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In the name of the Father, and of † the Son, 

and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. I dare say that 

one of the greatest threats to the Christian 

Church in our day is that teaching which says 

all paths lead to the same place, all worship is 

received by the same god, and the faithful of 

every religion receive the very same salvation. 

While this damning falsehood has always been 

with us, today it’s far worse than it’s ever been. 

At its root is the conviction that there’s no such 

thing as “absolute truth,” and that it doesn’t 

matter what you believe, just so long as you 

sincerely believe it! This is why, I suspect, 

nearly every religion, except for one, is openly 

taught in most schools – and why, in the name 

of “cultural diversity,” children learn about 

Buddhism, Hinduism, Spiritism, and all the 

other “isms” – except, of course, for that faith 

which confesses the crucified, risen Carpenter 

from Nazareth as the only Savior of sinners. 

Christianity is the only faith not tolerated in 

the public square, because it teaches that no 

other religion can make a person right before 

God, that there are no other “gods” other than 

the Triune God of Holy Scripture, and that all 

other ways of “salvation” are bogus. To the 

contrary, as long as a generic god and generic 

virtues are held up as noble, it isn’t likely any-

one is going to view that as a threat, no one will 

be offended, and no feathers will be ruffled. 

But look what happens when the exclusivity of 

the Gospel is preached. When Paul preached 

the Gospel in Thessalonica riots broke out in 

the streets, because Jesus’ teaching is exclu-

sive. He isn’t just one way amidst many – one 

of numerous truths – or one life among all oth-

ers. He is the Way, the Truth, and the Life – 

the only Way to the Father, the only Truth 

which encompasses all Truth, the only Life 

which has ever conquered death, the only One 

who brings eternal salvation. 

But even Jesus followers didn’t understand 

this. Consider today’s Gospel – how His disci-

ples didn’t have the foggiest idea what He was 

talking about when He told them they would 

follow Him where He was going. That’s why 

Philip said to Him: “Lord, we don’t know 

where You’re going. How can we know the 

way?” You and I, we want to know where 

we’re going before we step on that path to 

begin our journey. After all, who gets in a car 

and starts driving without first having some 

idea where he’s going? But it’s far different 

when talking about things heavenly and eternal. 

Jesus is the only One who has a clear view of 

our destination and how we are to get there. We 

have no way of finding the path to eternal life – 

nor would we want to find it had the Holy Spir-

it not drawn us. We are not the ones in the 

driver’s seat – and if we were, we would soon 

find ourselves upside down in a ditch, or head-

ing in the wrong direction. We were born head-

ed in the wrong direction – hell-bound children 

of wrath traveling further and further away 

from our Father’s house. But Jesus doesn’t just 

show us the Way, He reveals Himself as the 

Way – the only Way to the Father – the only 

Bridge across the gap from death to life, the 

only Path through the wilderness, the only 

Ladder spanning heaven and earth, and the only 

Mediator between God and man. 

Now to be sure, the Law also tells you the 

truth about yourself. It exposes the lie of your 

sin as it mirrors your rebellion, self-

centeredness, hatred, lust, anger, and greed. It 

shows you the impact lying has had on your 

life. It enables you to see the truth about your 

death apart from Christ. But in contrast to the 

Law, Jesus doesn’t just show you the Truth 

about yourself, He also shows you the Truth 

about Himself – that He is the Truth. Jesus re-

veals and shows to us the Father’s love – that 

our God is the One who is “for us.” Jesus 



speaks the words the Father gave Him to speak 

– does the works the Father gave Him to ac-

complish – and shows thereby the Father’s 

heart and will to save poor sinners like us. To 

see Jesus is to see the Father. To know Jesus is 

to know the Father. And to believe in Jesus is 

to believe in the Father. 

When Philip therefore said: “Lord, show us 

the Father, and we will be satisfied,” he wanted 

to see the Father apart from the Son. He was 

speaking for every religion that tries to deal 

with God apart from His Son – and there are 

countless religions that do just that. Even Philip 

– who had witnessed Jesus’ miracles and heard 

His teaching – was tempted to go around Him 

to get to Father directly. Philip reminds us then 

how deeply ingrained this tendency is in us – 

that we want to go around Christ to the hidden 

God – to seek Him outside of His Word and 

separated from the Sacraments – somewhere 

other than here, in His Church. We imagine 

God talking with us directly, without means – 

His Spirit whispering right into our very ears as 

if our dear Lord Christ had never taken on a 

body and flesh. So we look for God in quiet 

mountain meadows, in the beauty of a sunset, 

or in the calm serenity of nature – that is, eve-

rywhere, everywhere, other than where Jesus 

has promised to be – in His Word, Baptism, 

Absolution, and the Supper. 

All this why Jesus directed Philip – and us – 

back to Himself. For you must be found in Him 

in order to be saved. Jesus is your Way, joining 

you to His death and resurrection, pointing you 

to the Father through faith in Him. Jesus is 

your Truth, guiding and sustaining you as you 

travel that path to eternal life – forgiving your 

sins and feeding you along the Way with His 

very own body and blood. Though we are all 

sinful through and through, God has nonethe-

less made us His children. That’s the Truth to 

which you must cling when everything else in 

life testifies against you. When you gaze in the 

mirror and say, “I can’t possibly be a child of 

God!” – when you see the awful mess you’ve 

made of your life, and the terrible consequenc-

es of your sin – when you take note of all 

you’ve done to yourself and to others and are 

tempted to doubt and despair – you still have 

this Truth – this Truth which points you to Je-

sus as the One who conquered the lie of your 

sin with His very own blood shed for sinners 

on Calvary’s cross. 

Dear Christian, what this means ultimately 

for you to know Jesus as the Way and the Truth 

is that through these things He brings you the 

most important gift of all – Himself as your 

Life. By the time you were Baptized you had 

already begun the process of dying – but even 

then, you were already living in Him. And even 

though you will continue sinning until the day 

they place you in a grave, God wants you to 

know that you are still living and raised with 

Him – even as St. Paul testifies: “It is no longer 

I who live, but Christ who lives in me. And the 

life I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the 

Son of God – who loved me and gave Himself 

for me.” 

Jesus is the Way, the Truth, and the Life – 

the only Way from death to life, from hell to 

heaven, and from the devil to God. He is the 

only Truth which can, and has, overcome the 

lie of sin – sin which ultimately will kill us all. 

And He is the only Life, eternal Life. So then, I 

guess the spirit of our age is almost right. All 

roads – except for One – do lead to the very 

same place – death, destruction and the fires of 

hell. But only One Road leads to eternal life 

with God – and that Road is Jesus. Walk on 

Him by faith. Learn of Him through His Word. 

And live in Him through the blessings of His 

Body, the Church – for He alone is your Way, 

your Truth, and your Life – and, by God’s 

grace and favor, this will ever be so – for Jesus’ 

names’ sake. Amen. 

And now that peace of God, which passes all 

understanding, will keep your hearts and minds 

in that one true faith in Christ Jesus unto life 

everlasting. Amen. 

 


