the bril-

liant white light of our Savior, Jesus Christ. You are a 

people who bask in the priceless treasure of God’s for-

giveness – a people whom God has given the privilege 

of seeing all of life through the cross and grace of His 

Only Begotten Son. 

Consider the words of this morning’s sermon hymn: 

“What is the world to me, with all its vaunted pleasure? 

When You, and You alone, Lord Jesus, are my Treas-

ure! You only, dearest Lord, my soul’s delight shall be; 

You are my Peace, my Rest. What is the world to me? 

What is the world to me, my Jesus is my Treasure, my 

Life, my Health, my Wealth, my Friend, my Love, my 

Pleasure, My Joy, my Crown, my All, my Bliss eternal-

ly. Once more, then, I declare; what is the world to 

me?” Dear children of God, your life is shaped around 

the life of our Savior, Jesus Christ, the One who came 

in the flesh for your forgiveness. And from that for-

giveness flows the desire and yearning to be God’s man 

or woman in this world. From the grace of God in 

Christ – from the life He graciously gives in Holy Bap-

tism, in the Sacrament of His very own body and blood, 

and most especially from the seed of faith He plants 

through His Word, comes the new creation who desires 

to live out the will of God. 

“You are the salt of the earth.” So says Jesus, “Be 

who you are.” Then you say, “But if the salt loses its 

flavor, how shall it be seasoned?” And isn’t this what 

you fear most – that you aren’t really the salty salt you 

know you ought to be – or that somewhere, somehow, 

you’ve forgotten who and whose you are? And because 

such feelings creep into your mind from time to time, 

might I suggest that by virtue of the fact that you’re 

concerned about such matters you have already shown 

yourself to be the salt of the earth? Consider a story I 

once heard about a woman who sat in her pastor’s study 

weeping and sobbing – convinced she had committed 

the unforgivable sin. She felt it was too late for her – 

that nothing more could be done. Yet the truth is that 

the unforgivable sin is the rejection of the Holy Spirit – 

and the reason it’s unforgivable is because without the 

Holy Spirit faith in Christ becomes impossible – and 

without faith in Christ no one can be saved. So this 

woman had convinced herself that she had rejected the 

Holy Spirit. 

After thinking about her situation for a moment, her 

pastor said to her: “The fact that you have such grave 

concerns is evidence to me that you haven’t yet com-

mitted the unforgivable sin – for those who are dead in 

their sins don’t know it – and even if they were to be 

made aware of it, they wouldn’t care a whit.” It’s for 

that reason, dear Christian, when you fear you’ve for-

gotten who or whose you are, you may still be comfort-

ed in the fact that your fear is nothing more than a sign 

of your saltiness. The key is that you must simply con-

tinue to cling to the Word and promises of God – and to 

Jesus Christ as the Source of your life. And for that you 

are in the right place this morning. For today God has 

once again assured you of His forgiveness, set you free 

from your captivity to sin, and made you strong in your 

weakness through the power of His Word and the body 

and blood of His Son – and for that we can all give 

thanks! 

Getting back for a moment to the most influential 

people of the last few hundred years, I doubt – although 

no one can ever be sure of such things – I doubt that 

any of us will likely ever make it to the top of that list 

for the next few hundred years. But, by the grace of 

God, you and I will mightily impact the world and the 

community in which we now live as we stand ready to 

make a faithful confession concerning the One who 

came to save us. Jesus says: “You are the salt of the 

earth.” You therefore, dear Christians, are a different 

people – a people who have been set apart for God’s 

own purposes – a people who have been called to de-

clare the excellencies of Him who has called you out of 

darkness to live in His marvelous light. Through the 

power of the Holy Spirit working through His Word, 

God will ensure that others are able to see this in your 

life – so that living in His grace and in the shadow of 

His cross, your saltiness – your faithful confession of 

Jesus as the Christ – will cleanse and preserve this 

world and her people to the praise and glory of God, 

and to the honor of His Son! May it always be so for 

His name’s sake. Amen. 
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In the name of the Father, and of † the Son, and of 

the Holy Spirit. Amen. Just out of curiosity I recently 

did a search online for which names would come up on 

a list of the most influential people of the past few cen-

turies. As I was browsing through that list I saw some 

pretty well-known names. Johann Gutenberg, for ex-

ample, was listed in the number one slot. I suppose 

that’s a reasonable assessment. After all, Gutenberg 

invented movable type and the printing press. And I 

think you’d have to agree that the printing press has had 

a profound impact on virtually every person and aspect 

of life for the past 500 years. Even from a Christian 

point of view, I think it’s safe to say that the printing 

press was most certainly used by God as an instrument 

to bring about the spread of the Lutheran Reformation. 

As my eye moved further down the list I noticed that 

the number two name was that of Sir Isaac Newton, 

who discovered gravity. A little further down was 

Christopher Columbus, the famous world explorer. But 

the name that really stood out for me as a Lutheran was 

the third name on that list, a name that ought to be near 

and dear to all of us as Lutherans: that great reformer of 

the Church, Dr. Martin Luther. Is it not incredible that a 

man with such Biblical convictions would find himself 

so close to the top of a list such as this for doing noth-

ing more than holding before the world that Name 

which is above all other names? 

