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In the name of the Father, and of † the Son, and of 

the Holy Spirit. Amen. Perhaps one of the most well 

known paintings of the “modern” Christian era is the 

one that has Jesus standing outside a door knocking. 

But in this morning’s text we find another picture of 

Jesus – not standing outside a door, but guarding the 

door which leads to the sheep storage pen where the 

sheep who belong to our Lord Christ are kept. Unlike 

the other picture where He’s standing outside waiting 

for someone to open the door, here He moves freely 

in and out through the Door – and in fact, even iden-

tifies Himself as that Door. 

This image of Jesus as the Door is a most im-

portant image for you as a Christian to consider. Af-

ter all, our Lord went through the door of His Fa-

ther’s “house” to be born in a stable and take on frail 

human flesh – to live, suffer, die and rise again for 

our sake, in our place, and for our salvation. Having 

gone through that door which leads from heaven to 

earth, He then had that same door slammed in His 

face at the moment of His death on the cross. Be-

cause God put His own Son there in our place – and, 

because rejection is the promised lot of all who turn 

their back on God – the Father had no choice but to 

slam the door of heaven in His Son’s face – even at 

the height of His agony and suffering. Jesus would 

pound on that door until His knuckles were bloody 

and raw, but there would be no answer – at least not 

yet. Christ was left alone in the fire and God-

forsakenness of hell for us. In its torments, He would 

cry out from the cross with words familiar to just 

about everyone: “My God, My God, why have You 

forsaken Me?” Our Savior would endure this torture 

so that you and I might be able to look forward with 

certainty to all the blessings of heaven. 

After the door to heaven was slammed in His face, 

Christ then went through the door of death as His tor-

ture came to an end late on Good Friday. He passed 

through the door to Hell and proclaimed His victory 

over Satan and the forces of darkness. Then, on the 

morn of Easter, He came back out through the door 

of death, so that by going through and coming out 

again He would become the Door whereby we sin-

ners might pass from the sheepfold out into the heav-

enly pastures of God’s kingdom. Through this Door – 

that is, through Jesus Christ – all may now enter into 

God’s everlasting kingdom of grace by faith. 

But now I’d like you to consider how – as the 

Shepherd of His sheep – our Savior cares for us. 

Verse three of this reading tells us that we aren’t just 

part of some huge generic flock of sheep. Rather we 

are all individually important to our Shepherd. He is 

deeply concerned about the welfare of every individ-

ual sheep – so much so that He even calls us by 

name. Although in our society you may be treated as 

if you’re nothing more than a number, in God’s grand 

economy you’re so much more. Each of us are per-

sonally known by our Shepherd – the One who 

counts most of all. Through Baptism and faith He has 

called each of us by name – and indeed, has even 

placed His name upon us for time and eternity. 

Our Good Shepherd calls us to faith through Bap-

tism so that He might lead us out of danger – out of 

our seemingly inescapable bondage to the devil, hell, 

death, and sin. Through Baptism God calls us out of 

this desolate wasteland of sin into good, safe, grazing 

pasture – filled with the sweet, succulent nourishment 

of His Word. Jesus’ call, you see, is a call to pardon 

and life – not condemnation and death. That’s why 

Jesus doesn’t just round us up and turn us loose to 

wander aimlessly around the countryside. He’s al-

ways there with us. He’s even gone everywhere 

we’re going to go long before we have to go there. 

That means none of you have to fear for what might 

lie ahead, because our Shepherd has already gone on 

before us to make sure that wherever we go will be a 

safe place for us. As Psalm 23 so beautifully reminds 

us, God has already prepared “a table” for us. He has 

made sure that the pastureland we’re led to will be 

the best possible place for us – and that right under 

the noses of our enemies we will be able to graze 

without worry! 

Even in the face of death our Shepherd will be 

there beside us. You have nothing to fear because He 

has already gone on before us through the valley of 

death’s shadow to guide and lead us every step of the 

way. He is at our side with His rod and staff to com-

fort and protect us – even when it seems as if there 



could be no help at all in a place such as this. Yet, 

this is the irrevocable promise of our Good Shepherd 

– the very thing upon which we base all our faith and 

hope. We have a Good Shepherd who has come to 

give, not get. There are many robbers in this world, 

and their only motive is to get something from us – to 

milk us for all we’re worth. Not so the Good Shep-

herd. He hasn’t come to get, but only to give – to 

give His life as the purchase price for our pardon – 

and to give us every blessing in His name. 

