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† † † † † † † 

In the name of the Father, and of † the Son, and of the 

Holy Spirit. Amen. For many folks, the days after Christ-

mas are often a real downer following all the previous ex-

citement of the holidays. Like walking off a cliff, many 

plummet headlong back into the humdrum reality of ordi-

nary life, feeling that the Christmas spirit has vanished 

completely for yet another year. But if you think the post-

Christmas “blues” are tough on people, imagine how 

Mary felt – especially with angels, shepherds, and later, 

the Magi parading past to remind her that her Son was far 

more than just a another Baby Boy – that, in truth, He was 

the very Son of God! 

I suspect Mary’s after-Christmas letdown extended 

well beyond the month of January – indeed, it probably 

lasted for many of the first thirty years of Jesus’ life – dur-

ing which time there was precious little outward indication 

of who her Son really was – as He grew, played, went to 

school, got a job, and lived a relatively normal Jewish life. 

Certainly that’s all well and good, but it probably wasn’t 

anywhere near the kind of excitement Mary expected after 

the heavenly fanfare that accompanied His birth. Mary 

was no doubt anxious for the fulfillment of the prophecies 

she’d been told, and so here – thirty years later, at the 

wedding feast in Cana – we find Mary looking for her Son 

to “get on with it” – if you will. 

When the wedding celebration ran out of wine, perhaps 

Mary was thinking of the Old Testament prophecies where 

wine represented the blessings of Messiah – there pictured 

as the One who would bring an over-abundance of wine. 

And to be sure, in the Old Testament, wine was always a 

symbol of the prosperity and celebration that would be 

experienced in God’s kingdom when Messiah came. In 

Genesis Jacob prophesied that when Messiah came, wine 

would be so plentiful he would even be able to wash His 

clothes in it! Jeremiah wrote that nations would flock to 

Zion to receive the new wine of God’s goodness. Amos 

prophesied that the mountains would drip with sweet 

wine, and the hills would flow with it. And Mary also may 

have been looking for that wine to flow as her Son re-

vealed Himself  as Messiah. 

Mary was impatient, but isn’t it understandable? After 

thirty years of waiting, she needed reassurance that God 

had not forgotten His promise. But Mary, like us, was also 

sinful, and sinful people don’t trust God the way they 

should. We’re impatient. We want action. We want re-

sults. We want excitement and drama – and we want it 

now! Like Mary, it’s hard for us to wait because we, too, 

have run out of wine. We’ve used up all our own re-

sources. Where there ought to be joy and celebration, so 

often we find nothing but anger, frustration, sadness, and 

disappointment – sometimes even wringing our hands, and 

doing everything we can to hold back the screams – be-

cause, quite simply, we don’t know what else to do. 

Whether in marriages and family relationships – at 

work, school or play – or even in the relatively mundane 

activities of life – what we often find is that on our own 

we’re running out of wine everywhere we look. Too often 

mistakes snowball into real problems. We do things we 

know all too well we shouldn’t be doing. We speak care-

less words and make thoughtless remarks that can never 

be taken back or erased. And then, we have to pay the 

price for our actions in the realization that not only have 

we caused pain to those we love most, but that we’ve also 

brought hurt and sadness down around our own miserable 

heads as we scramble around like madmen in an attempt 

to find the joy we lack. But deep down inside we know the 

truth – that of ourselves we are out of wine – and the cele-

bration is soon going to be over. 

That, dear friends, that is when you have to turn to 

Christ for help – knowing that according to His Word and 

promise He will always be there in His Holy Word and 

Blessed Sacraments – just as at the wedding in Cana. He’ll 

be there to soothe your impatience, and fill you to the brim 

with His good wine of joy and forgiveness – even as He 

did here in this text when He used Mary’s impatience as 

an opportunity to manifest the Glory that would soon be 

His as He hung on the Cross. That’s what He meant in His 

reply to His mother that His hour had not yet come. In 

fact, throughout this Gospel, John uses the word “hour” 

when referring to the Cross. By these words, our Lord was 

reminding Mary He hadn’t come to meet people’s physi-

cal needs, but rather to die in their place as the Lamb of 

God – to win for them eternal life in heaven. So, before 

He did this miracle, He had to make it clear that changing 

water into wine was not the reason He had come. It was 

only to be a sign pointing forward to the real reason – to 

the Glory of the Cross. 

But even in Mary’s ignorance, our Lord still showed 

compassion by providing the sign she needed. Here in Ca-

na the Messianic Wine would begin to flow as a river and 

grow into a mighty ocean of blessing at the foot of the 

Cross on Good Friday – where Mary would finally be able 

to see the full revelation of her Son’s Messianic Glory. 