As I considered some of the other persons who made 

it into the top 100, a few names stood out from all the 

rest – people who had impacted our world in some very 

positive ways. But this list didn’t just include those who 

had affected our world in a positive way. There were 

also a number of people who had made a great impact 

by serving the cause of evil. For instance, in the number 

four slot was Charles Darwin, the man who’s almost 

entirely responsible for the fact that in public schools – 

and even in some parochial schools – our children have 

had to endure evolutionary theory as though it were an 

undisputed, undeniable scientific fact. Number seven 

was Karl Marx, the father of the godless political ma-

chine called Communism and Socialism, which is still a 

threat to freedom-loving people everywhere. And num-

ber sixteen – perhaps the most chilling name for us as 

Americans – was Adolph Hitler, who singlehandedly 

started the Second World War. 

In this morning’s Gospel, Jesus speaks to His disci-

ples and says to them: “You are the salt of the earth.” 

These are the words I want you to focus on this morn-

ing. I want you to think about the impact we as a 

Church – and as Christian people – have had, and may 

still be having, on our world and community. How will 

history judge the mark which the Church has made on 

this world? Will our religious convictions be as sure 

and certain as those of our sainted father in the faith, 

Martin Luther, or will future generations feel we gave 

in too easily to the whims and tides of this age? Have 

we dared to be different from the rest of the world by 

standing steadfastly on the firm ground of God’s Word 

– or have we so desired to be like everyone else that we 

allowed the shifting sand of this age’s values to sift be-

tween our fingers? 

“You are the salt of the earth,” says Jesus. But what 

does that mean? It means that God designed His 

Church to be a preserving agent in this world. To be 

sure, that’s what salt does. In his book, “Slouching To-

wards Gomorrah,” Supreme Court Justice Candidate 

Robert Bork appropriately writes about the well-known 

moral decline of our society. And while Bork’s analysis 

is right on the money, the truth is that if it were not for 

the influence of the Church acting as salt, this world 

would be one big Sodom and Gomorrah! The spiritual 

forces of darkness that show themselves in things like 

abortion, homosexuality, confusion of “gender identi-

ty,” the LGBT movement, pornography, sex outside of 

marriage, divorce and social decay would already have 

overcome us were it not for the salt of the earth who 

hope in Christ, and whose prayers ascend day and night 

before the throne of God imploring Him to preserve and 

save this sinful, fallen race. 

Jesus says: “You are the salt of the earth,” but no-

tice, He doesn’t say that’s what you are to be. Instead 

He says that’s what you are. These words of Jesus are 

not a call for you to live an upright, moral life, or to 

show the world how to do it. Rather it’s the call of Je-

sus for His Church and people to simply be who He has 

already made them to be. And who are you as a mem-

ber of that Church? You are a different people – a pecu-

liar people – a people who have been set apart for 

God’s own purposes – who live, move and have their 

being in Jesus Christ and His cross. You have been 
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through His Word, comes the new creation who desires 

to live out the will of God. 

“You are the salt of the earth.” So says Jesus, “Be 

who you are.” Then you say, “But if the salt loses its 

flavor, how shall it be seasoned?” And isn’t this what 

you fear most – that you aren’t really the salty salt you 

know you ought to be – or that somewhere, somehow, 

you’ve forgotten who and whose you are? And because 

such feelings creep into your mind from time to time, 

might I suggest that by virtue of the fact that you’re 

concerned about such matters you have already shown 

yourself to be the salt of the earth? Consider a story I 

once heard about a woman who sat in her pastor’s study 

weeping and sobbing – convinced she had committed 

the unforgivable sin. She felt it was too late for her – 

that nothing more could be done. Yet the truth is that 

the unforgivable sin is the rejection of the Holy Spirit – 

and the reason it’s unforgivable is because without the 

Holy Spirit faith in Christ becomes impossible – and 

without faith in Christ no one can be saved. So this 

woman had convinced herself that she had rejected the 

Holy Spirit. 

After thinking about her situation for a moment, her 

pastor said to her: “The fact that you have such grave 

concerns is evidence to me that you haven’t yet com-

mitted the unforgivable sin – for those who are dead in 

their sins don’t know it – and even if they were to be 

made aware of it, they wouldn’t care a whit.” It’s for 

that reason, dear Christian, when you fear you’ve for-

gotten who or whose you are, you may still be comfort-

ed in the fact that your fear is nothing more than a sign 

of your saltiness. The key is that you must simply con-

tinue to cling to the Word and promises of God – and to 

Jesus Christ as the Source of your life. And for that you 

are in the right place this morning. For today God has 

once again assured you of His forgiveness, set you free 

from your captivity to sin, and made you strong in your 

weakness through the power of His Word and the body 

and blood of His Son – and for that we can all give 

thanks! 

Getting back for a moment to the most influential 

people of the last few hundred years, I doubt – although 

no one can ever be sure of such things – I doubt that 

any of us will likely ever make it to the top of that list 

for the next few hundred years. But, by the grace of 

God, you and I will mightily impact the world and the 

community in which we now live as we stand ready to 

make a faithful confession concerning the One who 

came to save us. Jesus says: “You are the salt of the 

earth.” You therefore, dear Christians, are a different 

people – a people who have been set apart for God’s 

own purposes – a people who have been called to de-

clare the excellencies of Him who has called you out of 

darkness to live in His marvelous light. Through the 

power of the Holy Spirit working through His Word, 

God will ensure that others are able to see this in your 

life – so that living in His grace and in the shadow of 

His cross, your saltiness – your faithful confession of 

Jesus as the Christ – will cleanse and preserve this 

world and her people to the praise and glory of God, 

and to the honor of His Son! May it always be so for 

His name’s sake. Amen. 
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ing. I want you to think about the impact we as a 

Church – and as Christian people – have had, and may 

still be having, on our world and community. How will 

history judge the mark which the Church has made on 

this world? Will our religious convictions be as sure 

and certain as those of our sainted father in the faith, 

Martin Luther, or will future generations feel we gave 

in too easily to the whims and tides of this age? Have 

we dared to be different from the rest of the world by 

standing steadfastly on the firm ground of God’s Word 

– or have we so desired to be like everyone else that we 

allowed the shifting sand of this age’s values to sift be-

tween our fingers? 