He is the Good Shepherd because He lays down 

His own life for His sheep. He doesn’t beat them for 

their straying ways, instead He beats Himself by dy-

ing the death of the cross in place of His straying 

sheep – for you and for me. He is the Good Shepherd 

because He takes up His laid-down life again. In fact, 

the only reason we can truly call Christ the Good 

Shepherd is because of Easter – when He forever 

wrestled Himself from the mighty grip of death so 

that we would never have to experience its ourselves. 

Now to us – His sheep – He says, “Because I live, 

you will live also.” No other Shepherd can truthfully 

say that. Only Christ, the Good Shepherd, can say: “I 

came that they may have life, and have it abundant-

ly.” 

As His sheep there are only two things that you 

must now do. First, you have to listen to the Shep-

herd’s voice. When you come to the Divine Service – 

when you sing a hymn – when you hear a sermon – 

when you pick up and read God’s Word – you’re 

hearing the Good Shepherd speaking. He’s saying: “I 

died for you” – “I rose for you” – “And because I 

died and rose, your sins are gone, and you will live 

forever.” But you can also “hear” this Shepherd as 

He speaks to you through the “visible” Word of His 

Sacraments. 

Every time you come to this Altar and partake of 

the Holy Supper of Christ’s body and blood given 

and shed for us sinners to eat and drink, you receive 

this “visible” Word into your own body. Listen as 

this “visible” Word speaks and says to you: “Do this 

in remembrance of Me.” The more often you “re-

member” Jesus by partaking of this Meal – the more 

you “hear” this “visible” Word – the more sure you 

will be that your sins have been placed on Jesus as 

you rely on His promise to forgive – for indeed 

Christ, in this Meal, has promised to forgive all your 

sin and cast it into the depths of the sea of forgetful-

ness. 

As you hear our Shepherd “speaking” through His 

“spoken” and “visible” Word you then follow Him – 

which means you go where He has gone and do what 

He has done. He went to a cross, and so must you. As 

Luther loved to point out, in those who belong to God 

through the work of His Son there must be a daily 

crucifixion – a daily death, if you will, of the Old 

Adam. And this is what happens every time you re-

call your Baptism! In Baptism the old man of sin is 

already drowning under the water. And although it’s 

hard – even impossible at times – for you to hold him 

down under that water, it’s something you must daily 

be prepared to do. The power of God in your Baptism 

is there for you every day. In that Blessed Tide every 

day is like Good Friday for you as your Old Adam is 

put to death again. Even though sin is an ever-present 

reality, you still daily put that sin to death in Baptism 

– because you know that on the day when you pass 

into the glory of God’s eternal heavenly kingdom you 

will once and for all be completely dead to sin. 

Finally, as Christ came out of His grave, so shall 

you also come out of yours. Even as you daily crucify 

and put to death the old man of sin, you also rise 

anew each day to live in righteousness and holiness 

forever. Hear what St. Peter says in the 2nd chapter of 

his 1st Epistle: “(Christ) bore our sins in His own 

body so that we, having died to sin, might live for 

righteousness . . . for you were like sheep going 

astray, but now have returned to the Shepherd and 

Overseer of your souls.” For the sheep who belong to 

the Good Shepherd, every day is Easter. For the pre-

sent you’re only living up to your first Easter – as 

you daily rise again to new life through Baptism – 

whereas the ultimate Easter will take place on the 

Last Day – the day of the Resurrection of All Flesh. 

On that day you will rise to eternal righteousness. In 

the meantime, you’ll continue following our Good 

Shepherd through the ministry of His Bride, the 

Church, as you daily submit yourself to Christ's lead-

ing, living, dying, and rising. All this God will freely 

grant you for the sake of His Son. Amen. 

And now that peace of God, which passes all un-

derstanding, will keep your hearts and minds in that 

one true faith in Christ Jesus, unto life everlasting. 

Amen. 

 


