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† † † † † † † 
In the name of the Father, and of † the Son, and of the 

Holy Spirit. Amen. Today’s Gospel reports how our Lord 
Jesus and His disciples came into the city of Capernaum 
– where our Lord immediately began to teach. And Jesus’ 
teaching brought about two reactions. The first reaction 
was that the people were totally blown away by what 
they heard: “They were astonished at His teaching, for 
He taught them as One who had authority, and not as the 
scribes.” The second reaction was from the man with an 
unclean spirit – who responded to God’s Word by 
screeching at Jesus. Some time later Mark would write: 
“Jesus went throughout all Galilee, preaching in their 
synagogues and casting out demons.” And what this tells 
us is that the incident recorded in today’s Gospel was no 
isolated event. It was not strange or unusual for people to 
be amazed at Jesus’ preaching – nor was it out of the or-
dinary for demons to react badly on hearing Jesus’ words. 

To be sure, I’d like to suggest that St. Mark would 
like us to regard today’s Gospel as a sample of the sort of 
thing Jesus did in synagogues wherever He went. Just as 
the people in Capernaum were “astonished at His teach-
ing,” so also people in synagogues all over the region 
experienced the very same thing. And just as Jesus man-
handled a demon in Capernaum, so also were the demons 
who possessed people in other synagogues told to be si-
lent and come out! What Jesus did here in Capernaum, 
He repeated “throughout all Galilee.” But why is it im-
portant for you to know that Jesus’ words created miracu-
lous reactions wherever they were preached? Because if 
those things happened routinely whenever and wherever 
Jesus’ words were spoken, you shouldn’t be surprised 
when those same things happen in our own day at the 
preaching of Jesus’ words – including right here in this 
place – right here in the midst of our own congregation! 

Capernaum, then, was not an uncommon incident. It 
was simply a sample of what Jesus was doing in and 
throughout the entire region. In fact, after Jesus ascended 
into heaven, His disciples continued the work He had 
begun in Capernaum. They taught in the synagogues and 
they cast out demons. Listen to how Mark’s Gospel 
comes to an end: “Then the Lord Jesus was taken up into 
heaven and sat down at the right hand of God. And the 
disciples went out and preached everywhere, while the 
Lord worked with them and confirmed the message by 
accompanying signs.” Is this not similar to what happens 
when a pebble is dropped into a body of water? 

The initial ripple caused by the pebble rolls out across 
the water in an ever-widening circle until most of the 
body of water is affected. That means that here in 
Kearney, even today, you and I are still living in the outer 
rings of those ripples Jesus first created in Capernaum. 
His powerful, miracle-producing Word is still being 
preached for you in the Church today, just as Jesus first 
preached it in Capernaum. And when Jesus’ powerful 
Word is heard – even as it was heard “throughout all Gal-
ilee” – amazing, astonishing things begin to happen. Je-
sus’ words to you today are no different from the words 
He spoke to the people of Capernaum, where they were 
“astonished at His teaching” – where an evil spirit was 
told, “Be silent and go away” – and it did! 

Now I’d venture to guess that not a lot of you are 
flabbergasted by our Sunday morning Divine Service. 
Some might describe it as comforting, nourishing, or 
beneficial. Some might complain that it’s far too routine 
– indeed, some have – or that our hymnody is sometimes 
a little dark or difficult to sing – not as “uplifting” as 
some might like it. And I would grant that there are prob-
ably as many opinions about the way we worship here as 
there are people who darken our doors. But of all the 
things one might say about our worship, the words 
“amazing” and “astonishing” probably aren’t the first 
words that come to mind. While the people at Capernaum 
were amazed at Jesus’ “new teaching,” you probably 
don’t feel quite so amazed, simply because this teaching 
is no longer new to you. In fact, I’d be willing to bet that 
you’ve been hearing essentially the same message every 
Sunday ever since the first day you joined this congrega-
tion. 

But while the words God speaks to you here might not 
seem new to you, these words truly are, nevertheless, still 
amazing and astounding. The whole of our worship ser-
vice – every worship service – always boils down to the 
fact that you need to hear this one thing – and that you 
need to hear it clearly spoken: Jesus Christ forgives you 
all your sins. And with the very same authority by which 
Jesus spoke in Capernaum, I am also speaking to you 
with that same authority on Christ’s behalf. I don’t speak 
by my own authority, nor do I speak like one of those 
patsy scribes the people in Capernaum were accustomed 
to hearing. No, as a called and ordained servant of Christ, 
and by His authority, God has given me the “job” of for-