“You are the salt of the earth,” says Jesus. But what 

does that mean? It means that God designed His 

Church to be a preserving agent in this world. To be 

sure, that’s what salt does. In his book, “Slouching To-

wards Gomorrah,” Supreme Court Justice Candidate 

Robert Bork appropriately writes about the well-known 

moral decline of our society. And while Bork’s analysis 

is right on the money, the truth is that if it were not for 

the influence of the Church acting as salt, this world 

would be one big Sodom and Gomorrah! The spiritual 

forces of darkness that show themselves in things like 

abortion, homosexuality, confusion of “gender identi-

ty,” the LGBT movement, pornography, sex outside of 

marriage, divorce and social decay would already have 

overcome us were it not for the salt of the earth who 

hope in Christ, and whose prayers ascend day and night 

before the throne of God imploring Him to preserve and 

save this sinful, fallen race. 

Jesus says: “You are the salt of the earth,” but no-

tice, He doesn’t say that’s what you are to be. Instead 

He says that’s what you are. These words of Jesus are 

not a call for you to live an upright, moral life, or to 

show the world how to do it. Rather it’s the call of Je-

sus for His Church and people to simply be who He has 

already made them to be. And who are you as a mem-

ber of that Church? You are a different people – a pecu-

liar people – a people who have been set apart for 

God’s own purposes – who live, move and have their 

being in Jesus Christ and His cross. You have been 



 2

bought with a price and marked with a sign received in 

Holy Baptism – the sign of the cross both upon your 

forehead and heart which marks you as one who has 

been redeemed by Christ the crucified. You are marked 

by Jesus – and in Him your life finds its meaning! 

You are a new people. And as a new people, the for-

giveness of Christ is at the very heart and center of your 

life – of which the cross is the key. This world, you see, 

the world lives life for the most part under the influence 

of two forces. Either people are striving to please God 

on the basis of their works, or they’ve given up and al-

lowed the corruption of their flesh to have its way. But, 

you are a new people – a people who have been called 

out of the darkness of sin and death to live in the bril-

liant white light of our Savior, Jesus Christ. You are a 

people who bask in the priceless treasure of God’s for-

giveness – a people whom God has given the privilege 

of seeing all of life through the cross and grace of His 

Only Begotten Son. 

Consider the words of this morning’s sermon hymn: 

“What is the world to me, with all its vaunted pleasure? 

When You, and You alone, Lord Jesus, are my Treas-

ure! You only, dearest Lord, my soul’s delight shall be; 

You are my Peace, my Rest. What is the world to me? 

What is the world to me, my Jesus is my Treasure, my 

Life, my Health, my Wealth, my Friend, my Love, my 

Pleasure, My Joy, my Crown, my All, my Bliss eternal-

ly. Once more, then, I declare; what is the world to 

me?” Dear children of God, your life is shaped around 

the life of our Savior, Jesus Christ, the One who came 

in the flesh for your forgiveness. And from that for-

giveness flows the desire and yearning to be God’s man 

or woman in this world. From the grace of God in 

Christ – from the life He graciously gives in Holy Bap-

tism, in the Sacrament of His very own body and blood, 

and most especially from the seed of faith He plants 

through His Word, comes the new creation who desires 

to live out the will of God. 

“You are the salt of the earth.” So says Jesus, “Be 

who you are.” Then you say, “But if the salt loses its 

flavor, how shall it be seasoned?” And isn’t this what 

you fear most – that you aren’t really the salty salt you 

know you ought to be – or that somewhere, somehow, 

you’ve forgotten who and whose you are? And because 

such feelings creep into your mind from time to time, 

might I suggest that by virtue of the fact that you’re 

concerned about such matters you have already shown 

yourself to be the salt of the earth? Consider a story I 

once heard about a woman who sat in her pastor’s study 

weeping and sobbing – convinced she had committed 

the unforgivable sin. She felt it was too late for her – 

that nothing more could be done. Yet the truth is that 

the unforgivable sin is the rejection of the Holy Spirit – 

and the reason it’s unforgivable is because without the 

Holy Spirit faith in Christ becomes impossible – and 

without faith in Christ no one can be saved. So this 

woman had convinced herself that she had rejected the 

Holy Spirit. 

After thinking about her situation for a moment, her 

pastor said to her: “The fact that you have such grave 

concerns is evidence to me that you haven’t yet com-

mitted the unforgivable sin – for those who are dead in 

their sins don’t know it – and even if they were to be 

made aware of it, they wouldn’t care a whit.” It’s for 

that reason, dear Christian, when you fear you’ve for-

gotten who or whose you are, you may still be comfort-

ed in the fact that your fear is nothing more than a sign 

of your saltiness. The key is that you must simply con-

tinue to cling to the Word and promises of God – and to 

Jesus Christ as the Source of your life. And for that you 

are in the right place this morning. For today God has 

once again assured you of His forgiveness, set you free 

from your captivity to sin, and made you strong in your 

weakness through the power of His Word and the body 

and blood of His Son – and for that we can all give 

thanks! 

