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In the name of the Father, and of † the Son, and of the 
Holy Spirit. Amen. You and I, we live in a challenging 
age – especially as it relates to the worship life of the 
Church. I mean, consider what happens here in on Sunday 
mornings compared with the way much of our world lives 
and worships. Each week somewhere around 100 of us or 
thereabouts are gathered together here singing songs we 
most likely won’t be singing or hearing anywhere else – 
and yes, sometimes we even sing off key. There’s this guy 
up front dressed in robes that look like they came straight 
out of the middle ages. He’s reading words from an an-
cient book, and later will give a sermon to explain what 
that text he just read means. And after that, we walk up to 
front of the building, kneel at the foot of this wooden rail-
ing to eat a tiny loaf of bread and drink a small sip of 
wine. And all this, we say, constitutes Godly worship. 

Yet others might observe all this and think to them-
selves, “What a yawner! What a colossal waste of time! 
What nonsense! What drivel! What a charade!” Then 
those same people might end up looking for something 
else – something that appears more “real” and “authentic” 
to them. These people are the very audience many congre-
gations are aiming for today when they abandon the 
Church’s tried, true, and ancient worship forms to explore 
more “innovative” and “attractive” ways to keep people 
interested in attending that Church. And indeed, this issue 
is at the very heart and soul of the debate taking place 
within many of the Church bodies of our day – our own 
included. That debate centers on this question: specifical-
ly, “What is worship?” 

Of course, Holy Scripture has already put forth the an-
swer to that vexing question – and partially, at least, the 
answer is right here in this morning’s reading from the 
Revelation of St. John. All we need to do is back up a few 
verses to gain some context. What we find depicted is a 
grand, glorious event – the entrance of the Lamb of God 
into the eternal realms of heaven as He once again as-
sumes His proper place as Ruler over all things. There He 
ushers in the new age where there is no weeping, no pain, 
and no hopelessness for the people of God. Everyone 
watches Him take a scroll from the right hand of the Fa-
ther upon which is written all the future of the Church and 
the entire world. At that moment He then assumes the Di-
vine power and reign which have rightly been His from 
eternity. All heaven breaks forth in singing the new song. 
And that’s where St. John picks up this story. 

But before we consider this scene of worship in detail 
– this scene which is even now taking place in heaven – 
I’d like to reflect for a moment on what the focus of wor-
ship ought to be rather than what it’s become. Because 

what I’m afraid what has happened, even within our own 
Church body – which traditionally has had a pretty clear 
understanding of true, Godly worship – is that for most 
it’s morphed into what is primarily a “human centered” 
event. Frequently worship is viewed as nothing more than 
a neutral vehicle through which worldly well-being is 
somehow enhanced by one’s religion – or through which 
the worshiper achieves some new level of self-
enlightenment. The problem with such a view such is that 
there is a very real and present danger that a person might 
become overly concerned with their own personal ad-
vancement in the faith – or only with what, individually, 
they are going to get out of worship. With that kind of a 
focus, such a person will almost always be more anxious 
about the outcome of their worship life – rather than the 
substance or content of that worship. 

According to Holy Scripture, directing the focus of 
worship inward toward one’s self is simply wrong. It’s 
this preoccupation which has motivated many people to-
day to simply please and entertaining themselves. And it’s 
from that error that the words of St. John here in this read-
ing seek to set us free. In this text – as we are privileged to 
view the heavenly host in their proper worship of the 
Lamb – you see in place of the self-centered worship 
which the people of our age so often seek, how we should 
instead be directing the focus of worship away from our-
selves toward Him who alone is worthy, that is, Jesus 
Christ. There are, of course, countless reasons why Christ 
alone is the One who is worthy to receive our worship, but 
the context of this reading draws our attention to one par-
ticular facet of worship – that is, Jesus Himself. He alone 
is worthy of worship, adoration, and praise because He 
alone is the Savior of our fallen world. He alone is the 
One who was slain but now lives forevermore. 

It’s vitally important to understand this, because God’s 
Word teaches that there is only one thing which can ap-
pease, satisfy, and propitiate the justice and righteousness 
of God over our sin. There is only one thing which can 
pay for the countless transgressions and sins you and I 
have committed! In the book of Hebrews, the 9th chapter, 
we find the following statement: “According to the Law 
almost all things are to be purged with blood, and without 
the shedding of blood there can be no remission of sin.” 
Without the shedding of blood, there can be no hope of 
salvation! But – and here’s where the rubber meets the 
road – whose blood should be shed? Are you ready to 
shed your own blood to save yourself? And if you are, do 
you really believe that it would do you any good? No! The 
shedding of your own lifeblood will not gain you a thing, 
even if you were to shed it all. The fact of the matter is 
that if you choose to rely only upon yourself and your own 



 
ability to appease the wrath of God – you also must know 
that it would be absolutely impossible for you ever to 
make the required payment to God for your sin – which 
means it would be impossible for you to have any hope of 
forgiveness or salvation! 

