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In the name of the Father and of the † Son and of 

the Holy Spirit. Amen. If there’s one thing most peo-

ple agree on, it’s that Jesus was a Man on the move. 

And while this characteristic is displayed in all the 

Gospels, it’s especially evident here in Mark. In fact, 

as you read through this book you can’t help noting 

how Jesus almost never has a moment to Himself. 

From the time of His Baptism, Jesus was literally 

“driven” to carry out the work His Father had given 

Him to do. To that end He was constantly teaching, 

healing the sick, and casting out demons so that eve-

ryone was seeking Him out. That’s why it seems es-

pecially strange that this episode with Peter’s mother-

in-law is so often overlooked. After all, just about 

everyone knows the story of the wedding at Cana – 

how Jesus changed water into wine – how He raised 

Lazarus from the dead, and how He called for Zac-

chaeus to come out of his tree and become a follower. 

But few have much knowledge of this incident of the 

healing of Peter’s mother-in-law. 

Well, this is how the story goes. After Jesus had 

finished teaching in the synagogue – probably some-

time later that same evening – He traveled with His 

disciples to the house of Simon Peter where his 

mother-in-law lay sick in bed with a fever. This 

whole incident is reported so matter-of-factly that the 

only thing we know is that when Jesus arrived at Pe-

ter’s house He was told of his mother-in-law’s ail-

ment and immediately went to her side. Perhaps the 

fact that her illness was reported “only” as a fever is 

why it’s given so little attention – for certainly Jesus 

must have had more important things to deal with 

than a “simple” little fever. There were demons need-

ing to be cast out, dead bodies to raise to life, and a 

Gospel of salvation in urgent need of being preached. 

Why should our Lord Christ be bothered with such a 

trifling little fever? 

Well, what I’d like to suggest is that this incident 

gives us some real insight into what our Lord’s min-

istry to sinners is all about – for Jesus is much more 

than just some run-of-the-mill “holy man.” Indeed, 

He is the Creator of all things who loves His entire 

creation – the One who came into our world and took 

on our human nature not He could teach us, as some 

assert, a better way of life, but as the Great Physician 

whose sole mission and purpose is to bring peace and 

healing to this broken, wounded, dying world. What 

seems to be nothing more than a little fever to us, to 

Jesus is just one more sign of how cracked and crum-

bling our world has become. Our Lord didn’t create 

man and woman to hurt and suffer, but so that they – 

as His own dear children – might serve Him and one 

another with gladness. 

So Jesus – in what was undoubtedly a very tender 

moment – went to the bedside of Peter’s mother-in-

law, took her hand, lifted her up, and the fever de-

parted! Now this might appear to be nothing more 

than a relatively minor act, but lest the import of this 

moment be lost, consider what actually took place. 

Here at the bed of a simple, ordinary woman, the 

very Creator of Heaven and earth – the Giver of all 

good things, and the Lord of all creation – leaned 

over, took this woman’s hand, lifted her up out of her 

fever, and made her well and whole. But there’s one 

more thing you should know – and that’s that the 

Greek word used here in this text is a word which 

denotes both healing and forgiving. In other words, 

to Jesus, there is no difference between the physical 

maladies of this world and the sin which afflicts us 

all. 

In our frail, fractured world, sickness and disease 

can very often rip through a person so completely 

that it seems there’s nothing left. If you’ve ever had – 

or if know someone who has had – a debilitating dis-

ease, a heart attack, cancer, or some another serious 

ailment, you certainly know what I’m talking about. 

There’s something terrifying about that kind of help-

lessness, because no matter how hard you might try, 

there are some things you just can’t change. But 

physical ailments are only but one sign of the sin-

sickness behind it all – and it’s this sin-sickness 

which afflicts all of us and makes us feel as if there is 

no hope. And Satan would like nothing better than to 

convince you that your life is hopeless. In fact, he 

will do just about anything to get you to wallow in 

your own despair. To be sure, it’s Satan’s greatest 

tool, because despair eats away at you like a cancer 

and causes you to believe nothing good can ever 



come of your life. And if you listen to Satan’s lie, he 

will have won the battle and had his way with you. 