Getting back for a moment to the most influential 

people of the last few hundred years, I doubt – although 

no one can ever be sure of such things – I doubt that 

any of us will likely ever make it to the top of that list 

for the next few hundred years. But, by the grace of 

God, you and I will mightily impact the world and the 

community in which we now live as we stand ready to 

make a faithful confession concerning the One who 

came to save us. Jesus says: “You are the salt of the 

earth.” You therefore, dear Christians, are a different 

people – a people who have been set apart for God’s 

own purposes – a people who have been called to de-

clare the excellencies of Him who has called you out of 

darkness to live in His marvelous light. Through the 

power of the Holy Spirit working through His Word, 

God will ensure that others are able to see this in your 

life – so that living in His grace and in the shadow of 

His cross, your saltiness – your faithful confession of 

Jesus as the Christ – will cleanse and preserve this 

world and her people to the praise and glory of God, 

and to the honor of His Son! May it always be so for 

His name’s sake. Amen. 
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think you’d have to agree that the printing press has had 
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the third name on that list, a name that ought to be near 
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also a number of people who had made a great impact 

by serving the cause of evil. For instance, in the number 

four slot was Charles Darwin, the man who’s almost 

entirely responsible for the fact that in public schools – 

and even in some parochial schools – our children have 

had to endure evolutionary theory as though it were an 

undisputed, undeniable scientific fact. Number seven 

was Karl Marx, the father of the godless political ma-

chine called Communism and Socialism, which is still a 

threat to freedom-loving people everywhere. And num-
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you are a new people – a people who have been called 

out of the darkness of sin and death to live in the bril-

liant white light of our Savior, Jesus Christ. You are a 

people who bask in the priceless treasure of God’s for-

giveness – a people whom God has given the privilege 

of seeing all of life through the cross and grace of His 

Only Begotten Son. 

Consider the words of this morning’s sermon hymn: 

“What is the world to me, with all its vaunted pleasure? 

When You, and You alone, Lord Jesus, are my Treas-

ure! You only, dearest Lord, my soul’s delight shall be; 

You are my Peace, my Rest. What is the world to me? 

What is the world to me, my Jesus is my Treasure, my 

Life, my Health, my Wealth, my Friend, my Love, my 

Pleasure, My Joy, my Crown, my All, my Bliss eternal-

ly. Once more, then, I declare; what is the world to 

me?” Dear children of God, your life is shaped around 

the life of our Savior, Jesus Christ, the One who came 

in the flesh for your forgiveness. And from that for-

giveness flows the desire and yearning to be God’s man 

or woman in this world. From the grace of God in 

Christ – from the life He graciously gives in Holy Bap-

tism, in the Sacrament of His very own body and blood, 

and most especially from the seed of faith He plants 

through His Word, comes the new creation who desires 
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who you are.” Then you say, “But if the salt loses its 

flavor, how shall it be seasoned?” And isn’t this what 

you fear most – that you aren’t really the salty salt you 

know you ought to be – or that somewhere, somehow, 

you’ve forgotten who and whose you are? And because 

such feelings creep into your mind from time to time, 
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that nothing more could be done. Yet the truth is that 

the unforgivable sin is the rejection of the Holy Spirit – 

and the reason it’s unforgivable is because without the 

Holy Spirit faith in Christ becomes impossible – and 

without faith in Christ no one can be saved. So this 

woman had convinced herself that she had rejected the 

Holy Spirit. 

After thinking about her situation for a moment, her 

pastor said to her: “The fact that you have such grave 

concerns is evidence to me that you haven’t yet com-

mitted the unforgivable sin – for those who are dead in 

their sins don’t know it – and even if they were to be 

made aware of it, they wouldn’t care a whit.” It’s for 

that reason, dear Christian, when you fear you’ve for-

gotten who or whose you are, you may still be comfort-

ed in the fact that your fear is nothing more than a sign 

of your saltiness. The key is that you must simply con-

tinue to cling to the Word and promises of God – and to 

Jesus Christ as the Source of your life. And for that you 

are in the right place this morning. For today God has 

once again assured you of His forgiveness, set you free 

from your captivity to sin, and made you strong in your 

weakness through the power of His Word and the body 

and blood of His Son – and for that we can all give 

thanks! 

Getting back for a moment to the most influential 

people of the last few hundred years, I doubt – although 

no one can ever be sure of such things – I doubt that 

any of us will likely ever make it to the top of that list 

for the next few hundred years. But, by the grace of 

God, you and I will mightily impact the world and the 

community in which we now live as we stand ready to 

make a faithful confession concerning the One who 

came to save us. Jesus says: “You are the salt of the 

earth.” You therefore, dear Christians, are a different 

people – a people who have been set apart for God’s 

own purposes – a people who have been called to de-

clare the excellencies of Him who has called you out of 

darkness to live in His marvelous light. Through the 

power of the Holy Spirit working through His Word, 

God will ensure that others are able to see this in your 

life – so that living in His grace and in the shadow of 

His cross, your saltiness – your faithful confession of 
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world and her people to the praise and glory of God, 

and to the honor of His Son! May it always be so for 
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so close to the top of a list such as this for doing noth-

ing more than holding before the world that Name 

which is above all other names? 

