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In the name of the Father, and of † the Son, and of 

the Holy Spirit. Amen. In this morning’s Gospel St. 

Mark takes us to the seaside town of Capernaum on a 

particular Sabbath where the faithful were gathered to-

gether in the Synagogue for prayer, the reading of Holy 

Scripture, the singing of Psalms, and a sermon. Every-

thing points to the fact that for the most part this was 

nothing more than what you might expect during a typi-

cal Synagogue service – the one, notable exception be-

ing the Preacher – Jesus of Nazareth, who, as we just 

read, taught and preached with great authority. The in-

teresting thing for us as we read this account is that this 

very same Jesus is still present among His people today 

– and still teaching with authority so that our faith might 

hang securely on the power of His Word. 

You see, the teachers of the Law in Jesus’ day had 

earned a reputation of always being willing to give an 

opinion, but never wanting to give out or teach any au-

thoritative, definitive, or necessary doctrine. Their teach-

ing raised questions, but never provided answers. To 

them human reason was to be the final arbiter of truth. 

But it wasn’t so with Jesus. When He taught He didn’t 

raise questions, He provided answers. He never left His 

hearers to their own devices to reach whatever conclu-

sions might have suited their own fancy. He challenged 

the minds of His hearers with definitive, concrete doc-

trine. He taught with authority. How much authority? 

Scripture says: “Just then a man in their synagogue who 

was possessed by an evil spirit cried out: ‘What do you 

want with us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have you come to de-

stroy us? I know who you are – the Holy One of God!’ 

‘Be quiet!’ said Jesus sternly. ‘Come out of him!’ And 

the evil spirit shook the man violently and came out with 

a shriek.” 

Now that’s authority – an authority so powerful that 

those who witnessed it could only stand in awe and ex-

claim: “What is this? A new teaching? He even gives 

orders to the evil spirits and they obey Him!” Now 

you’d think people would have been delighted to know 

that at last a prophet like Moses – but greater – had fi-

nally come as promised. You would have expected peo-

ple to fall at His feet and thank God that at last they’d 

been able to hear a definitive Word from God – that at 

last, rather than mere scribal opinions, they’d been privi-

leged to hear God’s Word with clear, unshakeable cer-

tainty. But sadly, that wasn’t the case. Our sinful nature 

– the old man of sin – wants no part of bowing to any 

authority outside itself. That’s why the teaching of the 

Scribes was so popular. It allowed people to rely on their 

own authority. It forced no one to give allegiance to an-

yone or anything other than “number one” – themselves. 

Jesus’ authority, however, demanded everyone submit to 

Him alone. 

That’s how it is in our day. According to His promise 

to be with us always, even to the end of the age, our 

Lord Christ is still present amongst those who gather 

together in His name –  present in His Church through 

the preaching of the Word – and with just as much au-

thority as ever. Today though, He communicates to us 

through the mouths of preachers called and ordained to 

speak in His Name. These men are not to speak like the 

Scribes – giving only human opinion and multiple doc-

trinal options from which to choose. No, these preachers 

called by Christ are obligated to proclaim a sure and 

certain doctrine – and thanks be to God for that, because 

sure and certain doctrine is the only thing that can create 

and sustain a sure and certain faith. 

Indeed, that’s the chief reason why, in our Church, 

we allegedly have a fellowship of congregations called 

“Synod” – to insure that the teaching of the true doctrine 

of Christ is proclaimed to our age and maintained faith-

fully for future generations. According to our Synodical 

Constitution, as a member Church of this Synod, our 

foremost objective is that we work to “conserve and 

promote the unity of the true faith.” And so that this 

might happen, every congregation and pastor who be-

longs to the Lutheran Church Missouri Synod not only 

has to confess that the Scriptures of the Old and New 

Testaments are the sure and certain Word of God – the 

only rule and norm of Christian faith and practice – but 

that the Book of Concord is a true, unadulterated, accu-

rate exposition of this Word of God. 

And like our pastors, neither do the Lutheran Confes-

sions speak like the Scribes of Jesus’ day – raising ques-

tions, but leaving people free to chose their own an-

swers. These Confessions speak with the authority and 

certainty of the One whom we confess as Savior and 

Lord – understanding that through these words our Lord 

Christ is still speaking today with authority to His 

Church. Our old sinful nature might not like such clear, 

authoritative doctrine and teaching, yet we are nonethe-

less obligated to boldly speak it anyway. 



I clearly remember a conversation I had once with a 

man who was a member of a so-called “non-

denominational” Church. We were discussing the Lord’s 

Supper when he proudly informed me that in their 

Church they understood this meal in three completely 

different ways – so that anyone who worshiped with 

them could feel comfortable and believe whatever they 

chose to believe about it. “People are much happier that 

way,” he told me. “After all, isn’t being happy what the 

Church, Christ, and Christianity are all about?” 