As Christians, we rejoice in the fact that the Only Son 
of God – though Himself totally innocent of any wrongdo-
ing – willingly suffered, died, and shed His own blood in 
our place. On Calvary’s cross He freely and willingly 
poured out His own lifeblood to redeem us. Of His own 
accord He gave up His life so that your sins might thus be 
paid for in full! His blood alone has the power to redeem – 
to purchase for us poor sinners a place in paradise with 
Him forever. And it’s in the full realization of this blessed 
fact, that you and I – along with all the host of heaven who 
even now are standing before the throne of the Lamb – 
can properly and rightly worship God, saying: “Worthy is 
the Lamb who was slain to receive power, riches, wisdom, 
strength, honor, glory, and blessing forever and ever!” 

Dear Christian, through the life’s work of this Lamb of 
God who takes away the sin of the world – who alone is 
worthy to be praised – God has made you worthy to inher-
it His kingdom. By grace, through faith, for Christ’s sake, 
by the power of the Holy Spirit, God has bestowed on you 
the fruits of His Son’s merit and work. Through trust in 
our Savior’s redeeming blood you have been blessed – in 
worship – to come into God’s presence without fear or 
anxiety. And even though the kingdom of God is now par-
tially hidden from our eyes so long as we are on this die of 
heaven, we are still fully confident that one day it will be 
clearly and unmistakably revealed for all to see. And when 
that Day and time arrives – according to God’s promise – 
for Christ’s sake you will be there also, worshiping God as 
He deserves and desires. 

Here’s where the connection lies between this text and 
what goes on every time we gather here for worship. Wor-
ship takes place when the people of God are gathered to-
gether – not to be entertained, but to stand in reverence 
and awe in the presence of God to receive from Him all 
He wants to give us through the life and merit of our Re-
deemer. Seeing Him here in this scene from Revelation as 
He rightfully assumes His heavenly throne calls to mind 
the words of St. Paul’s letter to the Church at Philippi, the 
2nd chapter: “Therefore God also has highly exalted Him 
and given Him the name which is above every name, that 
at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven, 
and on earth, and under the earth.” 

The place our Savior now occupies in heaven isn’t any-
thing like the position He held during His earthly ministry. 
But, it is the exalted position He holds in our worship to-
day. The position He now holds – both here and in heaven 

– reveals Him as He truly is – God Almighty Himself, as 
He stands in the midst of His people through Word and 
Sacrament distributing His gifts of life and salvation. Be-
fore He ascended into heaven, Jesus gathered His follow-
ers together and charged them with the task of making 
disciples of all nations – Baptizing them in the name of 
the Triune God, and teaching them everything He com-
manded. No other person’s authority could ever have 
made such a statement as this! Yet Jesus made statements 
like this all the time! 

St. Paul wrote in his letter to the Church at Ephesus 
that in spite of his own spiritual poverty he had been ap-
pointed to be a messenger to proclaim the unspeakable 
riches of Christ Jesus – which, when you think about it, is 
a rather strange statement to make concerning a poor, low-
ly Carpenter from the countryside of Jerusalem! Yet the 
unspeakable riches of Christ which are forgiveness and 
salvation – are more grand and glorious than anything we 
could imagine in our wildest dreams. And here in worship 
is where Christ deigns to give all this to you! 

That finally brings us to Christ’s resurrection. Because 
of His resurrection, He alone is worthy to be worshiped as 
Supreme Lord over all creation. As Psalm 148 teaches, 
everything on the earth, under the earth, and above the 
earth praises Him. And that’s what worship is ultimately 
all about. That’s what we see happening here in this text 
as the saints in heaven – along with the saints here on 
earth – praise, lift up, and acknowledge our Savior, the 
Lamb, as Lord of both heaven and earth – as the One who 
not only rules over and sustains all things – but who is 
also truly among us in the Divine Service, distributing 
gifts to His people! In the end, dear Christian, that is the 
only kind of worship which can truly satisfy your soul. 

So, as God’s people we aren’t only here to wail our 
hymns, litanies, petitions and prayers as if they were our 
words alone – for we know that in His Word and in His 
Church, our Lord and God has already given us the lan-
guage of praise with which we are to worship Him. And in 
this worship – which, in reality, is His worship – there is 
something mysterious, something beautiful, something 
glorious and uplifting taking place as we – along with the 
four living creatures, the saints in heaven, and all the 
saints on earth – with angels, archangels, and all the com-
pany of heaven together – fall reverently to our collective 
knees in ceaseless worship of our gracious Lord and Sav-
ior, Jesus Christ and say, “Amen. Come quickly Lord Je-
sus. Amen!” 

And now that peace of God, which passes all under-
standing, will keep your hearts and minds, by faith in 
Christ Jesus, unto life everlasting. Amen. 

 