As I considered some of the other persons who made 

it into the top 100, a few names stood out from all the 

rest – people who had impacted our world in some very 

positive ways. But this list didn’t just include those who 

had affected our world in a positive way. There were 

also a number of people who had made a great impact 

by serving the cause of evil. For instance, in the number 

four slot was Charles Darwin, the man who’s almost 

entirely responsible for the fact that in public schools – 

and even in some parochial schools – our children have 

had to endure evolutionary theory as though it were an 

undisputed, undeniable scientific fact. Number seven 

was Karl Marx, the father of the godless political ma-

chine called Communism and Socialism, which is still a 

threat to freedom-loving people everywhere. And num-

ber sixteen – perhaps the most chilling name for us as 

Americans – was Adolph Hitler, who singlehandedly 

started the Second World War. 

In this morning’s Gospel, Jesus speaks to His disci-

ples and says to them: “You are the salt of the earth.” 

These are the words I want you to focus on this morn-

ing. I want you to think about the impact we as a 

Church – and as Christian people – have had, and may 

still be having, on our world and community. How will 

history judge the mark which the Church has made on 

this world? Will our religious convictions be as sure 

and certain as those of our sainted father in the faith, 

Martin Luther, or will future generations feel we gave 

in too easily to the whims and tides of this age? Have 

we dared to be different from the rest of the world by 

standing steadfastly on the firm ground of God’s Word 

– or have we so desired to be like everyone else that we 

allowed the shifting sand of this age’s values to sift be-

tween our fingers? 

“You are the salt of the earth,” says Jesus. But what 

does that mean? It means that God designed His 

Church to be a preserving agent in this world. To be 

sure, that’s what salt does. In his book, “Slouching To-

wards Gomorrah,” Supreme Court Justice Candidate 

Robert Bork appropriately writes about the well-known 

moral decline of our society. And while Bork’s analysis 

is right on the money, the truth is that if it were not for 

the influence of the Church acting as salt, this world 

would be one big Sodom and Gomorrah! The spiritual 

forces of darkness that show themselves in things like 

abortion, homosexuality, confusion of “gender identi-

ty,” the LGBT movement, pornography, sex outside of 

marriage, divorce and social decay would already have 

overcome us were it not for the salt of the earth who 

hope in Christ, and whose prayers ascend day and night 

before the throne of God imploring Him to preserve and 

save this sinful, fallen race. 

Jesus says: “You are the salt of the earth,” but no-

tice, He doesn’t say that’s what you are to be. Instead 

He says that’s what you are. These words of Jesus are 

not a call for you to live an upright, moral life, or to 

show the world how to do it. Rather it’s the call of Je-

sus for His Church and people to simply be who He has 

already made them to be. And who are you as a mem-

ber of that Church? You are a different people – a pecu-

liar people – a people who have been set apart for 

God’s own purposes – who live, move and have their 

being in Jesus Christ and His cross. You have been 
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bought with a price and marked with a sign received in 

Holy Baptism – the sign of the cross both upon your 

forehead and heart which marks you as one who has 

been redeemed by Christ the crucified. You are marked 

by Jesus – and in Him your life finds its meaning! 

You are a new people. And as a new people, the for-

giveness of Christ is at the very heart and center of your 

life – of which the cross is the key. This world, you see, 

the world lives life for the most part under the influence 

of two forces. Either people are striving to please God 

on the basis of their works, or they’ve given up and al-

lowed the corruption of their flesh to have its way. But, 

you are a new people – a people who have been called 

out of the darkness of sin and death to live in the bril-

liant white light of our Savior, Jesus Christ. You are a 

people who bask in the priceless treasure of God’s for-

giveness – a people whom God has given the privilege 

of seeing all of life through the cross and grace of His 

Only Begotten Son. 

Consider the words of this morning’s sermon hymn: 

“What is the world to me, with all its vaunted pleasure? 

When You, and You alone, Lord Jesus, are my Treas-

ure! You only, dearest Lord, my soul’s delight shall be; 

You are my Peace, my Rest. What is the world to me? 

What is the world to me, my Jesus is my Treasure, my 

Life, my Health, my Wealth, my Friend, my Love, my 

Pleasure, My Joy, my Crown, my All, my Bliss eternal-

ly. Once more, then, I declare; what is the world to 

me?” Dear children of God, your life is shaped around 

the life of our Savior, Jesus Christ, the One who came 

in the flesh for your forgiveness. And from that for-

giveness flows the desire and yearning to be God’s man 

or woman in this world. From the grace of God in 

Christ – from the life He graciously gives in Holy Bap-

tism, in the Sacrament of His very own body and blood, 

and most especially from the seed of faith He plants 

through His Word, comes the new creation who desires 

to live out the will of God. 

“You are the salt of the earth.” So says Jesus, “Be 

who you are.” Then you say, “But if the salt loses its 

flavor, how shall it be seasoned?” And isn’t this what 

you fear most – that you aren’t really the salty salt you 

know you ought to be – or that somewhere, somehow, 

you’ve forgotten who and whose you are? And because 

such feelings creep into your mind from time to time, 

might I suggest that by virtue of the fact that you’re 

concerned about such matters you have already shown 

yourself to be the salt of the earth? Consider a story I 

once heard about a woman who sat in her pastor’s study 

weeping and sobbing – convinced she had committed 

the unforgivable sin. She felt it was too late for her – 

that nothing more could be done. Yet the truth is that 

the unforgivable sin is the rejection of the Holy Spirit – 

and the reason it’s unforgivable is because without the 

Holy Spirit faith in Christ becomes impossible – and 

without faith in Christ no one can be saved. So this 

woman had convinced herself that she had rejected the 

Holy Spirit. 

