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In the name of the Father, and of the † Son, and of 

the Holy Spirit. Amen. In the Gospel readings for the 

past several weeks of this Epiphany season when we 

celebrate the “making known” of Jesus as Lord and 

Savior we watched as our Lord’s mother, Mary, at-

tempted to push up her Son’s timetable by revealing His 

identity prematurely at the wedding of Cana. We saw 

Jesus returning to the Synagogue in His hometown of 

Nazareth – where He clearly showed Himself to be the 

Messiah – when, after reading the words of Isaiah con-

cerning the coming of the Savior He said: “Today, this 

Scripture is fulfilled in your hearing.” And then last 

week when we witnessed how the people responded to 

Jesus’ authoritative Word and considered it to be blas-

phemy. 

Each of these three Scriptures spoke of the Person 

of Christ – that is, they spoke of the One who was and 

is – the One who came in the Father’s own time in ful-

fillment of God’s Holy Word – the One who received 

no honor in His own hometown and from His own peo-

ple. But today’s Gospel calls us to see the reason why 

Christ came into this world, and to consider the im-

portance of His coming – not only for the life of the 

Church and the life of the world, but even more im-

portantly, for the life God desires each of us to have. 

This morning our focus is on how the Fisher – that is, 

Jesus – has come to catch those who are His, and then 

how the fishers – that is, the children of God in Christ – 

are sent out by Him to continue His work of fishing for 

all those who are lost and drowning in sin. 

The words of this morning’s text are no doubt fa-

miliar to most of you. To be sure, you probably first 

heard this story when you were a little child in Sunday 

School – or perhaps you heard it from the lips of your 

parents or grandparents. This story about fishing relates 

an event during which Jesus used Peter’s boat as a pul-

pit from which He preached to the multitudes on shore 

– and how Peter, when Jesus was finished, was told by 

Him to go farther out into the water, let down his nets, 

and there catch some fish. Peter replied: “You do know 

that we’ve been out here all night long, don’t You? You 

do know how hard we’ve been working and still ha-

ven’t caught anything, don’t You? Yet because it’s You 

who has told us to do this, we will do it.” And then, af-

ter dropping their nets into the water they caught so 

many fish their nets almost burst. Indeed, they caught 

so many fish they had to signal to their friends in a 

nearby boat for help – who then immediately came over 

and filled both boats with so many fish that that boat 

began to sink, as well. This was truly an epiphany for 

Peter. For as Jesus was revealing Himself as Lord and 

Master over all of creation, Peter was beginning to un-

derstand where he fit into the picture. He didn’t ask Je-

sus for any special favors. He didn’t beg Jesus to fill 

him with supernatural power. Instead, Peter responded 

with an appropriate response – the response with which 

every Christian ought to respond when finding them-

selves standing before God all alone. Hiding his face, 

Peter fell at Christ’s feet and cried out: “Depart from 

me, for I am a sinful man!” 

Peter realized that this One who stood before him as 

the divine Fisher was the very same One whom Isaiah 

faced when God called him to be a prophet – the One 

who sat in the heavenly throne room as the six-winged 

seraph filled it, singing: “Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord 

God of hosts; the whole earth is full of His glory!” 

Isaiah, if you will, had also been “caught” by the Fa-

ther, who then used him as His mouthpiece to go and 

fish on His behalf – even as Jesus also called Peter and 

all the other disciples to be fishers with Him. The divine 

Fisher’s motivation for performing this miracle wasn’t 

to show off His power – or to demonstrate He could fill 

fishing nets at will, but rather to show Peter, you and 

me that ultimately His goal is to fish for something 

greater. 

His desire and will is not only to catch the hearts, 

souls, and minds of sinful men and women, but also 

that when one of these lost souls is caught, the 

caught-one is then released with the command to be a 

fisher with and for the One who caught him – to be, as 

Holy Scripture teaches, a fisher of men. Humbled by 

the realization that they had done nothing to deserve so 

great a blessing, Peter and Isaiah hid their faces and 

confessed their unworthiness. And that, beloved, that is 

how you must also think of the fish here caught by Pe-

ter and the others – especially when you realize that you 

are the fish of which this text speaks. When most peo-

ple catch fish, what do they do? Do they throw them 

back? Sometimes, but mostly fishermen keep the good 

ones, even though they know it will cause their death. 

And to be sure, successful fishing almost always ends 

up with the death of the fish. 



 

Yes, this is also the way of our sinful world. For 

where there is sin, there also is the result of sin, death – 

for even as St. Paul reminds us in his letter to the 

Church at Rome, “the wages of sin is death.” Death is 

exactly what we sinners deserve, for each of us has 

sinned and deserves death – both temporal and eternal. 

