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In the name of the Father, and of † the Son, and 
of the Holy Spirit. Amen. For 49 years the Super 
Bowl – which was the center of national attention 
last weekend – and Mardi Gras – which is held at a 
different time each year depending on the date of 
Ash Wednesday – have faced off in an intense bat-
tle to claim the title of the “event-lots-of-people-
follow-but-don’t-know-why.” Football, of course, 
is supposed to be the main attraction of the Super 
Bowl, but has now been all-but-completely cov-
ered-over by high-priced advertising and the chok-
ing smoke of the half-time fireworks show. Mardi 
Gras, which is supposed to be the ‘last night of 
feasting’ before the Lenten fast, has since become 
an almost-orgied frenzy in the midst of a year of 
somewhat-less-open debauchery, lived out every 
day on the streets of New Orleans. 

Just as the history of God’s people and their 
connection to the land of Israel has led many to 
confuse God’s salvation and reign with His prom-
ised protection for the people of God, so also the 
many “side events” that took place wherever Jesus 
went caused many to lose sight of the reason for 
His coming. Because of the greatness of His com-
passion and power, Jesus was often surrounded by 
those who sought only His miracles – who con-
fused the abundance of His miracles with the rea-
son He was doing what He was doing. 

In today’s Gospel, for instance, after having ear-
lier cast out a demon, our Lord Jesus entered into 
the home of Simon Peter, whose mother-in-law 
was ‘burning up’ with a fever. Seeing her need, 
Christ extended His hand, lifted her up from her 
bed, and immediately she arose, healthy once 
again. It wasn’t long before many others who 
sought healing appeared at the door of Peter’s 
home, so that soon it seemed as if the entire town 
was there. No doubt some were thankful for the 
healing, but the only thing most remembered was 
the miracle itself. Are people really so unobservant 
and insensitive that they can be right in the thick of 
Jesus’ miracles and not see the significance of what 
He’s doing? Sadly, yes! 

Why do you come here each week to kneel at 
this rail and receive the Lord’s Supper? Are you 
always conscious of the ‘why’ behind your action – 
that Christ Himself is present in His very own flesh 
and blood to feed you like the mother pelican who 
will pluck flesh from her own breast to feed her 
young when there’s nothing else to eat? Here 
Christ truly is present to feed you with His very 
own body and blood – not only to miraculously be-
stow on you the forgiveness of sins – but so that 
you might recognize that here the Creator of the 
universe is descending in self-sacrifice to serve and 
save you! 

In this morning’s Gospel the casting out of the 
demon and the healing of Peter’s mother-in-law 
were amazing enough, but remember, before all 
this took place Jesus first amazed the people with 
His teaching. As was noted last week, the words 
He spoke weren’t like the vacillating opinioneering 
of the Scribes and Pharisees, for He spoke as One 
who had Godly authority. So, Jesus wants us to be 
amazed at His grace – and not just for the amaze-
ment itself, but so that we might believe in Him as 
our Savior from sin, death and the devil. That’s 
why, in the closing verses of this Gospel, our Lord 
does something even more amazing than the mira-
cles. While men were seeking Him out so they 
might be healed, He up and leaves town! While Je-
sus did, in fact, heal many, He didn’t “heal them 
all.” He left, lest any begin to think bodily healing 
was His primary mission – or that bodily healing is 
necessary in order to know Jesus. 

Now maybe you haven’t had the contact with 
Pentecostalism I’ve had in the past, but some of 
you have – and some of you are likely to have it at 
some point in the future. I want to reiterate: I’m not 
saying Pentecostals aren’t Christian, that they’re 
‘lower’ on the ecclesiastical ladder than other 
Christians, or any such thing – but that this error 
they teach – namely that to truly be a Christian you 
have to experience some act of miraculous healing, 
you have to have spoken in tongues, or you have to 
want to speak in tongues – this can very easily rob 



a person of the comfort and confidence Christ and 
His gifts ought to bring. Therefore we need to ex-
amine this dangerous teaching more closely – both 
for the comfort of those who are here today – and 
also lest this lie perhaps rob someone of their faith. 