After thinking about her situation for a moment, her 

pastor said to her: “The fact that you have such grave 

concerns is evidence to me that you haven’t yet com-

mitted the unforgivable sin – for those who are dead in 

their sins don’t know it – and even if they were to be 

made aware of it, they wouldn’t care a whit.” It’s for 

that reason, dear Christian, when you fear you’ve for-

gotten who or whose you are, you may still be comfort-

ed in the fact that your fear is nothing more than a sign 

of your saltiness. The key is that you must simply con-

tinue to cling to the Word and promises of God – and to 

Jesus Christ as the Source of your life. And for that you 

are in the right place this morning. For today God has 

once again assured you of His forgiveness, set you free 

from your captivity to sin, and made you strong in your 

weakness through the power of His Word and the body 

and blood of His Son – and for that we can all give 

thanks! 

Getting back for a moment to the most influential 

people of the last few hundred years, I doubt – although 

no one can ever be sure of such things – I doubt that 

any of us will likely ever make it to the top of that list 

for the next few hundred years. But, by the grace of 

God, you and I will mightily impact the world and the 

community in which we now live as we stand ready to 

make a faithful confession concerning the One who 

came to save us. Jesus says: “You are the salt of the 

earth.” You therefore, dear Christians, are a different 

people – a people who have been set apart for God’s 

own purposes – a people who have been called to de-

clare the excellencies of Him who has called you out of 

darkness to live in His marvelous light. Through the 

power of the Holy Spirit working through His Word, 

God will ensure that others are able to see this in your 

life – so that living in His grace and in the shadow of 

His cross, your saltiness – your faithful confession of 

Jesus as the Christ – will cleanse and preserve this 

world and her people to the praise and glory of God, 

and to the honor of His Son! May it always be so for 

His name’s sake. Amen. 
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ample, was listed in the number one slot. I suppose 
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think you’d have to agree that the printing press has had 
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of life for the past 500 years. Even from a Christian 

point of view, I think it’s safe to say that the printing 

press was most certainly used by God as an instrument 

to bring about the spread of the Lutheran Reformation. 

As my eye moved further down the list I noticed that 

the number two name was that of Sir Isaac Newton, 

who discovered gravity. A little further down was 

Christopher Columbus, the famous world explorer. But 
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and even in some parochial schools – our children have 

had to endure evolutionary theory as though it were an 
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this world? Will our religious convictions be as sure 
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Martin Luther, or will future generations feel we gave 
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does that mean? It means that God designed His 

Church to be a preserving agent in this world. To be 

sure, that’s what salt does. In his book, “Slouching To-

wards Gomorrah,” Supreme Court Justice Candidate 

Robert Bork appropriately writes about the well-known 

moral decline of our society. And while Bork’s analysis 

is right on the money, the truth is that if it were not for 

the influence of the Church acting as salt, this world 

would be one big Sodom and Gomorrah! The spiritual 

forces of darkness that show themselves in things like 

abortion, homosexuality, confusion of “gender identi-

ty,” the LGBT movement, pornography, sex outside of 

marriage, divorce and social decay would already have 

overcome us were it not for the salt of the earth who 

hope in Christ, and whose prayers ascend day and night 

before the throne of God imploring Him to preserve and 

save this sinful, fallen race. 

Jesus says: “You are the salt of the earth,” but no-

tice, He doesn’t say that’s what you are to be. Instead 
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not a call for you to live an upright, moral life, or to 

show the world how to do it. Rather it’s the call of Je-
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liar people – a people who have been set apart for 

God’s own purposes – who live, move and have their 
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bought with a price and marked with a sign received in 
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forehead and heart which marks you as one who has 

been redeemed by Christ the crucified. You are marked 

by Jesus – and in Him your life finds its meaning! 

You are a new people. And as a new people, the for-

giveness of Christ is at the very heart and center of your 

life – of which the cross is the key. This world, you see, 

the world lives life for the most part under the influence 

of two forces. Either people are striving to please God 

on the basis of their works, or they’ve given up and al-

lowed the corruption of their flesh to have its way. But, 

you are a new people – a people who have been called 

out of the darkness of sin and death to live in the bril-

liant white light of our Savior, Jesus Christ. You are a 
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of seeing all of life through the cross and grace of His 

Only Begotten Son. 
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giveness flows the desire and yearning to be God’s man 

or woman in this world. From the grace of God in 

Christ – from the life He graciously gives in Holy Bap-

tism, in the Sacrament of His very own body and blood, 

and most especially from the seed of faith He plants 

through His Word, comes the new creation who desires 

to live out the will of God. 

“You are the salt of the earth.” So says Jesus, “Be 

who you are.” Then you say, “But if the salt loses its 

flavor, how shall it be seasoned?” And isn’t this what 

you fear most – that you aren’t really the salty salt you 

know you ought to be – or that somewhere, somehow, 

you’ve forgotten who and whose you are? And because 

such feelings creep into your mind from time to time, 

might I suggest that by virtue of the fact that you’re 

concerned about such matters you have already shown 

yourself to be the salt of the earth? Consider a story I 

once heard about a woman who sat in her pastor’s study 

weeping and sobbing – convinced she had committed 

the unforgivable sin. She felt it was too late for her – 

that nothing more could be done. Yet the truth is that 

the unforgivable sin is the rejection of the Holy Spirit – 

and the reason it’s unforgivable is because without the 

Holy Spirit faith in Christ becomes impossible – and 

without faith in Christ no one can be saved. So this 

woman had convinced herself that she had rejected the 

Holy Spirit. 