But the changing of water into wine wasn’t the only sign 
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present that day. I think it’s also safe to say that there was 

significance in the fact that this miracle took place at a 

wedding – for throughout the Old Testament – as also in 

the New – God was continually describing His relation-

ship with His Church in terms of marriage. In the book of 

Isaiah we read these words: “As a bridegroom rejoices 

over his bride, so will your God rejoice over you.” The 

Song of Solomon was written as romantic poetry that rev-

eled in the love of Christ and His Bride. And looking at it 

from another angle, the Prophet Hosea described the diso-

bedience of God’s People as that of a woman who had 

committed adultery by being unfaithful to her always 

faithful Husband, God. And sadly, I’m afraid, that’s the 

kind of spouse all of us have been to our Bridegroom, Je-

sus Christ – as we’ve carelessly allowed ourselves to 

“sleep around” with all sorts of false gods and earthly 

pleasures. 

Yet, is that not precisely why our Lord Jesus came as 

Savior – and perhaps why He first revealed His Glory at 

this wedding feast? He loved His Bride, the Church, and it 

was for Her that He gave up His own life. He didn’t come 

to file for divorce. He came to shed His Blood, to die, to 

take away her sin, and to dress her in the wedding gown of 

His own perfect righteousness so that He might present 

her and Her people to Himself as a glorious Church, with-

out any spot or wrinkle, but holy and blameless. And this 

He has done. Therefore “let us be glad and rejoice, for the 

Marriage of the Lamb has come. His Bride has been made 

ready!” 

Changing water into wine here in Cana was a beautiful 

Sign of Christ’s Glorious Cross – especially in the 

knowledge that it was from the Cross that He poured out 

the Messianic Wine of forgiveness, life, and salvation – 

and that by that Cross He took the Church to be His Bride 

– calling us to the Marriage Feast of heaven. And yet, you 

and I have an even better Sign of Christ’s Glory. It’s 

found right here in this Church every time we participate 

in the Sacrament of the Altar. For the Messianic Wine is 

truly the Blood of Christ which cleanses us from sin – the 

Blood literally given in, with, and under the wine of the 

Lord’s Supper – by which we at once remember the Cross 

and anticipate the Marriage Feast of heaven – remember-

ing it to be, as Scripture declares, a “Foretaste of the Feast 

to Come.” 

I want you to notice how – both at Cana, and in the 

Sacrament of the Altar – Christ is never ashamed to show 

His Glory in the context of everyday life. The truth is that 

Christ revels in the everyday events of life. That’s why He 

came into our midst in the first place – to live the life we 

should have lived, only perfectly – and to bless the human 

with the Divine. For when Christ took on our humanity as 

His own – living it out perfectly from the womb to the 

tomb – He thereby sanctified and restored our daily life 

and existence in order that we might be enabled to do the 

very thing we prayed for in the Introit a bit earlier – that 

we might not hide the righteousness of God, keeping it 

only inside ourselves – but that we might also rather speak 

and show His faithfulness and salvation to the world 

around us. 

And how does this happen? The Small Catechism 

teaches that “God’s Name is kept holy among us when the 

Word of God is taught in its truth and purity, and we, as 

the children of God, also lead holy lives according to it.” 

Or, more simply, when we follow the same advice Mary 

gave to the servants at the wedding – doing whatever He 

tells us to do, without asking questions – even if it seems 

like foolishness to our fallen sense and reason – simply 

because that’s what our Lord desires. But don’t think for a 

minute that any of this will ever happen on its own. No 

matter how much we might want to do God’s bidding, the 

fact is – that by ourselves and relying our own power – we 

are always going to run out of wine. 

The celebration of your own marriage to the Lamb will 

surely fizzle out and grow stale if you are not feasting on 

the Foretaste of the Heavenly Bridegroom’s own Marriage 

Celebration in the Supper of His body and blood – for to 

feast upon the body and blood of Christ is to eat and drink 

the Medicine of Immortality. Here at His Table is where 

our dear Lord teaches you how to reflect the forgiveness 

and love that took Him to the Cross on your behalf – as 

He bids you to lay your burdens not only at His feet, but 

squarely on His back – so that He might then “bear those 

sins and carry those sorrows” all the way to the Cross, 

where He has destroyed them completely and forever by 

His death in the Hour of His Glory. Dear Christian, 

throughout this Season of Epiphany – as we approach that 

Hour of Christ’s Glory on Good Friday – our dear Heav-

enly Father wants you to take comfort and find peace in 

the knowledge that in Christ He has provided you with a 

sure and unshakable sign of His mercy and love – both in 

the proclamation of His Word, and by your participation 

in His Sacraments – so that seeing Christ’s Epiphany for 

us all in these Signs of His Cross, you might then give 

Him most hearty thanksgiving in the knowledge that, in-

deed, He has heard your pleas for mercy and sent His Son 

to save you from your sins and everlasting death. To Him 

be the glory and honor forever and ever. Amen. 

And now that peace of God, which passes all under-

standing, will keep your hearts and minds in that one true 

faith in Christ Jesus, unto life everlasting. Amen. 

 