Now contrast that view with our understanding and 

practice of Holy Communion. We insist, that according 

to the teachings of Holy Scripture, this Meal must be 

given only to those who have been instructed in the faith 

– and who are willing to publicly confess that faith. That 

was the practice of Jesus on the night He was betrayed. 

It was the practice of the Apostles and the Early Church. 

It was the practice of the entire Church right up to the 

time of the Reformation. And, by the way, it was the 

practice of nearly every mainline denomination in our 

own United States until the very recent past. 

But now, in the last few years or so, some, even with-

in our own Synod, are teaching – and falsely, I might 

add – that this practice and celebration of the Lord’s 

Supper is nothing more than human opinion – and that 

people should have the option of Communing wherever 

and whenever they want – no matter what the public 

confession of that Church might be. Such a view cares 

little whether or not a person has been properly instruct-

ed in the faith – or even agrees with it. And what about 

the teaching of Holy Scripture that only men who are 

qualified and properly taught are to be called and or-

dained into the office of the Holy Ministry? That was the 

practice of Jesus when He chose the Twelve. That was 

the teaching and practice of the Apostles and of the en-

tire Christian Church from the time of Christ right up to 

the present. And it was the teaching and practice of our 

now sainted Lutheran fathers. 

But now there are some in our midst trying to assert 

that this is nothing more than mere human opinion. The 

problem with all these views is that they reduce Biblical 

doctrine to mere preference – and they foster a certain 

“cafeteria” mentality where each person simply does 

whatever is right in his own eyes. It destroys the unity of 

the faith, turns faith into doubt, and makes a mockery of 

Jesus and His teaching. The truth, however, is that be-

cause Jesus taught with authority, the Church which 

bears His Name ought to also teach with authority – but 

not so as to bully and belittle – and not because we de-

light in arguing over the correctness of our doctrine. It is 

a much more pastoral, practical matter, for the only rea-

son we believe, teach, and confess authoritative doctrine 

is so that you might be certain of the forgiveness of your 

sins! 

Your faith ought not hang on the thin, flimsy wire of 

human opinion, but on the sure, firm words of Jesus, 

who says: “Whoever believes in Me shall not perish but 

have everlasting life.” “The one who comes to Me I will 

never cast out – and I will raise him up on the Last 

Day.” “He who believes and is Baptized shall be 

saved.” “Whosoever sins you forgive, they are forgiv-

en.” And, “This is My body, this is My blood given and 

shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.” Jesus teaches 

with a clear and certain word so that you might have a 

clear and certain faith – so that you might have the un-

shakeable assurance that your sins have been forgiven, 

and that eternal life is yours. Can you imagine me stand-

ing in the pulpit at your funeral and saying to your fami-

ly: “Dearly beloved, Jesus may or may not have been 

raised from the dead, so I can’t comfort you with the 

assurance of a blessed, eternal destiny for your loved 

one. After all, it isn’t my place to tell you what to be-

lieve – that’s something you need to decide for your-

self!” 

Or can you imagine what you’d think, if, after con-

fessing your sins, I were say to you, “Dear friends, in the 

name of Jesus, I hope your sins are forgiven, but I can’t 

say for sure!” No, when I announce to you the for-

giveness of your sins, you have a clear, certain, authori-

tative Word from God to lean on – a Word which says to 

you that your sins have been paid for in full – a Word 

which says to you that all who believe in Christ will be 

raised from the dead to live forever in heaven with God. 

Speaking this clear, authoritative Word of God to you is 

not – nor can it ever be – a side issue in a Church which 

claims to speak authoritatively for the Savior. Such 

speaking is the primary work of the Church – the very 

thing upon which your faith is founded. 

God wants this for you so that you might have a sure, 

certain Word to believe in – a Word in which God ena-

bles you to find your life, and also its true meaning. Je-

sus is alive, and because He lives you live also. Jesus 

suffered in your place, for your sins, and now your sins 

are forgiven. You have come here this morning because 

you know that here Jesus is still speaking with authority 

– an authority upon which your faith might confidently 

now rest – an authority which proclaims to you that in 

Christ you have become a true child of God – an au-

thority which freely bestows on you every blessing of 

God which He desires you to have – an authority which 

brings you that true peace of God which passes all un-

derstanding – which will keep your hearts and minds in 

that one true faith in Christ Jesus, unto life everlasting. 

God grant it always for Jesus’ sake. In the name of the 

Father, and of † the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 