After thinking about her situation for a moment, her 

pastor said to her: “The fact that you have such grave 

concerns is evidence to me that you haven’t yet com-

mitted the unforgivable sin – for those who are dead in 

their sins don’t know it – and even if they were to be 

made aware of it, they wouldn’t care a whit.” It’s for 

that reason, dear Christian, when you fear you’ve for-

gotten who or whose you are, you may still be comfort-

ed in the fact that your fear is nothing more than a sign 

of your saltiness. The key is that you must simply con-

tinue to cling to the Word and promises of God – and to 

Jesus Christ as the Source of your life. And for that you 

are in the right place this morning. For today God has 

once again assured you of His forgiveness, set you free 

from your captivity to sin, and made you strong in your 

weakness through the power of His Word and the body 

and blood of His Son – and for that we can all give 

thanks! 

Getting back for a moment to the most influential 

people of the last few hundred years, I doubt – although 

no one can ever be sure of such things – I doubt that 

any of us will likely ever make it to the top of that list 

for the next few hundred years. But, by the grace of 

God, you and I will mightily impact the world and the 

community in which we now live as we stand ready to 

make a faithful confession concerning the One who 

came to save us. Jesus says: “You are the salt of the 

earth.” You therefore, dear Christians, are a different 

people – a people who have been set apart for God’s 

own purposes – a people who have been called to de-

clare the excellencies of Him who has called you out of 

darkness to live in His marvelous light. Through the 

power of the Holy Spirit working through His Word, 

God will ensure that others are able to see this in your 

life – so that living in His grace and in the shadow of 

His cross, your saltiness – your faithful confession of 

Jesus as the Christ – will cleanse and preserve this 

world and her people to the praise and glory of God, 

and to the honor of His Son! May it always be so for 

His name’s sake. Amen. 
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the Holy Spirit. Amen. Just out of curiosity I recently 

did a search online for which names would come up on 

a list of the most influential people of the past few cen-

turies. As I was browsing through that list I saw some 

pretty well-known names. Johann Gutenberg, for ex-

ample, was listed in the number one slot. I suppose 

that’s a reasonable assessment. After all, Gutenberg 

invented movable type and the printing press. And I 

think you’d have to agree that the printing press has had 

a profound impact on virtually every person and aspect 

of life for the past 500 years. Even from a Christian 

point of view, I think it’s safe to say that the printing 

press was most certainly used by God as an instrument 

to bring about the spread of the Lutheran Reformation. 

As my eye moved further down the list I noticed that 

the number two name was that of Sir Isaac Newton, 

who discovered gravity. A little further down was 

Christopher Columbus, the famous world explorer. But 

the name that really stood out for me as a Lutheran was 

the third name on that list, a name that ought to be near 

and dear to all of us as Lutherans: that great reformer of 

the Church, Dr. Martin Luther. Is it not incredible that a 

man with such Biblical convictions would find himself 

so close to the top of a list such as this for doing noth-

ing more than holding before the world that Name 

which is above all other names? 

As I considered some of the other persons who made 

it into the top 100, a few names stood out from all the 

rest – people who had impacted our world in some very 

positive ways. But this list didn’t just include those who 

had affected our world in a positive way. There were 

also a number of people who had made a great impact 

by serving the cause of evil. For instance, in the number 

four slot was Charles Darwin, the man who’s almost 

entirely responsible for the fact that in public schools – 

and even in some parochial schools – our children have 

had to endure evolutionary theory as though it were an 

undisputed, undeniable scientific fact. Number seven 

was Karl Marx, the father of the godless political ma-

chine called Communism and Socialism, which is still a 

threat to freedom-loving people everywhere. And num-

ber sixteen – perhaps the most chilling name for us as 

Americans – was Adolph Hitler, who singlehandedly 

started the Second World War. 

In this morning’s Gospel, Jesus speaks to His disci-

ples and says to them: “You are the salt of the earth.” 

These are the words I want you to focus on this morn-

ing. I want you to think about the impact we as a 

Church – and as Christian people – have had, and may 

still be having, on our world and community. How will 

history judge the mark which the Church has made on 

this world? Will our religious convictions be as sure 

and certain as those of our sainted father in the faith, 

Martin Luther, or will future generations feel we gave 

in too easily to the whims and tides of this age? Have 

we dared to be different from the rest of the world by 

standing steadfastly on the firm ground of God’s Word 

– or have we so desired to be like everyone else that we 

allowed the shifting sand of this age’s values to sift be-

tween our fingers? 

“You are the salt of the earth,” says Jesus. But what 

does that mean? It means that God designed His 

Church to be a preserving agent in this world. To be 

sure, that’s what salt does. In his book, “Slouching To-

wards Gomorrah,” Supreme Court Justice Candidate 

Robert Bork appropriately writes about the well-known 

moral decline of our society. And while Bork’s analysis 

is right on the money, the truth is that if it were not for 

the influence of the Church acting as salt, this world 

would be one big Sodom and Gomorrah! The spiritual 

forces of darkness that show themselves in things like 

abortion, homosexuality, confusion of “gender identi-

ty,” the LGBT movement, pornography, sex outside of 

marriage, divorce and social decay would already have 

overcome us were it not for the salt of the earth who 

hope in Christ, and whose prayers ascend day and night 

before the throne of God imploring Him to preserve and 

save this sinful, fallen race. 

