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That They May Have Life 
John 10:1-10 

Trinity Lutheran – Kearney, Missouri 
May 3, 2020 – Fourth Sunday of Easter 

† † † † † † † 

In the name of the Father, and of † the Son, and of the 

Holy Spirit. Amen. Before we get too far into our consid-

eration of this morning’s Gospel, I’d like to start by ask-

ing a question. How is life – for you? Would you say 

your life is good, or that it’s somewhat less than you 

hoped it would be? Aside from all the ordinary day-to-

day struggles one might expect – struggles such as fi-

nances, health concerns – especially in light of all that’s 

happening our country over the past couple of months 

with the Coronavirus outbreak – difficulties at work, 

concern about what the future holds for your work, ordi-

nary rifts in the family, or the hassle of keeping the yard 

and housekeeping tasks at bay – all those sometimes irri-

tating but necessary tasks that tend to make a person tired 

and weary – how is life – for you, at least according to 

the “big picture?” 

Based on how many sensational, horrific events are 

being reported now on the nightly news every day, I sus-

pect there are lots of folks out there these days for whom 

life seems meaningless, pointless, and empty. Whenever 

tragedy strikes – like now, when our entire world has 

been devastated by the consequences of this medical 

emergency – it seems as if everyone is wondering – at 

least on some level – how such a thing could happen. But 

the truth is that when you ask this question you’re actual-

ly missing the point. For instance, every time there’s an 

outbreak of violence in schools you can count on there 

being an endless flood of suggestions as to how we can 

all deal with anger more constructively without violence. 

Yet we ignore the fact that the laws of our nation pro-

mote the damnable lie that life is disposable. From the 

legalized murder of the unborn in abortion clinics all 

over our land, to the untimely elimination of the sick and 

dying when they no longer “measure up” to what we 

think life ought to be – the citizens of our world are 

learning quite well that for most, life has no real value, 

meaning, or purpose. 

Consider if you will these two opposing views of life. 

Years ago King Solomon contemplated life apart from 

God and concluded it wasn’t worth of a hill of beans! 

“What profit,” he wrote: “has man from all his labor in 

which he toils under the sun? One generation passes 

away, and another comes; but the earth abides forever . . . 

That which has been is what will be, that which is done 

is what will be done – and there is nothing new under the 

sun.” Now contrast that view with how Christianity 

views life – on occasion a sore, dreadful fight, but one 

which, in spite of all the tumult surrounding it – is still 

basically a time of joy and peace during which God lives 

among and in His people for their eternal well-being and 

benefit. Perhaps one’s estimation of life then is shaped 

more than we might think by the kind of shepherd a per-

son follows. Like everything else, there are good, true 

shepherds, and there are bad, false shepherds. The false 

shepherds, Jesus says, come to destroy the joy and mean-

ing of life – to bind the sheep of the flock rather than set 

them free. Jesus calls such false shepherds thieves and 

robbers. 

In Jesus’ day it was chiefly the Pharisees whom Jesus 

considered to be the false shepherds – who burdened 

consciences and made life miserable for the people over 

whom God had placed them. In fact, in the verses pre-

ceding this morning’s reading, the Pharisees had just cast 

out one of the members of the Synagogue because he had 

had allowed Jesus to heal Him on the Sabbath! Imagine 

the shock these false teachers experienced when Jesus 

here in this text pronounced Himself to be the only Door 

to the sheep fold – the only Way to eternal life – and this 

because the Pharisees were teaching and binding men’s 

consciences with the lie that the only way to heaven was 

in the keeping of man-made laws and the recitation of 

empty rituals. The Pharisees’ way of life was burden-

some – something to be mastered – an endless exercise in 

“doing right” – a way that was always being measured 

against standards established by men. Or, to put it anoth-

er way, under the tutelage of the Pharisees, life had be-

come a chore and a drudge. 

The Babylonian Talmud, which basically was an ex-

planation of the first five books of the Bible, defined life 

for the Pharisees and for their flock. Contained within its 

pages were some 613 different laws that were to be fol-

lowed meticulously. There were dietary laws, laws on 

what liquids rendered seeds and fruits impure. There 

were laws on the purification of the hands – laws on the 

various activities prohibited on holy days – laws on the 

reading of the Book of Esther – laws on how far one 

could walk on a Sabbath – even laws prohibiting the 

cross-breeding of certain plants and animals. Is it any 

wonder that life under the rule of the Pharisees had be-

come a burden? False shepherds – no matter how holy 

and righteous they might outwardly appear – always 

come to satisfy their own desires and to make life before 

God what they think it ought to be. But in so doing, the 

flocks entrusted to their care will end up being bound, 
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shackled and tied down with a life of legalism and with 

it, uncertainty. Jesus said of such men: “they bind heavy 

burdens, hard to bear, and lay them on men’s shoulders; 

but they themselves will not move them with one of their 

fingers. Woe to you, Scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! 