And yet, at least in the way we conduct our lives, we 

seem to either ignore this truth – or at the very least, 

deny it. Consider how easy it is each week to confess 

that you are poor miserable sinner deserving of nothing 

but God’s wrath and fury. How can you so calmly say 

something like that? How can you say: “Yes God, 

You’re right. I am a sinner” – almost as if your sin is no 

big deal? Why is it so hard for you to get a lump in your 

throat or a knot in your stomach when considering the 

subject of sin? Why is it so difficult to fall to your 

knees and cry out in despair, “Depart from me, O Lord, 

for I am a sinful man?” Don’t you know in your heart 

of hearts that if you should happen to get caught in the 

divine Fisher’s net arrogantly boasting in your sin, 

you’ll end up like the other fish of the sea? You’ll either 

be thrown back because you aren’t wanted – or tossed 

out on the dry ground to flop about gasping for air until 

you finally die? 

Look and listen well to Isaiah’s example from this 

morning’s Old Testament reading. Isaiah fully under-

stood his sinfulness. He clearly saw his lost and con-

demned state under the magnifying lens of God’s Law. 

And when he say it he cried out: “Woe is me, for I am 

undone! I am a man of unclean lips.” And consider Pe-

ter. Did he not also understand this? Why else would he 

have thrown himself to his knees and begged for mer-

cy? Only because he was able to look to the Incarnate 

One for help and aid. That was the day when Peter 

ceased being a fisher of fish and began being a fisher of 

men. Our Lord Jesus caught Peter in the Fisher’s net, 

took the effects of Peter’s sin and sinning from him, and 

gave him a new life! And dear Christian, if, unlike Pe-

ter, you get caught up in this Fisher’s net with an arro-

gant attitude concerning your sin – an attitude we’re all 

born with by reason of the fall – though you might be 

able to keep everything else in life, when our Lord 

throws you back, you’ll lose even life itself. But if you 

get caught in the net like Peter and Isaiah – falling on 

your face in God’s presence and looking only to Christ 

for help and salvation – though you may have to give 

up everything else in this life, God will grant you a life 

which will never end! 

It’s because of this new life that our Lord Jesus tells 

Peter, you and me, how He has made each of us to be 

fishers of men – how we are to work with and for our 

heavenly Fisher – pointing other people, other fish, into 

His net – showing them where the entrance to that net is 

– telling them how this net is His Church – that place 

where His Word is rightly understood and boldly pro-

claimed – found in the waters of Holy Baptism, where 

God Himself washes dirty, dead sinners clean, gives 

them new life, and makes them holy and righteous 

through the shedding of His Son’s own blood. 

Beloved, our Lord Jesus has given you a mouth to 

speak His Word of salvation, and the privilege of lead-

ing a Christian life, both of which are your “fishing 

equipment.” He’s given you the perfect “bait” – His 

Holy Word, His death and resurrection, and the Sacra-

ments of Baptism and the Lord’s Supper. Your life will 

be characterized by fishing – by going out into the 

world and bringing His Word to the lost – or at the very 

least bringing the lost to the Word by inviting them to 

worship – through which the Holy Spirit will “catch” 

more “fish” – creating faith by drawing them into the 

net of the Church. In this most important work, you will 

not get sidetracked – nor let this world take your focus 

from the Fisher’s net – for it alone is the only Source of 

salvation. 

So humbly thank our heavenly Fisher for lowering 

His net to you so that you might be saved – and join 

with Luther and Christians of all ages right up to the 

present in confessing that “all this” God does “purely 

out of Fatherly divine goodness and mercy, without any 

merit or worthiness in us; for all which it is our duty to 

thank praise, serve, and obey Him.” You’ve been 

caught in this net through no effort of your own. And 

even though sometimes this net seems to bring death, 

the reality is that here, in this net, this Church, is free-

dom, life and salvation – for the Fisher is gracious and 

merciful – and provides His good gifts to all whom He 

catches. You have been made by Christ to be a fisher of 

men so that God might use you to lead many to the very 

net where you have found peace, joy and salvation in 

the wounds of the Savior. Therefore in all things – and 

in all circumstances of life – give thanks to Him who 

has called you through His Holy Spirit to be His own. 

To Him be the glory, power and dominion, forever and 

ever, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

And now that peace of God, which passes all under-

standing, will keep your hearts and minds in that one 

true faith in Christ Jesus, unto life everlasting. Amen. 

 