Peter’s mother-in-law could easily have fallen 

prey to the wiles of Satan who would have loved to 

see her wallow in her illness. But Jesus put an end to 

that. He lifted her up from her affliction and forgave 

her out of her sickness. And as He forgave her, He 

most surely also forgives you. He takes your worn-

out body and washes it anew in the water of Holy 

Baptism – a water of life that doesn’t just get you 

wet, but, bathes you in the Word of Christ and brings 

total cleansing. It’s there where God makes you 

whole, fills you with His Spirit, and cleanses you and 

heals you – even though death surrounds you on eve-

ry side. 

But there’s one more thing I want you to notice. 

After Jesus took Peter’s mother-in-law’s hand, lifted 

her up, and cast out the fever, what happened next 

isn’t what you would have expected. She began to 

wait on them! Or, as one translation reads: “She rose 

up and began to serve them.” Imagine! Here was this 

woman who had been terribly sick – perhaps even to 

the point of death – then Jesus walks in and heals her 

so she can get up, wait on tables and serve them! Did 

Jesus heal her because He needed an extra servant? 

If you look at it this way, what you’re doing is 

driving a wedge between your life as a child of God 

and the vocation God has given you. Jesus did not 

save you so you could go out and sit on a hill to wait 

for His return – or so you could wallow in your own 

sinful selfishness. No! He saved you and set you free 

so you could once again be fully human. God didn’t 

create us to sit around on clouds and play harps. In 

the beginning – in the Garden – after creating Adam 

and Eve – God sent them out to care for the earth – to 

work and subdue it. 

Working, living, and doing – all of which consti-

tute being human – are what God created man for. If 

you separate those things from your faith, you’re sep-

arating God from the world – and you’re making this 

world a more meaningless place. That’s the problem 

many Christians have today. They think God is “out 

there” somewhere, but they don’t know where. They 

think He did His part so they could go to heaven one 

day, but that until that day arrives, they’re on their 

own. Nothing could be further from the truth. God 

saved you not only for eternity, but also for the here 

and now! He freed you to be the godly human being 

He created you to be. He freed you to live your life, 

fulfill your vocation, and realize your calling here on 

this earth. 

That’s why what Peter’s mother-in-law did after 

being healed isn’t all that strange. She did was she 

was supposed to do – she served them. Her vocation 

was to take care of the house – and to make sure eve-

ryone in that house was well-fed and properly cared 

for. Hers was a wonderful, honorable estate. Hence 

Jesus came to her and healed her so that she might 

live in the vocation wherein God had placed her. And 

friends, that’s how forgiveness and Jesus’ healing 

works in your life. God comes to You through His 

Son – through His Word, through His washing, 

through His Supper, and through the ministry of His 

Church – and it’s there where He forgives you and 

heals you of your sin-sickness. 

Now you are certainly free to take that knowledge, 

stuff it in the closet, and only bring it out for an hour 

or two on Sunday morning – when instead, that 

knowledge ought to be taking root in your life. Our 

Lord God created you to live your life in Christ – and 

that means always, not just on the occasional Sunday 

morning. God wants you to live your life to the full-

est – to be who you are as a child of God – using the 

gifts and talents He’s given you. God is the One who 

made you to be a father, mother, child, student, 

worker, boss, business owner, or whatever else you 

might be or do – and those are the things He wants 

you to do to His eternal praise and glory. God, having 

made you His child, has set you free to live your life 

without fear or terror, because you have His promise 

that He will be with you always. 

That’s why you come here to the Divine Service – 

to hear God’s Word, to confess your sins, to receive 

absolution, and to partake of Christ’s true body and 

blood in the Lord’s Supper. You come to be forgiven 

– to be healed and renewed in both body and soul. 

And through all of this your life becomes inextricably 

bound together with the life of Christ – so that in the 

vocation God has given you, you can now joyfully 

serve both Him and your neighbor. Dear Christian, as 

He once did with Peter’s mother-in-law, so now has 

God also entered into your presence, lifted you up, 

forgiven you, healed you, and made you whole. Now 

you are truly free to go out and live Your life, confi-

dent in the power of that Gospel into which you’ve 

been called. God has promised it to you – and God 

will deliver it to you for the sake of His Son. Amen. 

And now that peace of God, which passes all un-

derstanding, will keep your hearts and minds in that 

one true faith in Christ Jesus unto life everlasting. 

Amen. 