For you travel land and sea to win one proselyte, and 

when he is won, you make him twice as much a son of 

hell as yourselves.” False shepherds, then, come only to 

destroy life, make it unbearable, and confine men with 

the shackles of works righteousness. 

A true shepherd, however, comes not to bind, but to 

set free – not to destroy life, but to give it. Today many 

pulpits are filled with true shepherds, and their task is a 

singular one – to give Christ to those who have been en-

trusted to their care – to proclaim that life which is found 

only in Jesus’ name. Again, Jesus said: “the thief does 

not come except to steal, kill, and destroy. I have come 

that they may have life, and that they may have it more 

abundantly.” Life in Christ is an abundant life, because in 

that life God has given you freedom from the Law – not 

freedom from the civil law, or the law of governments 

and societies – but from the condemnation of God’s Law 

– that Divine, Holy Law which we all daily and misera-

bly fail to keep. That Law says you are to have no other 

gods – that you are to love the Lord with all your heart, 

all your mind, and all your soul. Yet, there are so many 

other things – family, work, money, pleasure, happiness, 

leisure and success – all kinds of seemingly good things 

which are all constantly competing for the allegiance that 

belongs to God alone. 

Were you and I to focus at all our many countless 

failures at keeping the Commandments – and then heap 

all those failures one on top of another – life would be-

come unbearable. It would become so a great burden that 

just rising up in the morning and going about the daily 

task of living would be impossible. But, in Christ you 

don’t rise in the morning shackled by the Law – you rise 

instead in the freedom of the Gospel, which comes to you 

by way of Jesus’ perfect sacrifice given in your stead. 

You rise not as a criminal condemned before God for 

your many failures – but as a dear child set free from the 

condemnation, guilt, and burden of living under the Law. 

Life in Christ is abundant in its freedom and abound-

ing with purpose. Young children wielding weapons kill 

their peers, because for them life has no purpose or 

meaning. It matters not a whit whether they die that day, 

or some other. It doesn’t make any difference whether 

their classmates and teachers are hurt, maimed, or killed 

because of their actions. None of it concerns them, be-

cause for them life has no purpose. This world and its 

ruler have taught this lesson well – and it’s been con-

firmed by the wretched nature that dwells within us all. 

It’s into that despair – into that self-defeating mindset 

– that our Lord Christ comes to give Himself to the world 

– so that in Him life might have purpose and meaning – 

so that in Him the people of this fallen world might 

know that all things work together for good – and so that 

in Him you might not lose heart in your tribulations and 

trials. Freedom and purpose, you see, these are the marks 

of the abundant life in Christ which gives you a whole 

new way of looking at the gift of God’s creation. For in 

six days God created the worlds – and when He was done 

creating He said: “Behold, it is very good.” 

Your life in Christ, dear friends, is an abundant life – 

a life in which God intends you to have freedom, pur-

pose, and a new way of looking at this world and life. 

But it’s not only this world and life God wants you to 

enjoy. He also wants you to look forward to His promise 

of the world and life which lie beyond this one. That’s 

what the season of Easter is all about – an ongoing, joy-

ous celebration of life – life in this world, and the prom-

ise of God concerning that life which is yet to come – 

everlasting life in the wounds of God’s Only Begotten 

Son. In Him is the promise that those who are His shall 

one day participate in the resurrection of all flesh – even 

as He did on that first Easter morn – that on that Day our 

bodies, like Christ’s, will likewise rise from the grave, 

and live in His presence forever and ever! 

Christians, you see, are an Easter people, and as such, 

life looks very different to us. How eloquently such con-

fidence is summed up in the words of the hymn writer 

who penned these words from his well-known Easter 

hymn: “I know that my Redeemer lives; He lives and 

grants me daily breath; He lives, and I shall conquer 

death; He lives, my mansion to prepare; He lives to bring 

me safely there.” And so, we return to the question asked 

earlier: “How is life – for you?” Remember, one’s esti-

mation of life is formed by the Shepherd you follow. 

God’s true Shepherd came that you might have life – and 

have it more abundantly in the freedom Christ has earned 

for us all from the curse of the Law – in a new purpose 

for living – a new way of looking at God’s creation – and 

yes, in the promise that one day you too shall rise to new 

life at the close of this one. The Lord is our Shepherd, 

our life, and our all – and in that knowledge you can say 

– in spite of the evil which surrounds us on every side – 

God is good – His mercy endures forever – and in Jesus’ 

name He will always grant you every good thing unto life 

everlasting. Amen. And now that peace of God, which 

passes all understanding, will keep your hearts and minds 

in that one true faith in Christ Jesus, unto life everlasting. 

Amen. 

 