Among Pentecostals, especially the TV preacher 
crowd – which includes the likes of Kenneth 
Hagin, Benny Hinn, Kenneth Copeland, Jimmy 
Swaggart, and Pat Robertson – there’s a certain re-
liance on a book entitled “Bodily Healing and the 
Atonement” – in which the author asserts that 
Christ’s payment for sin not only eliminates its 
consequences in the afterlife – which we would 
agree with – but that it also can eliminate bodily 
suffering in this life! This teaching has spawned 
other books, such as Kenneth and Gloria 
Copeland’s: “And Jesus Healed Them All...” which 
argues that since “Jesus is the same yesterday, to-
day and forever” – and since in one verse of Scrip-
ture it states that Jesus “healed them all” – that Je-
sus, therefore, will also heal your every disease and 
injury – if you will only allow Him to do it. There-
fore if you aren’t healed, the obvious conclusion 
must be that you don’t have the right faith, a strong 
enough faith, or that you really don’t trust in Christ 
in the first place! 

Today’s Gospel destroys all such false teach-
ings. It restores all those who trust in Christ, but 
who may never have been physical healed, to their 
rightful status as true children of God! We see this 
here in our text, when all the people who sought 
healing showed up to be healed, and Jesus leaves 
town! Didn’t our Lord want them to be saved, too? 
Certainly, but remember, they weren’t coming to 
Him with their eternal problem at this point – 
which is the need we all have for the forgiveness of 
our sin – but only with their earthly problems. Like 
the 5,000 plus whom Jesus fed in John, chapter six, 
these people also – had they been given the chance 
– would have sought to make Him an earthly king. 
But that wasn’t why Jesus came. And that wasn’t 
why He performed these miracles. Rather, every-
thing He did was to this end: that in these mighty 
deeds people might learn who Jesus is and why Je-
sus came. 

Jesus came to proclaim the Day of the Lord’s 
favor, to announce the acceptance of sinners by 
God through the shedding of His own lifeblood. 
The remainder of those in town who needed bodily 

healing would learn through this that Jesus’ intent 
was to give them perfect healing forever – and that 
this would come only in Heaven, because Jesus had 
secured it for them – and for all – by His suffering, 
death and resurrection. If they didn’t receive God’s 
perfect healing – that is, heaven – because they had 
been so intently focused on bodily healing, then 
what good would physical healing have been for 
them? To be sure, it would have obscured who 
Christ was, and it may well have caused them to 
lose the very thing He had come to give them. 

This Gospel, then, brings great comfort today to 
those of us who may not have been healed in this 
life as we might have wished. We know from this 
Gospel that Jesus has not abandoned us, but in-
stead, wants us to be with Him forever – focused 
on that perfect Day which is yet to come – on 
what’s more important – namely, what it means to 
know that our sins, and all sin’s consequences, 
have been taken away – cast as far from us as the 
East is from the West. Here in this text Christ 
makes Holy Absolution a special comfort for you, 
so that each time you hear Jesus say through His 
servant: “I forgive you all your sins,” you’ll know 
for certain that Christ has truly relieved you from 
your suffering, and that the Day of unending bliss 
in His presence is now yours for all time and eter-
nity. 

Likewise, as you receive His Holy Supper, what 
is our Lord Christ saying to you but this: “Here, for 
all of your body’s pain, receive My body that suf-
fered every torment in your place. Since I have 
paid the whole price for your sin, there is no longer 
any reason to believe that you will have to suffer 
forever. Here is My blood, which has atoned for all 
sin, removed the curse, and healed not only your 
body – which is a trifling thing – but also your 
soul, so that every blot of sin has been taken away, 
and so that Heaven is now yours. I have redeemed 
your soul in Holy Baptism, and surely I will also 
restore the house it which it resides – even as My 
own body has been glorified, never to die again. 
So, as you eat My body and drink My blood, know 
this: while in this world you might still suffer pain 
and bodily anguish, in that world which is yet to 
come – and which is yours even now – you will 
never see death, but rather life – perfect life – My 
life – forever and always.” Amen. 

 



And now that peace of God, which passes all 
understanding, will keep your hearts and minds in 
that one true faith in Christ Jesus, unto life everlast-
ing. Amen. 