Jesus says: “You are the salt of the earth,” but no-

tice, He doesn’t say that’s what you are to be. Instead 

He says that’s what you are. These words of Jesus are 

not a call for you to live an upright, moral life, or to 

show the world how to do it. Rather it’s the call of Je-

sus for His Church and people to simply be who He has 

already made them to be. And who are you as a mem-

ber of that Church? You are a different people – a pecu-

liar people – a people who have been set apart for 

God’s own purposes – who live, move and have their 

being in Jesus Christ and His cross. You have been 
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bought with a price and marked with a sign received in 

Holy Baptism – the sign of the cross both upon your 

forehead and heart which marks you as one who has 

been redeemed by Christ the crucified. You are marked 

by Jesus – and in Him your life finds its meaning! 

You are a new people. And as a new people, the for-

giveness of Christ is at the very heart and center of your 

life – of which the cross is the key. This world, you see, 

the world lives life for the most part under the influence 

of two forces. Either people are striving to please God 

on the basis of their works, or they’ve given up and al-

lowed the corruption of their flesh to have its way. But, 

you are a new people – a people who have been called 

out of the darkness of sin and death to live in the bril-

liant white light of our Savior, Jesus Christ. You are a 

people who bask in the priceless treasure of God’s for-

giveness – a people whom God has given the privilege 

of seeing all of life through the cross and grace of His 

Only Begotten Son. 

Consider the words of this morning’s sermon hymn: 

“What is the world to me, with all its vaunted pleasure? 

When You, and You alone, Lord Jesus, are my Treas-

ure! You only, dearest Lord, my soul’s delight shall be; 

You are my Peace, my Rest. What is the world to me? 

What is the world to me, my Jesus is my Treasure, my 

Life, my Health, my Wealth, my Friend, my Love, my 

Pleasure, My Joy, my Crown, my All, my Bliss eternal-

ly. Once more, then, I declare; what is the world to 

me?” Dear children of God, your life is shaped around 

the life of our Savior, Jesus Christ, the One who came 

in the flesh for your forgiveness. And from that for-

giveness flows the desire and yearning to be God’s man 

or woman in this world. From the grace of God in 

Christ – from the life He graciously gives in Holy Bap-

tism, in the Sacrament of His very own body and blood, 

and most especially from the seed of faith He plants 

through His Word, comes the new creation who desires 

to live out the will of God. 

“You are the salt of the earth.” So says Jesus, “Be 

who you are.” Then you say, “But if the salt loses its 

flavor, how shall it be seasoned?” And isn’t this what 

you fear most – that you aren’t really the salty salt you 

know you ought to be – or that somewhere, somehow, 

you’ve forgotten who and whose you are? And because 

such feelings creep into your mind from time to time, 

might I suggest that by virtue of the fact that you’re 

concerned about such matters you have already shown 

yourself to be the salt of the earth? Consider a story I 

once heard about a woman who sat in her pastor’s study 

weeping and sobbing – convinced she had committed 

the unforgivable sin. She felt it was too late for her – 

that nothing more could be done. Yet the truth is that 

the unforgivable sin is the rejection of the Holy Spirit – 

and the reason it’s unforgivable is because without the 

Holy Spirit faith in Christ becomes impossible – and 

without faith in Christ no one can be saved. So this 

woman had convinced herself that she had rejected the 

Holy Spirit. 

After thinking about her situation for a moment, her 

pastor said to her: “The fact that you have such grave 

concerns is evidence to me that you haven’t yet com-

mitted the unforgivable sin – for those who are dead in 

their sins don’t know it – and even if they were to be 

made aware of it, they wouldn’t care a whit.” It’s for 

that reason, dear Christian, when you fear you’ve for-

gotten who or whose you are, you may still be comfort-

ed in the fact that your fear is nothing more than a sign 

of your saltiness. The key is that you must simply con-

tinue to cling to the Word and promises of God – and to 

Jesus Christ as the Source of your life. And for that you 

are in the right place this morning. For today God has 

once again assured you of His forgiveness, set you free 

from your captivity to sin, and made you strong in your 

weakness through the power of His Word and the body 

and blood of His Son – and for that we can all give 

thanks! 

Getting back for a moment to the most influential 

people of the last few hundred years, I doubt – although 

no one can ever be sure of such things – I doubt that 

any of us will likely ever make it to the top of that list 

for the next few hundred years. But, by the grace of 

God, you and I will mightily impact the world and the 

community in which we now live as we stand ready to 

make a faithful confession concerning the One who 

came to save us. Jesus says: “You are the salt of the 

earth.” You therefore, dear Christians, are a different 

people – a people who have been set apart for God’s 

own purposes – a people who have been called to de-

clare the excellencies of Him who has called you out of 

darkness to live in His marvelous light. Through the 

power of the Holy Spirit working through His Word, 

God will ensure that others are able to see this in your 

life – so that living in His grace and in the shadow of 

His cross, your saltiness – your faithful confession of 

Jesus as the Christ – will cleanse and preserve this 

world and her people to the praise and glory of God, 

and to the honor of His Son! May it always be so for 

His name’s sake. Amen. 

 


