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Grace to you and peace, from God our Father, 

and from our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. Amen. 

Jesus says in this morning’s Gospel: “As the Father 

loved Me, I also have loved you; abide in My 

love.” Is there anyone who hasn’t heard a variation 

– perhaps a perversion – of this text? How many 

times does the subject of “love” come up during the 

course of conversations you’ve had with others? 

Consider what’s behind much of the conversation 

in today’s media. Is it not a debate about love 

couched under the heading of what it takes to be 

“nice,” who’s “nice,” and what they’ve done that’s 

made them so “nice?” At stake is a definition of 

what’s required of you to be a loving, caring mem-

ber of society. 

A number of years ago the actress, Rosie 

O’Donnell, was declared the “nicest person” on tel-

evision. Some suggested she might be the “nicest 

person” on earth! Recently in our nation’s discus-

sion over immigration the cry has gone up that all 

this talk about deporting illegal aliens isn’t “nice.” 

When you’re upset over the actions of another, 

you’re likely to say they’re not being “nice” or 

“loving.” For centuries some have held the opinion 

that if we could just learn how better to love one 

another then we could all get along. But sadly the 

nature of man as sinner has made this an impossi-

bility. Of course, being “nice” is great. Showing 

love toward others is a desirable trait. Displays of 

concern and compassion toward others are admira-

ble. But in the end, no amount of talking, and no 

spewing of pious platitudes, is going to mean a 

thing if you don’t know what love is. 

Jesus said, “As the Father loved Me, I also have 

loved you. Abide in My love.” So, what was Jesus 

talking about? Well, first you have to understand 

that Jesus wasn’t addressing the general public. He 

was speaking with those who already knew Him – 

who already understood Him to be the Savior. He 

was talking with men who would soon be taking 

over the ministry of the proclamation of the Gospel 

– men who would be spending a great deal of time 

talking about God’s love to others – His first pas-

tors. 

So, what’s the problem? Everybody knows love 

makes the world go around. It’s a rare person who 

hasn’t felt they weren’t getting enough of this valu-

able commodity. Millions upon millions of dollars 

are spent and earned every year searching for, sing-

ing about, and writing on the virtues of love. Yet, 

even though everyone seems to buy into this idea 

that love is the thing we need most, why do so very 

few feel they have enough? Why do we spend so 

much time pursuing something so simple? And 

why do even those who should know better seem to 

have no easier a time of it than anyone else? 

The answer is quite simple, really. Satan is 

working really hard to keep it all a secret. He 

knows that once you begin to understand what love 

is – once you begin to feed on it – once it grips 

your soul and sets you free – then Satan’s hold on 

you will be loosened, and you’ll no longer be de-

pendent on him. That’s why he works so tirelessly 

to deceive us concerning this matter. That’s why 

bookstores carry so many romance novels. That’s 

why you see so many bumper stickers saying things 

like: “I love my pet,” “I love my kids,” or whatev-

er. That’s why songs and movies about love are so 

popular. But all these are only the external trap-

pings of our misunderstanding. The problem isn’t 

that we don’t want love, it’s that we don’t know 

what love is – at least the kind of love Jesus is 

speaking about here. 

When Jesus says you are to abide in His love, 

He’s not talking about some sweet, sappy, syrupy 

thing. He’s not talking about first-love, puppy love, 

or love at first sight. No, Jesus is talking about the 

kind of love God shows for mankind in His Son – 

the love God displayed in His willingness to sacri-

fice His Son for the very ones who betrayed Him in 

the Garden, and who continue to turn their backs on 

Him even now – you and me. Yet even then it’s 

still possible to misunderstand what our Lord 



means when He speaks about us loving one anoth-

er. If you take this verse out of context you might 

think that to truly love someone else you have to do 

something great and magnificent such as giving 

your life for theirs, selling all you have to provide 

for their needs, or giving up your own wants and 

desires so theirs can be met. It’s true, Jesus did 

speak often about self-sacrificial love, but His point 

was never that such actions – in and of themselves 

– were love. In fact, in almost every case He was 

referring to the final act of His own self-sacrifice 

for sin, not what you and I do for one another. 

When Jesus told His disciples – and through 

them, us – that we are love one another even as the 

Father loved the Son, He meant that the highest 

priority for you who are members of God’s family 

is that in everything you say and do you reflect a 

caring concern for the eternal well-being of others. 

When you were confirmed, you might recall how 

you had to learn the Ten Commandments and their 

meanings from the Small Catechism – by heart. But 

what was the point of doing this? It was so you 

might better understand what love is. 

In the first Commandment you were taught that 

you are to have no other Gods. Why? Because there 

is only one God – that One who loved us by send-

ing His Son to die in our place. Should you then not 

love others by pointing them to this God so that 

they might have life in His name? In the Second 

Commandment God teaches that you are not to 

carelessly misuse His name. Why? It’s not just be-

cause God doesn’t want His name used improperly, 

but more importantly, so that His name might be 

used correctly in the mouths of His children – so 

that as you love others they might also come to 

know God’s great love for all of us in Christ. In the 

Third Commandment you were taught how you are 

to honor the Sabbath and keep it holy. Is that so 

God can keep you under His thumb? No, it’s so that 

you not only will have the opportunity to properly 

give Him the adoration and praise He deserves, but 

so that He might provide you with the strength you 

need to uphold His name before the world – that 

you might be able to reveal aright the love God de-

sires to share with all. 

In the Fourth through the Tenth Commandments 

God gives you instructions about how you are to 

conduct yourself in your dealings with others – 

whether it be a wife, husband, children, parent, em-

ployer, someone you work with, or a complete 

stranger. And what ought to be the ultimate point in 

each of these Commandments as you were taught 

them from the Small Catechism? You are to obey 

them so that those with whom you daily have con-

tact will be able to see and experience the love God 

has for us all in His Son. You are to do nothing that 

would hurt or harm your neighbor in his body or 

life so that he might experience the love of God and 

rejoice in His mercy. And in addition, you are to go 

out of your way to assist your neighbor in learning 

of God’s love so that he might turn from his sins, 

and in faith receive the blessings of the forgiveness 

of sins and eternal life. 

Ultimately, these Ten Commandments which 

Moses gave the children of Israel point us to the 

last words in this morning’s Gospel: “This is My 

commandment, that you love one another as I have 

loved you.” I won’t try to tell you this is going to 

be easy, but I am telling you that if you keep in 

mind what our Lord meant when He gave this in-

struction – if you understand what kind of love He 

was talking about – your task will be much easier. 

For you to love one another as Christ loved each of 

us means very simply that you remember why 

you’re here. After all, you can’t live eternally with 

God in His heaven until you’re born into this 

world, and then reborn of water and the Word. 

You and I then, we have been left here in this 

world after having been saved for one reason, and 

that is that we care for and love one another in the 

uplifting, upholding and leading of others to that 

one true faith which gives everlasting life. In Your 

Baptism God first empowered You to do that when 

He called you to be His own and placed His name 

upon you. Every time you hear God speak to You 

through His Word He’s enabling you to carry out 

that blessed work. Each time you kneel at this altar 

to receive the very body and blood of Christ for 

forgiveness and strength, God is enabling you to 

love one another. Most certainly we’ve all failed 

miserably in this calling, but you still need to know 

that so long as you remain in Christ, God will pick 

you up, dust you off, remind you of His for you in 

Christ, and point you in the direction He desires 

you to go – and all so that you might abide in His 

love. Amen. 