giving you of all your sin in the name of the Father, and 
of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Now really, don’t you think those words are sort of 
amazing – even amazingly amazing? Those words aren’t 
the kinds of words you are likely to hear in very many 
other Churches today! Is it not an amazing thing to con-
sider that you and I are able to hear these words from the 
mouth of one whom Jesus Himself appointed to speak 
with us – Sunday after Sunday after Sunday, without fail? 
Is God’s faithfulness not utterly astonishing! Is His mer-
cy not beyond understanding? Is it not incredible for you 
to consider how, no matter where your week may take 
you, and no matter what harm you may have created or 
endured, that our Lord Jesus Christ has promised to be 
here in this place to meet you with His forgiveness, His 
life, and His body and blood given and shed for the for-
giveness of your sins? Is it not amazing to know without 
doubting that here, in this place, just as He did at Caper-
naum, Jesus is present to teach you a truly new thing? 
Here Jesus declares to you something you could never 
conceive of nor hear in any other place else in the world: 
You are not condemned, but in Christ you are forgiven! 

So, just as Jesus’ words to you today are no different 
from His words to the people of Capernaum, so also the 
power of Jesus’ words to you are no different and no less 
powerful than the power of His words spoken at Caper-
naum. Consider how immediately after He had spoken 
them there was in their synagogue a man with an unclean 
spirit who cried out: “What have You to do with us, Jesus 
of Nazareth? Have You come to destroy us? I know who 
You are – the Holy One of God!” But Jesus rebuked the 
demon, saying: “Be silent, and come out of him!” And 
the unclean spirit, convulsing him and crying out with a 
loud voice, came out of him.” 

Dear children of God, I have had the pleasure of being 
your pastor for a joyous, blessed twenty-seven plus years. 
And try as I might, I cannot remember anyone ever 
shrieking at me during a sermon – barring the occasional 
baby’s protest over being drowned and raised to new life 
in Holy Baptism. More than one person, I suspect, has 
probably been irritated by some of the things I’ve 
preached and said over the years. But still, I don’t recall 
any screaming demons. But you and I, we must not allow 
ourselves to be misled by this strange quiet in our pews. 
We know that when Satan fell from heaven, he brought 
many other angels with him into the darkness of this fall-
en world. And we know that these devils and demons 
have devoted themselves unceasingly to increasing our 
misery as they afflict and tempt us in an attempt to drive 
us away from the promises of our Savior. We know re-
pentance and faith make for a daily, difficult struggle. 

And we do struggle, don’t we – not against friends and 
neighbors – not against flesh and blood – but against the 
rulers, the authorities, and the cosmic powers which pre-
side over this present darkness –  against the spiritual 
forces of evil in the heavenly places – against the prince 
of darkness and his unrelenting minions. 

Still, in the midst of this battle, our Lord Jesus is do-
ing some amazing, astounding, wonderful things for you 
here in the Divine Service – even as He did at Caperna-
um. The first thing our Lord Jesus does for you is He puts 
His powerful, demon-chasing name upon you as your 
pastor says: “In the name of the Father, and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit.” With these life-giving words, our 
Lord Jesus returns you to the miracle of your Baptism, 
where the unclean spirit of your sin and unbelief was first 
driven away – where the miracle of faith was first be-
stowed upon you by the power of the Holy Spirit working 
in water and Word. Jesus’ name at the beginning of the 
Divine Service is that name from which the demons must 
flee – that name by which you are saved – the only Name 
by which you can be saved. This name – given to you at 
your Baptism and re-applied to you weekly in the Divine 
Service – is the very armor of God by which you are able 
to stand against every plan and scheme of the devil as it 
extinguishes all the flaming darts of the evil one. 

As this morning’s text teaches, a long time ago, in a 
far away land – not a fairytale land or a make believe 
land, but a very real place – our Lord Jesus Christ and 
His disciples “went into Capernaum, and immediately on 
the Sabbath Jesus entered the synagogue and was teach-
ing.” This was the very same thing Jesus did on many 
occasions throughout Galilee as He preached in their 
synagogues and cast out demons. The pebble our Lord 
dropped in today’s Gospel is still sending out ripples for 
you today – in spite of the many miles and countless 
years which have passed since this first happened. Chris-
tian worship, you see, traces its roots all the way back to 
this Gospel, where Jesus’ teaching amazed and aston-
ished people – and His authority banished demons. And 
today our Lord continues this powerful preaching – for 
you – here in this place – right now and every Sunday 
morning. And our Lord Christ is no less present among 
you than He was among the people in the synagogue at 
Capernaum. The words you hear from Him in this place 
are so powerful and mighty that not even the demons or 
the devil himself can stand against them. And these 
words, dear Christian, these words are now yours forever 
– and they always will be, for Jesus’ sake. Amen. 

And now that peace of God, which passes all under-
standing, will keep your hearts and minds in that one true 
faith in Christ Jesus, unto life everlasting. Amen. 

 


